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Dear Delegates,

Welcome to the 2019 National Model United Nations New York Conference (NMUN+NY)! We are pleased to welcome you
to the World Food Programme (WFP). This year’s staff are: Directors Sara Belligoni (Conference A) and Lindsey Velde
(Conference B). Sara is a former Trainee under the Exchange Visitor Program of the US Department of State. She is
currently a PhD student in Security Studies at the University of Central Florida where she researches how to improve civil-
military relations within the emergency response operations. Lindsey is a recipient of a BS in Marketing from the
University of South Florida. She currently works as a campus director for a local community and entrepreneurial
organization called Station House.

The topics under discussion for the World Food Programme are:

1. Improving Emergency Response Capacities to Safeguard Food Security
2. Responding to Food Insecurity in Syria
3. Improving Frameworks for the Supply of Food Aid

WEFP is a pertinent and action-oriented body within the United Nations (UN) framework, assisting 80 million people in
approximately 80 countries each year. The work of WFP is closely linked to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and the achievement of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2 and 17. Another item which delegates
should consider when preparing for the conference is the new chapter that WFP has entered into with the implementation
of the WFP Strategic Plan (2017-2020), providing WFP with new planning and operational frameworks. The plan does not
expand upon WFP’s mandate; however, it leverages WFP’s primary strengths to work towards achieving the SDGs. For
the purposes of NMUN-<NY 2019 the committee has the ability to make programmatic and policy decisions on issues
within the mandate of WFP related to the overall function of the organization.

This Background Guide serves as an introduction to the topics for this committee. However, it is not intended to replace
individual research. We encourage you to explore your Member State’s policies in depth and use the Annotated
Bibliography and Bibliography to further your knowledge on these topics. In preparation for the Conference, each
delegation will submit a Position Paper by 11:59 p.m. (Eastern) on 1 March 2019 in accordance with the guidelines in the
NMUN Position Paper Guide.

Two resources, available to download from the NMUN website, that serve as essential instruments in preparing for the
Conference and as a reference during committee sessions are the:

1. NMUN Delegate Preparation Guide - explains each step in the delegate process, from pre-Conference research
to the committee debate and resolution drafting processes. Please take note of the information on plagiarism,
and the prohibition on pre-written working papers and resolutions. Delegates should not start discussion on the
topics with other members of their committee until the first committee session.

2. NMUN Rules of Procedure - include the long and short form of the rules, as well as an explanatory narrative and
example script of the flow of procedure.

In addition, please review the mandatory NMUN Conduct Expectations on the NMUN website. They include the
Conference dress code and other expectations of all attendees. We want to emphasize that any instances of sexual
harassment or discrimination based on race, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, or disability will not
be tolerated. If you have any questions concerning your preparation for the committee or the Conference itself, please
contact the Under-Secretaries-General for the Development Department, Aiskell Roman (Conference A) and Marleen
Schreier (Conference B), at usg.dev@nmun.org.

We wish you all the best in your preparations and look forward to seeing you at the Conference!
Conference A Conference B

Sara Belligoni, Director Lindsey Velde, Director

NMUN is a Non-Governmental Organization associated with the UN Department of Public Information,
a United Nations Academic Impact Member, and a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization of the United States.
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United Nations System at NMUNeNY

This diagram illustrates the UN system simulated at NMUN<NY and demonstrates the reportage and relationships between entities. Examine the
diagram alongside the Committee Overview to gain a clear picture of the committee's position, purpose, and powers within the UN system.
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Committee Overview
Introduction

The World Food Programme (WFP) is the United Nations (UN) agency in charge of providing and
coordinating food aid, and is the leading international organization fighting hunger worldwide.! WFP has
committed to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda), specifically Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) 2 to end hunger and achieve food security by 2030.2 The agency focuses on
emergency assistance, delivering humanitarian aid, and supporting food security programs in least-
developed countries and low-income countries for individuals affected by, for instance, natural disasters,
food shortages, poverty, and conflict.® Each year, WFP assists 80 million people on average in more than
80 countries.* The latest available figures in 2016 saw 815 million hungry people in the world, with 91.4
million of these individuals assisted by WFP with food or cash.® Of this 91.4 million, 52% were women
and girls.® In 2017, 18.3 million children received school meals by WFP, yet a total of 155 million children
under five are considered to be malnourished.” In 2017, WFP had 5,000 trucks, 92 planes, and 20 ships
supporting the daily delivery of food and aid to keep hunger at bay.8

WFP is a subsidiary program of the UN founded by the UN General Assembly and the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).® It is one of the three Rome-Based UN agencies
and international institutions, along with FAO and the International Fund for Agriculture Development
(IFAD), which work toward the common goal of eradicating hunger, each of them with a different mandate
for achieving this vision.° IFAD mobilizes and offers financial resources on concession terms for
agricultural and rural development projects.!? FAO focuses on the overall initiative of food security on a
global level, developing programs and strategies to raise nutrition levels and increase sustainable
agriculture activities.'? The three agencies work together to find solutions on emergencies and
development by setting collective targets and goals, cooperating on food aid projects, and collaborating
on the distribution of information and press releases.3

At NMUNeNY 2019, we are simulating the Executive Board of WFP in
terms of composition and size; however, delegates are not limited to the
strict mandate of the Executive Board during the conference. For the
purposes of NMUNeNY 2019, and corresponding with the educational
mission of the conference, the committee has the ability to make
programmatic and policy decisions on issues within the mandate of WFP
in line with the overall function of the organization.

In 1961, George McGovern, Director of “Food for Peace” in the United States, proposed a program for the
delivery of multilateral food aid.* Seven months later, the FAO Conference adopted resolution 1/61 of 24
November 1961, and the UN General Assembly adopted resolution 1714 (XVI) of 19 December 1961,

1 UN WFP, Overview, 2018.

2 Ibid.

3 Ibid.

4 Ibid.

5 UN WFP, The Year in Review: 2017, 2018.

6 Ibid.

” UN WFP, Zero Hunger: Overcoming the odds, 2018.

8 Ibid.

9 UN WFP, General Regulations, General Rules, Financial Regulations, Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board,
2014, p. 13.

10 UN WFP, UN Agencies and International Institutions, 2018.

11 IFAD, Our approach.

12 FAO, What we do, 2018.

13 UN WFP, UN Agencies and International Institutions, 2018.

14 UN WFP, History, 2018.



which established WFP on a three-year pilot basis.*® Food aid services started in 1962 to respond to an
earthquake in Northern Iran, a typhoon causing landfall in Thailand, and the resettlement of five million
Algerian refugees.® In 1965, FAO and the UN General Assembly adopted two additional resolutions that
extended WFP’s mandate “for as long as multilateral food aid is found feasible and desirable.”*” WFP’s
first governing body was the Intergovernmental Committee, which began in 1962 and was subsequently
replaced by the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes (CFA) in 1976.18 On 1 January 1996,
the CFA was reconstituted from a 42-member body to the current 36-member Executive Board.1°

Governance, Structure, and Membership

Executive Board

WFP’s Executive Board supervises all of the body’s programs and initiatives.2° The 36-member body
meets three times per year in Rome, Italy, at the WFP Headquarters.?! All decisions of the Executive
Board are reached by consensus.?? The substantive function of the Board is to make immediate decisions
on funding and operational needs, as well as to establish long-term policy goals.?3® The Board’s
administrative and management functions include approving program proposals submitted by the
Executive Director and reviewing the administration and execution of these programs.?* The Executive
Board reports annually to Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and FAO regarding its decisions and
policy recommendations, use of funds, organizational administration, strategic outlook, and the
development of global statistics regarding food and nutrition.?> WFP reports on its decisions and
recommendations during its Executive Board sessions to the General Assembly, as outlined in the WFP
General Regulations.?6 Members are elected by both ECOSOC and FAO, with each body electing 18
members for three-year terms.?’

Secretariat

The Executive Director heads the Secretariat of WFP.28 The Secretariat and the Executive Director are
accountable to the Executive Board for the administration and implementation of WFP programs,
projects, and other activities.?® The UN Secretary-General and Director-General of FAO appoint the
Executive Director in consultation with the Executive Board members for a five-year term and up to one
reappointment.3® The Executive Director represents WFP in all matters, including as a liaison to Member
States.3! David Beasley has served as Executive Director since 2017.32 In his closing remarks of the

15 FAQ, Utilization of food surpluses — World Food Program (FAO/1/61), 1961; UN General Assembly, World Food
Programme (A/RES/1714 (XVI)), 1961.

16 UN WFP, History, 2018.

17 UN General Assembly, Continuation of the World Food Programme (A/RES/2095(XX), 1965; UN WFP, History,
2018.

18 UN WFP, Executive Board, 2018.

19 New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs, United Nations Handbook 2017-18, 2017, p. 267.

20 New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs, United Nations Handbook 2017-18, 2017, p. 267; UN WFP, Members of
the Board, 2018.

21 New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs, United Nations Handbook 2017-18, 2017, p. 267.

22 UN WFP, Executive Board, 2018.

23 |bid.

24 UN WFP, General Regulations, General Rules, Financial Regulations, Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board,
2014, pp. 8-9.

25 New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs, United Nations Handbook 2017-18, 2017, p. 267.

26 UN WFP, Decisions and Recommendations of the 2018 Annual Session of the Executive Board, 2018.

27 UN WFP, Members of the Board, 2018.

28 UN WFP, Executive Board Secretariat, 2018.

2% UN WFP, General Regulations, General Rules, Financial Regulations, Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board,

2014, p. 11.

30 |bid.

31 UN WFP, General Regulations, General Rules, Financial Regulations, Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board,
2014, p. 13.

32 UN WFP, Governance and leadership, 2018.



2017 Annual Session of the Executive Board, Mr. Beasley noted that his objective during his term will not
be to promote WFP, but to work toward achieving SDG 2 and promote ending of world hunger.33

Funding

Predictable funding is paramount for effective work by WFP, which is funded through the support of
voluntary contributions by states, corporations, and individuals.®* In addition, the UN Central Emergency
Response Fund also supports WFP programs; WFP was its largest recipient in 2017, receiving $122.1
million. 3> These funds were allocated 80% to food and 20% to nutrition programs, with small amounts
given to the multisector and common services.3® In 2017, WFP received record levels of funding of $6.8
billion, with the largest donations coming from the United States, the European Commission, Germany,
United Kingdom, and Canada.®” The Executive Director is responsible for referring programs, projects,
and activities to the Executive Board, where Member States review and approve the allocation of funds.38

With the launch of the WFP Strategic Plan in 2017, WFP has implemented annual country portfolio
budgets (CPBs) to more transparently facilitate country strategic plans (CSP), allocating funds to each
country according to its needs.3 Under the CSP, each country is given an action plan to facilitate
sustainable solutions that are specific to each region.*°® The CPB approach formalizes and better aligns
WEFP activities with other UN agencies toward performance, planning, and resource mobilization.*

In times of emergency, WFP, FAO, and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) may issue joint appeals for
donations due to a shortage in funds for humanitarian assistance.*?2 WFP has periodically been forced to
cut assistance, as received funds regularly fall below the appeals made.*® Through CPBs, the most
recent WFP Strategic Plan aims to strengthen the financial links of short and long-term operational
goals.*

Mandate, Functions, and Powers

Established by the CFA in December 1994 during its 38™ session, WFP’s mission statement outlines the
operational priorities of the agency as: “(1) to use food aid to support economic and social development;
(2) to meet refugee and other emergency and protracted relief food needs; and (3) to promote world food
security in accordance with the recommendations of the UN and FAO.”#®> The new “WFP Core Values,” a
list of seven policy-guiding categories, underline these priorities by formulating ethical guidelines
concerning inclusiveness, integrity, action-orientation, accountability, and transparency.*6 WFP’s Strategic
Plan is a conceptual framework for an innovated operational and planning structure and cooperation with
other organizations.#’ It aims at increasing WFP’s effectiveness by focusing on its core strengths:
intervention in cases of disruption, structural poverty, and/or transitions and recovery.*®

33 UN WFP, Closing remarks by WFP Executive Director David Beasley to Annual Session of the Executive Board on
15 June 2017, in Rome, 2017.

34 UN WFP, Funding and donors, 2018.

35 UN CERF, Cerf Results, As Reported by CERF Recipients in 2017, 2018; UN CERF, 2018 Allocations by Agency,
2018.

36 UN CERF, Cerf Results, As Reported by CERF Recipients in 2017, 2018.

37 UN WFP, Contributions to WFP in 2017, 2018.

38 UN WFP, Executive Board, 2018; UN WFP, General Regulations, General Rules, Financial Regulations, Rules of
Procedure of the Executive Board, 2014, pp. 9, 12.

39 |bid.

40 |bid.

41 |bid.

42 UN WFP, Race Against Time to Save Millions of Lives in Yemen, 2017.

43 UN WFP, Operations and Resource Situation, 2018; UN WFP, WFP Forced to Make Deeper Cuts in Food
Assistance for Syrian Refugees Due to Lack of Funding (For the Media), 2016.

44 UN WFP, WFP Strategic Plan (2017-2021), 2017, pp. 44-45.

45 UN WFP, General Regulations, General Rules, Financial Regulations, Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board,

2014, p. 5.
46 UN WFP, WFP Strategic Plan (2017-2021), 2017.
47 |bid.
48 |bid.



WFP’s functions are to:

“(a) ... aid in economic and social development, concentrating its efforts and resources
on the neediest people and countries; (b) to assist in the continuum from emergency
relief to development by giving priority to supporting disaster prevention, preparedness
and mitigation and post-disaster rehabilitation activities; (c) to assist in meeting refugee
and other emergency and protracted relief food needs ... (d) to provide services to
bilateral donors, [UN] agencies and non-governmental organizations for operations which
are consistent with the purposes of WFP and which complement WFP’s operations.”4°

WFP selects which projects to support either upon request of the UN Secretary-General or through
Member State reports.3° Assistance agreements are put in place with national governments, which are
expected to give full support to WFP in the monitoring and implementation of programs.5! In 2017, WFP’s
project categories were replaced by CSPs, which are all encompassing and “include policy and
programmatic activities alongside supply chain and other non-programmatic support or assistance.”?

When responding to humanitarian emergencies, WFP operates within the cluster approach, which
coordinates key UN and non-UN humanitarian partners, such as WFP, UNICEF, the UN Refugee Agency,
and the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.5® The approach was developed by the
Inter-Agency Standing Committee, the UN’s emergency response mechanism, and is managed through
the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.>* Cluster leads are responsible for technical
knowledge of one particular aspect of humanitarian response; they coordinate aid delivery and serve as
the central point of contact for governments and regional centers.% WFP leads the Logistics and
Emergency Telecommunication Clusters and co-leads the Food Security Cluster with FAQ.56

In addition to handling emergencies and development programs, WFP provides protracted relief and
recovery for regions emerging from disaster.5” This includes food for education and training programs,
relief for refugees, and providing food for people in the wake of damage to infrastructure or crops.> WFP
also works with the UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS), which gives air support for over 700
humanitarian organizations around the world.5° For example, UNHAS provides transportation in Chad,
where air travel is the only means to reach populations in need of humanitarian assistance.® This is
particularly important when peacekeeping missions finish their mandates, but aid is still required. %!

Recent Sessions and Current Priorities

Adopted in 2015, the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs constitute a new horizon for action.82 WFP’s mission to
end global hunger correlates with the SDGs, particularly SDG 2 on zero hunger.”® The WFP Strategic
Plan (2017-2021) provides a new operational framework for the organization, leveraging WFP’s primary

4% UN WFP, General Regulations, General Rules, Financial Regulations, Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board,
2014, pp. 5-6.

50 |bid., p. 14.

51 |bid., pp. 18-19.

52 UN WFP, WFP Strategic Plan (2017-2021), 2017, p. 39.

53 Phillips, FAO: its origins, formation, and evolution. 1945-1981, 1981, p. 169.

54 UN OCHA, UNOCHA on Message: The Cluster Approach, 2012; Inter-Agency Standing Committee, IASC.

55 UN OCHA, UNOCHA on Message: The Cluster Approach, 2012.

56 Hall & Hourihan, Food, Trucks and Radios: WFP’s Role in the ‘Cluster System’, 2013.

57 UN WFP, Protracted Relief and Recovery, 2018.

58 bid.

59 UN WFP, Supply Chain, 2018.

60 UN WFP, Chad, 2018.

61 |bid.

62 UN WFP, WFP Strategic Plan (2017-2021), 2017.

63 UN DESA, Sustainable Development Goals, 2018.



strengths and capacities in humanitarian response, and aims to align the strategies and objectives of
WFP with relevant SDGs.®* The plan formulates two strategic goals, “support countries to achieve zero
hunger” and “partner to support implementation of the SDGs.”% These form the basis for five strategic
objectives: ending hunger, improving nutrition, achieving food security, supporting SDG implementation,
and partnering for SDG results.® The anticipated results of the objectives coincide with SDG targets,
including SDG Target 2.1 and SDG Target 2.2.57 This continues WFP’s efforts to transition from being a
food aid agency to becoming a food assistance agency.%8 Food assistance goes beyond aid by delivering
holistic “hunger solutions,” such as providing access to food through vouchers or cash transfers, to
guarantee the provision of a given quantity, quality, or value of food.% WFP’s focus on SDG 17 manifests
in its close cooperation with the international community and civil society.”® Partnerships with civil society
play a key role in humanitarian aid delivery and food security, with approximately 75% of WFP’s food and
cash assistance being distributed with the support of its local civil society partners.”

2017 continued to be a challenging year for WFP, illustrated by the number of severe emergencies.”?
WFP worked on six Level 3 emergencies, meaning “the urgency, scale, or complexity of the situation
overwhelms the immediate capability of the country office,” in countries such as the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Syria, and Yemen.”® This is the highest number of emergencies in WFP’s history and
continues to test its capacity limits.” Additionally, several major contextual factors have affected WFP’s
work and planning, such as record numbers of refugees and displaced people, ongoing conflicts, climate
change and natural disasters, and continuing economic depressions worldwide.’® In order to access
people most in need who were located in areas under siege, WFP adopted different solutions, including
cross-line, inter-agency convoys, cross-border shipments, high-altitude airdrops, and airlifts which were
facilitated by the Logistics Cluster.”® Funding shortfalls have been threatening WFP operations in several
regions and led, for instance, to the discontinuation of the Ukraine operation.””

As gender equality and women’s empowerment are central to WFP’s mandate, the WFP Gender Policy
(2015-2020) recognizes and aims to meet the differing food security and nutrition needs of women, girls,
boys, and men.” Following its gender-transformative approach, WFP assisted 17.6 million women and
14.5 million men directly in 2016.7° WFP operations in 2016 also reported that women’s decision making
in households had increased, including in some of the lowest-ranked countries for gender equality.8°

In mid-June 2018, the Annual Session of WFP’s Executive Board took place.8! The Executive Board
looked at items such as the Annual Performance Report for 2017 and several ongoing internal policy
issues, as well as heard reports on several country portfolios.8? One of the main outcomes from the
meeting was the Executives Board approval of the Oversight Framework, which enhances the overall

64 UN WFP, WFP Strategic Plan (2017-2021), 2017.

65 |bid.

66 |bid.

57 1bid.

68 |bid.

69 Omamo et al., Innovations in food assistance: issues, lessons and implications, 2010, pp. 3-4.

70 UN WFP, Update on WFP’s Role in the Collective Humanitarian Response, 2018.

L UN WFP, Non-governmental Organizations, 2018; UN WFP, NGO Partnerships, Strengthening National Capacity,
2016.

72 UN WFP, The Year in Review: 2017, 2018.

73 UN WFP, The Year in Review: 2017, 2018, UN WFP, WFP Emergency Response Classifications, 2014.

74 UN WFP, Mid-Term Review of the WFP Strategic Plan (2014-2017), 2016, p. 4.

> UN WFP, The Year in Review: 2017, 2018.

76 UN WFP, Reporting success stories: Six highlights from WFP’s programmes in 2016, 2017.

T UN WFP, The Year in Review: 2017, 2018.

78 UN WFP, WFP Gender Policy (2015-2020), 2015, pp. 3-4.

79 UN WFP, The World Food Programme: Gender Balance, 2017.

80 |bid.

81 UN WFP, Decisions and Recommendations of the 2018 Annual Session of the Executive Board, 2018.

82 |bid.



vision for oversight at the organization.®® Additionally, it addresses the evolving architecture and activities
in place to operationalize the vision, which include governance, Executive Board accountability, and
reporting.8* Lastly, the Executive Board has allowed for increased flexibility for the implementation
timelines of the Integrated Road Map, but commits that the transition will be fully completed by 1 January
2019.8% The Integrated Road Map was created to help facilitate efficiency in WFP’s strategic decision
making, use of resources, enhancing the business model, and overall processes in food delivery.8®

Conclusion

WEFP is an organization in transition from providing food aid to food assistance.8” WFP tasks range from
emergency relief and development assistance to providing support as communities rebuild themselves
after natural disasters and conflicts.® WFP’s work is a coordinated effort with other UN bodies, NGOs,
private stakeholders, and governments to eradicate hunger and provide assistance to the most vulnerable
populations.8 WFP’s work is action-oriented and very closely aligned to the 2030 Agenda.®® The
Strategic Plan, set to be delivered by 2019, builds on the activities of WFP to date and policies of the
Executive Board and further align them in the context of the 2030 Agenda. %!
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and vision in light of the framework provided by the SDGs. It clarifies the priorities of WFP

83 UN WFP, WFP oversight framework, 2018.

84 UN WFP, Decisions and Recommendations of the 2018 Annual Session of the Executive Board, 2018.
85 |bid.

86 UN WFP, Integrated Road Map: Positioning WFP for a Changing World, 2016.

87 UN WFP, Mid-Term Review of the WFP Strategic Plan (2014-2017), 2016, p. 3.

88 UN WFP, The Year in Review: 2017, 2018.
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90 |bid.

91 UN WFP, WFP Strategic Plan (2017-2021), 2017.
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for the coming period and focuses on the operational and policy role WFP can play in
achieving these goals. It is an excellent source for delegates to get an introductory
understanding to the work of WFP, its principles and values, structure, and an overview
of the current and upcoming policy priorities.

United Nations, World Food Programme. (2018). Annual Session of the Executive Board [Website].

Retrieved 9 July 2018 from: https://executiveboard.wfp.org/meeting/492
The Annual Session of the Executive Board is a great resource that includes all of the
most recent updates of the body from 2017. During this session, the Executive Board
discussed annual reports including the annual performance report. Additionally, they
covered policy issues, resources, financial, and budgetary matters, evaluation reports,
operational matters, organizational and procedural matters, and administrative and
managerial matters. Therefore, this resource will be extremely insightful for delegates to
review during their independent research regarding the overall work of the body.

United Nations, World Food Programme. (2018). Funding [Website]. Retrieved 12 August 2018 from:
http://www.wfp.org/funding

Funding for WFP is predominantly provided by donors, including Member States. WFP

has no independent source of funding. WFP’s funding is vital for successful operations

and provision of food assistance to millions of people globally. As funding is a complex

issue within the UN system this source will provide delegates a better understanding of

the sources of funding available. It is advised that delegates view this document in hand

with the General Regulations, General Rules, Financial Regulations, Rules of Procedure

of the Executive Board to gain an insight into how funding is procured, governed, and

distributed.

United Nations, World Food Programme. (2018). Protracted Relief and Recovery [Website]. Retrieved 13
August 2018 from: https://www.wfp.org/operations/relief
Protracted Relief and Recovery Operations (PRROSs) are long-term programs run by
WFP which help sustain communities affected by disaster. This extended relief can
appear in many forms, for example, the agency can support the education of children in
food-insecure areas by providing nutritious meals for schools in the area. For more
detailed information on PRROs and the components which can be included in a PRRO,
delegates should refer to this website. Reviewing this program will also provide delegates
an understanding of how WFP allocates funds for emergency relief and protracted
recovery efforts.

United Nations, World Food Programme. (2018). The Year in Review: 2017 [Report]. Retrieved 13 August
2018 from: https://publications.wfp.org/en/annual-report/2017/index.html

This document provides delegates with an overview of the work of WFP in 2017. The

review contains an analysis on WFP’s progress toward zero hunger. The report highlights

WFP’s dedication to supporting the 2030. The review also provides a comprehensive

overview of all the programs provided by WFP and how they were implemented in

countries and regions affected. This is an excellent resource for delegates as both an

introduction to the work of WFP and an insight in how WFP programs are carried out in

Member States.
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I. Improving Emergency Response Capacities to Safeguard Food Security
Introduction

The World Food Programme (WFP) of the United Nations (UN) is responsible for providing food aid to
people in need.®? In 2017, 68% of the WFP budget was spent on emergency responses by doubling WFP
food aid expenditures and providing emergency aid to nearly 108 million people.®® The same year saw an
increase in people suffering from undernourishment for the first time in 17 years, as a result of prolonged
conflicts, with 821 million people estimated to be undernourished worldwide.% The number of people
experiencing emergency crises has risen by 55% since 2015; if continued, food insecurity could revert to
pre-1990 levels.® Over the course of 2017, WFP responded to 15 food emergencies and reached 91.4
million people in 83 countries around the world.% WFP received $6 billion in funding in 2017, yet required
$9.8 billion to reach all those in need.®” The estimated required budget in 2018 is $9 billion, with 74% of
projected resources being earmarked for relief and emergency responses.® The funding forecast for
2018 is $5.7 bhillion.*®

According to WFP, food security exists when people have continuous access to adequate, healthy, and
safe food to maintain a healthy and active life.1°° However, 124 million people faced critical food
insecurity in 2017, an 11% increase from 2016.191 Food insecurity can lead to two main health concerns:
stunting, in which children don’t receive enough nutrients to reach full mental and physical potential, and
wasting, where people are underweight for their height.1%2 Food insecurity can also lead to regional
instability, exacerbating political and economic problems and fueling violent conflicts due to grievances
over the lack of access to nutrition and available food.%? Disasters, both natural and human-caused, are
a common driver of food insecurity.%* The concept of disaster risk reduction, defined as the prevention
and mitigation of disasters, is required to increase food security before and immediately after a disaster
strikes. 105 According to WFP, emergency response capacity is the ability to quickly and adequately
respond to conflict zones and natural disasters that can lead to famine and hunger.1% In order to
effectively manage varying levels of emergency, WFP emergency response operations are classified into
three levels: Level 1 responses are reserved for crises that can be managed by local WFP’s offices, Level
2 responses are crises that exceed the capacity of the local offices and require regional support from
intergovernmental organizations, and Level 3 responses require mobilization of the international
community, including WFP at its central level.1%7
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9 UN WFP, Annual performance report for 2017 (WFP/EB.A/2018/4-A/Rev.1), 2018, p. 7; UN WFP, World Food
Assistance 2017: Taking Stock and Looking Ahead, 2017, pp. 15, 68.

% UN WFP, Annual performance report for 2017 (WFP/EB.A/2018/4-A/Rev.1), 2018, p. 6; FAO et al., The State of
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p.v.

9 UN WFP, Annual performance report for 2017 (WFP/EB.A/2018/4-A/Rev.1), 2018, p. 4.
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To improve emergency response capacities to safeguard food security, WFP has three main focuses: to
provide immediate food aid, followed by mid-term food assistance, and to build long-term food security. 108
The current WFP strategy revolves around building national and local capacity and resilience and
delivering food aid during emergencies.%® Innovative technologies utilized and employed by humanitarian
agencies, including WFP, can improve emergency response times, efficiency, and reduce aid costs. 10
Expansive and inclusive partnerships increase funding and provide humanitarian aid agencies with
opportunities for more efficient emergency responses. 111

International and Regional Framework

International efforts to reduce food insecurity during emergencies predates both the UN and WFP,
beginning with the UN Conference on Food and Agriculture in 1943.112 Food security was further
enshrined within the goals and objectives of the UN in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of
1948, which established food access as a human right.112 The Universal Declaration on the Eradication of
Hunger and Malnutrition of 1974 further promoted access to food and nutrition as a universal and
inalienable human right, and called for the international community to further develop emergency
response capacities.'** Since there was a recognized need for immediate food aid during disasters and
emergencies, WFP was formed in 1961.115 Furthermore, WFP established the correlation between
development, food security, and emergency food by emphasizing the importance of food security as a
driver for development.11® The notion of food for development was expanded in the World Declaration and
Plan of Action for Nutrition in 1992, and the Rome Declaration on World Food Security and World Food
Summit Plan of Action in 1996, both of which encourage the use of emergency food aid to promote
recovery and development.1t?

In 2000, the link between food security and development was reinforced through the adoption of the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which sought first and foremost to halve poverty and hunger
throughout the world by 2015 and galvanize international development efforts.''® The number of
malnourished people fell from 23.3% to 12.9% in 2015, nearly meeting MDG 1 to halve the number of
hungry people in the world.'!® To continue and expand upon the MDGs, the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) were adopted by the General Assembly in 2015 through the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development (2030 Agenda), to address the current challenges facing the world.1?° Goal 2 of the SDGs
focuses exclusively on eliminating hunger and malnutrition by 2030, empowering the international
community to increase emergency, short-term, and long-term food aid assistance.'?! Goal 17 deals
specifically with building partnerships to support development through financial, technical, and operational
means to assist the implementation of all other SDGs, including SDG 2 on ending hunger.1?2
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Role of the International System

From governments to UN agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOSs), there are many actors
working to provide emergency food aid.1?3 SDG 2 calls for the elimination of hunger and the development
of global food security as a central focus of the UN.12* The Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), WFP, and the World Health Organization (WHO) partnered to create the State
of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI), which measures global hunger, food security, and
other metrics to report progress on achieving SDG 2.1%> WFP is the largest food aid agency in the world,
providing the majority of international emergency aid, and works as part of the three food-focused Rome-
based agencies (RBAs).1?6 The RBAs all share a similar mandate, working toward eradicating hunger
globally.?” FAO focuses on technical expertise and policy building, data-sharing, and international
agreements, and provides emergency agricultural livelihood assistance.'?8 IFAD focuses on reducing
food insecurity by utilizing rural development programs and policies, and provides financing to support
governments and other agencies in emergency settings.12® The introduction of the SDGs prompted the
RBAs to develop in 2016 a common vision paper titled Collaboration among the United Nations Rome-
based Agencies: Delivering on the 2030 Agenda, in which the three agencies pledged to collaborate in
furthering the SDGs to increase operational capacity and efficiency in emergency responses.*3°

The UN also takes part in the development and support of emergency response capacities of food aid. 3!
In 2008, then Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon established the High-Level Task Force on Global Food and
Nutrition Security (HLTF) in response to the global food price crisis, which threatened the food security of
millions of people, triggered food riots and protests in over 40 countries, and endangered the progress
made under the MDGs on food security.32 The 2008 global food price crisis compounded food insecurity,
created instability, and reduced the funding available for emergency responses, hindering emergency
response efforts.133 HLTF is currently working on developing public-private partnerships to improve
emergency response initiatives during crises.®* Additionally, the World Bank, which provides funding and
expertise for development, approved a $50 million grant to provide direct food assistance in response to
the famine in South Sudan in 2017.135 UNICEF provides emergency treatment to children suffering from
severe acute malnutrition, and collaborates with WFP on less severe cases of malnutrition.3¢ For
instance, WHO works in Ethiopia with agencies in the field to coordinate efforts to provide emergency
food aid in a region affected by constant drought and famine.13” To facilitate much of the UN’s emergency
responses is the United Nations Humanitarian Response Depot (UNHRD), comprising of multiple
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locations, chosen for ease of access to roads, airports, and ports, enables rapid mobilization for its 86
partners for timely emergency responses. 13

Regional organizations, NGOs, and Member States also contribute to emergency response capacities in
emergency operations.13° For example, the European Union (EU) is one of the largest food assistance
donors, both directly to those in need and indirectly through WFP, by contributing almost 33% of its
humanitarian aid budget to emergency food aid.*° In 2016, the United States provided over $2 billion to
WFP, amounting to over 33% of the 2016 WFP operational budget.*! The African Union monitors
drought and famine conditions across the Africa, and provides emergency funding to those in need.42
The African Union also developed a specialized agency of the Union, the African Risk Capacity (ARC),
which aids Member States improve emergency response capacities through a shared financial risk
pool.143

Preventative Measures and Capacity-Building for Local Food Security Resiliency

Communities and governments that develop resiliency in food security also strengthen potential
emergency response capacities.#* Resiliency in food security is the ability of a community to absorb
decreases in food security, referred to as shocks, such as drought or rising food prices.*® Resilience
decreases the likelihood of prolonged food insecurity while allowing communities and governments to
devote financial resources to emergency response operations.46 Preventing prolonged food crisis
enables resources to be better utilized elsewhere, as 68% of the budget went to prolonged emergencies
in 2017.147 As WFP falls short in funding, a fundamental shift needs to be made to start capacity-building
at the local level to allow communities to absorb shocks to food security and to prevent the need for
continuous direct food aid to areas of low resiliency and food security.1*® The WFP Strategic Plan 2008-
2013 was the first step in shifting WFP efforts from reactionary food aid to capacity and resilience building
for communities through food assistance, culminating in the WFP Strategic Plan 2017-2021.14° This
strategic plan establishes Country Specific Plans (CSPs) that focus on empowering governments to
develop self-resiliency through targeted goals unique to a country.5° CSPs build resilience capacity
through three topics: Disaster risk reduction (DRR), improved governance, and post-conflict/post-crisis
restoration. 15!

Natural disasters contribute significantly to the number of people in need of emergency food aid by
disrupting infrastructure, displacing peoples, reducing rainfall or water availability, and destruction of
crops and other food sources.52 As such, implementing DRR programs can prevent food insecurity as a
result of disasters, improving resilience in communities, and reducing the need for large-scale and
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prolonged emergency food aid operations.53 Climate change, which has been recognized as a serious
threat to global food security, has also been addressed through WFP programs like the R4 Rural
Resilience Initiative.5* This initiative focuses on preventing food crises due to climate change by
providing rural farmers with resource management skills, insurance, income diversification, and financial
savings to build food security.15® WFP has specific programs for disaster risk reduction including
emergency response training for local communities, such as WFP’s DRR training in Lesotho in 2014;
conservation techniques for food, water and environmental stabilization methods through programs such
as the Food Assistance for Assets (FFA); and the establishment of early warning systems (EWSs).156

WFP acknowledges that the primary responsibility of food security and capacity-building lies with national
and local governments.1%” Strong government efforts to implement capacity-building toward food security
and resilience will free up the annual budget, and allow for greater resources to be dedicated to crisis
events and emergency responses.!>® For example, in 2004, Namibia was recovering from a severe
drought, and 17.8% of the population was living with HIV/AIDS, leaving a high number of orphans and
vulnerable children (OVC) in need of assistance.%® From 2004 to 2006, WFP partnered with Namibia to
provide food assistance to OVCs while Namibia prepared to absorb the OVCs into the national safety
net.160 Namibia later began the process of absorption, eventually taking responsibility of the OVCs
previously being assisted by WFP.161 By strengthening the Namibian’s national safety net, WFP ended
the need for WFP food assistance for OVCs and increased Namibia’s capacity to handle future
emergencies. 162

After a disaster or conflict, infrastructure is destroyed or in disrepair, preventing access to important
resources.'®3 WFP, through FFA programs, allows for communities to develop, repair, and create
infrastructure vital to food security by giving food to communities in exchange for their work on
infrastructure projects.%* For example, a rural village in Afghanistan had roads washed out from flooding,
but did not have the resources to both sustain themselves and repair the roads to maintain outside
access.® The FFA program provided rural villagers with food in exchange for their work on flood
diversion basins, creating sustainable infrastructure to prevent future washouts, and give food to those in
need.%6 Rebuilding roads, like in the above example, is part of the broad WFP strategy to rebuild
important infrastructure, including irrigation canals and damaged fields. 167

Advanced Tools and Technological Innovations to Improve Emergency Responses

WEFP utilizes different methods to assess impacts of disasters, predict budgets, and pinpoint areas of
need through the utilization of technology and specialized tools to improve emergency response
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capacities to safeguard food security.'68 The use of new innovations can also increase productivity,
reduce costs, and create new opportunities.®® During an emergency, WFP’s Fast Information Technology
and Telecommunications Emergency and Support Team (FITTEST) establishes communication lines in
disaster areas and emergency response operations, installs electricity in the field using renewable
energy, and provides IT services to humanitarian organizations and operators.170

Blockchain

Blockchain is a decentralized encrypted ledger that allows for the tracking of financial transactions without
the need for traditional financial institutions.”* Implementation of blockchain through vouchers or pre-paid
debit cards, along with supply chain management innovation, has resulted in an increase of productivity
of $140 million by avoiding transactional fees.1”?> Without transactional fees, WFP can redirect resources
to ongoing food emergencies.1’® WFP’s Building Blocks project is responsible for establishing pilot
programs for blockchain usage in transfers, with 100,000 users in January of 2018, and a further 500,000
to be given access to the system over the course of 2018 in Jordan. 174

Early Warning Systems

An EWS is a system put in place in order to identify disasters, provide timely warnings, and use
seismographs, weather radar, satellite, and aerial imagery to quickly identify developing threats and
disasters.1’> EWSs can provide early information on food security, disasters, and imminent food crises,
which allows for timely food deliveries and interventions.7®¢ WFP utilizes multiple different EWSs to
achieve maximum results.1’7 Since 2013, WFP’s mobile Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (mVAM) has
been utilized to track food security, by using phone interviews in targeted areas to provide data on current
food security issues.1”® WFP also developed the Corporate Alert System, which utilizes data, and
partners with local, regional, and other WFP branches to assess evolving risks.17® The decisions reached
from this system allow WFP to take early action in developing situations to prevent deterioration and
mitigate risks.18 WFP also utilizes the Automatic Disaster Analysis and Mapping System (ADAM), which
uses visual and spatial overlays over real-time details for earthquakes and tropical storms, allowing
humanitarian aid responses to begin organizing within minutes of a disaster striking.8?

Other Technological Innovations

Efficiency can be achieved in many areas, and WFP continues to look for innovations in every sector of
its work.182 WFP, began utilizing aerial images taken by unmanned drones to map targeted areas in 2017,
providing data to aid agencies with increased speed and accuracy.8 WFP has plans to incorporate
artificial intelligence into the analysis of these aerial images to further reduce analysis times.'%* WFP also
began use a new design of parachute, the 3 Ring Release Deployment System, which allows for aerial
food drops from fixed-wing aircraft, thereby saving money and reducing potential losses.85 In 2016,
WFP’s Innovation Accelerator was established in Munich, Germany, to provide a space that supports
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creativity, innovation, and collaboration for entrepreneurs to develop their ideas, and provide solutions to
global hunger.18 The Innovation Accelerator is currently developing hydroponics resources, food
deliveries via aerial drones, and virtual farmers markets, all of which have the potential to increase WFP’s
emergency response capacity to safeguard food security.18”

Bridging Gaps Through Multilateral Partnerships

WFP works in collaboration with international partners, including Member States, over a thousand NGO
partners, the other RBAs, the UN system, and private partnerships to improve capacity, increase
distribution efficiency, and fund operations.18 The primary partnership exists between WFP and national
governments, where governments can play a role in every aspect of WFP operations. 8 Member States
are also the largest contributors to WFP’s budget, yet WFP fell $3.8 billion short of their $9.8 billion goal
required to meet global hunger needs in 2017.1% The 2018 budget forecast expects a funding gap of $3
billion.1°1 Additionally, nearly all of the current Level 2 and Level 3 emergencies are the result of ongoing
conflicts, creating large barriers to the delivery of food aid.°2 In line with SDG 17, WFP implemented the
CSP policy to enable countries to be the primary force in eliminating hunger.1®® CSPs allow WFP to
partner directly with national governments to develop targeted policies and programs to aid in emergency
response capacity and food security.1% Each CSP, of which there are now 35, is developed based on a
country’s specific needs and is implemented by the country, utilizing WFP as a resource in experience,
technical know-how, and operational efficiency.1®®* WFP’s expertise allows for the development of viable
and impactful programs and policies at the national level.1% All CSPs follow WFP’s Strategic Plan 2017-
2021 and SDGs 2 and 17.%%7

Conclusion

In 2017, WFP dealt with a record number of emergency crises, most of which stemmed from violent
conflict, which stretched the limits of its emergency response capacity.% However, WFP’s emergency
response to an unprecedented level of food insecurity was largely successful.1% WFP’s shift from food
aid to food assistance, through CSPs and resilient development, will begin a new era of humanitarian
food aid.2% By focusing on resilience and local capacity, WFP’s funds can be freed up for emergency
responses and increase local food security.29? While budget gaps and shortfalls reduced WFP’s ability to
provide aid, innovation and new methods, techniques, and technologies have led WFP to increase
productivity, save cost, and directly improving emergency response capacities to safeguard food
security.?%2 In addition to increased productivity, WFP will need to find new and impactful partnerships to
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maintain operational efficiency otherwise emergency response capacities will be diminished.2°3 With
emergencies caused by ongoing conflict showing no signs of ending, finding solutions to food insecurity
will require a highly efficient, productive, and collaborative emergency response to safeguard food
security.2% Bridging the funding gap, utilizing new innovations, and deploying current systems to areas of
need will continue to be some of the largest issues facing WFP.205

Further Research

Due to ongoing global food insecurity and emergency crises, improving emergency response capacities
to safeguard food security is of vital importance. In this regard, how can WFP develop cost-saving
measures, improve efficiency, and acquire more funding to close the funding gap? What technologies and
innovative strategies could be utilized to improve the overall effectiveness of emergency food aid
programs in addition to already in place systems such as the EWSs? In what ways can WFP utilize food
to aid in development of resilience and food security? A large majority of food crises are currently fueled
by violent conflicts; in what ways can WFP gain access to conflict zones, and overcome barriers caused
by conflict? WFP has continued to shift its strategy toward food assistance, resilience, prevention, and
mitigation of food crises. In what ways can WFP provide resources to local communities to increase food
security, and build local emergency response capacities to food crises? How can WFP continue to
collaborate with governments at the national and local levels to increase regional emergency response
capacities?
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Il. Responding to Food Insecurity in Syria

“Syria has become the great tragedy of this century — a disgraceful humanitarian calamity with suffering
and displacement unparalleled in recent history.”206

Introduction

The Arab Spring protests began in 2011 and can be considered as the starting point for the onset of the
Syrian civil war.2°7 Public discontent toward the Assad government quickly turned into a full-scale civil war
between the Syrian government and anti-government rebel groups causing more than 400,000 casualties
in Syria as well as millions of displaced people since the war began.2%® The United Nations (UN) Security
Council has discussed the Syrian conflict and has adopted 23 resolutions to encourage the international
community to provide Syrians with humanitarian aid and advocate for the strengthening of the Syrian
government.2% Approximately 13 million people are seeking humanitarian assistance in Syria due to the
prolonged civil conflict.22® More than 6 million are food-insecure due to limited access to essential
goods.?!! For instance, humanitarian intervention faces challenges as a result of fragile governmental
frameworks and hard-to-reach territories due to isolation, military occupation, and infrastructure
collapse.?12 Continuous bombardments have destroyed bridges, cities, and roads.2!2 These challenges
pose additional obstacles for humanitarian operators when logistically planning the delivery of
humanitarian aid.2* Thus, it is important for the international community to take action on implementing
more efficient ways to provide Syrians with food aid.?!®

The World Food Programme (WFP) is committed to providing Syrians with adequate, effective, and timely
delivery of both food and non-food items, including household items, clothes, and personal care items.26
Every month, WFP provides about 4.5 million people with food assistance.?!” Since the 75% of the Syrian
population still require humanitarian assistance, the work of WFP is essential to ensure acceptable
standards of living for those populations.2® WFP’s experience in both natural and human-caused
emergencies makes the UN agency a principal actor for responding to food insecurity in Syria.?1° The
Syrian population strongly relies on the agricultural sector and the prolonged conflict coupled with
subsequent periods of drought has brought rural families to face financial and distribution loss due to the
inability to produce and sell food.?2° Coordination between WFP and specialized agencies, such as the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQO) and the International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), has become a necessary approach to improve the logistical emergency response
strategies and to strengthen agricultural resilience in Syria.??!
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International and Regional Framework

The UN Human Rights Council (HRC) stresses the importance of food as a fundamental right in
accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) (1948).222 Article 25 of the UDHR
considers food as a critical element for ensuring an adequate standard of living for people.?23 During the
2009 World Summit on Food Security, FAO called upon the UN Member States and specialized agencies
on agriculture and development to commit to analyze and solve food insecurity.?2* In this forum, the
Declaration of the World Summit on Food Security was adopted to set the basis for a global partnership
to cope with food insecurity by improving global governance while strengthening the role of the
Committee on World Food Security (CFS) and Global Forum on Food Security and Nutrition (FSN Forum)
to provide up-to-date data and insights of the current crisis.??5

During the Second Conference on Nutrition, organized by FAO and WHO in 2014, the Rome Declaration
on Nutrition was adopted.?26 The Declaration aims to ensure access to food as a basis to guarantee a
healthy and prosperous life.227 Article 5 of the Declaration focuses on malnutrition as a result of poverty,
food shortfalls, and humanitarian crisis.?28 Furthermore, the Declaration highlights the importance of
timely and efficient food aid delivery to mitigate the impact of malnutrition in human development.22® This
is one of the main points of the Declaration that make it sensitively resonant to respond to food insecurity
in Syria.?® Thus, it is essential to help those affected by the Syrian crisis and WFP’s plays a crucial role
in ensuring the timely delivery of food aid. 23!

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 2 on zero hunger, of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development (2015) focuses on finding strategies to end hunger worldwide.?32 SDG 2 has been recalled
several times by UN entities to stress the importance of ending food insecurity in Syria.233 Malnutrition is
caused by shock that has involved household livelihoods, posing the population in a condition of
starvation, extreme poverty, and unemployment.23* Malnourishment and growth disorders are being
registered among Syrian children under the age of five.23> SDG 2 also aims at ending malnutrition among
vulnerable groups (SDG 2.2), yet due to the prolonged conflict, children are suffering from malnutrition
related growth disorders causing lower life expectancy and irregular physical and mental development.236

Role of the International System
As the ongoing Syrian civil war became a transnational conflict, the UN Security Council adopted

resolution 2165 of 2014 on the situation in the Middle East to allow humanitarian agencies and partners to
use roads and transportation infrastructures across conflict lines.?3” Throughout the years, it has become
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even more necessary to ensure that people in hard-to-reach zones are provided with humanitarian aid. 238
Thus, to improve aid delivery, the UN Security Council adopted the resolution 2397 in 2017 titled “The
Situation in Middle East” to authorize the presence of humanitarian operators in conflict zones until
January 2019.2%°

The UN General Assembly has focused its attention on the human rights situation in Syria, including the
right to food.24° In General Assembly resolution 72/191 of 2018 titled “Situation of Human Rights in the
Syrian Arab Republic,” the urgency to provide humanitarian assistance to over 5.3 million refugees is
stressed, particularly when it comes to vulnerable groups such as women and children.2*! In order to
accomplish the General Assembly goal of providing humanitarian assistance, WFP is managing the UN
Air Humanitarian Service (UNHAS) operation to timely provide emergency aid.?*? In partnership with UN
Humanitarian Response Depot (UNHRD), WFP is able to obtain and deliver food and non-food items
stored in locations worldwide within 24/48 hours from the onset of an emergency.243

The Rome-based agencies (RBAs), including WFP, FAO, and IFAD, are working together to ensure a
prompt response to the Syrian emergency by building population resilience and promoting sustainable
development through agricultural resilience initiatives.?** Together with the UN Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), WFP is working to assist more than 11 million Syrians affected by the
humanitarian crisis through the provision of food and non-food items throughout the entire Syrian
territory. 24> Every month, following WHQ's nutritional guidelines, WFP provides more than 4.5 million
Syrians with meals containing 1,700 kcal per day.?246

WFP is committed to supporting children's nutrition through special programs such as the School Meals
for Syrian children in the area of Aleppo.24” Since March 2017, WFP continues to distribute meals to
Syrian children attending public primary schools, allowing them to receive the necessary minerals and
vitamins for healthy growth.248 In addition, this program is considered an incentive to encourage parents
to send their children to school since the project guarantees at least one meal a day for each child.24°
Recently, the WFP also launched the School Snack Programme which reaches more than 400 schools
through Syria.?%° This special programme is aimed at providing children and young people with fortified
bars.251 Moreover, WFP establish a special project in Aleppo city to provide nutritional bars once a day
and encourage families to send their children to UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) supported schools.?52 By
sending their children to school, UNICEF provides families with cash-based-transfers to buy food in local
stores. 2% Furthermore, the World Health Organization (WHO) has delivered more than 14 million medical
treatments across the country, including children vaccinations and malnourishment screening.?%*

According to UNICEF, almost 2 millions of Syrian children do not go to school, and another 2.5 million are
refugees.?% Children living in the area of Eastern Ghouta lack the access to food and it is causing
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widespread malnourishment.2%¢ A UNICEF’s study reports that the 11.9% of children under five years old
in the area of East Ghouta are malnourished and the 2.1% suffer acute malnutrition.?5” The study also
stresses that children are at risk of death or delayed development due to malnutrition.258 Also, mothers
are unable to breastfeed or nourish themselves during pregnancy because of the scarcity of food and
continuous displacement due to violence across the country, leading to health challenges for mothers and
children.?%®

WEFP is also looking at restoring livelihoods with the aim of promoting food security.26° Among the
activities addressed to rebuild livelihoods, WFP launched the FFA program.26! The program consists of
providing food-insecure Syrians with cash, food transfers, or vouchers to buy food items while building
their assets for long-term food security.?%? These initiatives aim to increase community access to markets,
allow for the development and management of natural resources, and provide training to improve assets’
management skills.?63 The FFA initiative benefits Syrians that are working hard to restore their assets and
livelihoods in lands previously occupied or affected by bombardments. 264

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is one of the leading active humanitarian operators
in Syria.2% The ICRC focuses on helping Syrians in the following areas: civilian protection, health and
sanitation, economic security, water and environmental protection, and food security.2%¢ The ICRC, in
coordination with WFP, is working to provide Syrians with food assistance.?57 It also coordinates its efforts
with other humanitarian entities, including UN OCHA, WFP, and Inter-Agency Standing Committee
(IASC), the latter is also responsible for managing the humanitarian intervention through the cluster
approach.?6® The IASC promoted the cluster approach in 2006 within the UN Humanitarian Reform
process.?%° The cluster approach intends to divide the humanitarian intervention into sectors and
nominate an entity that can take the leadership of the cluster due to its expertise.?’° The WFP has been
nominated the leader of the Logistics Cluster because of its extensive experience in providing emergency
aid when and where is needed.?"*

Efficient Logistical Operations to Address Food Insecurity

When operating in a complex emergency situation such as in Syria, logistical planning plays an essential
role in the timely delivery of humanitarian aid.?”2 The Logistics Cluster managed by IASC and led by WFP
continue to improve its guidelines and framework for actions with the intent to strengthen the efficiency of
emergency response.27® One of WFP priorities is to ensure timely delivery of food items to people in
need.?”* Therefore, WFP uses the Food Security Monitoring Systems (FSMS) as an early warning system
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to alert the international community about situations with potential risk of food insecurity.2’> The FSMS
can provide humanitarian operators with up-to-date information about households’ food consumption,
crop productivity, and market prices.276 Based on specific indicators, the FSMS can elaborate an
Emergency Food Security Assessment when an area, region, or country is considered at risk of food
insecurity.2”” Once the assessment is completed, the WFP coordinates with its partners, including the
RBAs, in order to plan the delivery of the emergency aid.278

In addition to the early warning given by the FSMS, WFP uses the Geographic Information System (GIS)
to elaborate informative maps.2”® The GIS analyzes, gathers, and manages data through different online
database and satellite measurements.2®0 It can organize layers of information into an informative map (2D
or 3D) that humanitarian operators share in online platforms, such as ReliefWeb.?®* WFP is one of the
main contributors of the ReliefWeb platform for humanitarian operators.?82 ReliefWeb contains articles,
fact sheets, humanitarian dashboards, and reports elaborated by the humanitarian organization which
freely share them on the platform, also making them available for the international community.283 One of
the latest contributions of WFP to ReliefWeb about Syria is an infographic of July 2018 which considers
Syria a level 3 out of 3 of emergency.2#* Hence the main intervention priorities still involve delivery of food
items, basic needs, and medicines. 285 By using technologies such as the GIS, WFP has been able to
elaborate the 2018 emergency dashboards food insecurity in Syria which includes essential figures for
humanitarian operators and that can help the logistics planning of food items' delivery.286

Once the crisis assessment is complete, WFP, through nine humanitarian depots supported by UNHRD,
has access to a range of humanitarian aid materials, including food and non-food items, in areas close to
those of the intervention.?8” Since 2012, UNHDR has reached Syria with 137 shipments containing
various humanitarian items for a total value of about 12 million USD.?®® UNHRD has sent 2,125 MT of
cargo supplies in cooperation with several partners, among those the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), UN Development Program (UNDP), WHO, and WFP.28 The rapid response
capacity of UNHRD is also assisted by the ground transportation of international, regional, and local
partners, as well as the air one provided by UNHAS. 2% UNHAS is managed by WFP to promptly
intervene and deliver food items, ship medical supplies, and transport people, to and from hard-to-reach
areas, such as the rural towns in the north of Syria.2°!

Strengthening Syrians Resilience to Food Security

According to WFP’s 2017 report, Livelihoods, and Resilience — Syria, Syria has lost four decades of
development since the conflict began in 2011, with 85% of the population living in poverty.2°2 The
international community is working to respond to the food insecurity crisis by dealing with the increase in
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the price of agricultural commaodities and scarcity of natural resources.?° Drought has also worsened the
humanitarian situation in Syria by creating food shortages and reducing arable land.?®* These challenges,
coupled with prolonged conflict, are worsening the situation for the Syrian population and hindering
recovery and development.2% Due to the loss of arable land, which Syrians living in rural areas rely on,
69% of the Syrian population face extreme poverty.2°6 WFP elaborated a strategy to restore food security
in Syria by supporting livelihoods, local markets, and strengthening Syrians’ agricultural resilience.2%7
WFP partnered with FAO, UNDP and the Institute Européen de Coopération et de Développement
(IECD) to build resilience against poverty in Syria.2°® These organizations provide farmers with training,
seeds, and livestock to let them restore their livelihoods as well as learn how to better manage potential
future shocks due to natural disasters or human-caused crisis.??° Together with UNDP, WFP is working
on a pilot program to allow women to receive food for them and their families while being trained about
agricultural techniques.3©

In April 2018, FAO presented the Syrian Refugee Resilience Plan (SRRP) with the intent to support
Syrian refugees primarily in Turkey.3%! One of the main goals is to promote the social integration of Syrian
refugees with hosting communities by providing food aid to address food insecurity, which is affecting
refugees, and to enhance their resilience.3%2 The SRRP is coordinated by the FAO Representation in
Turkey which is working closely with the Turkish authorities, including the Disaster and Emergency
Management Presidency (AFAD), the Ministry of Development (MoD), and the Ministry of Food,
Agriculture and Livestock (MFAL).3%3 By focusing on agriculture, the SRRP aims at strengthening
resilience against emergencies and promoting integration into the local market by allowing about 45,000
Syrian refugees’ households located across the Turkish border in 11 different provinces to sell their
products.304

Conclusion

Syria is currently facing one of the worst food security crises in decades.®%® The UN is working diligently
to respond to the humanitarian crisis by cooperating with local authorities and Syrian refugee-hosting
countries by implementing new and better guidelines for logistical operations, and building resilient
communities and agricultural plans.®% To improve access and availability of food, the local agricultural
sector plays a primary role in food production, nutrition, and strengthening of the Syrian economy.3%7
However, the fragile political context and the challenging distribution of aid in hard-to-reach areas make
the work of the international community much harder than expected.3% To increase food delivery
efficiency, WFP, as the Logistics Cluster leader, is managing the delivery of the humanitarian aid in Syria
by coordinating efforts UNOCHA and FAQO'’s local and regional offices to promptly intervene and deliver
both food and non-food items.3%° Thus, to achieve food security, international efforts must focus on
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strengthening resilience and ensuring continuity of local programs and policies to succeed over the Syrian
civil war.310

Further Research

Food insecurity in Syria is ongoing, and it is affecting the majority of its population. How can the
international community strengthen global partnerships to promote SDG 17 in order to increase access to
food? Considering the complex emergency affecting Syria, how could the IASC’s cluster approach help
the international community to better respond to the Syrian emergency? What other logistical operations
or capacity-building strategies can be implemented to continue to support food aid in Syria? How can the
Syrian agriculture be strengthened to empower Syrians against food insecurity? How can Member States
support the work of WFP to provide long-term food to Syrians?
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lll. Improving Frameworks for the Supply of Food Aid

“The quest for food security can be the common thread that links the different challenges we face and
helps build a sustainable future.”31!

Introduction

Despite a decade-long decline, recent years have shown a sharp rise in world hunger.32 One in nine
people are currently facing food insecurity and undernourishment.312 The recent increases in food
insecurity and hunger throughout the world have also caught the attention of the United Nations (UN), as
shown through the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) and its
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in September 2015, which committed the UN and its Member
States to work toward a world with no hunger by 2030.3** UN organizations such as the World Food
Programme (WFP), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), and the
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) acknowledge that food insecurity can negatively
impact a country’s development.3!5 For instance, in Western Africa food insecurity is linked with the
slowdown of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth and the rise of food prices.31¢ In recent years,
climate change has become an important global concern affecting agriculture, food supply, as well as
effective food aid.31” With populations in Yemen, Nigeria, South Sudan, and Somalia currently at risk for
famine, it is critical for WFP to have an efficient and responsive framework to provide food aid.318

WFP works toward the realization of sustainable development by providing food aid and fighting
hunger.31° Food aid is provided in three types: (1) emergency food aid, where food is freely distributed
short-term to victims of political conflict or natural disasters; (2) project food aid, which is primarily used in
support of nutritional, developmental, and agricultural projects and interventions; and (3) programme food
aid, where food is not distributed to a target group, but to specific governments to distribute.32° WFP’s
supply of food aid is centered around the most food-insecure areas, in which nutrition is too scarce to
support the general health and well-being of the population.321

In recent years, the concept of “food aid” has changed toward the development of newer, more
sustainable practices.322 The 2017 World Food Assistance report describes new activities and
instruments which were created to replace transactional concepts of food aid in order to provide more
sustainable and constant access to nutritious food.32% The new concept of food assistance aims to directly
empower food-insecure or vulnerable individuals and communities to purchase their own food through
vouchers, rather than relying on food distributions. 324
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International and Regional Framework

The Food Aid Convention (1999) is one of the most important conventions in the international response to
food aid and food insecurity.32> While acknowledging the outcomes in other works such as the World
Food Summit Plan of Action (1996) and the Rome Declaration on World Food Security (1996), the Food
Aid Convention aimed to alleviate hunger and poverty for all vulnerable groups, as well as ensuring
agricultural development in countries in need.3?¢ In addition, the 1999 Convention called for the
international community to improve their response to emergencies in developing countries through
providing frameworks for cooperation between States parties to the Convention maximizing quality and
effectiveness of provided food aid. 3?7

The Voluntary Guidelines to Support the Progressive Realization of the Right to Adequate Food in the
Context of National Food Security, adopted by the FAO in November 2004, continued the international
discussion of food aid policy.328 The guidelines primarily focus on the importance of human rights in the
context of food supply and guide states to implement progressive policies on human rights within the
context of food security.32° The Voluntary Guidelines created a bridge to integrate human rights into food
and agriculture-based agencies and were used around the world to address the fight against hunger.33°
Further aid and development commitments were made through the Paris Declaration on Aid
Effectiveness (2005) and the Accra Agenda for Action (2008).33! Both the Paris Declaration and Accra
Agenda called for an increased emphasis on aid and its impact on development, with the Accra Agenda
reaffirming the Paris Declaration during the Third High-Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness in 2008.3%2 The
Accra Agenda focused primarily on the objectives of the Paris Declaration through priority areas of
capacity-building, ownership, delivering results, and inclusive partnerships.333

The international discussion of food aid and food security continued in the High-Level Task Force on
Global Food and Nutrition Security and the Food and Nutrition Security: Comprehensive Framework for
Action (2011).334 The framework summarizes the need for obtaining sustainable food and nutrition
security at the national, regional, and global scales.33> The framework sets forth four principles, which
include the need for comprehensive approaches, more investments into the security of food and nutrition,
regional support for country-led strategies, and taking accountability for the results.33¢ These principles
reflect an ongoing learning process taking place at the local, national, and international levels regarding
food aid delivery.337

With the adoption of the Food Assistance Convention (2013), the discussion of food security became
more modernized.338 As the 1999 Convention committed almost exclusively to traditional food aid
deliveries, the 2013 Convention expands its commitments to include monetary food assistance in the
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form of currency and vouchers.33° These new products for food assistance provide a greater focus on
nutrition, which in turn provides more protections for a person’s livelihoods.34°

The SDGs, adopted in the General Assembly resolution 70/1 "Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development,” establish ambitious goals to end world hunger and address other
environmental and humanitarian global issues.3* The 2030 Agenda provides an outline for the
international community, using the SDGs as groundwork for plans to make the world more sustainable
and environmentally friendly.342 This is done through the use of development projects and partnerships
with other governmental bodies to raise awareness.343 The 2030 Agenda is now one of the primary
frameworks for improving food security, addressed in SDG 2 on ending hunger.34

Role of the International System

WEFP is the leading UN entity on food aid delivery.3*5 In the most recent annual report, the Executive
Board introduced the WFP Strategic Plan 2017-2021 to provide improved frameworks aligned with the
2030 Agenda.3*¢ The strategic plan emphasizes WFP’s contributions to emergency food aid through
effective partnerships with other organizations and agencies.3*’

WFP’s strategic plan also reaffirms its additional commitments to SDG 17 for global partnerships to
achieve the SDGs.3*8 Similar to SDG 2, the plan includes strategic objectives such as facilitating
partnerships in order to yield development results, as called for by SDG 17.34° To expand upon SDG 17,
WFP partners with other UN organizations, local governments, and corporate partners to address food
insecurity.3%° For instance, WFP maintains a strong relationship with the credit card company
MasterCard, which helped fundraise over $7 million for the body’s work in 2017 and is projected to raise
over $10 million by the end of 2018.351 WFP recognizes the importance of good nutrition as an outcome
of the SDGs and recently updated its nutrition policy.3%? The policy, as well as the SDGs, note the
importance of reaching people who are in the most vulnerable positions, specifically children.35 The
policy notes that the first 1,000 days of a child’s life are the most critical, because chronic malnutrition is
most likely to develop during this time.3%* With nutritional intervention, children will be able to benefit from
a boost in physical and cognitive functions, as well as to develop a stronger immune system.3% WFP
works to improve food access to children through schools, providing children with meals during school
hours.3%6 |n addition, a child’s education can contribute to better food access, which can lead to improving
health conditions and a reduction in long-term food aid reliance.35” WFP, building upon its support of
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development initiatives, promotes building healthy diets and satisfying nutrient needs through providing
an immediate access to health facilities. 358

Food Aid and Humanitarian Response

WFP places an emphasis on strengthening livelihoods in emergency situations through the use of food
aid.3%° Livelihoods, as mentioned in the 2003 report Food Aid and Livelihoods in Emergencies: Strategies
for WFP, refer to a particular sets of skills and assets needed to maintain a quality of life.3° During
emergency situations, the policy recommends that food aid to be bundled with non-food items which
contribute to the well-being and welfare of aid recipients.®6! In addition to WFP, other agencies such as
the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) play a key role in providing
humanitarian relief in times of need.%%? OCHA advocates for accessing states in crisis to deliver food aid
and coordinates with other agencies such as the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to assist in
funding food aid in times of crisis. 383 In states such as Ethiopia, OCHA partnered with the national
government to support the development of an Integrated National Food/Cash Plan, working in line with
the New Way of Working program.364 When Secretary-General Antonio Guterres launched his call to
action to help avoid famine in Yemen, Nigeria, South Sudan, and Somalia, OCHA played a key role in
food aid efforts.365 Additionally, the FAO has taken steps to connect humanitarian aid and food aid
through early warning systems.36¢ Established during the world food crisis in the early 1970s by the FAO,
the Global Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS) provides the next step toward improving food
security.36” The GIEWS has played a prominent role in food security early warnings by analyzing and
providing remote sensing data for food supply and demand markets.368

Challenges to Effective Food Assistance Practices

Climate Change and Food Assistance

While updated policies and programs have led to the advancement of effective food aid practices over
time, the international community continues to face challenges which can prevent further
advancements.3%° One of the most pressing ongoing challenges is the effect of climate change on food
security across the globe which, according to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, has the
potential to increase the risks of malnutrition and hunger up to 20% by the year 2050.37° As referenced in
WFP’s Climate Change Policy (2017), today’s changing climate presents a struggle for food-insecure
individuals and families to obtain a nutritious diet.37* Approximately four out of five people in the world live
in areas more prone to natural disasters such as droughts, flooding, earthquakes, and storms, which can
easily destroy important agricultural resources such as livestock, crops, and land.372 Climate change
affects food supplies by decreasing the availability of water, degrading the agricultural environment, and
perpetuating pests and diseases affecting the health of crops, among others.373 WFP addresses climate
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change as a long-term challenge that requires a comprehensive plan from the international community to
mitigate its effects on food security. 374

Climate Change and Food Assistance: Dominica and Hurricane Response

In September 2017, the Commonwealth of Dominica experienced catastrophic impacts from Hurricane
Maria, striking the island as a Category 5 storm with winds in access of 157 miles per hour.3’® Estimates
from the UN showed almost 90% of the population saw damage to their properties and livelihoods and
25,000 people were estimated to need continued support after WFP’s immediate action of food
assistance was provided.®’® In addition, Maria severely damaged farms, livestock and crop production,
forest reserves, and irrigation systems throughout the island.®?” Infrastructure damage from the storm led
shops and supermarkets to remain closed, leading to a rapidly declining availability of food.37® WFP, in
conjunction with the government of Dominica, ensured those most affected by the storm were given the
equal and adequate food rations they needed to meet daily food and nutritional needs.37° WFP provided a
two-week long supply of rations to the most affected areas and continued to supply more until markets
could reopen. 38 In turn, the government provided non-food tools, such as fuel for cooking, water
containers, and other materials for proper sheltering to ensure prioritizations of both food and non-food
assistance to those affected.38! The emergency operation lasted until March 2018 and cost over $4
million to complete.382 There were, however, challenges involved during recovery efforts.38 Dominica is
an area prone to tropical cyclones and natural disasters and the sudden onset of another natural disaster
could have interrupted the recovery response.3* WFP also had little control over assistance to affected
areas, and could only monitor the delivery of food to social systems through government systems. 385

Gender Equality and Food Assistance

Women are disproportionately affected by food insecurity during disasters and conflict.38 According to
WFP, women are more likely to develop negative coping strategies, such as rationing their own food for
the rest of the family and skipping meals during times of food insecurity.38” They also give themselves
cheaper and less nutritious food, and in extreme cases, resort to prostitution for an additional food
income. 388 To prevent further negative coping mechanisms for women, WFP promotes gender equality
and women’s empowerment throughout the international community.38° The Gender Policy (2015-2020)
specifically states “everyone is responsible for promoting gender equality and women’s empowerment as
preconditions for effective development.”3%°

WEFP has taken steps in the past to address the links between gender equality and food security. 39! For
example, the body launched the Participatory Action Learning (PAL) program in Senegal, which studies
the involvement of men are in the care and nutrition of children.3%2 PAL looks into how men could
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increase their involvement in care.3°® Group discussions revealed the reasons behind a lack of male
involvement stems from a fear of being mocked by others, as an involvement in a child’s nutrition is not
considered a man'’s role.3%* WFP acknowledged the need to change these attitudes by engaging men in
open discussions on child nutrition. 3% However, work still needs to be done in addressing these attitudes
in order to promote gender equality in food security.3% Women continue to face discrimination when
obtaining access to food and control over their health and livelihoods.3?” Women and girls are more likely
than men and boys to experience gender-based violence in the pursuit of food resources.3%

Food Aid to Food Assistance

WFP’s transition from “food aid” to “food assistance” began with the Strategic Plan (2008-2011), in which
the body adopted a new approach to reducing hunger through more preventative measures.3% Many of
the new strategic objectives included protecting livelihoods in emergencies and preventing acute hunger,
as well as reducing malnutrition and chronic hunger throughout the world.*% The book Revolution: From
Food Aid to Food Assistance, Innovations in Overcoming Hunger, published by WFP in 2010, describes
two main objectives for food assistance.“%! The first target is to implement social protection baselines to
provide more sustainable ways to eradicate hunger, as well as to provide a cushion to disaster-prone
areas.*%? Establishing baselines of social protection would require an increased institutional capacity to
guarantee assistance and extensive knowledge on the best forms of practice.4%® The second target is an
effective response to emergency situations, and preventing natural disasters from becoming a
humanitarian crisis.*%* New distribution strategies, such as food vouchers and cash-based transfers
(CBTSs) have been introduced, guaranteeing that food of a certain quality and value is provided in times of
crises.*%5 Additionally, seed and fertilizer vouchers are available as a substitute for food vouchers in areas
where natural disasters have wiped out agricultural resources. 4%

WFP strongly supports the use of CBTs within local economies, as they strengthen local markets by
purchasing food locally.4%” The new strategies have been introduced in areas of low economic stability
such as Burkina Faso, which saw the use of food vouchers for the first time in Africa in response to high
food prices.*% In Malawi, the Cash and Food for Livelihoods Pilot project launched in October 2008,
investing in disaster reduction to prevent the development of acute hunger by providing a mix of food and
cash transfers in exchange for participation in the construction of community assets under a protracted
relief and recovery operation.*%® Despite rising in popularity, CBTs have been less successful in certain
areas.*19 Several areas around the world lack the proper infrastructure to receive CBTs through digital
deliveries, lacking the funds and technological expertise to efficiently deliver the assistance.** WFP also
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reports a disagreement on a universal definition of the term “cash-based transfers.”412 There is
additionally a lack of systems to measure the amount of cash involved in CBTs, and how valuable the
cash can be.*13 More evidence is needed in the future to ensure CBTs are meeting expectations.* The
use of CBTs allows WFP a quicker response time to those who are in need of assistance.*15> Traditional
food handouts are still used on a short-term basis, but should be phased out once affected communities
are able to begin the recovery process.*1% Improvements to phase out traditional food handouts are
needed, mainly to help empower the people to feed themselves through vouchers and CBTs.47 UNDP
has noted that food assistance requires strong partnerships in order to be successful.418

Food Systems: Systemic Food Assistance

WFP defines a food system as an interlocking network of activities and functions involved with
processing, producing, and marketing agricultural-based foods.*® Food systems can successfully
produce and deliver safe, nutritious food to consumers with little to no delays or spoilage of food.42°
Higher performing food systems play a key role in the core functions of efficient and predictable food
production and consumption by delivering safe and nutritious food to consumers.*?! Food systems can
benefit developing countries in the “structural transformation” of economies, leading to an increase in
worker productivity and an increased income to reduce poverty and hunger. 422

However, WFP has acknowledged that food systems are currently not meeting societal needs. 423
Globally, 800 million people are affected by food systems failure due to factors such as violent conflict
and climate change.#?* Broken or failed food systems can lead to a number of negative impacts, including
an increased difficulty for those in poverty to afford nutritious food, an increase in food prices, and
diminished profits for farmers.*25> WFP has attempted in the past to improve the function of food systems
through CBTSs to fix inefficiencies along the supply chain in Kenyan refugee camps.*2® WFP also
attempted to connect farmers to a supply chain of school meal programs through the Home Grown Small
Meals project.*?” Despite these attempts by WFP to address problematic food systems, there are still
major areas of concern the body has not yet addressed.*?® Operational areas such as climate action and
nutrition can be used as enhancing initiatives to develop stronger food systems and address the three key
problems observed throughout food systems by WFP.42° They include: (1) the “last-mile” problem, where
the majority of poor and hungry people are isolated and difficult to reach; (2) the “lean season” problem,
where poor families lack needed resources to meet their food needs when crops fail; and (3) the “good
year” problem, where a surplus of crops can lead to an improper capacity to store them, causing both the
quality and price to drop.4%°
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Conclusion

The WFP strongly emphasizes the importance of the 2030 Agenda and the need to cooperate with all
stakeholders to address issues of food insecurity and malnutrition, fulfilling its commitment to SDG 2 and
SDG 17.43%1 A transition into modernized food assistance and introducing new frameworks and policies to
improve upon food aid have led to more efficient ways of fighting hunger and reaching food-insecure
people.*3? In addition, it is important to leave no person behind when addressing food insecurity.43 As the
international community continues to embrace the SDGs and develop new frameworks to supply food aid,
there are major obstacles, such as climate change and gender inequalities, that can slow down the
process of achieving a world without hunger.43*

Further Research

Food security continues to be a major area of focus within WFP, as well as within the UN system.435
Delegates should consider questions such as: Are there other strategies besides those discussed in
which WFP and its partners can improve upon to supply food aid to the most food-insecure areas of the
world? How can the transition from food aid to food assistance affect least-developed countries? What
strategies can WFP provide to ensure CBTs are held to certain standards? What else can WFP do to
slow the effects of climate change on food security? How can WFP continue to connect gender equality to
food security? What other strategies can be used to fully address the three key problems of food
systems?
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