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Dear Delegates, 
  
Welcome to the 2023 National Model United Nations Conference in Washington, DC (NMUN•DC)! We 
are pleased to introduce you to our committee, the Economic and Social Council Plenary (ECOSOC). 
This year’s staff is: Director Anthony Bassey and Assistant Director Evan Sun. Anthony Studied Biological 
Sciences at Arkansas State University, and currently works for the American Red Cross - Service to the 
Armed Forces. This is his fourth year on staff. Evan holds a Master of Science in electrical engineering 
from Johns Hopkins University and currently works at the Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Lab. He is 
looking forward to working on staff for the first time as Assistant Director of ECOSOC. 
  
The topics under discussion for ECOSOC are: 
 

1. Reviewing the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
2. Fostering Growth for Small Island Developing States (SIDS), Least Developed Countries (LDCs), 

and Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) 
  
As one of the six principal bodies of the United Nations, ECOSOC facilitates international cooperation on 
economic, social, cultural, and health related issues by working with commissions, convening 
international conferences, issuing studies and reports, and conducting follow-ups on major UN 
conferences and summits. ECOSOC is the primary forum for policy analysis, review, and guidance for 
Member States and oversees several subsidiary bodies including fifteen specialized agencies, eight 
function commissions, and five regional commissions. Recently, ECOSOC’s role has also expanded to 
promoting innovation and balanced integration in the three pillars of sustainable development – 
economic, social, and environmental. Additionally, ECOSOC guides and coordinates other subsidiary 
bodies to conduct activities that address the topics under discussion. 
 
This Background Guide serves as an introduction to the topics for this committee. However, it is not 
intended to replace individual research. We encourage you to conduct additional research, explore your 
Member State’s policies in-depth, and examine the policies of other Member States to improve your 
ability to negotiate and reach consensus. In preparation for the conference, each delegation will use their 
research to draft and submit a position paper. Guidelines are available in the NMUN Position Paper 
Guide. 
 
The NMUN website has many additional resources, including two that are essential both in preparation 
for the conference and as a resource during the conference. They are: 

1. The NMUN Delegate Preparation Guide, which explains each step in the delegate process, from 
pre-Conference research to the committee debate and resolution drafting processes. Please take 
note of the information on plagiarism, and the prohibition on pre-written working papers and 
resolutions. Delegates should not discuss the topics or agenda with other members of their 
committee until the first committee session. 

2. The NMUN Rules of Procedure, which includes the long and short form of the rules as well as an 
explanatory narrative and example script of the flow of procedure. 

 
In addition, please review the mandatory NMUN Conduct Expectations on the NMUN website. They 
include the conference dress code and other expectations of all attendees. We want to emphasize that 
any instances of sexual harassment or discrimination based on race, gender, sexual orientation, national 
origin, religion, age, or disability will not be tolerated. If you have any questions concerning your 
preparation for the committee or the conference itself, please contact the Under-Secretary-General 
Alliyah Edwards at usgalliyah.dc@nmun.org or Secretary-General Ana Williamson at 
secgen.dc@nmun.org. 
 
We wish you all the best in your preparations and look forward to seeing you at the conference! 
  
Sincerely, 
Anthony Bassey, Director 
Evan Sun, Assistant Director 

http://www.nmun.org/conferences/washington-dc/prepare-for-committee/position-papers.html
https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/nmun-pp-guide.pdf
https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/nmun-pp-guide.pdf
https://www.nmun.org/conferences/washington-dc/prepare-for-committee/committee-materials.html
https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/NMUNDelegatePrepGuide.pdf
https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/nmun-rules.pdf
https://www.nmun.org/conduct-expectations.html
mailto:usgalliyah.dc@nmun.org
mailto:secgen.dc@nmun.org
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Committee Overview 

Introduction 
 
As per the Charter of the United Nations (1945), the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is one of 
the six main organs of the United Nations (UN).1 It serves as the primary body for policy dialogue on 
economic, social, cultural, educational, and health-related topics, advises and coordinates the activities of 
its subsidiary bodies on these topics, and leads discussions on the implementation of the international 
development framework.2 As such, ECOSOC is at the center of UN efforts to achieve the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development (2015) and key to the follow-up of several UN conferences and summits.3 

Mandate, Functions, and Powers 
 
The main function of ECOSOC is to coordinate the activities of its subsidiary bodies and other UN 
specialized agencies working on sustainable development.4 Article 62 (1) of the Charter of the United 
Nations also allows ECOSOC to "make or initiate studies and reports with respect to international 
economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and related matters,” including human rights and 
freedoms, to present to the General Assembly and to UN specialized agencies.5 ECOSOC may further 
call for or convene international conferences and hold special meetings on global development 
emergencies and humanitarian crises.6 A prominent example of this is the High-Level Political Forum on 
Sustainable Development (HLPF), which is held annually under the auspices of ECOSOC (apart from 
every fourth year, when it is held under the auspices of the General Assembly).7 
 
Broadly speaking, the following non-exhaustive list summarizes ECOSOC’s mandate: 

● ECOSOC will generally: provide policy recommendations on matters related to 
sustainable development; coordinate efforts by its subsidiary bodies and UN 
specialized agencies; follow-up and review progress towards these activities; create 
commissions and convene international conferences.8 

● ECOSOC will not generally: design and implement projects or programming on 
sustainable development; direct UN specialized agencies to develop or implement 
specific projects or programs; decide on budgetary matters of UN entities.9 

Governance, Structure, and Membership 
 
ECOSOC is comprised of 54 Member States, of which 18 are elected each year by the General Assembly 
for overlapping three-year terms.10 ECOSOC proceedings are overseen by a President and four Vice-
Presidents, which together comprise the Bureau.11 The Bureau sets ECOSOC’s agenda, devises action 
plans, and collaborates with the Secretariat on administrative duties.12  

 
1 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. About us. 2022; Charter of the United Nations. 1945. art. 7. 
2 Ibid., art. 62. 
3 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. About us. 2022; United Nations, General Assembly. Transforming 

our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1). para. 47. 
4 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. About us. 2022. 
5 Charter of the United Nations. 1945. art. 62. 
6 Ibid., art. 62; United Nations, Economic and Social Council. ECOSOC Special Meetings on Emerging Issues and 

Emergency Situations. 2022. 
7 United Nations, High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development. Structure. 2022. 
8 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. ECOSOC Brochure. 2021. p. 3. 
9 United Nations Development Programme. About us. 2022; United Nations Development Programme. Executive 

Board. 2022; United Nations, General Assembly. Administrative and Budgetary Committee (Fifth 
Committee). 2022. 

10 United Nations, General Assembly. Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly (A/520/Rev.19). 2021. p. 39. 
11 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council 

(E/5715/Rev.2). 1992. 
12 Ibid. 
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ECOSOC oversees the work of five regional commissions, eight functional commissions, 12 specialized 
agencies, six funds and programs, and several other related UN bodies.13 The functional commissions 
focus on specific issues and the regional commissions are geographically focused.14 Additional subsidiary 
bodies include standing, ad hoc, expert, and other related bodies.15 Each subsidiary body adopts specific 
methods of work to align with its mandate, and methods are updated regularly.16 ECOSOC also allows for 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to consult on the work of the UN.17 More than 6,000 NGOs have 
been granted ECOSOC consultative status, enabling them to attend and participate in various UN 
meetings, conferences, and special sessions and participate in international discussions.18 
 
The ECOSOC meeting cycle lasts one year and is divided into four groups.19 The first group consists of 
the Partnership Forum which aims to bring together a wide array of stakeholders from civil society and the 
private sector to academia and local governments to discuss and exchange ideas to achieve the 2030 
Agenda, and the Coordination Segment, which coordinates the work of ECOCOC’s subsidiary bodies and 
UN specialized agencies through general policy recommendations.20 The second group of meetings 
includes various fora established by ECOSOC, including the Forum on Financing for Development 
Follow-up and the Youth Forum among others, which take place between April and May of each year.21 
The Development Cooperation Forum, which is also part of the second group, takes place every two 
years.22 The third group comprises of the Operational Activities for the Development Segment, the 
Humanitarian Affairs Segment, and the Meeting on the Transition from Relief to Development.23 The 
fourth group focuses on the review of the implementation and progress towards the 2030 Agenda, 
comprising of the HLPF under the auspices of ECOSOC and the High-level Segment of ECOSOC, both 
of which take place in July at the end of a meeting cycle.24 The ECOSOC meeting cycle is further 
complemented by the Management Segment in June, which focuses on procedural questions and 
considers the reports and recommendations of its subsidiary bodies and UN specialized agencies.25 
  

 
13 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. ECOSOC Coordination Segment. 2022. 
14 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. ECOSOC Subsidiary Bodies. 2022. 
15 Ibid. 
16 United Nations, General Assembly. Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 72/305 on the 

strengthening of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/75/290 A). 2021. p. 9. 
17 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Introduction to ECOSOC Consultative Status. 2022. 
18 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. ECOSOC Brochure. 2021. p. 23. 
19 United Nations, General Assembly. Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 72/305 on the 

strengthening of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/75/290 A). 2021. pp. 4-5. 
20 Ibid. 
21 Ibid., p. 5. 
22 Ibid. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Ibid. 
25 Ibid., p. 6. 



 

3 

Annotated Bibliography 
 

United Nations, Economic and Social Council. ECOSOC Brochure. 2021. Retrieved 29 April 2023 from: 
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2022doc/ecosoc-brochure-12_2021.pdf 

This brochure provides a snapshot overview of ECOSOC, its mandate, and modalities as 
well as actions in 2022. It compiles the most relevant and recent information on ECOSOC 
into one publication and presents that information in a succinct and visually appealing 
manner. Delegates might find this brochure useful as it provides a comprehensive, yet 
succinct introduction to how ECOSOC functions. 

United Nations, Economic and Social Council. ECOSOC Coordination Segment. 2022. Retrieved 29 April 
2023 from: https://www.un.org/en/content/ecosoc-coordination 

This website contains information on the ECOSOC Coordination Segment. The General 
Assembly established the ECOSOC Coordination Segment per its resolution 75/290 A on 
the “Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 72/305 on the 
strengthening of the Economic and Social Council” in 2021 to reinforce the coordinating 
role of ECOSOC within the UN system. The Coordination Segment website provides 
background information, video recordings, and a program overview. Thus, delegates will 
find this website useful to help them understand how ECOSOC takes up its coordination 
role in practice. 

United Nations, Economic and Social Council. ECOSOC Subsidiary Bodies. 2022. Retrieved 29 April 
2023 from: https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/ecosoc-subsidiary-bodies 

This website presents a list of all ECOSOC subsidiary bodies, including its regional 
commissions, functional commissions, and expert bodies, standing committees and ad 
hoc bodies. It also presents a timeline of sessions of ECOSOC’s subsidiary bodies and 
includes links to the respective sessions and bodies. For delegates, this website is the 
ideal starting point to explore the wider ECOSOC system and research the various 
subsidiary bodies of ECOSOC. Additionally, delegates will be able to use this website to 
inform themselves about the ongoing review process of the subsidiary bodies. 

United Nations, General Assembly. Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 72/305 
on the strengthening of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/75/290 A). 2021. Retrieved 29 April 
2023 from: https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/290%20A 

This General Assembly resolution is the latest of a series of resolutions aimed at 
strengthening the role of ECOSOC within the UN system. It introduced reforms to the 
governance structure of ECOSOC that divided the ECOSOC meeting cycle into four 
groups in addition to the Management Segment. It further replaced the Integration 
Segment with the Coordination Segment. While the reform process of ECOSOC is 
constantly evolving, this resolution will help delegates understand the rationale behind 
the current governance structure of ECOSOC. 
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1. Reviewing the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development  

Introduction 

In 2015, the United Nations (UN) General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development (2030 Agenda) as a landmark plan for achieving progress in critical areas of importance for 
humanity and the planet by the year 2030.26 Sustainable development meets present needs without 
limiting the capacity to also meet future needs.27 The 2030 Agenda envisions a society that is equitable 
and without poverty, provides adequate health and education for all, and preserves the Earth’s natural 
resources for future generations.28 Through the 2030 Agenda, Member States have unanimously 
committed to work towards economic, social, and environmental sustainability that focuses on the dignity 
and equality of all people.29 It includes 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with 169 associated 
target indicators.30 While the 2030 Agenda is non-binding, Member States have committed to instituting 
national frameworks that align with the 17 SDGs.31 Member States of all socioeconomic backgrounds are 
united in a responsibility to engage in the 2030 Agenda, with each Member State identifying the goals 
most pertinent to its own socioeconomic situation.32 
 
In the Sustainable Development Goals Report of 2022, the UN Secretary-General, António Guterres, 
noted that the implementation of the 2030 Agenda is in jeopardy due to the numerous, overlapping global 
crises that the world has faced over the past years including the COVID-19 pandemic, escalating natural 
disasters worldwide, and the largest number of violent conflicts since 1946.33 These destructive crises 
have directly impacted progress towards the SDGs and the vision of a sustainable future by 2030.34 One 
significant priority is addressing the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic, a crisis that has broadly 
weakened the stability of society.35 Furthermore, it is a challenge to accurately estimate the total, global 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic due to a lack of comprehensive data metrics.36 The lack of 
comprehensive data particularly impacts society’s most vulnerable groups - those often not captured in 
general population statistics, and collection efforts.37 Despite the setbacks due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Member States have an opportunity to effectively realign post-recovery efforts with the 2030 
Agenda to quickly rebuild pandemic-related losses, and accelerate its implementation.38 

International and Regional Framework 

The 2030 Agenda was formulated as a successor to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) that 
formally ended in 2015 and represents the latest effort to coordinate a unified, global partnership towards 
sustainable development.39 It establishes an interrelated framework for sustainable development that 
places joint responsibility on all Member States.40 Inclusivity is a key tenet of the 2030 Agenda, and the 

 
26 United Nations, General Assembly, Seventieth session. Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development (A/RES/70/1). 2015. 
27 United Nations, World Commission on Environment and Development. Report of the World Commission on Environment and 

Development: Our Common Future. 1987. 
28 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. The 17 Goals. n.d. 
29 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Social Development for Sustainable Development. n.d. 
30 United Nations Sustainable Development Group. Foundational Primer on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. 2019. 
31 Ibid. 
32 Ibid. 
33 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2022. 2022. p. 2. 
34  Ibid., pp. 3-7. 
35 Ibid. 
36 Ibid. 
37 Ibid. 
38 Ibid. 
39 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. The 17 Goals. n.d. 
40 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. Sustainable Development. n.d. 
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goals set forth are applicable to all Member States irrespective of socioeconomic status.41 Furthermore, 
the 2030 Agenda highlights the importance of leaving no one behind, reflecting a new sense of urgency in 
ensuring that the benefits of globalization are spread across all ranges of socioeconomic statuses.42 The 
promise to leave no one behind implies that society supports the most vulnerable populations and 
addresses the inequality and discrimination that these populations often face.43 Vulnerable populations 
are oftentimes not captured in typical metrics, and indicators used to measure progress, underscoring the 
need for non-traditional methods of data collection to fulfill the promise to leave no one behind.44  
 
The 17 SDGs that accompany the 2030 Agenda emphasize progress across a wide span of areas 
integral to a sustainable society such as health, economy, education, environment, and infrastructure.45 

Each of the 17 SDGs is substantiated by 7-19 key targets that translate the overarching goal into a list of 
tangible targets that Member States can work towards.46 Each target is supported by 1-4 key indicators 
that aid in measuring progress towards each target.47 Tracking the underlying key progress indicators is 
critical to accurately measure momentum towards attaining the 2030 Agenda.48 The UN releases a yearly 
Sustainable Development Goals Progress Chart that provides a summary of progress towards the SDGs 
based on current data and estimates from UN departments such as the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs, and the World Health Organization, as well as external organizations such as the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and World Bank Group.49 In the 
Sustainable Development Goals Progress Chart of 2022, there were a number of deteriorating indicators 
such as ensuring access to safe, nutritious, and sufficient food as well as achieving full employment.50 
This deterioration reflects the deepened challenges in achieving the 2030 Agenda due to impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, climate change, and conflict.51 
 
Member States recognized the level of financing required to meet the 2030 Agenda, and as such worked 
together to create the Addis Ababa Action Agenda (AAAA) which was adopted in 2015 as a policy 
framework for aligning economic investment towards sustainable development.52 The AAAA addresses all 
sources of financing from public policies for strengthening private investment to public finance in the form 
of national, international, and multilateral development banks.53 It contains several commitments for 
official developmental support from the international community through engagements such as a global 
forum to bridge the infrastructure gap and specific financial and technical support between developed and 
least developed countries.54 Member States agree to mobilize domestic resources such as tax revenue 
and public procurement frameworks towards sustainable development as well as cooperate multilaterally 
in financing development in areas critical to the 2030 Agenda, such as energy, transportation, water, and 

 
41 United Nations Sustainable Development Group. Foundational Primer on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. 2019. 
42 UN General Assembly. Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1). 

2015. 
43 United Nations. Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Leaving no one behind. n.d. 
44 Ibid. 
45 United Nations Sustainable Development Group. Foundational Primer on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. 2019. 
46 UN General Assembly. Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1). 

2015. 
47 United Nations Sustainable Development Group. Foundational Primer on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. 2019. 
48 Ibid. 
49 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Sustainable Development Goals Progress Chart 2022. 

2022. 
50 Ibid. 
51 Ibid. 
52 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Financing sustainable development and developing 

sustainable finance. 2015. p. 1. 
53 United Nations, General Assembly, Sixty-ninth session. Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International 

Conference on Financing for Development (Addis Ababa Action Agenda) (A/RES/69/313). 2015. p. 6. 
54 Ibid. 
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sanitation.55 To follow-up on the implementation of the commitments, the AAAA establishes an annual 
Financing for Development Forum that supports the review of the 2030 Agenda.56 
 
The Paris Agreement was also adopted in 2015 at the UN Climate Change Conference (COP21) with the 
long-term goal of limiting the global temperature increase to 2 degrees Celsius while also making efforts 
to limit it even further to 1.5 degrees Celsius.57 This legally binding international treaty commits all 194 
signatory Parties to reduce emissions and support global efforts to mitigate the impacts of climate 
change.58 The Paris Agreement outlines methods to reduce emissions and mitigate current output of 
greenhouse gasses such as expanding greenhouse gas sinks like forests as well as investing in 
renewable energy infrastructure.59 Member States are expected to submit a Nationally Determined 
Contribution every five years, outlining each Member State’s plan to reach key climate targets as well as 
systems necessary to monitor and verify progress.60 The reduction of greenhouse emissions necessary to 
limit the global temperature increase is critical to achieving the 2030 Agenda as well.61 Though the Paris 
Agreement is most directly applicable to Goal 13 (Climate action), climate change will impact nearly every 
aspect of society, consequently affecting overall progress towards each of the 17 SDGs.62 
 
The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (Sendai Framework) was adopted in 2015 with the 
goal of mitigating disaster risk and reducing losses in lives, livelihoods, and health of societies due to 
disasters.63 Seven global targets are outlined within the framework including reducing direct economic 
loss due to disasters, increasing the number of early warning systems, and developing disaster reduction 
strategies at national and local levels.64 The Sendai Framework further addresses four priority areas that 
cover: assessing disaster risk, strengthening governance of disaster risk, investing in infrastructure for 
risk reduction, and ensuring effective responses in the event of disasters.65 Member States are 
encouraged to improve disaster risk infrastructure in ways such as increasing real time access to reliable 
disaster risk data, preparing government infrastructure to address potential disasters, strengthening 
disaster-resilient infrastructure, and increasing public awareness of disaster management strategies.66  In 
order to monitor progress, the Sendai Framework Monitor captures self-reported progress data from 
Member States towards 38 global indicators that support the seven global targets. The goals of the 
Sendai Framework are critical to ensuring that progress towards the 2030 Agenda is not hindered by 
disasters of increasing severity and frequency.67 

Role of the International System 

Within the UN System, the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is responsible for facilitating 
knowledge and progress linked to the three pillars of sustainable development: economic, social, and 
environmental sustainability.68 ECOSOC oversees several UN agencies that support the 2030 Agenda 
through mechanisms such as bridging knowledge gaps between Member States, examining lessons 
learned from past initiatives such as the MDGs, and addressing implementation challenges that may 

 
55 United Nations, General Assembly, Sixty-ninth session. Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on 

Financing for Development (Addis Ababa Action Agenda) (A/RES/69/313). 2015. p. 10. 
56 Ibid.,. p. 37. 
57 Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Twenty-first session. Paris 

Agreement. 2015. p. 3. 
58 Ibid. 
59 Ibid., p. 6. 
60 Ibid., p. 4. 
61 Ibid., p. 10. 
62 Ibid. 
63 United Nations, General Assembly, Sixty-ninth session. Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 

(A/RES/69/283). 2015. 
64 Ibid., p. 12. 
65 Ibid. 
66 Ibid., pp. 16-24. 
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arise.69 ECOSOC also facilitates the exchange of information around sustainable development through 
the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development(HLPF), the Development Cooperation 
Forum, the High-Level Policy Dialogues, the Integration Segment, and the Operational Activities for 
Development Segment.70 ECOSOC shares joint responsibility for the HLPF, one of the principal 
international platforms for tracking progress at both the Member State and international level.71 The HLPF 
convenes every four years under the auspices of the UN General Assembly to conduct a comprehensive 
review of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.72 The HLPF then convenes on an annual basis under 
the auspices of ECOSOC for eight days, providing an opportunity for stakeholders to gather and present 
updates, share knowledge, and highlight challenges regarding the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.73 
 
During the HLPF, ECOSOC receives inputs from intergovernmental bodies and forums, major groups and 
stakeholders, partnerships and other voluntary commitments, and Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) 
from Member States that detail progress and challenges in the implementation of the SDGs.74 Member 
States have the opportunity to present VNRs that detail progress and challenges in the implementation of 
the SDGs.75 VNRs also serve as the basis for the regular reviews of the 2030 Agenda conducted by 
ECOSOC and consist of Member States’ self-conducted reviews that track implementation progress of 
the 2030 Agenda at national and sub-national levels.76 Member States have highlighted how the VNR 
process is a mechanism to raise awareness about the SDGs, demonstrating the utility of the VNR not just 
as a performance metric but also to mobilize stakeholder engagement in the process of working towards 
the 2030 Agenda.77 The Voluntary National Reviews Synthesis Report is a compilation of the VNRs 
presented at the HLPF, and is produced by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs.78 The 2022 VNR Synthesis Report focused on the ways in which the COVID-19 pandemic has 
adversely affected progress in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.79 
 
Another key instrument for strengthening the science-policy interface of the 2030 Agenda is the Global 
Sustainable Development Report (GSDR) which is published every four years by an Independent Group 
of Scientists appointed by the UN Secretary-General in support of the HLPF.80 The 2019 GSDR 
highlighted that the world is not on track to achieve most of the 169 targets and many trends were not 
even moving in a direction towards sustainable progress.81 Noting rising inequalities, climate change, 
biodiversity loss, and increasing amounts of waste from human activity, the 2019 GSDR offered six entry 
points that offer the most potential for achieving the scale of transformation necessary to put the world on 
track to achieve the 2030 Agenda: human well-being and capabilities, sustainable economies, food 
systems and nutrition patterns, energy decarbonization with universal access, urban and peri-urban 
development, and global environmental commons.82 The GSDR recommends that these six entry points 
be targeted through four levers including governmental action, economic policy and public and private 

 
69 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. Sustainable Development. n.d. 
70 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. Promoting Sustainable Development. n.d. 
71 United Nations, General Assembly, Sixty-seventh session. Format and organizational aspects of the high-level political forum 

on sustainable development (A/RES/67/290). 2013. 
72 United Nations, High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development. High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable 

Development. n.d. 
73 Ibid. 
74 Ibid. 
75 United Nations, General Assembly, Sixty-seventh session. Format and organizational aspects of the high-level political forum 

on sustainable development (A/RES/67/290). 2013. 
76 United Nations, High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development. Inputs to the High-level Political Forum on 

Sustainable Development. n.d. 
77 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 2022 Voluntary National Reviews Synthesis Report. 2022. pp. 79-

80. 
78 United Nations, Department of Global Communications. Voluntary National Reviews: Synthesis of Main Messages. 2022. p. 2. 
79 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 2022 Voluntary National Reviews Synthesis Report. 2022. pp. 66-

68. 
80 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Global Sustainable Development Report (GSDR). n.d. 
81 United Nations, Independent Group of Scientists 2019. The Future is Now: Science for Achieving Sustainable Development 

(Global Sustainable Development Report 2019). 2019. pp. xx-xxiii. 
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financing, engaged citizenry and grassroots contributions, and investments in science and technology.83 
The 2023 GSDR will build upon the 2019 GSDR and provide evidence and recommendations for practical 
solutions that enable science to support the acceleration of the six entry points.84 

Effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda 

The COVID-19 pandemic has impeded progress towards nearly every aspect of the 2030 Agenda.85 The 
pandemic has negatively impacted public health outcomes as well as socioeconomic outcomes globally, 
especially in least developing countries.86 Although all SDGs have been affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic, some SDGs that have been particularly impacted include SDG 1 (No Poverty), SDG 4 (Quality 
Education), and SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth).87 The UN Secretary-General’s report on 
overcoming inequalities to accelerate the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic (E/CN.5/2023/3) brings 
attention to the exacerbated economic inequalities between developing and developed countries due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.88 Even as Member States rebuild pandemic-related economic losses, the per-
capita output of developing countries is projected to be more than 2 per cent below pre-pandemic levels 
while that of developed economies is expected to fully recover by 2023.89 As noted in the 2023 report, 
“Addressing the social impacts of multifaceted crises to accelerate recovery from the lingering effects of 
the pandemic through the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda” (E/CN.5/2023/4), the pandemic led to 
a rise in extreme poverty in 2020 for the first time since 1998.90 The rise in extreme poverty due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic was more severe in least developed countries that relied on tourism and external 
capital flows to sustain the economy.91 At the beginning of the pandemic, schools were fully or partially 
closed for, on average, 41 weeks across the world, hindering learning development for students across 
primary, secondary, and tertiary grades.92 Member States with poor learning outcomes pre-pandemic also 
tended to have the longest school closures, exacerbating the existing inequalities in educational 
outcomes between Member States with large disparities in the education system. 93 Even as schools 
have reopened, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
estimates that 24 million students are at risk of not returning to school, with those that come from more 
disadvantaged backgrounds being at a higher risk of not returning.94 In 2022, the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) in partnership with UNESCO and the World Bank published “Where Are We on 
Education Recovery?”, a joint report highlighting the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on educational 
outcomes.95 The report emphasizes the need for adequate resources to effectively recover and rebuild 
education infrastructure in affected communities.96 

 

 
83 Ibid. 
84 United Nations, Independent Group of Scientists, HLPF 2022. Global Sustainable Development Report 2023 Update to 

Member States, HLPF 2022. 2022. 
85 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2022. 2022. pp. 3-4. 
86 Ibid. 
87 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. Creating full and productive employment and decent work for all as a way of 
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90 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. Addressing the social impacts of multifaceted crises to accelerate recovery 

from the lingering effects of the pandemic through the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development (E/CN.5/2023/4). 2023. 
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92 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2022. 2022. pp. 34-

35. 
93 United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization et al. What’s Next? Lessons on Education Recovery: 

Findings from a Survey of Ministries of Education amid the COVID-19 Pandemic. 2021. pp. 4-5. 
94 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2022. pp. 34-35. 
95 United Nations Children’s Fund. Where Are We on Education Recovery? 2022. pp. 27-28. 
96 Ibid. 
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Despite the significant setbacks caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, there are opportunities for capacity-
building in new ways to better support progress on the SDGs.97 In 2022, the OECD published a policy 
paper entitled “The Sustainable Development Goals as a framework for COVID-19 recovery in cities and 
regions.”98 In this paper, the OECD notes that the SDGs can be a valuable guide for shaping the recovery 
process towards a more inclusive and sustainable long term recovery plan.99 For example, SDGs can be 
a framework for identifying priorities, incentives, and resources that align with sustainable development 
across national, regional, and local levels of government.100 Furthermore, capacity building and recovery 
fund allocation can be aligned with the 2030 Agenda to integrate the 2030 Agenda into society.101 The 
Voluntary National Reviews Synthesis Report of 2022 published by the HLPF highlights a number of 
ways through which Member States successfully adopted new mechanisms to provide remote services to 
all their citizens during the pandemic, leading to the introduction of new digital technologies that expand 
access to key public services.102 For example, Member States were able to rapidly build new programs 
for computer loans to streamline online learning for students and utilize technologies such as television 
and radio broadcasts to support learning for marginalized populations that lack internet access.103 
Member States also needed new ways to provide social assistance for those vulnerable to the 
socioeconomic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, leading to measures such as cash transfer programs 
to poor and vulnerable populations.104 Despite the setbacks due to the COVID-19 pandemic, effectively 
aligning post-COVID-19 pandemic recovery with the 2030 Agenda is a critical opportunity to accelerate 
progress towards meeting the 2030 deadline.105 

Strengthening Data Infrastructure for Tracking Progress on the 2030 Agenda 

Although SDG data collection efforts have steadily improved, there are still significant data gaps that 
hinder the ability to track progress towards achieving the 2030 Agenda.106 The World Bank reports that on 
average, Member States only had at least one data point on 55% of the SDG indicators between 2015 
and 2019.107 Disaggregated, geographically-located, timely data on the key indicators of progress are 
necessary to accurately estimate the pace of progress.108 Disaggregated data refers to data that has been 
divided into smaller subpopulations by different metrics such as sex, age, and disability status.109 There 
are 32 SDG indicators that require disaggregation metrics by sex, yet only two-thirds of those are 
available as disaggregated data sources across most Member States.110 Furthermore, only 7 of the 21 
indicators that require disaggregation by both sex and age are available, and only two out of the 10 
indicators that require disaggregation by disability status are available.111 While Member States recognize 
the need for high-quality data, the 2022 VNR highlights the challenge that they face in collecting the 
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requisite data to measure SDG progress.112 One of the major impediments is capacity and funding for 
collecting timely data at the required disaggregated dimension.113 Furthermore, oftentimes data is not 
well-coordinated across different administrative systems, leading to multiple sources for the same 
indicator that differ in both definition and methodology.114 As a result, these data sources cannot be 
collated, and provide little overall insight into the indicator itself.115 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic resulted in nearly all national statistics offices (NSOs) reducing or eliminating in-
person data collection, severely limiting traditional sources of data collection. Yet, the demand for data to 
support policy making and public assurance throughout the COVID-19 pandemic lead to new innovative 
ways to use non-traditional data and support the national data ecosystem.116 For instance, in the 
Philippines, the use of Computer-Aided Web Interviews has carried over from the COVID-19 pandemic, 
allowing more efficient SDG data collection without any loss in accuracy.117 In Kazakhstan, a pilot project 
was launched to use space-based monitoring systems to examine efficiency of agricultural land for 
monitoring SDG 2 (Zero Hunger).118 The 2022 VNR also noted that some Member States have 
significantly improved their data collection efforts by investing in national statistical systems.119 For 
example, Pakistan increased the number of indicators from 21 in 2016 to 133 in 2021 by investing in 
technical support and training, as well as establishing common standards and survey instruments for 
integrating work across different ministries.120 Ultimately, disaggregated, high-quality, timely data 
collection is necessary to achieve the 2030 Agenda. Although these creative approaches are oftentimes 
limited to Member States with preexisting, strong data infrastructure, there are opportunities for 
partnerships and knowledge-sharing to improve Member States infrastructure.121 Strong foundations 
ultimately ensure that Member States can preemptively identify areas of future need and take timely 
action to mitigate any hindrance to achieving the 2030 Agenda.122 

Conclusion 

The 2030 Agenda is a global, unified effort to reshape the world into a society that is more equitable and 
sustainable.123 With the responsibility of facilitating knowledge transfer and reviewing the current state of 
implementation, ECOSOC plays a key role in ensuring that Member States are supported in their efforts 
to achieve the SDGs.124 Current progress is not sufficient to meet the 2030 deadline, and the gap has 
only been exacerbated by the recent global crises such as the COVID-19 pandemic.125 Although the 
COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in setbacks regarding SDG progress, it has also created the 
opportunity to build back better in ways such as robust data infrastructures to support timely, 
disaggregated monitoring of progress.126 As the UN body responsible for the three pillars of sustainable 
development, ECOSOC is a key facilitator of the capacity-building efforts to strengthen post-COVID-19 
resilience and create robust data infrastructures that keep Member States on track to achieve the 2030 
Agenda.127 
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Further Research 

In further understanding the role that ECOSOC plays in reviewing the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda, delegates should consider: Are there are gaps in technology and knowledge transfer between 
Member States regarding sustainable development that ECOSOC could address? How can ECOSOC 
help ensure that economic inequalities do not continue to grow in the aftermath of the COVID-19 
pandemic? How can ECOSOC help accelerate post-COVID-19 pandemic recovery in a way that is 
aligned with the 2030 Agenda? What are ways in which ECOSOC can bolster Member States’ capacity 
for data metrics and tracking progress towards the 2030 Agenda? What are the limitations and challenges 
in collecting data on the SDGs at the local and governmental level that ECOSOC can help address? 
 

Annotated Bibliography 
United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Report of the Virtual Expert Group Meeting 
On “Inclusive and resilient recovery from COVID-19 for sustainable livelihoods, well-being and dignity for 
all: eradicating poverty and hunger in all its forms and dimensions to achieve the 2030 Agenda”. 2021. 
Retrieved 11 February 2023 from: https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-
content/uploads/sites/22/2021/11/EGM-Draft-Policy-Recommendations-Final.pdf 

This final report of the expert group meeting regarding resilient recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic provides detailed insight as to the cumulative effects that the pandemic has had on 
some of the Sustainable Development Goals. The report provides regional perspectives of the 
impacts as well and discusses some of the unique ways in which marginalized and vulnerable 
groups were uniquely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. It also examines the various 
protection measures that Member States implemented and provides a set of short-term and long-
term policy recommendations for recovery. This document will be useful for delegates in 
understanding the various impacts that the COVID-19 pandemic has had on the Sustainable 
Development Goals, as well as provide an outline for potential policy solutions that will aid in 
mitigating the overall impact of the pandemic. 

 
United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 2022 Voluntary National Reviews Synthesis  
Report. 2022. Retrieved 11 February 2023 from: https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-
10/VNR%202022%20Synthesis%20Report.pdf 

The 2022 Voluntary National Reviews Synthesis Report is a summary of the voluntary national 
reports that are given each year at the High-Level Political Forum for Sustainable Development. 
The synthesis report highlights key messages and identifies areas of need within the Voluntary 
National Reviews. This report complements the Sustainable Development Goals Report 2022 by 
providing deeper insight into specific examples of ways in which Member States are working 
towards meeting the 2030 Agenda. Delegates will find this resource helpful in exemplifying 
specific actions that Member States have undertaken to work towards the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. Furthermore, this resource provides insight into the types of internal 
reviews that Member States will typically conduct on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. 

 
United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. The Sustainable Development Goals Report 
2022. 2022. Retrieved 11 February 2023 from: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/The-Sustainable-
Development-Goals-Report-2022.pdf 

This report is the most recent annual report documenting the status of the 2030 Agenda. The 
document highlights several key recent developments such as the COVID-19 pandemic that have 
negatively affected progress towards achieving the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. This 
document is helpful in gaining an understanding of the impacts that recent global issues have had 
on each of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. Delegates can review this document to gain a 
high-level overview of progress and challenges in any of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
and apply that knowledge towards the unique challenges facing their own country. 

 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2021/11/EGM-Draft-Policy-Recommendations-Final.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2021/11/EGM-Draft-Policy-Recommendations-Final.pdf
https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-10/VNR%202022%20Synthesis%20Report.pdf
https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-10/VNR%202022%20Synthesis%20Report.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2022.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2022.pdf


 

13 

United Nations, Independent Group of Scientists 2019. The Future is Now: Science for Achieving 
Sustainable Development (Global Sustainable Development Report 2019). 2019. Retrieved 11 February 
2023 from: https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/24797GSDR_report_2019.pdf 

This report is the first of the quadrennial review of progress towards achieving the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. The 2019 Global Sustainable Development Report highlights that 
the world is not on track to achieve most of the 169 goals and many trends were not moving in 
the right direction towards sustainable progress. To reduce this deficit, the report offered six 
select entry points and four levers by which to bring about the necessary transformations. 
Delegates can use this document for a better understanding of the recommendations proposed 
and how those recommendations may inform the upcoming 2023 edition. 

 
United Nations Sustainable Development Group. Foundational Primer on the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. 2019. Retrieved 19 March 2023 from: https://unsdg.un.org/SDGPrimer 

This document provides a high-level overview of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
It is designed to establish a common base of understanding for the UN System upon which to 
support the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The document 
explains aspects of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development such as financial support, 
data-driven metrics, integrated policy planning, and follow-up and review. Delegates will find this 
document useful in understanding the philosophy behind the 2030 Agenda and specific core 
tenets behind its design. Furthermore, delegates can use this document as a resource for specific 
implementation or logistical nuances related to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
 

Bibliography  
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Twenty-first 
session. Paris Agreement. 2015. Retrieved 30 April 2023 from: 
https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/convention/application/pdf/english_paris_agreement.pdf 
 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development. The Sustainable Development Goals as a 
Framework for COVID-19 Recovery in Cities and Regions. 2022. Retrieved 11 February 2023 from: 
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/6d25b59b-
en.pdf?expires=1686539018&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=0FF2BEC80C5583AE7AB73058B7D43
445  
 
United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Financing sustainable development and 
developing sustainable finance. 2015. Retrieved 29 May 2023 from: https://www.un.org/esa/ffd/wp-
content/uploads/sites/2/2015/07/DESA-Briefing-Note-Addis-Action-Agenda.pdf 
 
United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Global Sustainable Development Report 
(GSDR). n.d. Retrieved 19 March 2023 from: https://sdgs.un.org/gsdr 
 
United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Leaving no one behind. n.d. Retrieved 19 
March 2023 from: https://www.un.org/en/desa/leaving-no-one-behind 
 
United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Report of the Virtual Expert Group Meeting 
On “Inclusive and resilient recovery from COVID-19 for sustainable livelihoods, well-being and dignity for 
all: eradicating poverty and hunger in all its forms and dimensions to achieve the 2030 Agenda”. 2021. 
Retrieved 11 February 2023 from: https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-
content/uploads/sites/22/2021/11/EGM-Draft-Policy-Recommendations-Final.pdf 
 
United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Social Development for Sustainable 
Development. n.d. Retrieved 19 March 2023 from: 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/2030agenda-sdgs.html 
 

https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/24797GSDR_report_2019.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/SDGPrimer
https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/convention/application/pdf/english_paris_agreement.pdf
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/6d25b59b-en.pdf?expires=1686539018&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=0FF2BEC80C5583AE7AB73058B7D43445
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/6d25b59b-en.pdf?expires=1686539018&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=0FF2BEC80C5583AE7AB73058B7D43445
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/6d25b59b-en.pdf?expires=1686539018&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=0FF2BEC80C5583AE7AB73058B7D43445
https://www.un.org/esa/ffd/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2015/07/DESA-Briefing-Note-Addis-Action-Agenda.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/ffd/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2015/07/DESA-Briefing-Note-Addis-Action-Agenda.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/gsdr
https://www.un.org/en/desa/leaving-no-one-behind
https://www.un.org/en/desa/leaving-no-one-behind
https://www.un.org/en/desa/leaving-no-one-behind
https://www.un.org/en/desa/leaving-no-one-behind
https://www.un.org/en/desa/leaving-no-one-behind
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2021/11/EGM-Draft-Policy-Recommendations-Final.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2021/11/EGM-Draft-Policy-Recommendations-Final.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/2030agenda-sdgs.html


 

14 

United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Sustainable Development Goals Progress 
Chart 2022. 2022. Retrieved 11 May 2023 from: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/Progress-Chart-
2022.pdf 
 
United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. The Sustainable Development Goals Report 
2022. 2022. Retrieved 11 February 2023 from: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/The-Sustainable-
Development-Goals-Report-2022.pdf 
 
United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. The 17 Goals. n.d. Retrieved 19 March 2023 
from: https://sdgs.un.org/goals 
 
United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 2022 Voluntary National Reviews Synthesis 
Report. 2022. Retrieved 11 February 2023 from: https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-
10/VNR%202022%20Synthesis%20Report.pdf 
 
United Nations, Department of Global Communications. Voluntary National Reviews: Synthesis of Main 
Messages. 2022. Retrieved 19 March 2023 from: https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/inline-
files/Synthesis%20of%20VNR%20main%20messages%204%20July.pdf 
 
United Nations, Economic and Social Council. Addressing the social impacts of multifaceted crises to 
accelerate recovery from the lingering effects of the pandemic through the full implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development (E/CN.5/2023/4). 2023. Retrieved 30 April 2023 from: 
https://undocs.org/en/E/CN.5/2023/4 
 
United Nations, Economic and Social Council. Creating full and productive employment and decent 
work for all as a way of overcoming inequalities to accelerate the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (E/CN.5/2023/3). 2023. 
Retrieved 30 April 2023 from: https://undocs.org/en/E/CN.5/2023/3 
 
United Nations, Economic and Social Council. Promoting sustainable development. n.d. Retrieved 11 
June 2023 from: https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/promoting-sustainable-development  
 
United Nations, Economic and Social Council. Sustainable Development. n.d. Retrieved 19 March 2023 
from: https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/sustainable-development 
 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization et al. What’s Next? Lessons on 
Education Recovery: Findings from a Survey of Ministries of Education amid the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
2021. Retrieved 19 March 2023 from: https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379117 
 
United Nations, General Assembly, Fifty-fifth session. United Nations Millennium Declaration 
(A/RES/55/2). 2022. Retrieved 11 February 2023 from: http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/55/2 
 
United Nations, General Assembly, Sixty-seventh session. Format and organizational aspects of the high-
level political forum on sustainable development (A/RES/67/290). 2013. Retrieved 11 February 2023 
from: https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/67/290 
 
United Nations, General Assembly, Sixty-ninth session. Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third 
International Conference on Financing for Development (Addis Ababa Action Agenda) (A/RES/69/313). 
2015. Retrieved 30 April 2023 from: http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/69/313 
 
United Nations, General Assembly, Sixty-ninth session. Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
2015-2030 (A/RES/69/283). 2015. Retrieved 30 April 2023 from: 
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/69/283 
 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/Progress-Chart-2022.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/Progress-Chart-2022.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2022.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2022.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-10/VNR%202022%20Synthesis%20Report.pdf
https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-10/VNR%202022%20Synthesis%20Report.pdf
https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/Synthesis%20of%20VNR%20main%20messages%204%20July.pdf
https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/Synthesis%20of%20VNR%20main%20messages%204%20July.pdf
https://undocs.org/en/E/CN.5/2023/4
https://undocs.org/en/E/CN.5/2023/3
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/promoting-sustainable-development
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/sustainable-development
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379117
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/55/2
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/67/290
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/69/313
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/69/283


 

15 

United Nations, General Assembly, Seventieth session. Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1). 2015. Retrieved 11 February 2023 from: 
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/70/1 
 
United Nations, High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development. Inputs to the High-level Political 
Forum on Sustainable Development. n.d. Retrieved 19 March 2023 from: https://hlpf.un.org/inputs 
 
United Nations Children’s Fund. Where Are We on Education Recovery? 2022. Retrieved 19 March 2023 
from: https://www.unicef.org/reports/where-are-we-education-recovery 
 
United Nations, Independent Group of Scientists 2019. The Future is Now: Science for Achieving 
Sustainable Development (Global Sustainable Development Report 2019). 2019. Retrieved 11 February 
2023 from: https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/24797GSDR_report_2019.pdf 
 
United Nations, Independent Group of Scientists, HLPF 2022. Global Sustainable Development Report 
2023 Update to Member States, HLPF 2022. 2022. Retrieved 11 February 2023 from: 
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-08/GSDR%202023%20Member%20State%20briefing.pdf 
 
United Nations Sustainable Development Group. Foundational Primer on the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. 2019. Retrieved 19 March 2023 from: https://unsdg.un.org/SDGPrimer 
 
United Nations, World Commission on Environment and Development. Report of the World Commission 
on Environment and Development: Our Common Future. 1987. Retrieved 19 March 2023 from: 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/5987our-common-future.pdf 
 
World Bank. Are we there yet? Many countries don't report progress on all SDGs according to the World 
Bank's new Statistical Performance Indicators. 2021. Retrieved 11 February 2023 from:  
https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/are-we-there-yet-many-countries-dont-report-progress-all-sdgs-
according-world-banks-n 
      
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/70/1
https://hlpf.un.org/inputs
https://www.unicef.org/reports/where-are-we-education-recovery
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/24797GSDR_report_2019.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2022-08/GSDR%202023%20Member%20State%20briefing.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/SDGPrimer
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/5987our-common-future.pdf


 

16 

2. Fostering Growth for Small Island Developing States (SIDS), Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs), and Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) 

Small Island Developing States (SIDS), Least Developed Countries (LDCs), and Landlocked Developing 
Countries (LLDCs) are at a critical juncture on their path to sustainable development and the achievement 

of the 2030 Agenda. They have been the hardest hit by the COVID-19 pandemic, not only in its 
immediate health and social impacts, but also its indirect consequences through economic changes and 

disruptions in trade and production.128 

Introduction 
 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are a group of 38 United Nations (UN) Member States, and 20 
Non-UN Members of UN regional commissions that are exposed to unique social, economic, and 
environmental vulnerabilities such as tropical cyclones.129 SIDS are located in the Caribbean, the Pacific, 
Atlantic, Indian Ocean and South China Sea (AIS) regions of the world.130 SIDS were established to 
foster their growth and development at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
(UNCED) in Brazil in 1992.131 This summit highlighted how social, economic, and geographical factors 
influence growth and development, and established a platform for addressing economic, and 
environmental issues that affect SIDS, and other parts of the world.132 
 
Least Developed Countries (LDCs) are low-income countries that have limited resources for economic 
negotiations – also known as structural impediments, which leave them highly susceptible to economic, 
and environmental shocks.133 The UN designates 46 countries as members of this group, and assists 
them by promoting global awareness about their economic, and social status, special technical 
assistance, and eased access to global markets for their growth and development.134 The Committee for 
Development Policy (CDP) reviews the list of LDCs every three years using different criteria.135 One of 
these criteria is human assets index (HAI) – which is comprised of data about health, nutrition, and 
education.136 Additionally, gross national income (GNI) and economic and environmental vulnerability 
indexes are used to evaluate Member States designation as LDCs.137 The Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD), defines GNI as the gross domestic product of a given country 
including taxes and foreign earnings.138 The CDP reports to the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 
about additions or graduations from the list of LDCs, which is when a Member State’s development 
indices shows that they are able to thrive without the special accommodations and support that come with 
being on this list.139 The Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked 
Developing Countries, and Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS) works within the UN system to 
mobilize and engage relevant stakeholders to promote growth and development in LDCs.140 UN-OHRLLS 
works to ensure that Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) receive specialized assistance on issues 
such as regional trade, regional integration, diversification of production and export, and climate 
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change.141 Landlocked Developing Countries are a group of 32 UN Member States, 17 of which are 
considered landlocked least developing countries.142 LLDCs face unique challenges in international trade 
as they lack access to the sea, and other forms of trade that require ground transportation across 
international borders.143 These challenges require the export of goods to pass through at least one 
neighboring state, and often through more difficult terrain.144 The result of this, makes the cost of trade for 
LLDCs unsustainable, and leaves them more vulnerable to a disruption in the supply chain.145 Climate 
change, trade, economic development, and global integration are some of the issues that the UN 
prioritizes in SIDS, LDCs, and LLDCs to ensure sustainable development even in the most challenging 
parts of the world.146 

International and Regional Framework 
 
In 1992, Member States adopted Agenda 21 as a program of action for implementing sustainable 
development measures for the use of marine, and coastal resources in SIDS, and how to effectively use 
them to cater for human needs, while protecting, and maintaining biodiversity.147The agenda serves as a 
plan of action for world governments at every level to address poverty, enhance economic and human 
development, and preserve the world’s ecosystems from destruction.148 It also serves as a framework on 
which the former Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and subsequently the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) were built.149 To ensure its continuous implementation, the Commission on 
Sustainable Development was created in 1992 to monitor, and report on its implementation at national, 
local, and regional levels of government.150 Agenda 21 also encourages international cooperation to 
enact policies that prioritize resilient infrastructure which includes building and construction techniques 
and designs that can withstand natural disasters, and the threats of climate change to coastal and marine 
resources in SIDS.151 Trade and sustainable development are included in Agenda 21 as a tool for 
supporting every region of the world to integrate into global markets to promote global economic 
growth.152 Continuous implementation of Agenda 21 provided world leaders with more ambitious 
objectives as were enumerated in the MDGs, and now in the transition to the SDGs.153 
 
In 2014, Member States adopted the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action Pathway (SAMOA Pathway) 
as a framework to address the challenges faced by SIDS, especially due to climate change.154 This 
expanded the mandate of the UN-OHRLLS to include SIDS and address their challenges in growth and 
development.155 The goals of the SAMOA Pathway include the eradication of poverty and sustainable 
development.156 The SAMOA Pathway consists of objectives that are specific to SIDS such as regional 
collaboration for economic growth.157 The SAMOA Pathway seeks to revive global attention to SIDS and 
their vulnerabilities to natural disasters, climate change, and economic shock, while calling for 
international support building resilient infrastructure, promoting international partnership, and seeking 
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innovative solutions to their climate challenges.158 Member States acknowledged that SIDS, LDCs, and 
LLDCs are more vulnerable to climate change due to the vulnerabilities that arise from lack of adequate 
economic and human growth evident in lack of resilient infrastructure.159 The 5th UN Conference on LDCs 
of 2023 (LDC5) includes the Youth Forum under UN-OHRLLS which serves as a platform for young 
people to engage with world leaders on issues related to SIDS, LDCs, and LLDCs, while giving them the 
opportunity to engage with each other and share ideas on implementing change for growing their 
economies.160 A statement was released at the end of the conference in which youth called on national 
governments, civil society, and the private sector to actively engage young people across the world in 
policymaking and implementation of the goals of LDC5, and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.161 The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015 - 2030 (Sendai Framework) is 
being actualized through partnership with the implementing bodies of the, the Paris Agreement, and the 
SAMOA Pathway on Climate Change to focus on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR). These partnerships 
have identified DRR as a tool for sustainable growth, and Member States have committed to supporting 
domestic efforts of these countries in building resilient infrastructure to withstand climate shock, natural 
disasters, and boost local manufacturing.162 These partnerships seek to provide financial support from the 
public and private sectors through investment in DRR management, and by supporting domestic efforts of 
these countries by other Member States in building resilient infrastructure through funding and sharing of 
technology.163 
 
In 2015, the UN General Assembly adopted resolution 70/1, “Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development,” with 17 goals, including the eradication of poverty worldwide.164 LDCs, 
SIDS, and LLDCs face unique challenges in growth of their economies, the SDGs serve as a framework 
for their growth and development.165 The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) 
highlights SIDS, LDCs, and LLDCs as having uneven growth when compared to other Member States in 
terms of SDG 1 (no poverty), and SDG 8 (decent work and economic growth), etc.166 As a commitment to 
ending global poverty, the agenda calls for allocation of resources to rural areas such as modern farming 
and irrigation equipment, where they can be used to support rural farming, fishing and other means of 
livelihood as expressed in SDG 9 (industry, innovation and infrastructure), SDG 11 (sustainable cities and 
communities), etc.167 Another commitment by the international community for SIDS, LDCs, and LLDCs, in 
the 2030 Agenda, is the mobilization for transfer of technology such as fast internet, access computers, 
etc. to these countries.168 These partnerships work towards building resilient, and sustainable 
infrastructure, that will in turn foster economic growth through consistent and highly efficient production 
techniques, and ensure their integration into global markets as enshrined in SDG 17 (partnerships for the 
goals).169 The nature of SIDS requires foreign partnerships for capacity development, Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI), and regional growth.170 Since the growth and development of SIDS, LDCs, and LLDCs, 
depends on interaction with other economies, integration into global trade markets is vital for continuous 
implementation of currently undertaken measures for growth.171 
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In 2020, the CDP reemphasized that LDC5 should adopt “Expanding productive capacity for sustainable 
development” as its theme, proposing it as a framework for the new program of action for 2021-2030.172 
The framework highlights a lack of local production infrastructure as a challenge that prevents building of 
resilient infrastructure, creation of local job opportunities, and advancements in technology.173 In this 
framework, the CDP highlights five focus areas for capacity building which are adequate international 
support, domestic financial frameworks that support economic growth, institutionalizing development 
through building development governance capabilities in local and national governments, investments in 
upgrading production technologies in areas such as agriculture and manufacturing, while strengthening 
social advancements through increased production capabilities that will provide more local jobs, and 
better household income.174 

Role of the International System 
 
In 2018, ECOSOC organized a meeting on “Pathways to Resilience in Climate-affected SIDS: Promises, 
Actions, and Results”.175 This meeting focused on how commitments made by the international 
community towards growth and development of SIDS had been implemented in line with the 2030 
Agenda, and exploring new and innovative ways to address climate change, and promote resilient growth 
in SIDS.176 Some of these commitments include building resiliency for SIDS to manage climate change, 
disaster risk reduction, and the sustainable management of oceans.177 In 2018, the ECOSOC president, 
Munir Akram, released a Presidential Statement on the “Pathways to Resilience in Climate Affected SIDS 
- A Forward-Looking Resilience Building Agenda: Promises, Results, and Next Steps” in which he 
emphasized the importance of resilient infrastructure for sustainable development in SIDS.178 President 
Akram also noted that fostering growth and development of includes investments in innovative financial 
and economic partnerships designed for the needs of each SIDS such as increased export markets, and 
more investment in local production.179 The Presidential Statement also calls for innovative proposals that 
would include debt relief for LDCs with high debt, and boosting tourism and agriculture for climate 
adaptation.180 
 
In 2020, ECOSOC adopted resolution 2020/10 on “Economic and Environmental Questions: Sustainable 
Development”, the Economic and Social Council requested a report from CDP on the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on LDCs.181 This resolution highlighted the importance of updating the existing 
criteria such as economic and environmental vulnerability for maintaining, and graduating from the LDCs 
category, to be more inclusive and cognizant of the various unique, and specific challenges that are faced 
by each LDC.182 Graduation from the LDCs category happens when a Member State meets all the 
requirements listed in the LDC Identification Criteria and Indicators, with enough infrastructure to sustain 
growth without the accommodations that come with being on the LDCs list.183 For example, graduation 

 
172 United Nations, Committee for Development Policy. Framework for the Programme of Action for Least Developed 

Countries. 2020. 
173 Ibid. 
174 Ibid. 
175 International Institute for Sustainable Development. Pathways to Resilience in Climate-affected SIDS: Promises, 

Actions, and Results. 2018. 
176 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. Pathways to Resilience in Climate-Affected Small Island 

Developing States (SIDS) – A Forward-Looking Resilience Building Agenda: Promises, Results, and Next 
Steps. 2018. 

177 United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. New Small Island Developments Commitment to 
Tackle Effects of Climate Change and Obstacles to Sustainable Development. n.d. 

178 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. Presidential Statement on the Occasion of the ECOSOC Meeting 
on Pathways to Resilience in Climate-Affected SIDS- A Forward Looking Resilience Building Agenda: 
Promises, Results, and Next Steps. 2018. p. 1. 

179 Ibid. 
180 Ibid. 
181 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. Economic and Environmental Questions: Sustainable Development 

(E/RES/EN/2020/10). 2020. 
182 Ibid., p. 2. 
183 United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Least Developed Countries Identification Criteria and 

Indicators. n.d.  



 

20 

from the LDCs list by GNI requires a Member State to have a three-year average of 20% above their GNI 
before being added to the list.184 The resolution also acknowledged the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on graduating LDCs, and requested that the report should include the effects of the pandemic 
on their growth and development when they are no longer categorized as LDCs.185 
 
In 2021, the ECOSOC Special Event on SIDS, LDCs, and LLDCs, was held to discuss their 
implementation of the SDGs in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.186 The event served as a forum for 
Member States to address the setbacks to growth and development in these regions that already faced 
major challenges to development.187 One of the objectives of this event was to foster international 
partnerships through policies in different areas of their economies, such as health and tourism, which 
would foster recovery in line with the 2030 Agenda.188 In 2021, President, Akram, stated that “financial 
and international support are necessary for SIDS to recover from the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and other natural disasters”.189 President Akram also highlighted that the COVID-19 pandemic negatively 
impacted LLDCs, and SIDS sources of income due to lockdowns, supply chain disruptions, and default of 
debt.190 Most SIDS have been ineligible for debt suspension – a pause in debt repayment, and interests - 
during the pandemic, and have received inadequate help from the international community leaving their 
sustainable development and growth at risk of even more vulnerability to natural disasters, and other 
unfavorable events.191 This presents a need for alternative measures such as debt restructuring and long-
term fiscal planning to prevent future debt crises.192 

Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the Growth of Small Island Developing States, Least 
Developed Countries, and Landlocked Developing Countries 
 
In 2020, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) identified 42 of the 47 
LDCs as having tourism as a major part of their economies.193 In 2021, the CDP submitted a report to 
ECOSOC entitled “Comprehensive Study on the Impact of COVID-19 on the Least Developed Country 
Category”.194 The report illustrates how the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted the growth and graduation 
of LDCs from the LDC category, and how this will affect them going forward.195 Among LDCs, graduating 
LDCs have been most affected by global trade disruptions that have contributed to diminished 
international trade due to restrictions that were utilized to minimize the spread of the COVID-19 
pandemic.196 Despite continuous global recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic, it is estimated that while 
the tourism industry will continue to grow, total business levels may not recover to pre-COVID-19 levels 
until other business sectors have recovered from COVID-19 related losses.197 The COVID-19 pandemic 
has negatively impacted the growth of LDCs by reducing demand for locally manufactured goods, 
causing delay in supply chain to where raw materials are exported, decreased tourism activities, and debt 
challenges that have severely impacted the funding for household incomes in LDCs.198 
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FDI is a key contributor to the household income of LDCs, and it has impacted the livelihoods of people 
living in these countries – including those in LDCs that are highly reliant on FDIs from oil and gas.199 The 
decline in tourism activities has also caused a decrease in the prices of local goods and services, leaving 
local populations with even lower income as national governments seek solutions through new economic 
policies.200 While some SIDs were able to enact financial policies such as debt relief, to mitigate the 
economic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic due to their population, most LDCs were unable to 
implement such measures because they did not have resilient economies.201 In cases where these 
measures provided some relief, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has stated that these are not 
fiscally sustainable, because LDCs will still require significant financial and economic support from the 
international community, or risk losing the gains of the pre-pandemic era.202 The effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic on the economies of SIDS, LDCs, and LLDCs, has not only slowed international trade, but has 
also disintegrated many local markets from international trading routes, and has yet to pick up despite 
several new economic policies.203 While the international community through actors such as the G20, the 
IMF, and the Paris Club of Industrial Country Creditors have enacted fiscal measures for debt relief such 
as debt suspension and debt forgiveness, the support for revamping SIDS, LDCs, and LLDCs economies 
are inadequate for building back in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.204 

Partnership for Growth in Small Island Developing States, Least Developed Countries, and 
Landlocked Developing Countries 
 
In 2012, the General Assembly adopted resolution 67/206 declaring 2014 as the “International Year of 
Small Island Developing States” with “the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States 
Through Genuine and Durable Partnerships” as its theme.205 This resolution called for international 
support and cooperation in promoting investments, and measures that would facilitate growth and 
development in SIDS.206 The third International Conference of Small Island Developing States took place 
in 2014, and focused on six areas for improving partnerships on SIDS growth and development.207 The 
areas of focus included marine biodiversity, food security and waste management, climate change, 
sustainable energy, water and sanitation, and sustainable economic development with a focus on how 
multilevel partnerships can support the growth of the least developed economies.208 During the 
preparatory process, the SIDS Member States reiterated the importance of maintaining ownership of 
policymaking and implementation to better address their respective needs as highlighted in the SAMOA 
pathway.209The SAMOA Pathway promotes national and regional partnerships among SIDS to develop 
local economies to enhance investments in infrastructure such as transportation, electricity and power 
generation, roads, and ports.210 These infrastructures will in turn drive entrepreneurship and innovation, 
provide jobs and living wages for local populations, enhance gender equality by providing more jobs and 
education for women, while building more regional partnerships for long-term implementation.211. One of 
such partnerships is the annual Global Multi-Stakeholder Small Island Developing States (SIDS) 
Partnership Dialogue which addresses issues such as long-term sustenance of SIDS support, multilevel 
monitoring and accountability of partnerships, and capacity building.212 UN-OHRLLS stated that the 
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vulnerability for SIDS to natural disasters and climate change poses a challenge for foreign investment in 
resilient and sustainable infrastructure.213 This led to a call for research for innovative mechanisms that 
would attract foreign donors and investors for more unilateral partnerships among SIDS for a stronger 
regional partnership.214 In a 2018 presidential statement President Akram, emphasized the need for a 
strong partnership with the private sector as a means for public-private partnership, including private 
capital for funding infrastructure, and other economic mechanisms.215 His sentiments also encourage 
governments to enact favorable policies and engagements that promote disaster risk-informed private 
sector investments in SIDS, while promoting the development of local solutions to disaster risks.216 
 
During LDC5, Member States acknowledged that LDCs are not on track to achieve the SDGs by 2030.217 
One of the thematic round tables at the conference focused on resource mobilization and strengthened 
global partnerships for sustainable development in least developed countries.218 This round table 
addressed issues that affect economic growth of LDCs in relation to financing and investments, and 
concluded with a recommendation that private companies increase their trade with local businesses as a 
means of developing local markets.219 Member States at the round table acknowledged that since FDI is 
low in SIDS, LDCs, and LLDCs due to the COVID-19 pandemic, outside funding would be vital to 
fostering economic growth.220 Stakeholders called for more incentives for public financing in the 
economies of LDCs that will address structural vulnerabilities in their economies, and as such build a 
foundation for further FDI.221 For foreign investment, stakeholders also advocated for South-South 
cooperation as a tool for mobilizing southern Member States to engage more actively in empowering, 
financing, and investing in the economies of LDCs.222 Member States also acknowledged the importance 
of civil society in implementing these goals through their engagement with each Member State, and ability 
to build consensus on more specific issues.223 The Civil Society forum at LDC5 engaged with the Global 
Policy Forum, the Third World Network and Social Watch, LDC-Watch, and other members of civil society 
to share ideas for continuous implementation of the 2030 Agenda in LDCs.224 LDC5, also addresses the 
engagement of youth in partnerships that are working towards the sustainable development of LDCs.225 
The advocacy for youth engagement calls for recognizing youth as more than recipients of aid, but as 
human assets in enacting change when given the right opportunities, training, and access to policymaking 
forums.226 
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Conclusion 
 
While there has been improvement in growth and sustainable development in SIDS, LDCs, and LLDCs, 
the COVID-19 pandemic has slowed implementation to critical levels.227 Ambitious partnerships from 
Member States will improve existing mechanisms for growth and development of SIDS, LDCs, and 
LLDCs.228 Continuous multilevel partnership from the private sector, civil society, and youth, will support 
building back better initiatives in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.229 As these efforts continue to 
yield positive results, investment resilient infrastructure and sustainability are being emphasized in all 
present and future investments in growth, while maintaining that much is still left to be done.230 

Further Research 
When researching this topic, delegates should consider the following questions: How does ECOSOC 
address challenges to growth and development in LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS? How does ECOSOC work to 
ensure that no Member State is left behind in “building back better” in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic? How does ECOSOC monitor implementation of the 2030 Agenda Development in LDCs, 
LLDCs, and SIDS? How will implementation of the 2030 Agenda affect the growth and development of 
LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS? Are there any challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic that affect LDCs, 
LLDCs, and SIDS, that are not currently being addressed by the international community? 
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the COVID-19 pandemic on growth and development in Least Developed Countries. The 
report showed that already implemented objectives were at risk of collapse due the 
effects of the pandemic. It also showed that countries that were graduating from this 
category face the most challenges in “building back better”. Delegates will find this useful 
when researching the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on Least Developed Countries. 
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economic shock. It shows how partnerships are necessary for development of these 
areas in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and how best to serve 
these populations. Delegates can use this as a primary research tool towards 
understanding how growth and development of Small Island Developing States can be 
structured for sustainable development in these areas. 

United Nations, General Assembly, Seventieth session. Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1). 2015. Retrieved 10 February 2023 from: 
http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1 

The growth and development of Small Island Developing States, Least Developed 
Countries, and Landlocked Developing Countries depends on international partnerships. 
Sustainable Development Goal 17 serves as a tool for facilitating these partnerships 
between each State and the relevant stakeholders in implementing the other Sustainable 
Development Goals, as well as the local and national objectives. Delegates can use this 
as a resource for researching how international partnership is a tool for growth and 
sustainable development. 
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