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Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to the 2022 National Model United Nations New York Conference (NMUN•NY)! We are pleased to introduce you 
to our committee, the Economic and Social Council Plenary (ECOSOC Plenary). This year’s staff are: Directors Alliyah L. 
Edwards (Conference A) and Allison Uhrick (Conference B), and Assistant Directors Matthias Burtscheidt (Conference A) 
and Filippo Maria Margheritini (Conference B). Alliyah holds two Bachelor of Arts in Criminology and Political Science, and 
is pursuing a Masters of Arts in Criminal Justice Administration. Allison holds a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and 
International Affairs. Filippo holds a Bachelor of Arts in International Studies and recently obtained a Masters in Middle 
East, Caucasus, and Central Asian Security Studies, and plans to pursue a career with international organizations. 
Catherine is a junior at the University of New Haven studying International Affairs with a minor in Criminal Justice. 
 
The topics under discussion for the ECOSOC Plenary are: 

1. Realizing Sustainable Economic Growth by Achieving SDG 8  
2. Strengthening Partnerships for Sustainable Development in Least Developed Countries 

 
As a principal organ of the UN, ECOSOC coordinates the activities of 14 specialized agencies, 13 regional and functional 
commissions, and over 3,900 civil society actors by commissioning studies and reports, monitoring the implementation of 
activities and initiatives, and encouraging cooperation and coherence among policy actions. In addition, ECOSOC 
coordinates funding mechanisms and takes the lead role in formulating policy goals and frameworks for short and long-
term programs, placing particular emphasis on achieving the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. To accurately 
simulate the committee, it will be important for delegates to focus on ECOSOC’s coordination and policy guidance role, as 
opposed to the activities carried out by ECOSOC’s subsidiary bodies. 
 
This Background Guide serves as an introduction to the topics for this committee. However, it is not intended to replace 
individual research. We encourage you to explore your Member State’s policies in depth and use the Annotated 
Bibliography and Bibliography to further your knowledge on these topics. In preparation for the Conference, each 
delegation will submit a Position Paper by 11:59 p.m. (Eastern) on 1 March 2022 in accordance with the guidelines in the 
Position Paper Guide and the NMUN•NY Position Papers website. 
 
Two resources, available to download from the NMUN website, serve as essential instruments in preparing for the 
Conference and as a reference during committee sessions: 

1. NMUN Delegate Preparation Guide - explains each step in the delegate process, from pre-Conference 
research to the committee debate and resolution drafting processes. Please take note of the information 
on plagiarism, and the prohibition on pre-written working papers and resolutions. Delegates should not 
start discussion on the topics with other members of their committee until the first committee session. 

2. NMUN Rules of Procedure - include the long and short form of the rules, as well as an explanatory 
narrative and example script of the flow of procedure. 

In addition, please review the mandatory NMUN Conduct Expectations on the NMUN website. They include the 
Conference dress code and other expectations of all attendees. We want to emphasize that any instances of sexual 
harassment or discrimination based on race, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, or disability will not 
be tolerated. If you have any questions concerning your preparation for the committee or the Conference itself, please 
contact the Under-Secretaries-General for the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Department, Lauren Kiser 
(Conference A) and Eileen Austin (Conference B), at usg.ecosoc@nmun.org 
  
We wish you all the best in your preparations and look forward to seeing you at the Conference! 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Conference A        Conference B 
Alliyah L. Edwards, Director     Allison C. Uhrick, Director 
Matthias Burtscheidt, Assistant Director    Filippo Maria Margheritini, Assistant Director 

https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/nmun-pp-guide.pdf
https://www.nmun.org/conferences/new-york/prepare-for-committee/position-papers.html
https://www.nmun.org/conferences/new-york.html
https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/NMUNDelegatePrepGuide.pdf
https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/nmun-rules.pdf
https://www.nmun.org/conduct-expectations.html
mailto:usg.ecosoc@nmun.org
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United Nations System at NMUN•NY 

This diagram illustrates the UN system simulated at NMUN•NY and demonstrates the reportage and relationships between entities. Examine the 
diagram alongside the Committee Overview to gain a clear picture of the committee's position, purpose, and powers within the UN system. 
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This diagram illustrates the UN system simulated at NMUN•NY. It shows where each committee “sits” within the system to demonstrate the reportage and 
relationships between entities. Examine the diagram alongside the Committee Overview to gain a clear picture of the committee's position, purpose, and powers 
within the UN system. 
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Committee Overview 

Introduction 

Chapter X of the Charter of the United Nations (1945) established the Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) as a founding body and one of the six principal organs of the United Nations (UN).1 ECOSOC 
oversees the allocation of approximately 70% of UN resources through its oversight of 12 specialized 
agencies, and 13 functional and regional commissions.2 The Council is mandated to serve as the primary 
body for policy dialogue on economic, social, cultural, educational, and health-related topics, to advise 
and coordinate the activities of Member States and other UN entities on matters within this mandate, and 
to lead discussion on the implementation of the international development framework.3 
 
ECOSOC has undergone several reforms since its inception; notably, during 1960s and 1970s, 
developing Member States worked to broaden the agenda of the UN and bring focus to new areas, 
including the promotion of development and the elimination of poverty.4 In 1971, General Assembly 
adopted resolution 2847(XXVI), which amended Article 61 of the Charter of the United Nations by 
increasing ECOSOC membership from 27 to 54, in order to better reflect global economic and geographic 
diversity.5 In 1977, the General Assembly adopted resolution 32/197, Restructuring of economic and 
social sectors of the United Nations System, and sought to improve ECOSOC’s effectiveness by 
increasing coordination with its subsidiary bodies.6 To avoid any duplication of work due to broad 
mandates, the General Assembly adopted resolution 50/227 (1995) on Further measures for the 
restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations in the economic, social and related fields, clarifying 
that its role is to provide policy guidance while ECOSOC’s focus is on coordination of implementation.7  
 
Throughout the last decade, the General Assembly implemented additional reforms aimed at 
strengthening the working methods of ECOSOC.8 These reforms included an expansion of ECOSOC’s 
functions to enable it to lead on identifying and discussing emerging challenges, to act as a policy forum 
for global leaders through the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF), and 
provide a platform of accountability for all levels of monitoring and reporting on universal commitments.9 
An example of this is ECOSOC’s commitment to engaging youth in a partnership focused on ensuring the 
successful attainment of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2015) and its Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).10 This partnership began when the 2010-2011 Year of Youth prompted the 
first ECOSOC sanctioned Youth Forum in 2012, a meeting that engaged youth and brought to light issues 
like unemployment for the younger generation.11 The success of the first sanctioned ECOSOC Youth 
Forum has now resulted in a more structured and thorough annual forum.12 In 2018, the General 
Assembly adopted resolution 72/305, reiterating that ECOSOC’s work should be rooted in inclusivity, 

 

1 UN ECOSOC, About ECOSOC. 
2 Charter of the United Nations, 1945; Educational Broadcasting Corporation, Kofi Annan – Center of the Storm: Who 

Does What?, 2016. 
3 Charter of the United Nations, 1945; Educational Broadcasting Corporation, Kofi Annan – Center of the Storm: Who 

Does What?, 2016. 
4 New Zealand, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, United Nations Handbook 2021-2022, 2021.  
5 Ibid., p. 138. 
6 UN General Assembly, Restructuring the Economic and Social Sectors of the United Nations System 

(A/RES/32/197), 1977. 
7 UN General Assembly, Further Measures for the Restructuring and Revitalization of the United Nations in the 

Economic, Social and Related Fields (A/RES/50/227), 1996. 
8 New Zealand, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, United Nations Handbook 2021-2022, 2021; UN General 

Assembly, Review of the Implementation of General Assembly Resolution 61/16 on the Strengthening of the 
Economic and Social Council (A/RES/68/1), 2013. 

9 UN ECOSOC, The New ECOSOC – Overview of Functions and Working Methods, 2014. 
10 UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Youth Forum, 2019. 
11 Ibid. 
12 Ibid. 
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transparency, and flexibility.13 The 2020 Youth Forum was slated to take place in mid-April 2020, but has 
since been postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, with a new date to be announced at a later time.14 

Governance, Structure, and Membership 

ECOSOC is comprised of 54 Member States, each of which is elected by the General Assembly for 
overlapping three-year terms.15 The members are elected according to the geographical distribution of 
UN Member States that are meant to ensure representation from all regions and levels of development.16 
Seats are allocated to each of the following five regional groups of states: 14 to Africa, 11 to Asia and the 
Pacific; six to Eastern European; 10 to Latin American and Caribbean; and 13 to Western European and 
Others Group.17 ECOSOC proceedings are overseen by a President, Vice-President, and Rapporteur, in 
tandem with a Bureau consisting of the President and four Vice-Presidents.18 These representatives are 
each elected for a one-year term at the end of each annual session in July.19 The Bureau is elected by 
the full Council annually in July.20 The Bureau sets ECOSOC’s agenda, devises action plans, and 
collaborates with the Secretariat on administrative duties.21 ECOSOC’s presidency rotates among the 
regional groups.22 The current president is Ambassador Collen Vixen Kelapile of Botswana, who was 
elected for the 2022 session.23 
 
Each year, ECOSOC meets for one organizational session, which typically takes place anytime between 
February and July, and one substantive session, which usually occurs in mid-July.24 Organizational 
sessions are dedicated to administrative aspects, such as agenda setting and elections to the Bureau.25 
During substantive sessions, meetings are divided into five segments: the High-Level Segment, the 
Coordination Segment, the Operational Activities Segment, the Humanitarian Affairs Segment, and the 
Integration Segment, with each focusing on separate thematic aspects of the Council’s work.26 The 
addition of these five segments were mandated by General Assembly resolution 68/1 (2013), Review of 
the implementation of General Assembly resolution 61/16 on the strengthening of the Economic and 
Social Council.27 Each annual segment allows the plenary body to focus on specific agenda items and 
dedicate a specific number of working days to each segment.28 The High-Level Segment and HLPF, 
established by General Assembly resolution 67/290 and jointly guided by ECOSOC and the General 
Assembly, focus on the implementation progress of the SDGs.29 The Coordination Segment meets 

 

13 UN General Assembly, Review of the Implementation of General Assembly Resolution 68/1 on the Strengthening 
of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/72/305), 2018, p. 3. 

14 UN General Assembly & UN ECOSOC, UN75 Youth Envoy and ECOSOC Youth Forum Postponement Letter to 
Member States, 2020. 

15 UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Members. 
16 UN General Assembly, Review of the Implementation of General Assembly Resolution 68/1 on the Strengthening 

of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/72/305), 2018, p. 3; UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Members; Charter 
of the United Nations, 1945. 

17 UN General Assembly, Review of the Implementation of General Assembly Resolution 68/1 on the Strengthening 
of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/72/305), 2018, p. 3; UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Members; Charter 
of the United Nations, 1945. 

18 UN ECOSOC, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council (E/5715/Rev.2), 1992. 
19 Ibid. 
20 UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Bureau. 
21 Ibid. 
22 Ibid. 
23 IISD, ECOSOC President Offers Preview of 2022 Session, 2021. 
24 UN ECOSOC, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council (E/5715/Rev.2), 1992, p. 1. 
25 Ibid., p. 4. 
26 Ibid., p. 8. 
27 Ibid., p. 4. 
28 UN General Assembly, Review of the Implementation of General Assembly Resolution 61/16 on the Strengthening 

of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/68/1), 2013, p. 4. 
29 UN General Assembly, Format and Organizational Aspects of the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable 

Development (A/RES/67/290), 2013; UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC High-level Segment, 2019; UN, High-Level 
Political Forum, Lessons Learned from the First Cycle of the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development (HLPF), 2019. 
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annually upon the discretion of the Council and focuses on carrying out the recommendations brought 
forth by the High-level Segment.30 The Operational Activities Segment meets annually after the “first 
regular sessions of the executive boards of the funds and programmes of the United Nations system,” 
and focuses on providing guidance to ECOSOC on the implementation and strategies established by the 
General Assembly.31 The Humanitarian Affairs Segment is held in June and focuses on strengthening 
assistance from Member States on humanitarian emergencies with the additional goal of transitioning 
relief efforts towards development efforts.32 Lastly, the Integration Segment focuses on consolidating “all 
the inputs of Member States, the subsidiary bodies of the Council, the United Nations system and other 
relevant stakeholders and to promote the balanced integration of the three dimensions of sustainable 
development.”33 
 
ECOSOC oversees 14 subsidiary bodies and forums that hold their own sessions and provide 
recommendations, draft resolutions, and annual reports to the Council and, in some cases, to other 
bodies.34 The two most common types of subsidiary bodies are functional, which focus on specific issues, 
such as the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), and regional commissions that focus on 
geopolitical topics, such as the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).35 Other 
subsidiary bodies include standing, ad hoc, expert, and other related bodies.36 Examples of subsidiary 
bodies include: the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations, which serves as a standing 
committee; the Programme Coordinating Board of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, 
which serves as an ad hoc body; and the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, which serves as an 
expert body.37 Each subsidiary body has adopted specific methods of work to align with its mandate, and 
methods are updated regularly.38 

Mandate, Functions, and Powers 

Article 62(1) of the Charter of the United Nations (1945) mandates that ECOSOC “may make or initiate 
studies and reports with respect to international economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and 
related matters,” including human rights and freedoms, to present to the General Assembly and to UN 
specialized agencies.39 ECOSOC may also provide information and assist the Security Council when 
addressing humanitarian crises, including public health emergencies.40 For instance, ECOSOC has 
continually addressed COVID-19 and held an informal briefing on “Joining Forces: Effective Policy 
Solutions for Covid-19 Response” on 11 May 2020.41 As emphasized by recent reforms accentuating this 
role, ECOSOC also provides coordination, monitoring, and advice to UN programs, agencies, and funds 
on international development policies and their implementation.42 To further allow for coordination, a 2007 
reform of ECOSOC brought forth by General Assembly resolution 61/16, established the High-level 

 

30 UN General Assembly, Review of the Implementation of General Assembly Resolution 61/16 on the Strengthening 
of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/68/1), 2013, p. 4. 

31 Ibid., p. 4. 
32 Ibid., p. 4. 
33 UN General Assembly, Review of the Implementation of General Assembly Resolution 61/16 on the Strengthening 

of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/68/1), 2013, p. 4. 
34 UN Dag Hammarskjöld Library, Functional Commissions, 2014. 
35 UN ECOSOC, Subsidiary Bodies of ECOSOC. 
36 Ibid. 
37 Ibid. 
38 UN General Assembly, Format and Organizational Aspects of the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable 

Development (A/RES/67/290), 2013, p. 7. 
39 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. 
40 UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Special Meetings on Emergency Situations.  
41 Ibid. 
42 UN ECOSOC, Progress in the Implementation of General Assembly Resolution 67/226 on the Quadrennial 

Comprehensive Policy Review of Operational Activities for Development of the United Nations System 
(E/RES/2013/5), 2013, p. 1; UN ECOSOC, The New ECOSOC – Overview of Functions and Working 
Methods, 2014. 
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Segment, an annual meeting that brings together representatives from governments, the private sector, 
academia, and civil society to discuss development cooperation.43 
 
In addition to overseeing its subsidiary bodies, ECOSOC’s mechanisms allow for non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) to consult on the work of the UN.44 There are more than 5,000 NGOs that have 
been granted ECOSOC consultative status, allowing them to attend and participate in various UN 
meetings, conferences, and special sessions and participate in international discussions.45 By obtaining 
consultative status, these NGOs are allowed to provide insight to different UN bodies, discussion, and 
policies as they pertain to specialized topics and regions.46 Applications for consultative status are 
considered by ECOSOC’s Committee on NGOs, which was established in 1946 and is made up of 19 
Member States.47 The Committee on NGOs directly reports to ECOSOC on the procedural and 
substantive matters raised by NGOs.48 ECOSOC resolution 1996/31 (1996) defines the principles, 
eligibility requirements, rules, procedures, obligations, and responsibilities for NGOs and the UN in 
establishing the consultative relationship.49 While the Committee on NGOs has postponed its meetings 
due to COVID-19, at its 1 September 2018 session, the Committee granted consultative status to 219 
NGOs, deferred an additional 198 NGOs for consideration in 2020, and reviewed quadrennial reports of 
suspended NGOs, which resulted in the reinstatement of 37 organizations and the removal of 115 
organizations.50  

Recent Sessions and Current Priorities 

Beginning ECOSOC’s annual session, the Operational Activities Segment met from 19-22 and on 27 May 
2020 to review the implementation of General Assembly resolution 71/243 (2017), the Quadrennial 
comprehensive policy review of operational activities for development of the United Nations system, and 
resolution 72/279 (2018) on Repositioning of the United Nations development system in 
the context of the quadrennial comprehensive policy review of operational activities for development of 
the United Nations system.51 The Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review of UN system operational 
activities (QCPR) is a tool for Member States to provide policy recommendations to the UN development 
system and the 2020 QCPR was generally regarded as successful by participants.52 In the context of the 
QCPR, the Secretary-General called for shifting focus to “how the UN development system can ensure 
accelerated efforts as we embark on the Decade of Action for the SDGs.”53 The inputs generated by the 
Operational Activities Segment will be given to the General Assembly during its General Debate in fall 
2020.54 
 
From 9-11 June 2020, ECOSOC’s Humanitarian Affairs Segment met virtually under the theme 
“Reinforcing humanitarian assistance in the context of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Nations: 
taking action for people-centered solutions, strengthening effectiveness, respecting international 
humanitarian law and promoting the humanitarian principles.”55 The high-level panel discussions and 

 

43 UN General Assembly, Strengthening of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/61/16), 2006. 
44 UN DESA, Introduction to ECOSOC Consultative Status. 
45 UN ECOSOC, List of Non-governmental Organizations in Consultative Status with the Economic and Social 

Council as of 1 September 2018 (E/2019/INF/5), 2018. 
46 UN DESA, Introduction to ECOSOC Consultative Status. 
47 Ibid. 
48 Ibid. 
49 UN DESA, Introduction to ECOSOC Consultative Status; UN ECOSOC, Consultative Relationship Between the 

United Nations and Non-governmental Organizations (E/RES/1996/31), 1996, pp. 53-61. 
50 UN DGC, Concluding Session, Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations Recommends Status for 219 

Groups, Adopts Report Containing 2020 Meeting Schedule, 2019; UN DESA, The Committee on NGOs, 
2020.  

51 UN ECOSOC, The 2020 Operational Activities for Development Segment, 2020. 
52 UN ECOSOC, QCPR in 2020, 2020; UN ECOSOC, 2020 ECOSOC Operational Activities for Development 

Segment Chair’s Summary, 2020, p. 4. 
53 UN ECOSOC, 2020 ECOSOC Operational Activities for Development Segment Chair’s Summary, 2020, p. 3. 
54 UN ECOSOC, The 2020 Operational Activities for Development Segment, 2020. 
55 UN ECOSOC, Humanitarian Affairs Segment, 2020. 
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events focused on areas affected by the pandemic, such as the treatment of internally displaced persons 
(IDPs), innovation and new technology, and sexual and gender-based violence.56 Additionally, a joint 
event by the Humanitarian Affairs Segment and the Operational Activities Segment addressed 
peacebuilding in humanitarian crises by looking at the Central Sahel to identify opportunities of further 
collaboration.57  
 
In preparation of the 2020 HLPF, the Secretary-General published his report on “Accelerated action and 
transformative pathways: realizing the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development,” 
highlighting COVID-19’s effects on the global economy and vulnerable populations.58 The report called for 
strengthened multilateralism in Member States’ COVID-19 pandemic response.59 The 2020 annual HLPF 
was held from 7-16 July 2020 under the theme “Accelerated action and transformative pathways: 
realizing the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development.”60 In light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, sessions were held virtually, and participants addressed how to achieve the SDGs while 
tackling the pandemic.61 As part of the 2020 HLPF, 47 Member States presented their Voluntary National 
Reviews (VNRs), outlining their progress on the SDGs.62 The draft ministerial declaration of the HLPF 
highlighted participants’ commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals Summit’s Political 
Declaration, which was adopted in September 2019.63 The draft declaration further recognizes the need 
for an immediate and global ceasefire, improved resilience, universal access to social protection and 
health services, and strengthened cooperation.64 Additionally, former ECOSOC President Juul stated that 
the UN is committed to combatting the COVID-19 pandemic and “rebuilding better after the pandemic, 
with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development as our roadmap.”65 The theme for HLPF 2021 will be 
determined in September 2020 by the General Assembly.66 

Conclusion 

ECOSOC is responsible for coordinating activities and programs through the expansive UN system 
towards the ultimate goal of sustainable development.67 The Council has demonstrated a commitment to 
mobilizing resources and building efforts to address key priority issues, including the promotion of 
development and the formation and maintenance of international partnerships, such as partnerships with 
business entities for the purpose of funding development initiatives.68 As the Council’s current President, 
Collen Vixen Kelapile states, “ECOSOC must rise to the occasion” of helping global recovery from 

 

56 Ibid. 
57 UN ECOSOC, Humanitarian Affairs Segment, 2020; UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Joint Informal Event of the 

Operational Activities and Humanitarian Affairs Segments Transition from Relief to Development: The 
Multidimensional and Interconnected Challenges in the Central Sahel Region: Reducing Needs, Risks and 
Vulnerabilities for People Through Closer Humanitarian, Development and Peacebuilding Collaboration, 
2020, pp. 1-2.  

58 UN ECOSOC, Accelerated Action and Transformative Pathways: Realizing the Decade of Action and Delivery for 
Sustainable Development: Report of the Secretary-General (E/2020/59), 2020, pp. 2-3. 

59 Ibid., p. 11. 
60 UN ECOSOC, High-Level Political Forum 2020 Under the Auspices of ECOSOC, 2020. 
61 Ibid. 
62 Ibid. 
63 UN ECOSOC, Ministerial Declaration of the High-level Segment of the 2020 Session of the Economic and Social 

Council and the 2020 High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, Convened Under the 
Auspices of the Council, on the Theme “Accelerated Action and Transformative Pathways: Realizing the 
Decade of Action and Delivery for Sustainable Development”: Advance Version (E/2020/L.20–
E/HLPF/2020/L.1), 2020, p. 3. 

64 Ibid., pp. 3-7. 
65 UN ECOSOC, Statement by President of ECOSOC Mona Juul on the Adoption of the Draft Ministerial Declaration 

of the High-level Segment of the Economic and Social Council and the High-level Political Forum for 
Sustainable Development Convened Under the Auspices of the Council Through Silence Procedure on 17 
July 2020, 2020, p. 1. 

66 IISD, Member States Consider 8-Goal Review for 2021 HLPF, 2020. 
67 Educational Broadcasting Corporation, Kofi Annan – Center of the Storm: Who Does What?, 2016. 
68 Educational Broadcasting Corporation, Kofi Annan – Center of the Storm: Who Does What?, 2016. 
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COVID-19, and wage “a spirited war against disease, poverty and inequality, impacts of climate 
change.”69 
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While Chapter X of the Charter of the United Nations established the foundation of 
ECOSOC that is held to this day, its operational work and priorities have shifted along 
with the change in the UN’s priorities. General Assembly resolution 68/1 strengthened 
ECOSOC’s role within the UN system, and revised the segment system of ECOSOC, 
changing it to its current five segment approach, and establishing high-level and multi-
stakeholder forums. It is highly recommended that delegates familiarize themselves with 
the content of this monumental resolution to understand the current foundation of 
ECOSOC. 
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1. Realizing Sustainable Economic Growth by Achieving SDG 8 

Introduction 

Sustainable economic growth is a rate of maintained growth that does not create significant economic 
burdens on future generations and can drive societal progress within society by creating decent jobs and 
improving living standards globally.70 Because of this, the importance of sustainable economic growth is 
recognized in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2015) under Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) 8, (“decent work and economic growth”).71 Specifically, goal target 8.1 directly addresses 
sustainable economic growth by aiming to sustainably increase the annual growth rate of Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) per capita, with a focus on an annual GDP growth of 7% for least developed countries 
(LDCs).72 LDCs, according to the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA), 
are in need of this support due to their lower-income status and increased vulnerability to environmental 
and economic shocks as a result of poor and unsustainable infrastructure.73 In the context of SDG 8, 
dialogue on sustainable economic growth includes areas such as: monitoring employment and 
unemployment rates with a focus on those not in education, employment, or training (NEET); measuring a 
country’s material footprint, known as its allocation of extracted raw materials (biomass, fossil fuels, and 
metal and non-metal ores) for economic demand; and labor rights, safe working conditions, and child 
labor and forced labor.74 Since its initial spread, the COVID-19 pandemic has thwarted economic growth, 
leading to a decrease in global employment and productivity.75 As a result of the pandemic, the 
international community saw a sharp decrease in global GDP and an increase in unemployment for 
women, which led to a larger population percentage of people falling under NEET.76  
 
Within the aforementioned areas of focus within SDG 8, the first includes levels of employment and 
unemployment rates, focusing on those who are in the NEET category and on equal access to decent 
work.77 The second is a country’s material footprint, which is the allocation of used raw material extraction 
to the final demand of an economy.78 The total material footprint is considered as the “sum of the material 
footprint for biomass, fossil fuels, metal ores and non-metal ores.”79 The third concerns labor rights, safe 
working environments, and child labor and forced labor.80 Since its initial propagation, the COVID-19 
pandemic has thwarted economic growth, leading to a plunge in global productivity and employment, 
which has led to a steep collapse of global GDP, in addition to greater unemployment for women, and 
leading to larger numbers of youth in NEET.81 
 
International and regional organizations around the globe, including those within the United Nations (UN) 
system, such as UN DESA, the International Labor Organization (ILO), the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), among others, have acted since the adoption of the 2030 Agenda to support 
Member States in advancing the SDGs.82 In particular, the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) has 
continuously monitored goal targets and facilitated dialogue among governmental and non-governmental 
bodies to achieve the goals outlined in the 2030 Agenda.83 

 

70 Economics Online, Sustainable Growth. 
71 UN General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1), 

2015, p.14.  
72 Global Goals for Sustainable Development, 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth. 
73 UN DESA, Least Developed Countries (LDCs). 
74 Čuček, Overview of Environmental Footprints, p. 173; SDG Tracker, Decent Work and Economic Growth, 2018. 
75 UN DESA, The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2020, 2020, p. 40. 
76 Ibid. 
77 SDG Tracker, Decent Work and Economic Growth, 2018. 
78 Ibid. 
79 Ibid. 
80 Ibid. 
81 Ibid. 
82 UN DESA, The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2021, 2021. 
83 UN ECOSOC, Sustainable Development. 
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International and Regional Framework 

The right to work in decent and fair conditions are preserved in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR), first published in 1948.84 In article 23, the UDHR highlights not only the right to work, but 
the right to human dignity in working conditions, equal pay for equal labor, and access to work.85 The 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966) provides further guidelines to 
promote fair labor rights as well as the right of assembly.86 Additionally, the Charter of Economic Rights 
and Duties of States (1974) provides further guidelines for Member States and the international 
community on sustainable economic growth.87 Chapter III states the necessity to safeguard the 
environment, calling for further cooperation among Member States in this sphere.88 Chapter III further 
endorses economic practices, which range from lower tariffs to a fair distribution of economic 
development.89 Similarly, the Declaration on the Right to Development (1986), affirming through article I, 
that development is an inalienable human right and emphasizes the importance of its achievement, while 
simultaneously upholding human rights and individual liberties.90 The United Nations Guiding Principles 
on Business and Human Rights (2011) also presents a set of guidelines for States and private 
businesses in order to promote labor rights and human rights.91 ILO’s Declaration on Social Justice for a 
Fair Globalization is another landmark document adopted by the organization in 2008, which underlines 
the need for social justice in the transformative age of globalization and highlights four foundational 
pillars: employment, social protection, social dialogue, and fundamental principles and rights at work.92 
 
The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (1992), providing the frameworks for 
creating the Conference of the Parties (COP), highlighted the importance of preserving the natural 
environment and addresses increasing greenhouse gasses emissions.93 Article IV calls for the inclusion 
of climate change in economic policies and greater cooperation in fields such as extraction of resource 
and research, among the others.94 Similarly, the United Nations Millennium Declaration (2000) provided 
the framework for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and later, inspiration for the SDGs.95 The 
MDGs highlight the need for international cooperation to achieve economic growth, and sustainability, in 
order to limit anthropogenic disasters and preserve the environment in Chapter IV.96 Lastly, the Addis 
Ababa Action Agenda (2015) provides a framework to for financing sustainable development through 
three dimensions: inclusive economic growth, protecting the environment, and promoting social 
inclusion.97 
 
The landmark resolution for sustainable development remains General Assembly resolution 70/1, 
Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted in 2015 which outlines 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2015).98 The 2030 Agenda, which comprises 17 goals 
and 169 related targets seeks to bring peace and prosperity, advance human rights, and protect the 
environment through international cooperation and development.99 In particular, SDG 8 seeks to promote 

 

84 UN General Assembly, Universal Declaration of Human Rights (A/RES/217 A (III)), 1948. 
85 Ibid. 
86 UN General Assembly, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (A/RES/2200A (XXI)), 

1966. 
87 UN General Assembly, Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States resolution (A/RES/3281 (XXIX)), 1974.  
88 Ibid.  
89 Ibid. 
90 UN General Assembly, Declaration on the Right to Development (A/RES/41/128), 1986. 
91 UN OHCHR, Guiding Principles on Businesses and Human Rights, 2011. 
92 ILO, Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair Globalization. 
93 UNCED, United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 1992. 
94 Ibid. 
95 UN General Assembly, United Nations Millennium Declaration (A/RES/55/2), 2000. 
96 Ibid. 
97 UN General Assembly, Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for 

Development (Addis Ababa Action Agenda) (A/RES/69/313), 2015, p. 1 
98 Ibid. 
99 UN General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1), 

2015, pp. 3, 6. 
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productivity, entrepreneurialism and innovation while implanting equal access to labor with fair and decent 
working conditions.100 

Role of the International System  

ECOSOC monitors and assesses progress achieved in sustainable development as well as provides a 
platform for Member States, governmental, and non-governmental actors to discuss and cooperate on the 
aforementioned fields.101 The ECOSOC Youth Forum provides an annual platform for young persons to 
engage with governmental institutions on matters of sustainable development.102 In particular, the 2021 
ECOSOC Youth Forum emphasized the importance of closing gaps between education and 
professionalism, as well as providing decent working conditions for entry-level internships and 
traineeships.103 
 
The High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) and the Development Cooperation Forum (DCF), overseen by 
ECOSOC, facilitate dialogue among governmental and non-governmental bodies, while also providing 
recommendations to enhance cooperation for the 2030 Agenda.104 The Forum on Financing for 
Development Follow-Up (FFD), mandated by the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, aims to assess current 
development finances and relative allocations, while also establishing dialogue with the World Bank, the 
International Finance Corporation (IFC), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). 105 The Operational Activities for Development Segment (OADS), as outlined in 
General Assembly resolution 72/305, Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 68/1 
on the strengthening of the Economic and Social Council, seeks to guarantee accountability and optimize 
activities in relation to the 2030 Agenda.106 
 
The 2016 General Assembly resolution 70/299, Follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development at the global level led to the strengthening and enhancement of ECOSOC and its 
subsidiaries bodies in accordance to the 2030 Agenda.107 General Assembly resolution 72/279, 
Repositioning of the United Nations development system in the context of the quadrennial comprehensive 
policy review of operational activities for development of the United Nations system, calls for an 
enhancement to the operations of the UN system’s local ramifications, such as country offices, while also 
improving the streamlining process from the international, regional and local levels, allowing for increased 
cooperation among these actors.108  
 
In addition to ECOSOC, actors throughout the UN system, as well as the private sector, play a central 
role in achieving sustainable economic growth.109 Among these, the project Fashion Makes Change by 
the Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, unites actors across the fashion market and civil society under the 
goal of empowering women and taking action against climate change in the apparel industry.110 The 
project directly funds the “Empower@Work Collaborative” (E@W), a joint effort of foundations, nonprofits 
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and the ILO-IFC Better Work project.111 Through their initiative, E@W directly supports women in the 
fashion industry, especially within the garment and footwear industry, while additionally seeking to 
advance gender balancing throughout the supply chain.112 According to Fashion Makes Change, its 
programs have reached more than five million workers with skills, knowledge, and confidence for more 
than a decade.113 Moreover, the UN Global Compact (UNGC), adopted in 2005 by former Secretary-
General Kofi Annan, encourages partnerships between UN institutions and businesses by providing good 
governance practices and recommendations for all adhering businesses following the UNGC’s ten 
principles, which focus on areas of human and labor rights, as well as environmental sustainability.114 
Another platform developed by the UNGC, the SDG Compass, aims to advance SDGs within companies, 
by providing specific tools and indicators developed by academia, civil society, private and public sector, 
while also monitoring their efforts and developing feedback.115  
 
Among UN bodies, UN DESA, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and 
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) share responsibilities in monitoring, analyzing and 
implementing sustainable development measures and participate in several international meetings, 
including the DCF and the FFD Forum.116 Furthermore, ILO’s mission seeks to promote decent work, 
uphold labor standards while advancing social justice.117 The organization has been providing a platform 
for dialogue among its tripartite components, including workers, employers and governments, as well as 
relevant data and analysis on progress related to SDG 8.118  
 
At the civil society level, the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) has been proactive in its 
efforts to achieve SDG 8 through its campaign “Time for 8.”119 The campaign’s goals include 
strengthening the role of trade unions in relation to national and international institutions, emphasizing the 
role of SDG 8 within the 2030 Agenda, and calling for a new social contract that addresses the needs of 
workers and society in a sustainable way.120 In implementing a new social contract between 
governments, workers and businesses, the “Time for 8” campaign advocates for upholding labor rights, 
decent minimum wages, establishing dialogue for ecological and technological transitions.121 In addition 
to advocating for due diligence and accountability as drivers for businesses’ operations, the ITUC has 
spearheaded efforts towards their initiative by training and mobilizing workers worldwide, advocating to 
and negotiating with governments and businesses, and raising awareness on labor rights and workers’ 
grievances through reports and events.122 

Impacts of COVID-19 in Achieving SDG 8 

The COVID-19 pandemic halted, and reversed, years of economic progress in achieving SDG 8, as well 
as progress toward sustainable economic growth.123 According to ECOSOC’s statistics division, global 
GDP growth per capita declined by 4.6% in 2020, and is predicted to increase by 4.3% in 2021.124 While 
economic growth was in decline prior to the pandemic, as demonstrated by the decrease by 0.5% in 
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global GDP, the pandemic hardened economic conditions, unemployment, income, and safety.125 
According to the ILO, up to 400 million workers could have been unemployed by the second quarter of 
2020.126 Additionally, 1.6 billion workers in the informal economy, which are workers operating outside 
formal arrangements such as law or practice, were affected by the pandemic, with income decreasing up 
to 81%.127 According to the ILO, informal economies comprise those economic activities that are not 
encompassed by formal arrangements.128 
 
The tourism industry faced particular hardships caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.129 As reported by 
UNDESA in The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2021 (2021), the tough losses in this sector 
make this field one of the most hard hit by the effects of the pandemic.130 According to the Sustainable 
Development Goals Report 2020 (2020), tourism became a more relevant component of a country’s GDP 
between 2008 and 2018.131 The report encourages restarting economic growth in a post-pandemic world 
by financially recovering tourism, not only for the sector itself, but also for businesses which benefit from 
the industry.132 UNDP has worked to revive former and ongoing projects focused on sustainable tourism 
and revitalize these projects through marketing aimed at domestic tourists.133 For example, the Via 
Dinarica hiking trail in Bosnia and Herzegovina has become an emerging area of sustainable tourism 
through its empowerment and investments of local communities, while also providing accessibility and 
networking opportunities.134  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has negatively impacted informal economies around the world.135 The ILO in 
2018 estimated more than 60% of the world’s employed population are in the informal economies.136 
However, 93% of the world’s informal employment is present in emerging and developing countries, in 
particular: Africa (85.8%); the Middle East (68.6%); Asia and the Pacific (68.2%); the Americas (40%); 
and Europe and Central Asia (25.1%).137 As early as April 2020, the ILO published generic guidelines 
from Rapid assessment of the impact of COVID-19 on enterprises and workers in the informal economy in 
developing and emerging countries (2020), emphasizing the role and size of informal economies and the 
economic and health challenges created by the pandemic.138 In the report, the ILO states that the 
heaviest impacted sectors, wholesale and trade retail, account for about 25% of the informal non-
agricultural economies in the world, and one third in the developing world.139 The informal economy not 
only plays an important role in the global economy, it also plays an important role in the thematic areas of 
SDG 8.140 Informal economies focus on target 8.3, which seeks to formalize small and medium 
enterprises with the ultimate goal of providing financial benefits and fair labor standards.141 
 
The ILO provides specific guidelines on how to tackle the impact of COVID-19 on the economy.142 These 
guidelines are based on four pillars: stimulating the economy and employment; supporting enterprises, 
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jobs and incomes; protecting workers in the workplace; and relying on social dialogue for solutions.143 
More specifically, the ILO recommends the adoption of fiscal policies such as equity injections, loan 
guarantees and tax exemptions, which would allow for fiscal relief for both employers and employees.144 
Another priority is the protection of workers, not only through healthcare assistance, unemployment, and 
sickness benefits, but by adapting measures in the workplace without jeopardizing workers’ health.145 In 
this regard, Thailand and South Africa have, respectively, increased financial protection for nationals and 
non-nationals who seek emergency healthcare and extended unemployment insurance for domestic 
workers.146 Furthermore, the ILO published COVID-19 crisis and the informal economy (2020), which 
produced policy guidelines through a multi-sectorial approach.147 The recommendations include 
supporting greater access to affordable healthcare and limiting the spread of the virus through adequate 
communication and coordination programs to raise awareness on COVID-19 and safeguarding workers in 
the workplace.148 
 
In May 2020, ECOSOC addressed the socio-economic spillovers caused by the pandemic by 
encouraging stimulus packages to keep businesses open, including businesses in informal economies 
and businesses for labor and human rights.149 In July 2021, the HLPF focused on the issue of eye health 
and hosted a side event addressing the connection between eye vision, SDG 8 and COVID-19.150 The 
event highlighted that vision loss costs an estimate of $411 billion and encouraged greater access to eye 
healthcare to boost economic growth.151 In May 2021, HLPF highlighted economic recovery through the 
Business and Industry Major Group, which is pivotal for the achievement of SDG 8, which stressed the 
importance of partnerships and cooperation among businesses, while maintaining a high quality standard 
for business meetings and improving frameworks in coordination with UN bodies.152 In the same month, 
ECOSOC highlighted the opportunity and necessity for a sustainable economic recovery from the 
pandemic, as well as preventing economic downfall, in the report 2021/62 Sustainable and resilient 
recovery from the coronavirus disease pandemic that promotes the economic, social and environmental 
dimensions of sustainable development.153 

Gender Inclusiveness in Sustainable Economic Growth 

The lack of gender inclusivity in the economy has been an ongoing issue prior to the COVID-19 pandemic 
as demonstrated by SDG 8.5, which emphasizes non-discrimination and women in the workforce.154 As 
reported by the IMF in its policy paper Pursuing Women's Economic Empowerment (2018), gender 
inclusiveness leads to a number of benefits within a country’s economy, including increased growth, 
productivity, and economic resilience, as well as fostering equality in income distribution.155 In addition, 
the IMF draws attention to systemic normative and legislative inequalities, including gender pay gaps, 
which are still present worldwide.156 Similarly, the OECD stated that gender-based discrimination in social 
institutions hampers economic development as it reduces countries’ income.157 
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In 2020, UN Women published the report From Insight to Action: Gender Equality in the Wake of COVID-
19, exposing the pandemic’s effects on women in the workforce, where a woman’s employment is 19% 
more at risk compared to men.158 Furthermore, the report also highlights loss in income experienced by 
60% of 740 million women, who are employed in informal economies, and a 72% job loss among 
domestic workers, 80% of whom are women.159 The UN Women report, as well as the IMF report, both 
include proposals increasing a woman’s accessibility for childcare, healthcare, and economic security.160 
 
In addition, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) launched numerous 
projects to advance women-led investments through trainings, partnerships and financial facilitations.161 
UNIDO further supports youth professional formation and women’s inclusiveness through the Learning 
and Knowledge Development Facility (LKDF), which fosters industrial skills development for young 
people in emerging economies and promotes sustainable and industrial development through projects 
such as the Académie de Conduite de Camions En Sécurité (ACCES) in Morocco.162 A collaboration 
between the Moroccan government, Volvo Group, the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), and UNIDO, ACCES provides Moroccan women with training programs to 
become well-trained and skilled truck and bus drivers, as well as Moroccan youth with an interest in road 
transport.163  
 
In addition, UN Women has been proactive in promoting women inclusivity in the economy through 
projects such as Women’s Empowerment Principles (WEPs), created alongside the UN Global Compact, 
with the goal of promoting gender equality and women inclusiveness within businesses.164 Other 
initiatives through UN Women include Markets for Change, which seeks to advance safety, equality, 
women empowerment, and inclusivity in marketplaces in the Pacific.165 In 2012, UN Women, in 
cooperation with other UN agencies, implemented the Joint Programme on Accelerating Progress 
Towards the Economic Empowerment of Rural Women, which enhanced women’s participation and 
empowerment in rural economies.166 
 
ECOSOC reiterated the importance of women’s empowerment and equal access to services and 
opportunities through its resolution 2016/3, Multi-year programme of work of the Commission on the 
Status of Women.167 Alongside its resolution 2021/52, Mainstreaming a gender perspective into all 
policies and programmes in the United Nations system, ECOSOC further highlighted gender inequality 
and provided recommendations for gender mainstreaming.168 Such policies focus on the gender 
inclusiveness in the post-pandemic recovery plans at an international and national levels, but also 
enhancing capacity-building aiming to advance gender equality.169 

Conclusion 

The pathway to achieving SDG 8 presents different, multi-faceted obstacles which encompass social and 
environmental themes, from the increasing number of youth in NEET to labor rights and material 
footprints.170 Furthermore, challenges faced by women in the workplace are hindering sustainable 
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economic growth and reducing development.171 The COVID-19 pandemic has thwarted economic growth 
and accentuated pre-existing inequalities, consequently halting progress towards the goals of the 2030 
Agenda.172 As UN Secretary-General António Guterres stated in his remarks at the ECOSOC segment for 
the OAS: “the COVID-19 crisis has shone a spotlight on international cooperation.”173 The pandemic has 
further exposed existing challenges, such as lack gender inclusiveness, which have limited progress 
towards SDG 8.174 Through round-table diplomacy and robust joint efforts, Member States and 
stakeholders must not only recover from the global pandemic, but are encouraged to start recovery with 
the goal of advancing equality, social justice, and sustainable economic growth, aiming to achieve the 
target goals of SDG 8 by 2030.175 

Further Research  

When researching this important topic, delegates should consider how ECOSOC’s role and capacity can 
achieve sustainable economic growth, and additional questions such as: How are the different socio-
economic scenarios around the world affect the implementation of policies aimed at advancing SDG 8? 
How can countries involve different stakeholders to advance sustainable economic growth and achieve 
SDG 8? What UN agencies and organs can provide the right platform to address the aforementioned 
issues? How can countries tackle COVID-19 while remaining on track to achieve SDG 8? What policies 
should be prioritized in furthering sustainable economic growth? 

Annotated Bibliography 

United Nations, Economic and Social Council. (2020). Progress Towards the Sustainable Development 
Goals: Report of the Secretary-General (E/2020/57). Retrieved 29 June 2021 from: 
https://undocs.org/E/2020/57 

The annual report presented by the Secretariat assesses the progress made worldwide in 
reaching the SDGs. Given the recent outbreak of COVID-19, the report did not focus 
extensively on the effects of the pandemic, but consistently reiterated information and 
analysis related to the SDGs. The section on SDG 8 briefly provides figures and 
information regarding economic growth as well as highlighting instances of lack of decent 
work conditions. 

United Nations, Economic and Social Council. (2021). 2021 ECOSOC Youth Forum Summary. Retrieved 
22 July 2021 from: https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2021doc/2021-
Youth-Forum-Summary.pdf  

The summary on the 2021 ECOSOC Youth Forum provides an overview for the event 
held under the auspices of ECOSOC. The event summary is important for better 
understanding the type of events ECOSOC organizes, providing further understanding 
the body’s mechanism and dynamics. Additionally, the summary highlights the vision of 
youth on the SDGs, as the participants emphasized numerous issues relevant for the 
new generations. 

United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women. (2020). From Insight to 
Action: Gender Equality in the Wake of COVID-19. Retrieved 23 July 2021 from: 
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/gender-
equality-in-the-wake-of-covid-19-en.pdf?la=en&vs=5142 

 

171 OECD, Does gender discrimination in social institutions matter for long-term growth?, 2016; IMF, Pursuing 
Women's Economic Empowerment, 2018; UN Women, From Insight To Action: Gender Equality in the Wake 
of COVID-19, 2020. 

172 UN DESA, The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2021, 2021. 
173 UN Secretary-General, UN Secretary-General's remarks to ECOSOC Segment on Operational Activities for 

Development on 18 May 2021, in New York, 2021. 
174 UN Women, From Insight To Action: Gender Equality in the Wake of COVID-19, 2020; UN DESA, The Sustainable 

Development Goals Report 2021, 2021. 
175 UN DESA, The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2021, 2021. 

https://undocs.org/E/2020/57
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2021doc/2021-Youth-Forum-Summary.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2021doc/2021-Youth-Forum-Summary.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/gender-equality-in-the-wake-of-covid-19-en.pdf?la=en&vs=5142
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/gender-equality-in-the-wake-of-covid-19-en.pdf?la=en&vs=5142


 

Please don’t delete this footer - NMUN-NY 2021 Background Guide Draft - Please don’t delete this footer - 

This report highlights the hardships and outfalls caused by the COVD-19 pandemic on 
women. The report analyses various themes, focusing on socio-economic issues that 
span from domestic violence to healthcare. The report is particularly relevant for 
delegates due important information on women in the workforce and how the pandemic 
has affected the category. 

United Nations, General Assembly, Seventy-second Session. (2018). Review of the implementation of 
General Assembly resolution 68/1 on the strengthening of the Economic and Social Council 
(A/RES/72/305). Retrieved on 22 June 2021 from: https://undocs.org/A/RES/72/305  

This resolution is a landmark document that strengthened and further defined ECOSOC’s 
role in response to the 2030 Agenda. The resolution contains a practical understanding 
on the role required by this body as well providing guidance on its subsidiary fora. 
Delegates will find this document helpful in planning policy proposals that are applicable 
and congruent with ECOSOC and its mission. 

United Nations, International Labour Organization. (2020). Rapid assessment of the impact of COVID-19 
on enterprises and workers in the informal economy in developing and emerging countries. Retrieved 22 
June 2021 from: https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---
travail/documents/publication/wcms_743032.pdf  

This report provides an assessment of the COVID-19 pandemic on informal economies 
and includes valuable insight on the state of formal economies in both developed and 
developing countries. The report is important for delegates to gain a comprehensive 
understanding of the progress made on SDG 8 and sustainable economic growth. 

Bibliography 

 
Čuček et al., (2015). Overview of Environmental Footprints in “Assessing and Measuring Environmental 
Impact and Sustainability”. Retrieved 23 July 2021 from: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780127999685000051  
 
Economics Online. (n.d.). Sustainable Growth. Retrieved 19 June 2021 from: 
https://www.economicsonline.co.uk/Managing_the_economy/Sustainable_growth.html  
 
Fashion Makes Change. (n.d.). Impact. Retrieved 24 July 2021 from: 
https://fashionmakeschange.org/pages/empower-work-collaborative  
 
Fashion Makes Change. (n.d.). Our Mission. Retrieved 24 July 2021 from: 
https://fashionmakeschange.org/pages/about  
 
International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness. (2021). Eye Health & SDG 8: Decent Work and 
Economic Growth. Retrieved 18 September 2021 from: https://www.iapb.org/blog/eye-health-sdg-8-
decent-work-and-economic-growth/  
 
International Fund for Agricultural Development. (n.d.). Joint Programme on Accelerating Progress 
Towards the Economic Empowerment of Rural Women. Retrieved 19 September 2021 from: 
https://www.ifad.org/en/jprwee  
 
International Monetary Fund. (2018). Pursuing Women’s Economic Empowerment. Retrieved 23 July 
2021 from: https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/Policy-Papers/Issues/2018/05/31/pp053118pursuing-
womens-economic-empowerment  
 
International Trade Union Confederation. (2019). ITUC takes demand for a New Social Contract to the 
UN General Assembly. Retrieved 13 October 2021 from: https://www.ituc-csi.org/ituc-takes-demand-for-a-
new-social?lang=en 
 

https://undocs.org/A/RES/72/305
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---travail/documents/publication/wcms_743032.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---travail/documents/publication/wcms_743032.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780127999685000051
https://www.economicsonline.co.uk/Managing_the_economy/Sustainable_growth.html
https://fashionmakeschange.org/pages/empower-work-collaborative
https://fashionmakeschange.org/pages/about
https://www.iapb.org/blog/eye-health-sdg-8-decent-work-and-economic-growth/
https://www.iapb.org/blog/eye-health-sdg-8-decent-work-and-economic-growth/
https://www.ifad.org/en/jprwee
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/Policy-Papers/Issues/2018/05/31/pp053118pursuing-womens-economic-empowerment
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/Policy-Papers/Issues/2018/05/31/pp053118pursuing-womens-economic-empowerment
https://www.ituc-csi.org/ituc-takes-demand-for-a-new-social?lang=en
https://www.ituc-csi.org/ituc-takes-demand-for-a-new-social?lang=en


 

Please don’t delete this footer - NMUN-NY 2021 Background Guide Draft - Please don’t delete this footer - 

International Trade Union Confederation. (2021). ITUC FRONTLINE CAMPAIGNS AND FOUR PILLARS 
FOR ACTION 2021. Retrieved 13 October 2021 from: https://www.ituc-
csi.org/IMG/pdf/ituc_frontlinesandpillarsreport_en_2021  
 
International Trade Union Confederation. (n.d.). A New Social Contract for Recovery and Resilience. 
Retrieved 24 July 2021 from: https://www.ituc-csi.org/a-new-social-contract?lang=en  
 
Learning and Knowledge Development Facility. (n.d.). About LKDF. Retrieved 19 September 2021 from: 
https://lkdfacility.org/about/about-lkdf/  
 
Learning and Knowledge Development Facility. (n.d.). Access Morocco. Retrieved 19 September 2021 
from: https://lkdfacility.org/acces-morocco/  
 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (2011). Guiding Principles on 
Business and Human Rights. Retrieved 25 September 2021 from: 
https://www.ohchr.org/documents/publications/GuidingprinciplesBusinesshr_en.pdf 
 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. (2016). Does gender discrimination in social 
institutions matter for long-term growth?. Retrieved 18 September 2021 from: https://www.oecd-
ilibrary.org/development/does-gender-discrimination-in-social-institutions-matter-for-long-term-
growth_5jm2hz8dgls6-en;jsessionid=XmCxAfgWN37110EBOmuvegoJ.ip-10-240-5-115  
 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. (2019). Tackling Vulnerability in the Informal 
Economy. Retrieved 18 September 2021 from: https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/development/tackling-
vulnerability-in-the-informal-economy_939b7bcd-en#page3  
 
Sustainable Development Goals Tracker. (2018). Decent Work and Economic Growth. Retrieved 19 June 
2021 from: https://sdg-tracker.org/economic-growth  
 
United Nations Business and Industry Major Group. (2021). HLPF 2021 // Sectoral Paper. Retrieved 17 
September 2021 from: 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/28054Business_and_Industry_Major_Group.p
df  
 
United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. (2020). The Sustainable Development Goals 
Report 2020. Retrieved 19 June 2021 from: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/  
 
United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. (2021). The Sustainable Development Goals 
Report 2021. Retrieved 18 September 2021 from: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2021/The-
Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2021.pdf  
 
United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. (n.d.). Least Developed Countries (LDCs). 
Retrieved 20 June 2021 from: https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/least-developed-country-
category.html  
 
United Nations, Development Porgramme, (2018). Via Dinarica – Second Phase. Retrieved 17 
September 2021 from: 
https://info.undp.org/docs/pdc/Documents/BIH/Via%20Dinarica%20Phase%20II%20Prodoc_signed_Jul1
8.pdf  
 
United Nations, Development Porgramme, (2020). Can tourism survive in a post-COVID world?. 
Retrieved 17 September 2021 from: https://www.eurasia.undp.org/content/rbec/en/home/stories/tourism-
survive-post-covid-world.html  
 
United Nations, Economic and Social Council. (n.d.). A Brief History: ECOSOC Development Cooperation 
Forum. Retrieved 19 July 2021 from: https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/a-brief-history  

https://www.ituc-csi.org/IMG/pdf/ituc_frontlinesandpillarsreport_en_2021
https://www.ituc-csi.org/IMG/pdf/ituc_frontlinesandpillarsreport_en_2021
https://www.ituc-csi.org/a-new-social-contract?lang=en
https://lkdfacility.org/about/about-lkdf/
https://lkdfacility.org/acces-morocco/
https://www.ohchr.org/documents/publications/GuidingprinciplesBusinesshr_en.pdf
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/development/does-gender-discrimination-in-social-institutions-matter-for-long-term-growth_5jm2hz8dgls6-en;jsessionid=XmCxAfgWN37110EBOmuvegoJ.ip-10-240-5-115
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/development/does-gender-discrimination-in-social-institutions-matter-for-long-term-growth_5jm2hz8dgls6-en;jsessionid=XmCxAfgWN37110EBOmuvegoJ.ip-10-240-5-115
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/development/does-gender-discrimination-in-social-institutions-matter-for-long-term-growth_5jm2hz8dgls6-en;jsessionid=XmCxAfgWN37110EBOmuvegoJ.ip-10-240-5-115
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/development/tackling-vulnerability-in-the-informal-economy_939b7bcd-en#page3
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/development/tackling-vulnerability-in-the-informal-economy_939b7bcd-en#page3
https://sdg-tracker.org/economic-growth
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/28054Business_and_Industry_Major_Group.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/28054Business_and_Industry_Major_Group.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2021/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2021.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2021/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2021.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/least-developed-country-category.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/least-developed-country-category.html
https://info.undp.org/docs/pdc/Documents/BIH/Via%20Dinarica%20Phase%20II%20Prodoc_signed_Jul18.pdf
https://info.undp.org/docs/pdc/Documents/BIH/Via%20Dinarica%20Phase%20II%20Prodoc_signed_Jul18.pdf
https://www.eurasia.undp.org/content/rbec/en/home/stories/tourism-survive-post-covid-world.html
https://www.eurasia.undp.org/content/rbec/en/home/stories/tourism-survive-post-covid-world.html
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/a-brief-history


 

Please don’t delete this footer - NMUN-NY 2021 Background Guide Draft - Please don’t delete this footer - 

 
United Nations, Economic and Social Council. (n.d.). About the Development Cooperation Forum. 
Retrieved 19 June 2021 from: https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/about-development-cooperation-
forum  
 
United Nations, Economic and Social Council. (n.d.). About us. Retrieved 19 June 2021 from: 
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-us 
 
United Nations, Economic and Social Council. (n.d.). Financing for Sustainable Development. Retrieved 
19 June 2021 from: https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/spring-meeting-of-ecosoc 
 
United Nations, Economic and Social Council. (n.d.). Sustainable Development. Retrieved 19 June 2021 
from: https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/sustainable-development 
 
United Nations, Economic and Social Council. (2016). Multi-year programme of work of the Commission 
on the Status of Women (E/RES/2016/3). Retrieved 13 October 2021 from: 
https://undocs.org/E/RES/2016/3 
 
United Nations, Economic and Social Council. (2021). 2021 ECOSOC Youth Forum Summary. Retrieved 
22 July 2021 from: https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2021doc/2021-
Youth-Forum-Summary.pdf 
 
United Nations, Economic and Social Council. (2021). Mainstreaming a gender perspective into all 
policies and programmes in the United Nations system (E/2021/52). Retrieved 18 September 2021 from: 
https://undocs.org/en/E/2021/52  
 
United Nations, Economic and Social Council. (2021). Sustainable and resilient recovery from the 
coronavirus disease pandemic that promotes the economic, social and environmental dimensions of 
sustainable development: building an inclusive and effective path for the achievement of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development in the context of the decade of action and delivery for sustainable 
development (E/2021/62). Retrieved 13 October 2021 from: https://undocs.org/E/2021/62  
 
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women. (n.d.). Women’s Economic 
Empowerment Programme. Retrieved 19 September 2021 from: 
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/countries/fiji/womens-economic-empowerment 
 
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women. (2020). From Insight to 
Action: Gender Equality in the Wake of COVID-19. Retrieved 23 July 2021 from: 
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/gender-
equality-in-the-wake-of-covid-19-en.pdf?la=en&vs=5142  
 
United Nations, General Assembly, Third session. (1948). Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(A/RES/217 A (III)). Retrieved 18 September 2021 from: https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/udhr.pdf 
 
United Nations, General Assembly, Eleventh Session. (1966). International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights (A/RES/2200A (XXI)). Retrieved 18 September 2021 from: 
https://undocs.org/A/RES/2200(XXI) 
 
United Nations, General Assembly, Twenty-ninth Session. (1974). Charter of Economic Rights and Duties 
of States resolution (A/RES/3281 (XXIX)). Retrieved 18 September 2021 from: 
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=a/res/3281(XXIX) 
 
United Nations, General Assembly, Forty-first session. (1986). Declaration on the Right to Development 
(A/RES/41/128). Retrieved 18 September 2020 from: 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/righttodevelopment.aspx  
 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/about-development-cooperation-forum
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/about-development-cooperation-forum
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-us
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/spring-meeting-of-ecosoc
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/sustainable-development
https://undocs.org/E/RES/2016/3
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2021doc/2021-Youth-Forum-Summary.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2021doc/2021-Youth-Forum-Summary.pdf
https://undocs.org/en/E/2021/52
https://undocs.org/E/2021/62
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/countries/fiji/womens-economic-empowerment
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/gender-equality-in-the-wake-of-covid-19-en.pdf?la=en&vs=5142
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/gender-equality-in-the-wake-of-covid-19-en.pdf?la=en&vs=5142
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/udhr.pdf
https://undocs.org/A/RES/2200(XXI)
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=a/res/3281(XXIX)
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/righttodevelopment.aspx


 

Please don’t delete this footer - NMUN-NY 2021 Background Guide Draft - Please don’t delete this footer - 

United Nations, General Assembly, Fifty-fifth session. (2000). United Nations Millennium Declaration 
(A/RES/55/2), Retrieved 18 September 2020 from: 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/Millennium.aspx  
 
United Nations, General Assembly, Sixty-seventh session. (2013). Format and organizational aspects of 
the high-level political forum on sustainable development (A/RES/67/290). Retrieved 23 July 2021 from: 
http://undocs.org/A/RES/67/290 
 
United Nations, General Assembly, Sixty-ninth session. (2015). Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third 
International Conference on Financing for Development (Addis Ababa Action Agenda) (A/RES/69/313). 
Retrieved 23 August 2020 from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/69/313  
 
United Nations, General Assembly, Seventieth session. (2015). Follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development at the global level (A/RES/70/299). Retrieved 24 July 2021 from: 
http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/299  
 
United Nations, General Assembly, Seventieth session. (2015). Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1). Retrieved 20 June 2021 from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1  
 
United Nations, General Assembly, Seventy-second session. (2018). Repositioning of the United Nations 
development system in the context of the quadrennial comprehensive policy review of operational 
activities for development of the United Nations system (A/RES/72/279). Retrieved 23 July 2021 from: 
http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/279  
 
United Nations, General Assembly, Seventy-second session. (2018). Review of the implementation of 
General Assembly resolution 68/1 on the strengthening of the Economic and Social Council 
(A/RES/72/305). Retrieved 22 June 2021 from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/305  
 
United Nations, General Assembly, Seventy-fourth session. (2019) Political declaration of the high-level 
political forum on sustainable development convened under the auspices of the General Assembly 
(A/RES74/4). Retrieved 23 July 2021 from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/74/4  
 
United Nations Global Compact. (n.d.). Our Governance. Retrieved 26 July 2021 from: 
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/sdg-2030/goal-8/lang--en/index.htm  
 
United Nations Global Compact. (n.d.). The Ten Principles of the UN Global Compact. Retrieved 26 July 
2021 from: https://www.unglobalcompact.org/what-is-gc/mission/principles 
 
United Nations, Industrial Development Organization. (2020). Contribution to gender Equality Progress. 
Retrieved 18 September 2021 from: https://www.unido.org/sites/default/files/files/2021-
08/UNIDO%27s%20Contribution%20to%20Gender%20Equality%20Progress%20across%20Critical%20
Areas%20of%20Concern%20-%20Beijing%2B25.pdf  
 
United Nations, International Labour Organization. (n.d.). ILO Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair 
Globalization. Retrieved 25 July 2021 from: https://www.ilo.org/global/meetings-and-
events/campaigns/voices-on-social-justice/WCMS_099766/lang--en/index.htm  
 
United Nations, International Labour Organization. (n.d.). Informal Economy. Retrieved 13 October 2021 
from: https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/dw4sd/themes/informal-economy/lang--en/index.htm 
 
United Nations, International Labour Organization. (n.d.). Mission and impact of the ILO. Retrieved 21 
June 2021 from: https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/mission-and-objectives/lang--en/index.htm  
 
United Nations, International Labour Organization. (n.d.). More than 60 per cent of the world’s employed 
population are in the informal economy. Retrieved 23 July 2021 from: https://www.ilo.org/global/about-
the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_627189/lang--en/index.htm  

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/Millennium.aspx
http://undocs.org/A/RES/67/290
http://undocs.org/A/RES/69/313
http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/299
http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1
http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/279
http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/305
http://undocs.org/A/RES/74/4
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/sdg-2030/goal-8/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/what-is-gc/mission/principles
https://www.unido.org/sites/default/files/files/2021-08/UNIDO%27s%20Contribution%20to%20Gender%20Equality%20Progress%20across%20Critical%20Areas%20of%20Concern%20-%20Beijing%2B25.pdf
https://www.unido.org/sites/default/files/files/2021-08/UNIDO%27s%20Contribution%20to%20Gender%20Equality%20Progress%20across%20Critical%20Areas%20of%20Concern%20-%20Beijing%2B25.pdf
https://www.unido.org/sites/default/files/files/2021-08/UNIDO%27s%20Contribution%20to%20Gender%20Equality%20Progress%20across%20Critical%20Areas%20of%20Concern%20-%20Beijing%2B25.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/meetings-and-events/campaigns/voices-on-social-justice/WCMS_099766/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/meetings-and-events/campaigns/voices-on-social-justice/WCMS_099766/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/dw4sd/themes/informal-economy/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/mission-and-objectives/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_627189/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_627189/lang--en/index.htm


 

Please don’t delete this footer - NMUN-NY 2021 Background Guide Draft - Please don’t delete this footer - 

 
United Nations, International Labour Organization. (n.d.). Relevant SDG Targets related to Informal 
Economy. Retrieved 13 October 2021 from: https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/dw4sd/themes/informal-
economy/WCMS_558574/lang--en/index.htm  
 
United Nations, International Labour Organization. (2020). COVID-19 crisis and the informal economy: 
Immediate responses and policy challenges. Retrieved 18 September 2021 from: 
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---
travail/documents/briefingnote/wcms_743623.pdf  
 
United Nations, International Labour Organization. (2020). A policy framework for tackling the economic 
and social impact of the COVID-19 crisis. Retrieved 18 September 2021 from: 
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_745337.p
df  
 
United Nations, International Labour Organization. (2020). Rapid assessment of the impact of COVID-19 
on enterprises and workers in the informal economy in developing and emerging countries. Retrieved 22 
June 2021 from: https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---
travail/documents/publication/wcms_743032.pdf  
 
United Nations Secretary-General. (2021). UN Secretary-General's remarks to ECOSOC Segment on 
Operational Activities for Development on 18 May 2021. Retrieved 4 August 2021 from: 
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2021-05-18/un-secretary-generals-remarks-ecosoc-
segment-operational-activities-for-development-presentation-of-report-and-vision-for-the-continuation-of-
un-reform-and-the  
 
United Nations, Sustainable Development Goals Partnerships Platform. (n.d.). Fashion Makes Change. 
Retrieved 20 June 2021 from: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=38510 
 
United Nations, Sustainable Development Goals Partnerships Platform. (n.d.). Time for 8. Retrieved 20 
June 2021 from: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=34928 
United Nations Statistics Division. (n.d.). Environment Glossary. Retrieved 20 July 2021 from: 
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/environmentgl/gesform.asp?getitem=467 

 
Women’s Empowerment Principles. (2020). About. Retrieved 19 September 2021 from: 
https://www.weps.org/about 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/dw4sd/themes/informal-economy/WCMS_558574/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/dw4sd/themes/informal-economy/WCMS_558574/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---travail/documents/briefingnote/wcms_743623.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---travail/documents/briefingnote/wcms_743623.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_745337.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_745337.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---travail/documents/publication/wcms_743032.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---travail/documents/publication/wcms_743032.pdf
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2021-05-18/un-secretary-generals-remarks-ecosoc-segment-operational-activities-for-development-presentation-of-report-and-vision-for-the-continuation-of-un-reform-and-the
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2021-05-18/un-secretary-generals-remarks-ecosoc-segment-operational-activities-for-development-presentation-of-report-and-vision-for-the-continuation-of-un-reform-and-the
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2021-05-18/un-secretary-generals-remarks-ecosoc-segment-operational-activities-for-development-presentation-of-report-and-vision-for-the-continuation-of-un-reform-and-the
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=38510
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=34928
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/environmentgl/gesform.asp?getitem=467
https://www.weps.org/about


 

Please don’t delete this footer - NMUN-NY 2021 Background Guide Draft - Please don’t delete this footer - 

2. Strengthening Partnerships for Sustainable Development in Least Developed 
Countries 

“The LDCs are poised to be the next wave of development achievement. 
Investing in LDCs is not charity. It is an opportunity -- for all.”176 

Introduction 

Approximately one billion people, around 14% of the world population, live in least developed countries 
(LDCs), of which half are living in extreme poverty.177 Simultaneously, the population is increasing with 
LDCs having the fastest population growth rate in the world with population numbers estimated to double 
by 2050.178 In the United Nations (UN) system, LDCs are defined as “countries that have low levels of 
income and face severe structural impediments to sustainable development.”179 Further, they are 
characterized by vulnerabilities to external economic pressures and an unstable socio-economic 
situation.180 The LDC category was first introduced in 1971 by General Assembly resolution 2768 (XXVI), 
Identification of the least developed among the developing countries, which acknowledged the special 
needs of this specific group.181 As of 2021, the LDC group is comprised of 46 UN Member States.182 
Regionally, over two thirds of the countries are located in Sub-Saharan Africa.183 The remaining LDCs 
include 12 states located in Asia and the Pacific, as well as Haiti being the only LDC in Latin America and 
the Caribbean.184 
 
LDCs are categorized by the UN Committee for Development Policy (CDP), a subsidiary body of the 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).185 CDP reviews the status of the LDCs based on socio-
economic situations and development of the states, using three criteria: income, human assets, and 
economic and environmental vulnerability.186 In regard to the income criteria, countries with a three-year 
average of gross national income (GNI) per capita lower than $1018 are included on the list.187 The 
Human Assets Index (HAI) indicates the education and health of a society and comprises six indicators 
including child mortality, literacy, or gender parity in school enrollment.188 The Economic and 
Environmental Vulnerability Index (EVI) consists of eight indicators, which are divided into an economic 
and an environmental subindex, with four indicators each.189 If countries are unable to reach specific 
combined thresholds in the three criteria, they will be included in the LDC category.190 
 
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) provide policy guidance and set targets for LDCs in order to 
support socio-economic development and eventually graduate from the LDC category.191 The SDGs also 

 

176 Ban, Opening remarks to the Media at the opening of the 4th UN Conference on Least Developed Countries, 
2011. 

177 UNCTAD, Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals in the Least Developed Countries – A Compendium of 
Policy Options, 2018, p. 1. 
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help LDCs in overcoming their structural economic problems, while building efficient economies and 
production capacities.192 As the SDG’s contribute to improving populations and strengthening 
partnerships, Goal 17 (“strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for 
Sustainable Development”) is impactful to ECOSOC and its subsidiary bodies.193  
 
International partnerships are crucial for achieving sustainable development worldwide.194 Therefore, the 
UN (especially ECOSOC) fosters global partnerships and cooperation between states, international 
organizations, NGOs, and donors from the private sector.195 These partnerships occur on all levels (local, 
national, regional, and global), which is a key factor for development.196 Development assistance is 
important for a large number of developing states from the global south to foster their economies and 
encourage trade and growth in those countries.197 In 2019, $147.4 billion were spent on international 
development assistance, however in 2020 those numbers declined by 40% due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.198 Consequently, international cooperation is more important than ever for developing 
countries to recover from the impacts of the pandemic and for the development of LDCs.199 

International and Regional Framework 

In 2001 the General Assembly adopted resolution 56/227, Third United Nations Conference on the Least 
Developed Countries, establishing the Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed 
Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS) as 
recommended by the conference.200 UN-OHRLLS is the main body to coordinate partnerships and 
support for LDCs within the UN system, while monitoring the implementation of policy programs for 
sustainable development in the states.201  
 
In 2015, the General Assembly adopted resolution 70/1, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, which introduced the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).202 While all 17 
SDGs are important for achieving sustainable development, SDG 17 (“partnership for the goals”) is a core 
goal for the development of LDCs.203 The SDGs directly and indirectly contribute to improving the socio-
economic situation within LDCs, including SDGs 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, and 17, all of which are included in 
LDC national development strategies.204 
 
The Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011-2020 (2010), 
commonly known as the Istanbul Programme of Action (IPoA), has provided support and partnerships for 
sustainable development in LDCs in the past decade.205 IPoA provides a framework for LDCs and their 
development partners to take actions towards strengthening the economic, social, and environmental 
situation within LDCs.206 Additionally, IPoA sets a number of principles for its implementation, such as 
country ownership, an integrated approach, and genuine solidarity in partnerships, as well as the target of 
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sustained economic growth for each LDC of 7% per year.207 Further, the IPoA includes a set of principles 
for the development of LDCs, as well as eight specific priority areas on which LDCs and their 
development partners should focus on in their policies, such as productive capacity, human and social 
development, and good governance at all levels.208 

Role of the International System 

Every three years CDP assesses the list of LDCs and makes recommendations for graduation or for new 
countries to include on the list based on their criteria.209 ECOSOC then reviews and endorses the 
recommendations by CDP and presents their recommendation to the General Assembly who makes the 
final decision on a Member States’ graduation from, or inclusion to, the LDC category.210 To graduate, a 
country has to meet special graduation thresholds in the two out of the three criteria (GNI, HAI, EVI), in 
two consecutive triennial reviews.211 As an alternative, an income-only graduation is also possible, so 
long as the GNI of a country reaches at least double of the graduation threshold for income criteria in two 
consecutive reviews.212 
 
Alongside ECOSOC and CDP, UN-OHRLLS is responsible for the mobilization and coordination within 
the UN system, as well as providing international support to LDCs.213 UN-OHRLLS is key to the 
implementation of programmes of action for LDCs through monitoring achievements in countries, as well 
as at regional and global levels, and is reporting the development processes to ECOSOC and the 
General Assembly through annual reviews.214 Furthermore, NGOs and civil society organizations (CSOs) 
play a crucial role in supporting the development of LDCs, where they also play an active role in 
empowering marginalized populations in those regions.215 For example, these organizations create 
awareness-raising campaigns and movements for topics such as social justice, gender equality, or 
climate justice.216 Through the UN Non-Governmental Liaison Service, NGOs can actively collaborate in 
partnership with different UN agencies such as UN-OHRLLS, which assists in providing more legitimacy 
and democratic processes.217 
 
The 5th United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries (LDC5) was set to take place in 
March 2021 with the goal of negotiating an updated IPoA, as its current term expired in 2020.218 Due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, however, preparations for the conference were postponed and the conference 
is now scheduled to take place from 23 to 27 January 2022 in Doha, Qatar.219 LDC5 is organized by UN-
OHRLLS and will take place with Heads of States and Governments.220 As an outcome of the LDC5 
conference, participants are expected to adopt a new Programme of Action for the next decade.221  
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Countries in the LDC category are granted special international support measures in three categories: 
trade-related measures, development cooperation, and participation in the UN system.222 Those 
measures are based on international agreements and attempt to provide development assistance for 
LDCs.223 For example, LDCs receive preferential access to markets and goods, as well as special 
preferential treatments by the World Trade Organization (WTO).224 LDCs receive additional support for 
participation in the UN system and other international organizations through travel support and diplomatic 
trainings.225  

Partnerships for Public Health in Least Developed Countries 

Although the on-going COVID-19 pandemic is a global issue, LDCs are hit particularly hard due to the 
pandemic’s aggravation to pre-existing inequalities.226 The consequences of the pandemic are directly 
affecting the achievement of various SDGs, such as SDG 3 (“good health and well-being”), but also goals 
1, 2, 4, 8, and 16.227 Prior to the pandemic, LDCs have faced enormous issues regarding their public 
health systems.228 According to data from the World Health Organization (WHO), in 2017 the life 
expectancy in LDCs was an average of 62.2 years, compared to the global average of 71.4 years.229 
However, the life expectancy in LDCs gradually increased by almost ten years since 2000.230 Further, 
47% of deaths in LDCs are estimated to be caused by maternal, perinatal, communicable, and nutritional 
conditions, while the global average is 22%.231  
 
WHO supports and assists LDCs in developing national health policies, strategies, and plans, which were 
adopted by only 31 LDCs by 2017.232 Further, 40% of WHO offices in LDCs played a major role as 
partners for creating national mechanisms to monitor health-related SDGs, as well as coordinating 
national responses to the COVID-19 pandemic.233 For partnerships, WHO provides access and laboratory 
support to address infectious diseases in LDCs.234 It will remain an important challenge for LDCs to 
improve and secure access to public health services for their populations.235 Because of this, international 
partnerships are important for strengthening public health in LDCs.236 Partnerships between 
professionals, agencies, communities and individuals is a fundamental condition for functioning public 
health systems.237 
 
Vaccination distribution is an important priority area of the UN in the fight against COVID-19.238 As of 
June 2021, only 3.1% of LDC populations received at least one vaccine dose and as of October 2021 that 
number has only grown to 3.5%.239 Only 1.2% of global vaccine doses have been distributed to LDCs, 
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whereas 49.3% of the world population is fully or partially vaccinated.240 Through the COVAX vaccine 
sharing arrangement, a global collaboration agreement to ensure equitable access to vaccines, tests, and 
treatments to fight COVID-19 around the globe, LDCs are expected to receive two billion vaccine doses 
by the end of this year.241 Therefore, agreements such as COVAX are important partnerships for LDCs 
need in their recovery from the pandemic.242 
 
In addition to the WHO, most LDCs have established partnerships with academic institutions, as well as 
international and local NGOs.243 Twelve of the LDCs are implementing the Global Action Plan for Healthy 
Lives and Well-Being for All (GAP) program.244 GAP is a program encompassing 13 multilateral agencies 
in the field of health and humanitarian development to support the achievement of health-related 
SDGs.245 WHO currently supports 192 South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation (SSTC) 
initiatives to improve public health in LDCs.246 Health systems in LDCs, however, are severely 
underfunded, a problem which is also highlighted by a lack of international support.247 

Strengthening South-South Cooperation and Triangular Cooperation 

While international donors and organizations from industrialized states play an important role in 
development partnerships for LDCs, another key factor includes partnerships among the developing 
countries of the global south, namely SSTC.248 While South-South cooperation describes the partnership 
between two or more developing countries, triangular cooperation indicates that this cooperation also 
involves certain industrialized countries or multilateral organizations (such as the UN) as support.249 The 
exchange of technology, knowledge, research, skills, and know-how among the global south countries is 
highly important for their development.250 ECOSOC encourages Member States for mutual learning and 
knowledge exchange to achieve the SDGs.251 In particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, SSTC 
can be important in economic recovery for the global south, as it can help compensate the existential 
needs in those countries.252 Because of the insufficient support from the international community, 
coordination among the global south is essential for their future development.253 
 
There are several examples of successful SSTC partnerships in LDCs.254 One such example includes the 
LDCs University Consortium on Climate Change, a program of ten universities in LDCs focusing on 
capacity-building through knowledge-sharing to address the challenge of climate change.255 Similarly, the 
Global South-South Development Center Project creates a network for knowledge and expertise sharing 
in the global south, including LDCs, and focusing on areas such as agriculture, environmental protection, 
and new energies.256 Such SSTC partnerships constitute best practices which can be utilized by other 
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LDCs to support their own national developments.257 This is highlighted in a recent report by the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), titled Building Solidarity Among Developing 
Countries.258  

Conclusion 

International partnerships are essential for sustainable development in LDCs to improve their socio-
economic situations and future livelihoods.259 Especially in times of COVID-19, international cooperation 
is crucial for sustainable and resilient recovery from the pandemic.260 The international community has to 
act in solidarity, and SSTC should remain a crucial role in LDC partnerships.261 The upcoming months will 
reflect how situations in LDCs will develop and what the outcomes of the LDC5 conference in January 
2022 will provide.262 

Further Research 

Delegates researching this topic should consider the following: What partnerships are essential for the 
development in LDCs? How can those partnerships for LDCs be improved to work more efficiently? How 
can the UN system support the public health systems in LDCs? How can the role of SSTC be increased 
in the international system? How could the outcomes of the LDC5 conference allow for further 
partnerships in advancing sustainable development among LDCs? 
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