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Dear Delegates,

Welcome to the 2025 National Model United Nations New York Conference (NMUN•NY)! We are pleased
to introduce to you our committee, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO). Your committee’s work is facilitated by volunteer staffers. This year’s committee staff are:
Director Jessie Luévano and Assistant Director Sabrina Lambrechts (Conference A), and Director Kaytlyn
Marcotte and Assistant Director Synne Iversen Kverndal (Conference B). Jessie Luévano graduated from
Hamline University as a double major, earning a BA in Political Science and Global Studies. She is based
in Minneapolis, Minnesota and works at a think tank focused on state politics as a policy analyst leading
on health care and child care policy. Sabrina Lambrechts is a senior studying political science at the
Wilkes Honors College of Florida Atlantic University. Her prior research examined the relationship
between climate change and immigration, while currently she researches political violence and
transitional justice. Kaytlyn holds a Bachelor of Arts in International Political Economy from the College of
Idaho. She currently works as a Customer Success Manager with Actus Nutrition. Synne I. Kverndal
holds a Bachelor of Arts in International Studies and Peace and Justice Studies. She is currently pursuing
a M.S in Global Conflict, Security and Cyber Crime at New York University. The preparation of these
materials was supported by Under-Secretaries-General Anthony Bassey (Conference A) and Johanna
Günkel (Conference B) with contributions by Under-Secretary-General for Conference Management
Paola Chávez (Conference A).

The topics on the agenda for this committee are:
1. Protecting UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Conflict Areas
2. Water Resources Management and Sustainable Development

This Background Guide serves as an introduction to the topics for this committee. However, it is not
intended to replace individual research. We encourage you to explore your Member State’s policies in
depth and use the bibliography to further your knowledge on these topics. In preparation for the
conference, each delegation should submit a Position Paper by 11:59 p.m. ET on 1 March 2025 in
accordance with the guidelines in the Position Paper Guide and the NMUN•NY Position Papers website.

Two resources, available to download from the NMUN website, serve as essential instruments in
preparing for the Conference and as a reference during committee sessions:

● The NMUN Delegate Preparation Guide, which explains each step in the delegate process, from
pre-conference research to the committee debate and resolution drafting processes. Please take
note of the information on plagiarism, and the prohibition on pre-written working papers and
resolutions.

● The NMUN Rules of Procedure, which includes the long and short form of the rules, as well as an
explanatory narrative and example script of the flow of procedure.

In addition, please review the mandatory NMUN Conduct Expectations on the NMUN website. They
include the conference dress code and other expectations of all attendees. We want to emphasize that
any instances of sexual harassment or discrimination based on race, gender, sexual orientation, national
origin, religion, age, or disability will not be tolerated. If you have any questions concerning your
preparation for this committee, please contact the Deputy Secretaries-General at dsg.ny@nmun.org.

We wish you all the best in your preparations and look forward to seeing you at the Conference!

Jessie Luévano, Director
Sabrina Lambrechts, Assistant Director
Conference A

Kaytlyn Marcotte, Director
Synne Iversen Kverndal, Assistant Director
Conference B

NMUN is a Non-Governmental Organization associated with the United Nations
Department of Global Communications and a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization of the United States.

https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/nmun-pp-guide.pdf
https://www.nmun.org/conferences/new-york/prepare-for-committee/position-papers.html
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United Nations System at NMUN•NY
This diagram illustrates the United Nations system simulated at NMUN•NY. It shows where each
committee “sits” within the system to demonstrate the reportage and relationships between entities.
Examine the diagram alongside the Committee Overview to gain a clear picture of the committee’s
position, purpose, and powers within the United Nations system.
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Committee Overview

Introduction

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is a specialized agency
that coordinates with the United Nations through the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).1 Although
it is financially and structurally independent from the United Nations, UNESCO works closely with several
United Nations entities to promote common goals, including peace and security and social and economic
development.2 Per its mandate, UNESCO has coordinated and produced several international standards
for the promotion of peace through collaboration in the fields of education, intercultural dialogue, and
communication and information.3 Among these are the Convention Against Discrimination in Education
(1960), the Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice (1978), the ICT Competency Framework for
Teachers (2018), the Global Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications concerning Higher
Education (2019), and the Recommendation on the Ethics of Artificial Intelligence (2022).4

Mandate, Functions, and Powers

UNESCO’s mandate is derived from Article 1, paragraph 3 of the Charter of the United Nations (1945),
and is fully defined by the UNESCO Constitution (1945).5 UNESCO is tasked to promote collaboration
among Member States in the fields of education, science, and culture to develop and maintain peace, the
rule of law, and mutual respect.6 Additionally, UNESCO is responsible for coordinating and supporting the
development of knowledge and culture for “economic stability, political security, and general well-being of
the peoples of the world.”7 UNESCO plays a significant role in coordinating international conventions and
setting standards in the areas of education, culture, and science.8

Whilst the following list is not exhaustive, the mandate of UNESCO can be summarized as:

● UNESCO will generally: make policy recommendations to other bodies and Member
States in the fields within its mandate; hold international conferences to deliberate
issues and set standards; provide expert research and consultation to the primary
organs of the United Nations system and synergize its work with other United Nations
bodies through ECOSOC; work with other entities and organizations to implement
programs in matters related to education, science, culture, communication, and

8 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Implementation of standard-setting
instruments. 2015.

7 Conference of Allied Ministers of Education. Conference for the Establishment of UNESCO
(ECO/CONF./29). 1945. p. 1.

6 ibid. Art. V, Art. I, para. 1.

5 United Nations Conference on International Organization. Charter of the United Nations. 1945. Art. 1;
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Constitution of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. 1945. p. 5.

4 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. UNESCO (ERI/2010/WS/2). 2010. p.
37; United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Recommendation on the Ethics of
Artificial Intelligence. 2022; United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Global
Convention of Higher Education. N.d.

3 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Basic Texts: 2016 edition. 2016.
2 United Nations Conference on International Organization. Charter of the United Nations. 1945. art. 63.
1 New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. United Nations Handbook 2024-25. 2024.
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information; maintain international standards and records of cultural, natural, and
intangible heritage; provide support to Member States in protecting items of cultural
significance, improving their education systems, and collaborating in scientific fields.9

● UNESCO will not generally: set norms and standards in fields other than education,
science, and culture; demand action from Member States and other entities on policy
development and implementation, typically encouraging and helping facilitate
partnerships with organizations instead; request specific action from Member States
and other entities on the promotion of access to education, cultural heritage, and
scientific programs but instead provide frameworks and policy recommendations.10

Outlined in its Medium-Term Strategy 2022-2029, UNESCO further serves as: an international forum for
ideas, innovation, and policy advice in education, science, culture, and communication and information; a
global center for policy analysis, monitoring, benchmarking, and the development and analysis of data
and statics; a standard-setter that supports their implementation; a facilitator and catalyst for international
and regional cooperation.11 UNESCO also plays a significant strategic oversight role with respect to the
implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 4 (quality education) of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.12

Governance, Funding, and Structure

UNESCO is a legally independent agency that entered a relationship with the United Nations in 1945.13

UNESCO is governed by its own set of rules, membership independent from that of the United Nations,
organizational structure, and budget.14UNESCO currently has 194 Member States and 12 Associate
Members.15Two major bodies, the General Conference and Executive Board, govern the work of
UNESCO.16

The General Conference, consisting of all UNESCO Member States, meets every two years.17 The
General Conference is primarily responsible for: electing the 58 members of the Executive Board, who
serve four-year terms; deliberating on and approving recommendations from the Executive Board;
summoning international conferences; considering reports from Member States; and advising United
Nations organizations on matters of education, science, and culture.18 The General Conference may also
establish special and technical committees, create subsidiary organs, and invite observers on the
recommendation of the Executive Board.19 Every two years, the Executive Board: prepares the biennial

19 ibid. Arts. III-VI.

18 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Constitution of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. 1945. Arts. III-VI.

17 ibid.
16 New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. United Nations Handbook 2023-24. 2023.
15 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Member States. N.d.
14 Idid.
13 United Nations, General Assembly. Agreements with Specialized Agencies (A/RES/50(I)). 1945.
12 ibid.

11 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Medium-Term Strategy 2022-2029 (41
C/4). 2022.

10 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. UNESCO in brief. N.d.

9 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. UNESCO (ERI/2010/WS/2). 2010. p.
32.
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agenda for, submits policy recommendations to, and implements decisions adopted by the General
Conference; recommends the admission of new Members; nominates the Director-General; and reviews
the budget.20 Additionally, the Executive Board may advise the primary organs of the United Nations on
issues relevant to its mandate, consult with representatives of intergovernmental organizations (IGOs)
and independent experts, and request advisory opinions from the International Court of Justice.21 At its
2021 session, UNESCO reaffirmed its commitment to addressing global issues in accordance with the
2030 Agenda by renewing its Medium-Term Strategy for the time period 2022-2029.22

22 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. General Conference: 41st Session -
9-24 November 2021. 2021.

21 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Constitution of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. 1945. Art. V.

20 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Constitution of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. 1945. Art. V; United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization. Executive Board in Brief. N.d.
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1. Protecting UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Conflict Areas

“There is no need to choose between saving lives and preserving cultural heritage. The two are
inseparable”.23

Introduction

World Heritage Sites are important for preserving cultural heritage, but they are being attacked, and there
is not yet an adequate solution to protecting them.24 The Convention Concerning the Protection of the
World Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972), adopted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) general conference, states World Heritage Sites are properties that
have outstanding value in terms of cultural heritage and natural heritage.25 Cultural Heritage is defined as
monuments, groups of buildings, and sites that have pervasive and global value from a historical,
aesthetic, ethnological, or anthropological perspective.26 Natural heritage is defined as physical,
biological, geological, and physiographic formations and natural areas that have pervasive and global
value from an aesthetic, scientific, or conservationist point of view.27 The World Heritage Mission is a goal
of UNESCO that includes protecting culture and heritage, encouraging international cooperation, and
building an infrastructure that provides resources to help Member States.28 Despite the importance of
World Heritage Sites, non-state armed groups are increasingly targeting and damaging them.29 Non-state
armed groups, frequently terrorists, loot the sites and participate in the illicit trade of cultural property.30 In
2020 alone, 854,742 cultural property objects were seized globally, and there was an increase in illegal
excavations.31 Placement on the World Heritage list may provoke non-state actors and make these places
targets.32 Damage done to cultural sites means recovery and reconstruction are necessary.33 When done
correctly, recovery can benefit and empower local communities.34 Non-state armed groups that ignore
norms and legal obligations pose the most danger to WHS in conflict areas, and there are not yet
adequate solutions to handling them.35

35 Schorlemer. Getty Museum. Fighting Terrorist Attacks against World Heritage and Global Cultural
Heritage Governance. 2022.

34 World Heritage Centre. United Nations, Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization.
Reconstruction of the destroyed mausoleums of Timbuktu (Mali). 2021.

33 World Heritage Centre. United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. n°86 - World
Heritage and Reconstruction. 2018. pp. 5, 16.

32 Schorlemer. Getty Museum. Fighting Terrorist Attacks against World Heritage and Global Cultural
Heritage Governance. 2022.

31 International Criminal Police Organization. Cultural property crime thrives throughout pandemic says
new INTERPOL survey. 2021.

30 Council of the European Union. Council Conclusions on EU External Action on Preventing and
Countering Terrorism and Violent Extremism. 2020. p. 8.

29 Schorlemer. Getty Museum. Fighting Terrorist Attacks against World Heritage and Global Cultural
Heritage Governance. 2022.

28 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.World Heritage. 2024.
27 ibid. p. 2.
26 ibid. p. 2.

25 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, General Conference. Convention
concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage. 1972. p. 2.

24 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.World Heritage sites and museums: A
pact for sustainable development. 2024; Schorlemer. Getty Museum. Fighting Terrorist Attacks against
World Heritage and Global Cultural Heritage Governance. 2022.

23 Bokova. Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect. Mass Atrocities, the Responsibility to Protect
and Cultural Heritage. 2019.
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UNESCO World Heritage adds new sites nearly every year and continues to grow as more Member
States see the importance of highlighting specific places of cultural importance.36 In 1978, UNESCO
created the World Heritage Site program and designated Ecuador’s Galápagos Islands as one of the first
12 sites.37 In 2023, the World Heritage Committee (WHC) added 42 new sites to UNESCO’s World
Heritage List.38 With these additions, there are 1,199 World Heritage Sites across 168 countries.39 World
Heritage Sites act as hubs for education because they tend to have close ties to museums.40 For
example, the Historic City of Melaka, Malaysia, is known for its museums, art galleries, festivals, and
buildings influenced by various religions and cultural blends.41 World Heritage Sites act as a reflection of
humanity’s ancestral history and are a connection to the past that is important for future development.42

Cultural heritage should be protected because of its importance for local communities, especially amidst
conflict when it is most vulnerable.43 While there is no universal definition of conflict areas, the Geneva
Academy on International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights is developing criteria to identify conflict
areas.44 Criteria include “the presence of an international or non-international armed conflict, the transition
from an armed conflict to peace, widespread or serious human rights violations, political and social
instability or repression, or institutional weakness or collapse of state infrastructure.”45 Cultural property is
especially at risk in areas of armed conflict and occupation.46 Terrorist groups target them to gain media
attention and erase cultural diversity.47 Loss and damage of such property is harmful to the host country
as they rebuild post-conflict and seek to reestablish links to cultural heritage.48 Local communities often
experience psychological distress from the destruction of cultural property in this way.49 Transformed
landscapes from physical damage can be disorienting, and people can feel a profound sense of loss from
losing the connection to their past.50 The war against Ukraine has led to the placement of 3 of its 8 World
Heritage Sites on the List of World Heritage in Danger because of physical damage or being at high risk

50 ibid.
49 Human Rights Watch. Destroying Cultural Heritage. 2024.

48 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Frequently asked questions on
Armed Conflict and Heritage. N.d.

47 Schorlemer. Getty Museum. Fighting Terrorist Attacks against World Heritage and Global Cultural
Heritage Governance. 2022.

46 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Frequently asked questions on
Armed Conflict and Heritage. N.d.

45 ibid. p. 1.

44 The Geneva Academy on International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights. Due Diligence: Defining
‘Conflict-Affected’ and ‘High-Risk Areas’. 2013. p. 1.

43 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Frequently asked questions on
Armed Conflict and Heritage. N.d.

42 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.World Heritage sites and museums: A
pact for sustainable development. 2024.

41 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Melaka and George Town, Historic
Cities of the Straits of Malacca. 2024.

40 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.World Heritage sites and museums: A
pact for sustainable development. 2024.

39 ibid.

38 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. UNESCO World Heritage: 42 new
sites inscribed. 2023.

37 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. The World Heritage Convention.
2024.

36 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.World Heritage List. 2024.
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of damage.51 Placement on this list allows for financial and technical assistance from UNESCO and
reminds the international community of their responsibility to aid and protect these sites.52 UNESCO has
verified that 438 cultural sites in Ukraine have been damaged since February 2022.53 In the Gaza Strip,
close to 200 sites of cultural and archaeological significance have been physically damaged because of
the ongoing conflict.54

International and Regional Framework

Military forces have obligations to protect cultural heritage, yet these obligations can be ineffective
because they are often not adhered to.55 The Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the
Event of Armed Conflict with Regulations for the Execution of the Convention (1954) contains
recommendations for protecting cultural property in times of armed conflict.56 The convention was created
in response to the severe damage done to cultural property in the wake of the second World War.57 It
protects cultural objects against theft, vandalism, and pillaging.58 During military occupation, the
occupying power should work with the occupied power to protect cultural heritage.59 Occupying forces are
forbidden from targeting cultural property.60 Despite these obligations, World Heritage Sites are still being
attacked and destroyed by military personnel and non-state actors who ignore these obligations.61

Individual states have guidance and obligations to set up their internal structure to protect cultural
heritage from theft and trafficking amidst conflict under international humanitarian law.62 In 1970, the
Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of
Ownership of Cultural Property (The 1970 Convention) stated that the theft, looting, and illicit trafficking of
cultural property is a crime that strips people of their culture and history.63State parties to the convention

63 United Nations, Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Fight Illicit Trafficking (1970
Convention). 2024.

62 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Frequently asked questions on
Armed Conflict and Heritage. N.d.

61 Schorlemer. Getty Museum. Fighting Terrorist Attacks against World Heritage and Global Cultural
Heritage Governance. 2022.

60 ibid.
59 ibid.

58 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. The Convention for the Protection of
Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict with Regulations for the Execution of the Convention.
1954.

57 Blue Shield, Austria. The 1954 Hague Convention. N.d.

56 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. The Convention for the Protection of
Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict with Regulations for the Execution of the Convention.
1954.

55 Schorlemer. Getty Museum. Fighting Terrorist Attacks against World Heritage and Global Cultural
Heritage Governance. 2022.

54 International Peace Institute Global Observatory.When Protectors Become Perpetrators: The
Complexity of State Destruction of Cultural Heritage. 2024.

53 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Damaged cultural sites in Ukraine
verified by UNESCO. 2024.

52 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Ukraine: UNESCO sites of Kyiv and
L’viv are inscribed on the List of World Heritage in Danger. 2023.

51 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. List of World Heritage in Danger.
2024.
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established a checklist of steps to take after theft.64 The checklist gives states steps to take to cooperate
in returning stolen artifacts.65 Article 5 of the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural
and Natural Heritage (1972) outlines how states should set up infrastructure to protect cultural heritage.66

States are recommended to set up and staff services for the protection and preservation of natural
heritage, conduct and use research so they can counteract dangers to cultural heritage, and develop
national or regional hubs to train people in the protection of cultural heritage.67The International Institute
for the Unification of Private Law (UNIDROIT) is an independent intergovernmental Organization that
works to modernize, harmonize, and coordinate private and commercial law amongst states and
regions.68 UNIDROIT, at the behest of UNESCO, facilitated the UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen or
Illegally Exported Cultural Objects (1995).69 This convention calls for stolen and illegally exported goods
to be returned and supplements the 1970 Convention by establishing legal rules about the return of stolen
goods.70 The convention established that if a cultural object is stolen, it must be returned, and
compensation to the country the object came from may be warranted.71

The UNESCO Declaration concerning the Intentional Destruction of Cultural Heritage (2003) encourages
cooperation between Member States and UNESCO to prevent intentional destruction of cultural
heritage.72 Guidance includes establishing sanctions against those who intentionally destroy cultural
heritage and sharing information with other states if there is an impending threat to cultural property.73 In
2015, WHC adopted the Bonn Declaration on World Heritage.74 Stakeholders gathered to work towards
preventing damage to cultural heritage, specifically in Iraq and the region of the Middle East in the wake
of the damage to the Hatra World Heritage Site in Iraq.75

Role of the International System

UNESCO and its partners give tangible assistance to Member States designed to prevent damage to
cultural heritage and help Member States recover once the damage is done.76 WHC is made up of
representatives from 21 State parties to the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural
and Natural Heritage.77 The committee is responsible for supporting World Heritage Sites through the use

77 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. The World Heritage Committee.
2024.

76 International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property. Celebrating
50 years of the World Heritage Convention. 2022.

75 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Convention Concerning the
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage. 1972.

74 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Launch of global Unite for Heritage
Coalition in Bonn. 2015.

73 ibid. p. 3.

72 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. UNESCO Declaration concerning the
Intentional Destruction of Cultural Heritage. 2003. p. 3.

71 ibid.
70 International Institute for the Unification of Private Law. Overview. 2021.
69 International Institute for the Unification of Private Law. 1995 Convention. 1995.
68 International Institute for the Unification of Private Law. About UNIDROIT. 2021.
67 ibid. pp. 3-4.

66 United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, General Conference. Convention
concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage. 1972. pp. 3-4.

65 ibid.

64 United Nations, Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Fight Illicit Trafficking (1970
Convention). 2024.
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of the World Heritage Fund and allocation of financial assistance to Member States.78 WHC distributes
The Fund for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, which gives monetary and
technical resources for Member States.79This fund has no hard limit, but requests are typically between
$15,000 and $50,000.80 The International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of
Cultural Property (ICCROM) is an advisory body for the World Heritage Convention with a focus on
capacity-building activities for the conservation and management of World Heritage Sites.81 The
assistance is important for Member States because it aids with the reconstruction of World Heritage
Sites.82 UNESCO has emphasized the increasing importance of protecting cultural heritage through
preventative action.83

The United Nations system at large guides Member States, but this guidance alone is not enough to
prevent the destruction of cultural heritage, and additional partnerships are needed.84

The Security Council often partners with UNESCO on theft and trafficking of cultural heritage because of
its connection to funding terrorist organizations.85 In Security Council resolution 2437 (2017) on
“maintenance of international peace and security”, Member States are encouraged to take action against
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), Al-Qaida, and associated individuals and groups involved
in the illicit trade in cultural property.86 Member States are encouraged to establish law enforcement and
judicial infrastructure to prevent and deal with the trafficking of cultural property.87 General Assembly
resolution 76/214 on “culture and sustainable development” reaffirms the importance of cultural heritage
to development.88 The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) works with UNESCO, the
International Council of Museums, the International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL), the
International Institute for the Unification of Private Law, the World Customs Organization (WCO), and the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe to improve national legal frameworks, law
enforcement response, and judicial practices regarding the safeguarding of cultural items and sites.89

Guidance to Member States is important, and additional partnerships are necessary to support the
protection of cultural heritage in conflict.90

Civil Society and non-governmental organizations support efforts to protect World Heritage Sites through
on-the-ground efforts.91 Blue Shield is a non-governmental advisory body to UNESCO on the protection of
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cultural property in the event of armed conflict.92 Blue Shield works to protect cultural heritage during
conflict, raise awareness, promote and provide relevant training, and respond to damage to cultural
property.93 They facilitate agreements with partners such as the International Committee of the Red
Cross, The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), and the United Nations peacekeeping force in
Lebanon to achieve these goals.94 Civil society is important for identifying damage to cultural property in
conflict areas.95 ICCROM helps Member States protect their cultural heritage.96 ICCROMs programme for
Latin America and the Caribbean focuses specifically on the Latin American region.97 They offered a
virtual conference to discuss risk prevention to cultural heritage in the region.98 In 2014, UNESCO
established an Internet platform, “Observatory of Syrian Cultural Heritage,” an information-sharing
platform that relied on contributions from professionals to monitor the state of cultural heritage in Syria
amidst armed conflict.99This information was used as a starting point for reconstruction and restoration
efforts.100

Inefficient coordination between actors remains a prominent barrier to protecting cultural heritage.101

Regulations and frameworks are adhered to with varying degrees of success, often dependent on how
well actors can collaborate.102 In 2011, in Libya, the protection of cultural heritage was primarily successful
because of collaboration with NATO and cultural experts in Libya.103 NATO created a list of cultural
properties that should not be attacked by military efforts.104 In this case, it was successful, but commonly,
adherence to this list has mixed results.105 Lists that specify what cultural property should be protected are
ineffective when uncoordinated or completed too late.106 Lists that are too long are likely to be ignored by
military forces.107 WHC highlighted coordinating parties necessary for the protection of cultural heritage as
a challenge.108 These parties include police, customs officials, museums, Member States, civil society,
and the media.109Occupying forces in armed conflict often attack cultural heritage to decrease morale and
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destroy history.110 ISIL attacks within Syria were designed to erase cultural heritage that did not align with
ISIL’s belief system.111 These attacks partially damaged or destroyed all of Syria’s UNESCO World
Heritage Sites.112

Addressing the Sale of Stolen Artifacts

Museums and law enforcement agencies are making efforts to keep track of at risk and stolen cultural
items.113 UNESCO World Heritage Sites in conflict areas are often vulnerable to theft because of a lack of
law enforcement resources, civil unrest, and poor economic circumstances.114 These circumstances mean
opportunity for looting and illicit trafficking of cultural property.115 The International Council of Museums
publishes yearly Red Lists that identify cultural objects vulnerable to trafficking.116 UNESCO partners with
INTERPOL to keep a Global Database of cultural items suspected to be stolen, and it currently has more
than 400 items from 30 different countries listed.117 The data is collected from museums and educational
institutions that provide descriptions of the cultural items in the event of a theft.118 The Red List and
INTERPOL database are both measures for prevention and reaction in case of theft.119 When an identified
item is stolen, INTERPOL predicts what type of market it could be sold in and alerts sales venues of the
stolen property to encourage reporting to prevent illegal sales.120

Looting of archeological sites and trafficking of cultural objects is a major source of financing for criminal
and terrorist organizations, and it requires a global effort to solve.121 Transnational organized crime is
often connected to the trafficking of cultural property because items are frequently transported through the
same routes that transport drugs, illicit arms, and human beings.122 Trafficking of cultural property is also a
source for laundering money acquired through other criminal activity.123 A challenge of intervening in the
sale of stolen artifacts is that legal sale is often mixed with illegal sale, and stolen objects can be sold
through legitimate channels such as auctions or internet marketplaces.124 UNODC divides trafficking into
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three stages: origin, transit, and transfer or destruction.125 The origin stage is the site from which the
cultural object could be stolen.126 During this stage, states should have security measures to prevent
theft.127 After an item is stolen from the origin site, it enters the transit stage, and this stage is often the
last chance for law enforcement to intercept it before recovery becomes too difficult.128 In the final stage,
transfer or destruction, the object has left the origin country, and recovery is unlikely.129 The Container
Control Programme, established in 2003 by UNODC in coordination with WCO, is a successful program
for the recovery of stolen cultural property.130 The program intercepts drug shipments and identifies illegal
movement of goods by checking that overseas transport containers are carrying goods in line with what
they have declared.131 Recently, UNODC intercepted a container that was falsely declared as containing
scrap metal but held two seventeenth- and eighteenth-century canons that had been stolen from the Fort
of San Lorenzo, a World Heritage Site in Panama.132

The international community has been advised to prioritize the return of stolen artifacts to their countries
of origin.133 A 1978 appeal titled “A Plea for the Restitution of an Irreplaceable Cultural Heritage to those
who Created it,” by former Director-General of UNESCO Amadou-Mahtar M’Bow, called upon Member
States to engage in bilateral agreements to return cultural property to their countries of origin.134

Measures to return goods can include long-term loans, deposits, sales, and donations between
institutions like national museums or libraries that may have come into possession of the artifacts.135 A
successful example of stolen property being returned is half of a soapstone bird statue from the UNESCO
World Heritage Site Great Zimbabwe.136 Great Zimbabwe is the location of stone ruins of a city dating
back to 1100 A.D..137 After being outside of Zimbabwe for over 100 years, the bottom half of a soapstone
bird statue that had been split in two was reunified with its upper half in Zimbabwe in 2000.138 Its return
from a museum in Germany shows how restitution efforts can be restorative to national identity since
soapstone birds are culturally significant symbols of Zimbabwe’s heritage and are traditionally viewed as
sacred representations of the unity of the state and the guardian spirits.139
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Facilitating the Recovery and Reconstruction of World Heritage Sites

Restoration and reconstruction of World Heritage Sites is complex and unique in every case.140Sites in
Syria and the Buddhas in the Bamiyan Valley of Afghanistan were intentionally and irreparably damaged
by the Taliban.141 Religious tensions lead Salafist extremists to attack schools, mosques, and other holy
places of the Sufi in Libya.142 Damage means recovery and reconstruction are necessary, but restoring
damaged sites can be complex because restoration efforts need to be mindful of the history and sensitive
to the socioeconomic needs of local communities.143 The aforementioned cultural landscape of Bamiyan
Valley in Afghanistan has been inscribed on the List of World Heritage in Danger since 2003.144

Conservation efforts in this region are uniquely difficult because of military activity and dynamite
explosions that make parts of the site completely inaccessible.145

Innovative technologies are being used to help assess damage to World Heritage Sites and create
restoration plans.146 The ancient city of Aleppo, which dates back to the 2nd millennium B.C., was added
to the UNESCO List of World Heritage in Danger in 2013 due to the instability of the region and conflict
being predicted to escalate.147 Located in the Syrian Arab Republic, Aleppo fell into conflict in July of 2012
and suffered major destruction because of bombardments, underground bombs, shelling, fires, and street
combats.148 By the time the fighting ended in December 2016, more than 10% of historic buildings had
been destroyed.149 In 2018, UNESCO and the United Nations Institute for Training and Research
published the first comprehensive report on the impacts of these years of conflict.150 For this project, the
researchers used satellite images to visualize damage done to the city and brought in historians,
architects, and archaeologists to draw on their expertise in the assessment process.151 This application of
remote assessment allowed them to see otherwise inaccessible areas and was used to create a report
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that included 518 buildings.152 The data collected provided an important technical basis for the restoration
plans of Aleppo in the future.153

The reconstruction of destroyed World Heritage sites heals local communities, leads to economic
benefits, and furthers cultural identity.154 UNESCO is working with the World Bank to prepare a
framework to highlight how culture and heritage can be used as a key resource during reconstructive
efforts by promoting community ownership, social inclusion, and economic recovery.155 UNESCO’s
Guidebook for Action on the List of World Heritage in Danger highlights the destruction of several
historical mausoleums of Timbuktu as one of the first examples where destruction of cultural heritage was
successfully prosecuted as a war crime.156 Reconstruction of physical places also helps communities
overcome the traumatic experiences of conflict.157 Restoration of the Timbuktu mausoleums in Mali shows
that restoring damaged cultural sites benefits local communities because its reconstruction was
completed in collaboration with the surrounding community.158 The local cooperation of traditional masons
was used to ensure the authenticity of construction practices.159 During the project, cultural heritage was
strengthened because 40 young masons were trained in traditional construction techniques, ensuring
knowledge of those construction techniques continues into the future.160

Conclusion

UNESCO World Heritage Sites are critical to cultural identity, and sites in conflict areas need to be
protected.161Although some individual states have measures in place to protect cultural heritage within
their borders, there is a lack of effective international coordination.162 UNESCO is taking measures to
provide Member States facing threats to their cultural heritage due to conflict with support, but these
efforts are not always enough to prevent the destruction of cultural sites and objects.163 Current methods
in place for the protection of cultural artifacts from theft and trafficking are lacking in some areas, and
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destruction caused by armed non-state actors requires more effort to be effectively addressed.164

Destruction of cultural heritage weakens the foundations of communities and threatens prospects of
lasting peace and reconciliation.165Reconstruction of damaged World Heritage Sites poses challenges,
and finding ways to mitigate these problems is important to provide benefits and closure to the impacted
communities.166

Further Research

As delegates conduct further research and consider how to address this topic, they should consider:
What additional actions can UNESCO take to assist Member States in protecting World Heritage Sites
within their borders? What more can be done to restrict the sale and movement of stolen artifacts? Can
additional technologies be utilized to protect or restore World Heritage Sites? What additional action can
be taken to prevent occupying military forces from damaging cultural property? What can UNESCO do to
stop armed non-state actors from targeting and destroying cultural heritage?
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2. Water Resources Management and Sustainable Development

We must act swiftly not only to safeguard water resources but also to enhance regional and global
cooperation in this area.167

Introduction

More than 40% of the global population is affected by water scarcity.168 Water scarcity and lack of
sanitation practices cause more widespread illnesses and deaths than natural disasters.169 Women and
girls are more susceptible to waterborne illnesses, particularly during times of menstruation and
childbirth.170 Presently, 26% of the global population, or 2 billion people, have limited or no access to safe
drinking water, and 46%, or 3.6 billion people, do not have access to safely managed sanitation.171 This
shows that water is a valuable but limited resource that is vital to achieving sustainable development.172

The global urban population experiencing water scarcity is expected to increase to 1.7 to 2.4 billion
people by 2050.173

Water resources must be used equitably and effectively to promote the protection of water and related
ecosystems.174 The conditions, in which water is managed, supplied, and used, can change at a rapid
pace.175 Conditions affecting water resources management include armed conflicts and disease
outbreaks, such as the COVID-19 pandemic.176 Water resources management is a practice where water
and land resources are utilized equitably to protect the environment and foster social and economic
welfare.177 Controlling water resources and their movement minimizes damage to life and property.178

Integrated water resources management (IWRM) describes a coordinated, multidisciplinary approach to
the development and use of water resources .179

Building scientific knowledge is important to ensure water resources management and sustainable
development go hand in hand.180 The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) promotes water resources management as part of its work on building scientific knowledge
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while supporting sustainable development.181 An integrated approach to water resources management
can foster sustainable development in various areas, including sustainable agriculture and gender
equality.182 Agriculture utilizes methods of water resources management when supplying water to ensure
the growth of crops.183 Globally, water usage for agricultural practices utilizes over 70% of freshwater,
which is predicted to increase alongside production.184 IWRM can help with agricultural management by
addressing the influence of climate change and poor water governance.185 IWRM also empowers women
and girls through enhancing livelihoods and food security, facilitating equitable water access, promoting
gender equality, and recognizing women's needs.186

International and Regional Framework

The right to water and sanitation is a fundamental human right that has developed and gained importance
over time.187 In 1948, the General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR),
establishing a standard for all Member States to achieve through establishing universal human rights.188

The UDHR provides the basis for various international human rights treaties, such as the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) (1996) and the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) (1979).189 Article 11 of the ICESCR
addresses living standards and highlights the right to food, while Article 12 focuses on the right to
healthcare and access to safe drinking water and sanitation.190 Article 14 (2) of CEDAW focuses on the
rights of rural women, emphasizing the need for States parties to ensure social security and adequate
healthcare.191 CEDAW ensures the equal opportunities of women and men through appropriate
measures, such as legislation and capacity building, to ensure women enjoy all human rights and
fundamental freedoms.192 The ICESCR established the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, which recognized the right to water as a separate human right in its General Comment No. 15
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(2002).193 The UDHR was expanded in 2010 through General Assembly resolution 64/292 on “The
Human Right to Water and Sanitation.”194 The expansion of the UDHR ensures that humans can be
legally entitled to having access to water , providing empowerment of marginalized groups and
decreasing inequalities.195

The Mar del Plata Action Plan (1977) was one of the first milestones in connecting water resources
management to social and economic development.196 The concept of IWRM was developed and emerged
through the creation of the Mar del Plata Action Plan.197 While addressing issues surrounding IWRM, the
action plan provides recommendations on infrastructural development like scientific infrastructure for
water assessment.198 The Mar del Plata Action Plan additionally focuses on how to utilize water equitably
and effectively to protect water as a resource and water-related ecosystems through assessment
methods, like hydrological data series.199

IWRM holds importance to gender equality through the need for an equal presence in decision-making to
enhance community resilience.200 The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, which was adopted
during the Fourth Conference on Women in 1995, addresses the advancement of equality, development,
and peace for women tied to diversity and roles in society.201 The main objective of the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action is to empower all women through improving access to economic opportunities and
healthcare.202 The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action shows that gender equality is important to
water resources management by emphasizing the connections between sustainable development and
gender equality.203

Water is a key aspect of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) (2015) and is
directly connected to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).204 SDG 6 (clean water and sanitation)
is not only revolving around drinking water, hygiene, and sanitation but also the sustainability and quality
of water resources.205 Water resources management creates impacts on other SDGs, such as SDG 5
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(gender equality) for example through the division of domestic work between genders and the influence of
water resources on gender equality.206

Role of the International System

UNESCO provides support to Member States in water resources management through the
Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme (IHP) and the World Water Assessment Programme.207 IHP
was founded in 1975 and is the only intergovernmental program within the United Nations system
addressing water research and management.208 IHP uses science and evidence to build capacity in water
resources management for Member States.209 It utilizes the IHP Water Information Network System to
enhance global cooperation for sustainable water resources management.210 Moreover, UNESCO created
the World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP), which provides information and recommendations for
achieving the water-related goals of the 2030 Agenda through the annual publication of the World Water
Development Reports.211 Through the World Water Development Report series, WWAP supports
science-policy dialogues, develops case studies, and informs policy and decision-making processes.212

Over 30 United Nations agencies have programs addressing water or sanitation, but there is no exclusive
fund, agency, or program dedicated to water issues alone.213 United Nations Water (UN-Water) is the
coordinating mechanism between all United Nations agencies related to water resources management.214

UN-Water was established in 2003 by the United Nations System Chief Executive Board for
Coordination.215 Besides UNESCO, another member of UN-Water is the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), which focuses on environmental aspects related to water resources management
and sustainable development.216 Additionally, UNEP and UNESCO collaborate through UNESCO’s
International Centre for Water Resources and Global Change and UNEP’s program Global Environment
Monitoring System for Freshwater (GEMS/Water).217 GEMS/Water develops trainings and guidance
based on national and regional levels through data generation on water quality.218

The integration of various stakeholders alongside United Nations programs and Member States is critical
to promoting and coordinating sustainable efforts for water resources management.219 The 2023 United
Nations Water Conference, convened by the General Assembly pursuant to resolution 75/212 on the
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“United Nations Conference on the Midterm Comprehensive Review of the Implementation of the
Objective of the International Decade for Action, Water for Sustainable Development, 2018-2028.”220 The
2023 United Nations Water Conference focused on unity among Member States, professionals, and
stakeholders including women, children, and Indigenous people, in commitment towards achieving SDG
6.221 The 2023 United Nations Water Conference focused on the coordination and promotion of measures
for sustainable water resources management, such as mobilizing financial resources and technological
investments.222

Equitable access to water security and resources management is interrelated with peace and
prosperity.223 The 10th World Water Forum, co-hosted by the World Water Council and the government of
Indonesia, was held in May 2024 to discuss WWAP’s United Nations World Water Development Report
2024: Water for Prosperity and Peace.224 Discussions at the 10th World Water Forum highlighted how
equitable access to water and water security through resources management ensures peace and
prosperity.225 The 10th World Water Forum also addressed the connection between climate change and
water management by promoting improved knowledge, increased cooperation, and strengthened
awareness of water-related issues as overarching objectives.226 During the 10th World Water Forum, key
issues, such as the global change in water security and transboundary cooperation, were addressed
through establishing financial and policy-based initiatives, plans for funding, and capacity building within
water management.227 At the Forum, UNESCO also organized an exhibition that presented research and
information on water resources management.228 UNESCO further facilitated workshops to promote
knowledge, cooperation, and awareness of water-related issues.229

International collaboration allows for countries to develop integrated water resources management for
transboundary waters.230 Water sources shared by two or more countries, such as river basins, lakes, and
aquifers, are considered transboundary waters, accounting for 60% of the world's freshwater flow.231

UNESCO maintains collaborations with regional organizations, such as the Organisation of American
States and Sahara and Sahel Observatory, through the Internationally Shared Aquifer Resources
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Management (ISARM) programme launched in 2000.232 ISARM collaborates with regional organizations
to provide social and economic growth to improve the management and conservation of groundwater
resources and their sustainability.233 Additionally, the work of the organization revolves around
transboundary aquifers, through improving the understanding of legal and socioeconomic issues revolving
around shared water resources such as rivers and lakes.234

Private sector companies have participated in addressing water scarcity and water resources
management, ensuring positive water cycles through various initiatives.235 The United Nations Global
Compact is the world's largest corporate sustainability initiative working on aligning universal principles
revolving around human rights and the environment through corporate strategies and operations.236 The
United Nations Global Compact is committed to working with companies to achieve the SDGs through
collaboration and innovation.237 Together with the Pacific Institute, the United Nations Global Compact
created the CEO Water Mandate in 2007, seeking to work with business leaders on addressing global
water challenges through cooperation with governments, civil society, and the United Nations.238 The CEO
Water Mandate aims at businesses providing contributions around water security and the SDGs through
pillars such as resilience and innovation.239 The Alliance for Water Stewardship (AWS) is a global
partnership that consists of private sector stakeholders, non-governmental organizations, and public
sector representatives.240 Bringing together stakeholders from different sectors, it promotes a universal
framework of sustainability and water resources management.241 AWS aims to enable people,
businesses, and cultures to ensure a prosperous nature in the present and future by encouraging major
water users, such as governments and cities, to collaborate on sustainable water resources management
and water security.242

Enhancing Sustainable Agriculture and Food Production through Water Resources
Management

The use of sustainable water practices in the agriculture sector is critical to ensuring food security and
nutrition for all and transforming food systems.243 Globally, the agriculture sector uses over 72% of the
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freshwater supplies.244 The use of sustainable water resources management for agriculture and food
production has been the focus of UNESCO since 2020.245 This is crucial as the international community
faces the adverse effects of climate change, such as increased annual temperatures.246 Drought-prone
Member States often experience more food insecurity as the effects of climate change continue to
increase and impact their agricultural environment through limited crop yields and general destruction.247

The World Water Development Report series consistently highlights the challenges of climate change,
local resource management, groundwater reliance, and regional cooperation in addressing water needs
for agriculture.248 In 2020, WWAP published the Water and Climate Change Coursebook, which illustrates
various capacity-building methods that Member States can implement, such as agroforestry, rainwater
collection for irrigation storage, and other methods.249

Cooperation and collaboration on transboundary water resources management and regulation are crucial
for the international community, especially to ensure sustainable and water-efficient agriculture.250

Transboundarywaters span across multiple Member States’ borders, thus limiting the ability to regulate
usage, limit pollution, and ensure equal access.251 In 2022, UNESCO published a compilation of studies
and essays, titled Transboundary Aquifers: challenges and the way forward, which examine the current
status of transboundary water sources.252 The challenges identified in the 2024 World Water Development
Report include the difficulties in managing transboundary water sources and ensuring access to
unpolluted water for cleaning, cooking, and agriculture.253 One key example of the difficulties in
implementing regional governance for water resources management, recognized by WWAP, for both
transboundary and groundwater resources, is that of the Medjerda River basin between Tunisia and
Algeria.254 Both states have attempted to utilize the river for a variety of development pursuits but have
struggled with cooperation to utilize the resources fairly.255 While UNESCO’s IHP acknowledges that
governance to manage transboundary waters has been a significant challenge in previous phases, its
current strategic plan aims to increase research and education on the benefits of conserving these water
sources.256
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There is a need for more transformative methods of growing practices through sustainable water
resources management, such as the adoption of sustainable farming practices that utilize water more
efficiently.257 One of the benefits of adopting sustainable farming practices is the increased use of more
biodiverse crops.258 Such crops, including greens, beans, and potatoes, can reduce the amount of water
needed to grow as regionally native crops have adapted to survive in local climates.259 These practices
and other efforts for sustainable agriculture are imperative for more sustainable food systems and have
been encouraged by water user associations, consisting of farmers, public and private sector
representatives, and civil society, among others.260 These associations also provide capacity building for
farmers on methods, such as water recycling,efficient irrigation, and use of water non-intensive crops.261

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs), face a unique
challenge in water resources management for sustainable agriculture.262 SIDS and LLDCs are susceptible
to water resource constraints due to a lack of clean potable water, infrastructure to recycle wastewater,
and the sustainable management of irrigation systems.263 The 2024 World Water Development Report
underlined that one of the biggest factors in the use and management of water resources for agriculture is
water governance and the recognition of this governance in formal law.264 This issue is of particular
importance for rural agriculture communities, particularly in SIDS and LLDCs, as most farmers do not own
the land they cultivate, meaning that they often cannot control the volume or quality of water they are
allotted to use.265 In its current strategic plan, IHP identified that one of the most significant impacts to
ensure that SIDS and LLDCs are capable of advancing and utilizing sustainable water practices is
through the use of shared methodologies and streamlining scientific practices.266

Women’s and Girls’ Empowerment in Water Resources Management

Limited access to safe and clean water threatens the lives of over 800,000 women and girls annually.267

Women and girls are more severely impacted by the adverse effects of climate change, as they make up
80% or more of displaced person populations in times of climate-induced migrations.268 Women and girls
are often burdened as the primary unpaid domestic workforce in their communities, responsible for tasks,
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such as caretaking, farming, cleaning, childcare, collecting water, and more.269 These responsibilities
usually take hours to complete and limit women and girls’ abilities to pursue education and work outside
of these domestic duties.270 In low-income and rural areas, less than 15% of women and girls working in
agriculture own their land, though globally 64% of the agricultural workforce are women and girls.271 The
most recent report of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women,
titled Progress on the Sustainable Development Goals: The Gender Snapshot, acknowledged that in
2023, approximately only 27% of countries had successfully implemented local frameworks on water
resources management and promoting gender equality measures within this scope.272

Women and girls are the first victims of water scarcity.273 The United Nations World Water Development
Report 2024: Water for Prosperity and Peace illustrates the current status of water resource management
across the international community.274 Gender inequality in water resources management remains high,
causing wider implications for sustainable development.275 In times of drought, natural disasters, or
conflicts, women and girls are often the first to experience the effects of water scarcity.276 As the primary
water collectors, women are the first to experience the adverse effects of unclean water from harmful
pollution, waterborne illnesses, and unsanitary water used during times of menstruation and childbirth.277

To accelerate progress towards gender equality and the empowerment of girls and women in water
resources management, WWAP promotes the collection of gender-disaggregated data to investigate and
highlight gender inequalities related to water resources.278 In this context, WWAP provides training to
various stakeholders from academia, public and private sectors, and civil society to improve data
collection.279 In addition, WWAP offers practical guidance on gender integration in water resource
management.280

IWRM ensures access to menstrual hygiene.281 UNESCO’s 2021 report Taking Stock of progress towards
gender equality in the Water Domain: Where Do We Stand 25 Years After the Beijing Declaration?
addresses the impact of water resources management on gender equality and the importance of strong
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water management practices to achieve the SDGs.282 The report also recognizes many of the current and
emerging challenges women and girls face regarding water resources management and sanitation,
including safeguards to clean water, access to affordable water, and education for water quality levels,
particularly in rural areas.283 A consistent challenge women and girls face is access to clean water during
times of menstruation and giving birth.284 The 2021 report acknowledges that 500 million women and girls
do not have access to safe and clean water facilities for menstrual hygiene, which leads to an increased
number of infections and potential health risks.285 These infections and potential health risks include
urinary tract infections, an increased likelihood of having preterm births, and sepsis risks.286 Accordingly,
women and girls who have education on and access to education on clean water during times of
menstruation and childbirth are less likely to contract waterborne illnesses.287 Against this background,
UNESCO has urged for increased menstrual and pre- and post-natal health education and has called for
more equitable access to menstrual supplies and clean water.288

Conclusion

Water resources management is important for sustainable development, particularly in the face of climate
change and water scarcity.289 Sustainable water resources management requires stronger international
cooperation, gender equality, and a commitment to accelerating progress towards SDG 6 (clean water
and sanitation) and other SDGs.290 The lack of a dedicated United Nations agency for water highlights the
need for greater coordination among various United Nations bodies and global stakeholders to address
water-related challenges effectively.291 Collaborative efforts between international organizations, private
industry, and governments are essential to ensure sustainable water resource management and advance
progress towards SDG 6.292 Addressing these challenges is crucial for advancing gender equality,
improving health outcomes, and ensuring sustainable development in vulnerable communities.293

Further Research

As delegates conduct further research into this topic, they should consider: What efforts have been made
by UNESCO to further advancements for gender equality in the context of water resources management?
What impacts can current practices on water resources management have in the future? How can
Member States implement regional efforts to ensure proper water resources management? Are there
additional methods that UNESCO can promote to safeguard water resources management? How do
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science-policy interfaces affect the efforts made in water resources management? What other tools and
programs does UNESCO provide to support Member States? How can UNESCO engage with the private
sector to work on water resources management? What efforts can Member States make to ensure more
equitable access and use of transboundary aquifers and groundwater?
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