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    U N I T E D   N A T I O N S N A T I O N S   U N I E S 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
-- 

MESSAGE TO  
THE NATIONAL MODEL UNITED NATIONS • NORTHWEST 

NMUN•NW 2014 
Portland, 14 - 16 February 2014 

Your participation in this Model UN comes at a time of opportunity and risk for 
the human family.  We are the first generation that can end extreme poverty -- yet people 
and the planet face the rising pressures of a warming climate, growing inequality and 
exploitation from mines to fields to factory floor. 

The United Nations works every day, around the clock, across the world, to 
confront today’s emergencies while building foundations of peace for tomorrow.  We are 
feeding the hungry, fighting disease and pressing for a nuclear-weapon-free world.  We 
are strengthening peacekeeping, peacebuilding and preventive diplomacy as well as our 
tools for justice and accountability.  Our sights are also set on the key year of 2015: the 
deadline for achieving the Millennium Development Goals, reaching an agreement on 
climate change and adopting a bold vision for the period beyond 2015 that will advance 
economic growth, social progress and environmental stewardship. 

These plans are ambitious. We need people to make them real.  That means you.  
I count on you to use the negotiating skills you learn in this Model UN exercise to help 
navigate the real-world challenges we face.   I encourage you to join forces with like-
minded individuals and groups to generate change and promote mutual tolerance, 
understanding and respect.  I also hope you will link to the United Nations through our 
Twitter and Facebook accounts. 

Technology has globalized communications. 
Now we have to globalize compassion and citizenship.  
In a world that is more connected, we must be more 
united.  With our fates ever more entwined, our future 
must be one of ever deeper and wider cooperation.  That 
is the global logic of our times. 

I look forward to the contributions you will make 
to our shared work for peace, development and human 
rights.  Please accept my best wishes for a memorable 
experience. 

Ban Ki-moon 
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Opening Ceremony Keynote Speaker:  
David Austin, Program Director, Mercy Corps operations in North Korea 

National Collegiate Conference Association, Sponsor of National Model United Nations
Prof. Richard Murgo, President
Michael Eaton, Executive Director 
Paul VanCura, Jess Hopeman, Jeri Lu Mattson

Northwest Model United Nations

E-Creative Solutions

Bonnie Middleton and the Staff of the Portland Marriott Downtown Waterfront Hotel

Distinguished Speakers

The Volunteer Staff of NMUN•NW

NMUN•NW Secretariat

General Assembly Plenary (GA): Galen Stocking, Director
Jennalyn Burke, Assistant Director  

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP): Kristina Mader, Director 
Morgan Deters, Assistant Director 

Economic and Social Council Plenary (ECOSOC): Ardis Smith, Director 
Hilary Waite, Assistant Director 

Human Rights Council (HRC): Amanda Wong, Director
Jennifer Villagomez, Assistant Director

Security Council (SC): Sara Leister, Director
Conference Services: Alvin Loong, Director

Anton Lukyanov, Auric Kaur, Melia Manter

Sameer Kanal  
Secretary-General 

Lucas Carreras 
Director-General

Recognition
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MOTION PURPOSE DEBATE VOTE EXPLANATION

**Point of Order Correct an error in procedure None None Refers to a specific rule

**Appeal of the Chair Challenge a decision of the Chair None Majority Question the Chair’s ruling

Suspension of the Meeting
Recess meeting for a defined
period

None Majority
Used to go into caucus or break for a
given time

Adjournment of the Meeting End meeting None Majority Used only on final day; ends committee for the year

Adjournment of Debate
End debate without a substantive 
vote

2 pro / 2 con Majority Tables the topic; requires a roll call

Closure of Debate
Vote on all draft resolutions; move to 
an immediate vote

2 con 2/3 Majority Ends all discussion on current topic

**Division of the Question  
(Used in voting only)

Consider clause(s) separately from 
rest of draft resolution

Part I: Procedural vote on if this 
motion should be considered

Part II: Substantive vote to accept/
reject separated clauses

2 pro / 2 con

None

Majority

Majority

Voted on in order of most to least radical change

If passes: Clause(s) removed and voted on 
separately

If fails: No change to clause(s) 
Clause(s) separated out and voted on as an annex 
to the original draft resolution

If passes:Annex passes

If fails: Cause(s) discarded and no longer part of 
any draft resolution

**Roll Call Vote  
(Used in voting only)

Vote by roll call, rather than show 
placards

None None Automatically granted once requested

**Adopt  by Acclamation  
(Used in voting only)

Pass a draft Resolution or
draft Report Segment as a
body by consensus

None Majority
Once motioned Chair must ask if there are any 
dissensions

Reconsideration
Re-open debate on an issue (Motion 
must be made by Member that voted 
for Adjournment of Debate)

2 con 2/3 Majority
Untables topic that was tabled by Adjournment of 
Debate

Set Speakers’ Time*
Set or change the Speakers’
Time Limit

2 pro / 2 con Majority
It is very rarely used at the UN and may be ruled 
out of order by the Chair

Close the Speakers List 
(or re-open a closed list)

No additional speakers (added to 
speakers’ list

None Majority
No new speakers can be added to the list. 
Once the list is exhausted, the committee will 
automatically go into voting procedure

Adoption of the Agenda Approval of agenda order None Majority
The approved agenda establishes the order in 
which the topics will be discussed


