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Dear Delegates,
Welcome to the 2018 National Model United Nations New York Conference (NMUN•NY)! We are pleased to welcome you to the
Economic and Social Council Plenary (ECOSOC). This year’s staff are: Directors Stephanie N. Shady (Conference A) and Aiskell
Roman (Conference B), and Assistant Directors Zachery Stuebs (Conference A) and Michael Oyakojo (Conference B). Stephanie
holds a B.S/B.A from Texas Christian University and is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Comparative Politics at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. Aiskell has a B.A. in Political Science and International Affairs from the University of California at
Riverside. She is currently pursuing a law degree and is working for Latin American Perspectives, an academic journal focusing on
Latin American politics. Zachery has a B.S. in Computer Science and Biology from the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh. Michael
has a multidisciplinary background and holds a MS in Finance & Economic Development and a MPA.
The topics under discussion for Economic and Social Council Plenary are:
1.
2.
3.

Strengthening the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance
Integrating Sustainable Development into Post-Conflict Reconstruction
Implementing SDG 7: Ensure Access to Affordable, Reliable, Sustainable and Modern Energy for All

As a principal organ of the United Nations, ECOSOC coordinates the activities of 14 specialized agencies, 13 regional and functional
commissions, and over 3,900 civil society actors by commissioning studies and reports, monitoring the implementation of activities
and initiatives, and encouraging cooperation and coherence among policy actions. In addition, ECOSOC coordinates funding
mechanism and takes the lead role in formulating policy goals and frameworks for short and long-term programs, with particular
emphasis on achieving the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. To accurately simulate the committee, it will be important to
focus on ECOSOC’s coordination and policy guidance role, as opposed to the activities carried out by ECOSOC’s subsidiary bodies.
This Background Guide serves as an introduction to the topics for this committee. However, it is not intended to replace individual
research. We encourage you to explore your Member State’s policies in depth and use the Annotated Bibliography and Bibliography
to further your knowledge on these topics. In preparation for the Conference, each delegation will submit a Position Paper by 11:59
p.m. (Eastern) on 1 March 2018 in accordance with the guidelines in the NMUN Position Paper Guide.
Two resources, to download from the NMUN website, that serve as essential instruments in preparing for the Conference and as a
reference during committee sessions are the:
1.

2.

NMUN Delegate Preparation Guide - explains each step in the delegate process, from pre-Conference research to the
committee debate and resolution drafting processes. Please take note of the information on plagiarism, and the prohibition on
pre-written working papers and resolutions. Delegates should not start discussion on the topics with other members of their
committee until the first committee session.
NMUN Rules of Procedure - include the long and short form of the rules, as well as an explanatory narrative and example
script of the flow of procedure.

In addition, please review the mandatory NMUN Conduct Expectations on the NMUN website. They include the Conference dress
code and other expectations of all attendees. We want to emphasize that any instances of sexual harassment or discrimination based on
race, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, or disability will not be tolerated.
If you have any questions concerning your preparation for the committee or the Conference itself, please contact the UnderSecretaries-General for the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Alexander Rudolph (Conference A) and Samantha Winn
(Conference B), at usg.ecosoc@nmun.org
We wish you all the best in your preparations and look forward to seeing you at the Conference!
Conference A
Stephanie N. Shady, Director
Zachery Stuebs, Assistant Director

Conference B
Aiskell Roman, Director
Michael Oyakojo, Assistant Director

NMUN is a Non-Governmental Organization associated with the UN Department of Public Information,
a United Nations Academic Impact Member, and a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization of the United States.
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United Nations System at NMUN•NY
This diagram illustrates the UN system simulated at NMUN•NY and demonstrates the reportage and relationships between entities. Examine the diagram
alongside the Committee Overview to gain a clear picture of the committee's position, purpose, and powers within the UN system.
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COP
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DCF
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ESCWA
EU
FfD
GHG
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ICESCR
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MDG
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UN
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UN-Women
UNCED

Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference
on Financing for Development (Addis Ababa Action Agenda)
African Union
United Nations System Chief Executives Board for Coordination
Central Emergency Response Fund
Coordination and Management Meetings
Conference of the Parties
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Civil society actor
Civil society organization
Development Cooperation Forum
Declaration on the Right to Development
Energy Access Practitioner Network
Economic Commission for Africa
Economic and Social Council
Emergency Relief Coordinator
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
European Union
Financing for development
Greenhouse gas
Third United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban
Development
Humanitarian Affairs Segment
Humanitarian Coordinator
Humanitarian Country Team
High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development
High-level Segment
Human Rights Council
Inter-Agency Standing Committee
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
Internally displaced persons
International Energy Agency
Intergovernmental organization
International organization
International Renewable Energy Agency
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation
Millennium Development Goal
Médecins Sans Frontières
Non-governmental organization
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
Official development assistance
Peacebuilding Commission
Public-private partnerships
Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review
Regional Economic Community
Sustainable Development Goal
Sustainable Energy for All
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
United Nations
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs
United Nations Human Settlements Programme
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of
Women
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
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United Nations Development Programme
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Committee Overview
Introduction
Chapter X of the Charter of the United Nations (1945) established the
The United Nations Economic and
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) as a founding body and one
Social
Council (ECOSOC) is one of the
of the six principal organs of the United Nations (UN).1 ECOSOC
six primary organs of the UN. Under the
indirectly oversees the allocation of 70% of UN resources through its
authority of the Charter of the United
oversight of 14 specialized agencies and 13 functional and regional
Nations, ECOSOC is mandated to address
commissions.2 The Council is mandated to serve as the primary body
economic and social matters. It submits an
annual report to the General Assembly.
for policy dialogue on economic, social, cultural, educational, and
health-related topics; to advise and coordinate the activities of Member
States and other UN entities on matters within this mandate; and to lead discussion on the implementation of the
international development framework.3
ECOSOC has undergone several reforms since its inception. In the 1960s and 1970s, developing Member States
broadened the agenda of the UN and sought a stronger focus on urgent issues such as the promotion of development
and the elimination of poverty.4 General Assembly resolution 2847(XXVI) (1971) increased ECOSOC membership
from 27 to 54 in order to better reflect the UN’s economic and geographic diversity.5 The General Assembly then
adopted resolution 32/197 in 1977 to address the “Restructuring of economic and social sectors of the United
Nations System” and to improve ECOSOC’s effectiveness by increasing coordination with its subsidiary bodies.6 To
avoid any duplication of work due to broad mandates, General Assembly resolution 50/227 of 1995 clarified that the
role of the General Assembly is to provide policy guidance while ECOSOC’s focus is on coordination of work.7
This interpretation was reinforced by General Assembly resolution 57/270 in 2002.8
The General Assembly implemented additional reforms over the past several years to strengthen the working
methods of ECOSOC through resolution 68/1 of 2013.9 The 2013 reforms included an expansion of its functions and
powers to enable ECOSOC to take the lead on identifying and discussing emerging challenges; to act as a policy
forum for global leaders, especially concerning the integration of sustainable development efforts; and to provide a
platform of accountability for all levels of monitoring and reporting on universal commitments.10 These reforms
reinforce ECOSOC’s critical role in preparing, monitoring, implementing, and facilitating global discussions around
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).11
Governance, Structure, and Membership
ECOSOC is comprised of 54 members, each of which is elected by the General Assembly for overlapping three-year
terms.12 The members are elected according to the geographical distribution of UN Member States to ensure
representation from all regions and levels of development: 14 seats are allocated to African Member States, 11 to
Asian Member States, six to Eastern European Member States, 10 to Latin American and Caribbean Member States,
and 13 to Western European and Other Member States.13 Each member has one representative and one vote in
ECOSOC, and all decisions are made by a simple majority of those members present and voting.14 ECOSOC is

1

UN ECOSOC, About ECOSOC.
Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Ch. X; Educational Broadcasting Corporation, Kofi Annan – Center of the Storm: Who
Does What?, 2016.
3 UN ECOSOC, About ECOSOC.
4 Rosenthal, The Economic and Social Council of the United Nations, 2005, p. 20.
5 New Zealand, United Nations Handbook 2016-17, 2016.
6 Rosenthal, The Economic and Social Council of the United Nations, 2005, p. 19.
7 Ibid.
8 Ibid., p. 20.
9 UN ECOSOC, About ECOSOC.
10 UN ECOSOC, The New ECOSOC – Overview of Functions and Working Methods, 2014.
11 UN ECOSOC, Millennium Development Goals and post-2015 Development Agenda.
12 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Ch. X; UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Members.
13
UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Members; Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Ch. X, Art. 61.1-2.
14 UN ECOSOC, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council (E/5715/Rev.2), 1992, p. 22; Charter of the United
Nations, 1945, Ch. X.
2
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governed by a President, Vice-President, and Rapporteur, in tandem with a Bureau consisting of five
representatives: the President and four Vice-Presidents.15 All of these representatives are elected to one-year terms at
the outset of each session.16 The Bureau is responsible for setting ECOSOC’s agenda, devising action plans, and
collaborating with the Secretariat on administrative duties.17 Its presidency rotates equally among regional blocs.18
ECOSOC meets twice annually for one organizational session and one substantive session.19 During organizational
sessions, items such as agenda setting and elections to the Bureau take place.20 During substantive sessions,
meetings are divided into five segments focusing on separate thematic aspects of the Council’s work.21 The working
methods of the Council were further reformed through General Assembly resolution 68/1 in 2013, and its
substantive work is now organized as follows:
•
•
•
•

•

High-level Segment (HLS): The HLS includes a thematic Annual Ministerial Review, a
biannual Development Cooperation Forum (DCF), and ministerial-level meetings of the Highlevel Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF).22
Integration Segment: This segment consolidates important messages on primary themes and
action-oriented recommendations from the Council system to harmonize the work of ECOSOC
members, subsidiary bodies, and stakeholders.23
Operational Activities for Development Segment: This segment helps ECOSOC guide
subsidiary bodies on efficient coordination of funding and policy implementation in accordance
with the Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review (QCPR).24
Coordination and Management Meetings (CMM): At these meetings, the Council reviews the
work of its subsidiary bodies and considers the coordination of work across thematic issues
within its mandate, such as gender mainstreaming.25 The Council works closely with the UN
System Chief Executives Board for Coordination (CEB) during these meetings.26
Humanitarian Affairs Segment (HAS): This segment serves as a thematic forum for discussing
operational challenges and normative progress on humanitarian policy.27

ECOSOC oversees 14 subsidiary bodies that hold their own sessions and provide recommendations, draft
resolutions, and annual reports to the Council.28 The two most common types of subsidiary bodies are functional and
regional commissions, but other subsidiary bodies include standing, ad hoc, expert, and other related bodies and
committees.29 Each subsidiary organ has adopted specific methods of work to align with its mandate, and methods
are updated regularly.30 Types of subsidiary bodies include:
•

Functional Commissions: The nine functional commissions are “deliberative bodies whose role
is to consider and make recommendations on issues in their areas of responsibility and
expertise.”31 Functional commissions, in particular, have a responsibility to follow up on the

15

UN ECOSOC, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council (E/5715/Rev.2), 1992.
Ibid.
17 UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Bureau.
18 Ibid.
19 UN ECOSOC, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council (E/5715/Rev.2), 1992, p. 1.
20 Ibid., p. 4.
21 Ibid., p. 8.
22 UN ECOSOC, The New ECOSOC – Overview of Functions and Working Methods, 2014.
23 Ibid.
24 UN ECOSOC, What is OAS.
25 UN ECOSOC, The New ECOSOC – Overview of Functions and Working Methods, 2014.
26 Ibid.
27 UN ECOSOC, 2014 Humanitarian Affairs Segment, 2014.
28 UN Dag Hammarskjöld Library, Functional Commissions, 2014.
29 UN ECOSOC, Subsidiary Bodies of ECOSOC.
30
UN General Assembly, Format and organizational aspects of the high-level political forum on sustainable development
(A/RES/67/290), 2013, p. 7.
31 UN Dag Hammarskjöld Library, Functional Commissions, 2014.
16
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•

•

thematic considerations of major UN conferences and take measurable action in accordance
with the role of ECOSOC.32
Regional Commissions: The five regional commissions aim to foster economic integration,
oversee the implementation of regional sustainable development initiatives, and help address
economic and social issues in sub-regions by promoting multilateral dialogue, cooperation, and
collaboration within and between regions.33 As regional commissions target problems and
challenges within their geographical scope, members in most cases are Member States from this
region.34
Expert Bodies Composed of Governmental Experts: The nine bodies that fall into this category
are focused on specific topics that ECOSOC has identified as important and deserving of
additional attention or particular expertise.35 These bodies, such as the Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues, consider issues falling within a more narrow scope of the Council’s work,
with explicit mandates to improve the information, guidance, policy or regulations on the issue,
with the particular aim of providing coherence and consistency at the international level.36

Mandate, Functions, and Powers
The Charter of the United Nations mandates ECOSOC to “make or initiate studies and reports with respect to
international economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and related matters” including human rights and
freedoms, to the General Assembly and its specialized agencies.37 ECOSOC may also provide information to and
assist the Security Council when necessary.38 As emphasized by recent reforms accentuating this role, ECOSOC also
provides coordination, monitoring, and advice to UN programs, agencies, and funds on international development
policies and their implementation.39 Examples of this coordination role include facilitating cooperation between
economic institutions like the World Bank and International Monetary Fund in 1998 and establishing what has
become ECOSOC’s HLS in 2007.40
ECOSOC fulfills its mandate both through its subsidiary bodies and in consultation of a broad range of civil society
actors (CSAs).41 There are more than 3,900 non-governmental organizations (NGOs) with consultative status that
may attend and participate in various UN meetings, conferences, and special sessions to voice their concerns to the
international community.42 Consultative status is given by ECOSOC’s Committee on NGOs, which was established
in 1946 and is comprised of 19 Member States.43 The Committee on NGOs directly reports to ECOSOC on the
procedural and substantive matters raised by CSAs.44 ECOSOC resolution 1996/31 of 1996 defines the principles,
eligibility requirements, rules, procedures, obligations, and responsibilities for NGOs and the UN in establishing the
consultative relationship.45 In the latest report from the June 2017 session, the Committee granted consultative status
to 191 NGOs, deferred an additional 162 NGOs for consideration in 2018, and reviewed quadrennial reports.46

32

UN ECOSOC, Further measures for the restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations in the economic, social and
related field (E/RES/1998/46), 1998, p. 76.
33 UN Regional Commissions New York Office, About, 2016.
34 New Zealand, United Nations Handbook 2016-17, 2016.
35 UN Group of Experts on Geographical Names, Overview, 2016.
36 UN ECOSOC, Subsidiary Bodies of ECOSOC.
37 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Art. 62.
38 Ibid., Art. 62-63, 65.
39 UN ECOSOC, Progress in the implementation of General Assembly resolution 67/226 on the quadrennial comprehensive
policy review of operational activities for development of the United Nations system (E/RES/2013/5), 2013, p. 1.
39 UN ECOSOC, About ECOSOC; UN ECOSOC, The New ECOSOC – Overview of Functions and Working Methods, 2014.
40 UN General Assembly, Strengthening of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/61/16), 2006, p. 2.
41 UN DESA NGO Branch, Introduction to ECOSOC Consultative Status.
42 Ibid.
43 UN DESA, Committee on NGOs convenes for first session of 2014, 2014; UN DESA NGO Branch, The Committee On NGOs.
44 Ibid.
45 Ibid.; UN ECOSOC, Consultative relationship between the United Nations and non-governmental organizations
(E/RES/1996/31), 1996, pp. 53-61.
46 UN ECOSOC, Report of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations on its 2017 resumed session (E/2017/32 (Part
II)), 2015, pp. 1, 41.
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Recent Sessions and Current Priorities
Beginning with the Operational Activities for Development Segment from 28 February to 2 March, several 2017
ECOSOC sessions have reflected the Council’s priorities of strengthening humanitarian assistance and strategies for
achieving the SDGs by 2030.47 From 22-25 May 2017, the Forum on Financing for Development (FfD) met to
review the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development
(AAAA) on financing sustainable development.48 The resulting report of FfD raised concerns about slowing trade
flows, environmental disasters, and other phenomena that might hinder development in the short and medium terms,
and these concerns were communicated to participants in the HLPF meeting later in the year.49 Following the most
recent HAS (21-23 June 2017), ECOSOC adopted resolution 2017/14 on “strengthening coordination for
humanitarian responses,” which calls for a revitalized and central role for affected Member States as key partners of
the international humanitarian assistance network.50
From 10-19 July 2017, HLPF met to discuss the theme of “Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a
changing world.”51 HLPF focused on food security, healthcare, gender equality, infrastructure, and sustainable use
of marine resources as means of eradicating poverty, as encompassed by SDGs 1, 3, 5, 9, and 14 respectively.52 On
17-20 July 2017, ECOSOC convened its annual HLS with the theme “Eradicating poverty in all its forms and
dimensions through promoting sustainable development, expanding opportunities and addressing related
challenges.”53 Drawing upon the earlier work of the May 2017 Integration Segment, the HLS emphasized the
interrelatedness of social, political, and economic conditions and their impact on development and called upon the
UN, states, and CSAs to refocus their efforts on efforts which support sustainable development, such as education
and basic healthcare for a population.54 The ministerial declaration from the HLPF and HLS underscored the
importance of good governance and the rule of law as necessary conditions to empower individuals to mobilize
development initiatives within their communities.55
Conclusion
ECOSOC plays a key role in coordinating activities and programs through the expansive UN system for
humanitarian , development, and various other issues.56 The Council has demonstrated a commitment to mobilizing
resources and effort to tackle key priority issues, including the promotion of development and the formation and
maintenance of international partnerships.57 It has also initiated collaboration across UN entities to ensure political
commitment toward a new development framework and the SDGs, which the Secretary-General has called a
“paradigm shift” for operations across the UN.58 The contributions of the Council, both as a forum for discussion

47

UN ECOSOC, 2017 Operational Activities for Development Segment, 2017.
UN ECOSOC, Implementing the Addis Ababa Action Agenda: The 2017 ECOSOC Forum for Financing Development followup, 2017.
49 UN ECOSOC, Report of the Economic and Social Council forum on financing for development follow-up (E/FFDF/2017/3),
2017, p. 2.
50 UN ECOSOC, Strengthening the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations (E/RES/2017/14),
2017, p. 6.
51 UN DESA, High-Level Political Forum 2017, 2017.
52 Ibid.
53 UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC High-Level Segment: “Eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions through promoting
sustainable development expanding opportunities and addressing related challenges,” 2017.
54 UN ECOSOC, 2017 Integration Segment: Making eradication of poverty an integral objective of all policies: What will it
take?, 2017; UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC High-Level Segment: “Eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions
through promoting sustainable development expanding opportunities and addressing related challenges: Report of the
Secretary-General (E/2017/64), 2017, pp. 1, 11-12.
55 UN ECOSOC, Ministerial declaration of the high-level segment of the 2017 session of the Economic and Social Council on the
annual theme “Eradicating poverty in all its form and dimensions through promoting sustainable development
expanding opportunities and addressing related challenges” (E/2017/L. 29-E/HLPF/2017L. 2), 2017 pp. 1-10.
56 Educational Broadcasting Corporation, Kofi Annan – Center of the Storm: Who Does What?, 2016.
57 UN ECOSOC, About ECOSOC.
58
UN ECOSOC, Implementation of General Assembly resolution 67/226 on the quadrennial comprehensive policy review of
operational activities for development of the United Nations system: Report of the Secretary-General (E/2016/8), 2016,
p. 6.
48
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and in providing policy guidance, are significant, and its role will continue to grow in the post-2015 era, which
requires clear organizational leadership and strong monitoring mechanisms to assess the progress toward and
remaining challenges to achieving the SDGs.59
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QCPR mandate, ECOSOC was highly involved in the drafting of the report through the ECOSOC
Dialogue and will be influential in the finalization of the report through its Operational Activities
Segment. Delegates should refer to this report to gain an understanding of ECOSOC’s long-term
aims and consider what short-term policies and coordinating efforts will help ECOSOC achieve
these goals.
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I. Strengthening the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance
Introduction
The international community is currently facing a great number of humanitarian challenges, including forced
displacement, climate-related disasters, food insecurity, and attacks on humanitarian personnel, with a growing gap
between the funding needed to meet these challenges and what has been provided.60 In 2016, the United Nations
(UN) sought to provide humanitarian assistance to 96.2 million people impacted by disasters and conflict, the
highest number since the creation of the UN, with 164.2 million people estimated to need aid in 2017.61 The UN is a
significant actor in delivering humanitarian aid and development assistance.62 Humanitarian aid is focused on
meeting short-term needs and responding to the immediate effects of a crisis, while development assistance
promotes longer-term recovery in ways that prevent crisis relapse.63 The coordination of humanitarian assistance
increases the flow of information between actors on the ground and ensures harmonized and complementary
approaches, thereby increasing the effectiveness of the international response to humanitarian emergencies.64
A diverse range of partners have strengthened the ability of the UN to provide assistance to affected populations, but
effective coordination and leadership from the UN system is necessary to mobilize available resources toward
alleviating the suffering caused by humanitarian emergencies.65 While affected Member States have the main
responsibility for responding to crises, the UN plays a critical role in coordinating humanitarian assistance to address
the needs of affected populations.66 The UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), as the locus of coordination
among UN entities, the private sector, civil society organizations (CSOs), and academia, provides a unique platform
through its Humanitarian Affairs Segment (HAS) to discuss current challenges in strengthening the coordination of
humanitarian assistance to meet emerging needs, find new solutions for protracted crises, and engage all
stakeholders in a concerted manner.67
International and Regional Framework
The responsibility of the UN to strengthen the coordination of humanitarian assistance originates in the Charter of
the United Nations (1945), which, in Article 1.3, calls for the organization to promote international cooperation on
humanitarian matters.68 In response to a report from Former Secretary-General Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, the UN
General Assembly first considered the issue of strengthening the coordination of humanitarian assistance during its
46th session (1991).69 During this session, the General Assembly adopted resolution 46/182, which addressed three
main areas where additional coordination would help Member States decrease the humanitarian impacts of disasters:
disaster prevention, disaster preparedness, and stand-by capacity (which ensures a rapid response from humanitarian
actors).70 Some of the specific proposals for coordination in resolution 46/182 included a central financing
mechanism for disaster relief; a registry of personnel, equipment, supplies, and services belonging to
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intergovernmental organizations (IGOs) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs); and streamlining the process
of requesting assistance when a disaster occurs.71 In addition, the resolution stressed the importance of regional
coordination in order to provide an additional channel for rapid aid delivery.72 The principles and mechanisms
established by this resolution form the cornerstone of the current international humanitarian system and have been
built upon through a number of reform processes.73
Concerns about the international community’s response to emergencies prompted the 2005 Humanitarian Response
Review, which found that conflicting goals of humanitarian organizations, a lack of a global vision for humanitarian
assistance, and a shortfall in human capacity remained major barriers to aiding populations affected by crises.74 A
second major set of reforms was introduced with the 2011 Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Transformative
Agenda.75 This agenda from the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) sought to improve the leadership of
humanitarian response teams, strengthen planning at the national level of countries affected by disasters, and better
adapt coordination mechanisms to situational constraints.76 The new approach established by the Transformative
Agenda led to increased coordination between international humanitarian actors, including donors, and faster
response times to emerging crises.77 Furthermore, the IASC Transformative Agenda sought to ensure a consistent yet
flexible process for responding to emergencies through the establishment of a humanitarian program cycle
consisting of six components: “emergency response preparedness, needs assessment and analysis, strategic response
planning, implementation and monitoring, resource mobilization, and operational peer review and evaluation.”78 A
number of remaining challenges were identified, including improving national-level capacities for disaster response
and engaging local actors in emergency response and recovery.79 ECOSOC resolution 2015/14, “Strengthening of
the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations” (2015), proposed solutions to some of
these challenges, such as transferring knowledge and technology to states, promoting long-term collaboration
between states and IGOs, and increasing access to information and communication technologies in developing
countries.80
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), found in the 2015 Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, have expanded the international community’s approach to the connected elements of
sustainable development, peace and security, and humanitarian assistance.81 During the period of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) from 2000 to 2015, progress was uneven, and the disconnect between the MDGs and
the international humanitarian paradigm led to major shortfalls in crisis-affected countries.82 Several of the SDGs,
including target five of SDG 1 on reducing vulnerabilities to disasters, target five of SDG 11 on reducing deaths and
economic impacts of disasters, and SDG 16 on peaceful societies for sustainable development, aim to address states
experiencing humanitarian crises.83 The UN Development Programme (UNDP) has noted that the coordination on
the implementation of the new international development agenda has improved since the MDGs.84
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In addition, other recent international agreements are important for the achievement of the SDGs.85 The Addis Ababa
Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development (AAAA) (2015), adopted at the
Third International Conference on Financing for Development, recognizes the importance of predictable financing
for official development assistance (ODA) and mobilizing adequate resources in order to effectively respond to
humanitarian emergencies.86 The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 (2015) identified gaps
in coordination between international organizations (IOs) and national authorities; it also noted that CSOs,
academia, and the private sector were often left out entirely.87 Recommendations include creating and improving the
capacity of regional mechanisms for rapid response, harmonizing the goals of international and regional financial
institutions, and undertaking information sharing on disaster prevention and response.88 Furthermore, the first World
Humanitarian Summit (WHS) was held in 2016 in order to strengthen support and improve coordination for disaster
relief by harmonizing the post-2015 development agenda and the international humanitarian system.89 The summit
was attended by representatives from Member States, CSOs, academia, and the private sector.90 The participants in
the WHS concluded that the coordination of humanitarian assistance would be strengthened by empowering local
actors in humanitarian response and decision-making.91
Role of the International System
The international humanitarian system is a complex network of 450,000 humanitarian workers belonging to over
4,000 organizations, with expenditures of $25 billion in 2014.92 A number of UN bodies collaborate to oversee the
coordination of humanitarian assistance, each with different responsibilities.93 Additionally, ECOSOC hosts the
annual HAS, where IOs, Member States, CSOs, and the private sector gather to address emerging challenges to
strengthening humanitarian assistance coordination and to discuss system-wide policies for humanitarian
assistance.94 The theme for the 2017 HAS, which occurred from 21 to 23 June 2017, was “Restoring Humanity and
Leaving No one Behind: Working together to reduce people’s humanitarian need, risk and vulnerability.”95 A wide
range of issues were discussed, including coordination on famine response, addressing protracted crises, and the
links between climate change, disasters, and displacement.96 The HAS concluded with recommendations to a broad
array of organizations and Member States on strengthening coordination for healthcare, food, gender equality, and
other factors, which was adopted as ECOSOC resolution 2017/14.97
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) was created in 1991 to provide a dedicated
office for centralizing the coordination of the diverse number of humanitarian actors active in the international
community.98 OCHA is led by the Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC) and mandated to coordinate humanitarian
action in response to crises and disasters.99 The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) under OCHA is an
example of a financing mechanism dedicated to early response, but challenges of balancing the allocation of
financing with the needs of each situation remains.100 The coordination of OCHA’s work is largely carried out by the

85

UN General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1), 2015, pp. 10,
22.
86 UN General Assembly, Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development
(Addis Ababa Action Agenda) (A/RES/69/313), 2015, pp. 17, 20.
87 UN General Assembly, Sendai Declaration and Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 (A/RES/69/283), 2015, p.
4.
88 Ibid., pp. 18, 22.
89 UN OCHA, World Humanitarian Summit, 2016.
90 UN OCHA, The Agenda for Humanity, 2017.
91 UN OCHA, About the Agenda for Humanity, 2016.
92 Stoddard et al., The State of the Humanitarian System, 2015, p. 10.
93 UN OCHA, Who does what?.
94 UN OCHA, ECOSOC 2016, 2017.
95 UN ECOSOC, Economic and Social Council Humanitarian Affairs Segment Draft Programme, 2017.
96 Ibid.
97 Ibid.; UN ECOSOC, Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations
(E/RES/2017/14), 2017, pp. 8-9.
98 UN OCHA, Who we are, 2017.
99
Ibid.
100 Swithern, Global Humanitarian Assistance Report 2014, 2014, p. 111; UN OCHA, CERF at a Glance and Key Publications,
2017.

16

IASC, which facilitates the work of UN entities and NGOs, assesses humanitarian need, and arranges field support
on a case-by-case basis.101 IGOs and international NGOs, including the International Committee of the Red Cross
and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, participate in coordination at the highest
level of the IASC.102 This includes managing the work of the IASC’s subsidiary bodies, which are mandated to
develop shared practices, tools, and initiatives to be implemented across the international humanitarian system.103
For example, the UN Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), the Women’s
Refugee Commission (WSC), and the World Food Programme (WFP) lead the IASC Reference Group on Gender
and Humanitarian Action, which is responsible for issuing guidance on the integration of gender equality within
humanitarian responses.104
In addition, the Cluster Approach was developed to reconcile competing objectives, aid in developing a collective
vision for action, and sharing expertise and capacities in sectors led by a designated organization.105 The IASC is
organized in 11 clusters led by one or more UN agencies, which are also the agencies involved in the actual
distribution of aid, and arranged by area of expertise, including the World Health Organization (WHO) for the
Health cluster, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) for the Nutrition cluster, and the WFP for the
Emergency Telecommunications cluster.106 Cluster leaders are responsible for providing technical expertise within
and across clusters, developing technical tools, and creating standards relevant to their area.107 OCHA is responsible
for leading the humanitarian program cycle process and ensuring that all relevant actors, including IGOs and NGOs,
are communicated with and consulted at each step so that actors are operating toward the same goals and with the
same information.108 Humanitarian program cycles are specific to a single crisis and led by a Humanitarian
Coordinator (HC) and a Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), who are tasked by the IASC to strengthen coordination
on the crisis and examine the successes and challenges encountered during the relief effort.109 The leading
organizations of each cluster cooperate with one another and each HC during the development and review of the
humanitarian program cycles in order to determine areas for improvement.110
Improving the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance in Early Response
An early response by UN actors, CSOs, and donors to unfolding emergencies and sudden deteriorations of unstable
situations is crucial in preventing an escalation that could lead to more loss of life.111 However, there are significant
barriers to the rapid mobilization of resources in the face of a crisis, which decreases the effectiveness of
humanitarian response.112 One such barrier is a lack of financial resources; in 2016, the international humanitarian
budget was $27.3 billion, or 60% of the total needed for a full response.113 Furthermore, although HCTs determine
the amount of resources necessary for an adequate response to crises, at-will-based funding models – donors
determining where their financial resources are allocated instead of through an impartial process coordinated by a
UN agency – continue to be the norm.114 This leads to media attention and donor preferences determining where
financial resources go, rather than allocation based on the relative needs, such as food, water, and shelter, of
populations affected by crises.115 This is particularly true for conflict-related crises, such as the humanitarian
emergency in Syria, which after six months of being declared an emergency in 2013 was only receiving 24% of the
necessary funding to address the needs of affected populations, and in October 2017, was 40% funded.116
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Another barrier to early response comes from structural obstacles in both national and UN-level early warning
procedures and mechanisms.117 An early warning system is a broad term covering both human and technological
capabilities for predicting, preparing for, and reacting to potential disasters.118 These include instruments for
collecting and analyzing data, procedures for alerting populations vulnerable to an impending disaster, and training
on how to react during a disaster.119 Coordination on early warning is essential; for example, WHO delayed the
declaration of a health emergency during the 2014 to 2016 West African Ebola outbreak for six months although
they had been strongly warned by Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) about the potential for an epidemic.120 In
January 2015, WHO identified several reasons for the slow response to Ebola: the health infrastructure in the
affected countries of Liberia, Guinea, and Sierra Leone was insufficient to expediently identify Ebola as the cause of
the epidemic; the initial cases were not reported to WHO by the Member States involved until it was too late; and a
lack of border security allowed the epidemic to quickly spread to neighboring countries.121 The failure of early
coordination, plus a lack of communication between organizations and local authorities, contributed to the 11,315
deaths that occurred by the time the epidemic was declared over.122
Complex and Protracted Emergencies
IASC defines a complex emergency as a humanitarian crisis meeting at least one of three criteria: national capacity
to address the emergency is lacking due to conflict; no single agency has the mandate or capacity for a sufficient
response; or extensive coordination is required.123 For example, the crisis in Yemen is considered a complex
emergency, where violence combined with mass displacement and food insecurity has created challenges for the
coordination of a response.124 Furthermore, a protracted crisis refers to an emergency lasting for a period greater than
eight years.125 The Global Humanitarian Assistance Report 2017 noted that 88% of official humanitarian assistance
was spent on protracted crises, although most of that was granted on an annual basis, making it more difficult for
humanitarian organizations to maintain consistent support year-to-year.126 While these two categories have different
criteria, typically complex emergencies take much longer to be adequately addressed compared to more singledimension crises, and protracted emergencies often involve conflict, food insecurity, and the breakdown of
institutions, leading to an overlap between the two categories.127
Dialogues at the 2017 HAS addressed several dimensions of strengthening the coordination of the response to
common themes in complex and protracted emergencies.128 These crises often involve a conflict dimension, and in
the past two decades, there have been increasing attacks carried out against humanitarian personnel on missions;
there were 13% more humanitarian workers killed and 26% more kidnapped in 2016 compared to the decade
before.129 The protection of humanitarian personnel requires a high level of coordination among UN entities and
parties to the conflict in order to achieve the impartiality necessary to ensure humanitarian assistance is viewed as
legitimate by both sides.130 To this end, ECOSOC reviewed OCHA’s 2011 study To Stay and Deliver on
strengthening the delivery of coordinated humanitarian aid in high-risk environments and examined methods to
implement and build on the report.131 Since then, OCHA has published a follow-up, Presence & Proximity: To Stay
and Deliver, Five Years On, containing a variety of system-wide recommendations, including stronger coordination
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of UN agencies while negotiating with armed groups for humanitarian access and safety, as well as supporting NGO
security coordination platforms, which are designed to collect and disseminate information on security risks for
NGOs.132
In another session, ECOSOC sought to develop a new strategy for providing assistance to the record number of
internally displaced persons (IDPs); this vulnerable population has been identified in a number of complex and
protracted crises, including in Syria, Yemen, Iraq, and Sudan.133 In part, the session focused on a lack of defined
roles for governments and humanitarian actors, as well as suggestions in OCHA’s report Breaking the Impasse such
as ensuring that states establish clearly delineated responsibilities for government agencies and how they interact
with the international humanitarian system.134 Likewise, the report noted that there is room for improvement on how
the international humanitarian system supports planning and coordination with national institutions on humanitarian
assistance in cases of protracted displacement.135
The Role of Civil Society and National Institutions
As noted by the Global Humanitarian Assistance Report 2017, local CSOs and national institutions are a vital part
of humanitarian response, yet they directly receive only 0.3% of the total available financing for humanitarian
assistance.136 Localization is the process of transferring responsibilities and financing from IGOs and international
NGOs to national and local institutions, and has been identified as a priority within the coordination of humanitarian
assistance.137 In disaster-affected countries, local CSOs and state agencies are often best suited to provide the most
immediate, context-appropriate response to emerging crises due to their knowledge of the domestic environment and
their physical proximity to crisis-affected areas.138 Acknowledging this fact, many stakeholders have agreed to the
Grand Bargain (2016), which pledges over 50 donor states and organizations to giving 25% of international
humanitarian assistance to local and national institutions and CSOs by 2020.139
CSOs in the Syrian Arab Republic
Since 2011, hundreds of thousands of Syrians have been killed and 11.1 million more displaced by the Syrian civil
war.140 International aid organizations, such as WFP, have assisted with the provision of humanitarian assistance, but
the majority of aid is distributed through a complex network of local actors and structures.141 This environment can
be difficult to navigate for IOs, so they use vetting processes to determine which local actors to work with.142
However, the outcomes of these processes are often not shared among UN agencies and international CSOs, putting
a greater burden on local CSOs to get approved in multiple lengthy processes.143 Furthermore, while UN agencies
and international NGOs receive a set amount of financing for operational costs, most local and national CSOs must
negotiate with UN agencies or international NGOs to determine how much funding they receive to pay for overhead
costs.144 For example, in 2014, 11.6% of WFP’s budget went to operational costs, whereas in many cases, Syrian
CSOs were unable to adequately compensate their staff after exhausting all resources.145 Several Syrian CSOs have
stressed that existing capacity building frameworks were not adequately preparing them to assume full responsibility
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of humanitarian assistance when IGOs and international NGOs eventually withdraw.146 These groups supported a
greater ability to contribute to the discussion of what kinds of training their members should undergo and stronger
coordination between UN agencies and local CSOs to explore capacity building opportunities as partners instead of
employing generic approaches.147
Conclusion
Former UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon recognized the need to undertake significant reform in the provision of
humanitarian assistance in order to meet existing and emerging humanitarian challenges.148 In order to make
resources stretch farther and address complex and protracted crises, the actors responsible for coordinating
humanitarian assistance can promote effective coordination among UN entities, national governments, CSOs, and
local authorities.149 Through strengthened coordination led by the UN system that also incorporates stakeholders at
all levels, the international community can meet the increasing need for humanitarian assistance.150
Future Research
In pursuit of strengthening the coordination of humanitarian assistance, delegates should consider the following
questions: How can the coordination of humanitarian assistance be further strengthened? How should financial
resources and personnel be balanced between short-term and long-term responses? What specific coordination
challenges do each of the clusters in the Cluster Approach face? How can ECOSOC help to bridge the gap between
coordinating bodies and actors on the ground? In what ways can strengthening the coordination of humanitarian
assistance promote the achievement of the SDGs?
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Humanity fall within the scope of the topic, but core responsibilities 3, 4, and 5 represent an
important vision for the future of humanitarian assistance. Much of the Agenda focuses on
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populations affected by emergencies. Member States in attendance created a comprehensive list of
needs, many of which pertain to the coordination of humanitarian assistance. By exploring this
portal, it is possible to gain a greater understanding of the unsolved challenges of providing
humanitarian assistance through the conference’s outcomes, including the Platform for Action,
Commitments, and Transformation. Many of the summit’s outcomes have not been implemented
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II. Integrating Sustainable Development into Post-Conflict Reconstruction
Introduction
For over three decades, sustainable development has been a central issue at the United Nations (UN).151 The 1987
Brundtland Report, Our Common Future, defined sustainable development as “development that meets the needs of
the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”152 The concept of
sustainable development acknowledges the limited nature of the resources required to meet unlimited needs.153
Conflict poses a great threat to sustainable development, as it adversely impacts the ability of institutions and
individuals to access resources.154 In addition, conflict destroys resources that should be used for social and
economic development.155 The economic legacy of conflict includes loss of assets, disruption in productive
economic activities, capital flight, and weak business climates for private sector investment.156 In Rwanda, the 1994
genocide reduced gross domestic product per capita by 25% to 30% and resulted in the death of 10% of Rwandan
citizens.157 In 2001, 60% of the Rwandan population continued to live in poverty and 42% lacked access to food and
basic amenities.158 The combined economic and human cost of conflict is devastating.159 Hence, effective
reconstruction planning following a conflict should recognize local challenges and embrace inclusive solutions.160
Economic growth and shared prosperity must be inclusive and environmentally sound to adequately meet the needs
of both the present and future generations in a sustainable manner.161
Post-conflict reconstruction refers to the restoration of basic services and the rebuilding of infrastructure that is
critical for the revival of economic activities that facilitate a return to pre-conflict life.162 It is a dynamic and multifaceted process that involves distributing relief materials like food, medication, and shelter to victims of conflicts.163
Also, post-conflict reconstruction requires rebuilding physical infrastructure to restore basic services; law and order;
social services, such as the reopening of schools to children and postal and telecommunication services; and
economic rehabilitation and revitalization to return the communities and individuals to their pre-conflict
conditions.164 Post-conflict reconstruction is a relatively long and challenging task and it varies across communities,
countries, and regions.165 Economic welfare, political institutional stability, and social inclusion are essential for
effective post-conflict reconstruction efforts.166 It is essential to integrate sustainable development into post-conflict
reconstruction to prevent social disparities and inequality in access to resources, which could otherwise truncate
peacebuilding efforts, impede development, and return the incidence of violence and conflict.167 Poverty, economic
and social inequalities, unemployment, political oppression, poor governance, corruption, and the mismanagement
of public resources are some of the main causes or precursors to civil unrest, violence, and conflict.168 The UN
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is instrumental in fostering partnerships, coordinating humanitarian
activities, and integrating sustainable development into post-conflict reconstruction efforts for lasting peace.169
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International and Regional Framework
Articles 3, 5, 7, 8, and 11 of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) outlined the commitments of
the UN to peace, justice, and strong institutions.170 The 1959 Declaration of the Rights of the Child condemned any
form of discriminatory practices, cruelty, neglect, and exploitation that could interfere with the development of a
child.171 In 1965, the first principle in the Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual
Respect and Understanding between People reiterated the need for young people to embrace the spirit of peace,
freedom, justice, and mutual respect for economic and social development.172 Thus, the role of youth is critical for
promoting conflict prevention and successful post-conflict reconstruction efforts.173
Moreover, the 1966 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) recognized the
right of everyone to a peaceful and free society with equal rights for women and men without being deprived of the
necessary resources for subsistence.174 In 1975, the Declaration on the Use of Scientific and Technological Progress
in the Interests of Peace and for the Benefit of Mankind encouraged Member States to utilize their scientific and
technological innovations to strengthen peace and development.175 This is similar to the 1978 Declaration on the
Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace, with its focus on promoting sustainable development for current and
future generations.176 Gender equality and the significant role of women to international peace, economic, civil,
political, and social affairs of society was outlined in the 1982 Declaration on the Participation of Women in
Promoting International Peace and Cooperation.177 In a related manner, individuals’ collective right to social,
economic, and cultural development was highlighted in the 1986 Declaration on the Right to Development
(DRD).178 In this document, Member States are encouraged to strengthen international peace and security through
the appropriate and sustainable use of resources for post-conflict reconstruction and sustainable development.179
Similarly, Article 11 of the 2006 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) mandated Member
States to ensure the safety and protection for persons with disabilities in the event of armed conflict and
humanitarian emergencies.180 Also, Articles 15 and 16 of the same Convention centered on the freedom from
degrading treatment, torture, abuse, violence, and exploitation for persons with disabilities.181 In 2013, the UN
Human Rights Council (HRC) adopted resolution 22/16 on the “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in PostConflict and Post-Disaster Situations” to identify the problems preventing the enforcement of human rights in postconflict situations and post-conflict reconstruction efforts.182 These challenges include racial discrimination,
xenophobia, growing inequalities, a lack of accountability, and respect for the rule of law.183
The United Nations Millennium Declaration (2000) set the agenda for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),
which were succeeded in 2015 by the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).184 SDGs 16 and 17 focus on building
peaceful and inclusive societies as well as fostering local, national, regional, and global partnerships for the
implementation of sustainable development, including post-conflict reconstruction efforts in conflict-impacted
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countries.185 SDG 17 highlights the UN’s readiness to partner with the international community for the
implementation of the SDGs and the promotion of peaceful and inclusive societies in post-conflict countries.186
Furthermore, the 2015 Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for
Development (AAAA) provided a strong global framework for the financing and implementation of the SDGs.187 In
addition, the AAAA recognized the importance of adequate financing and investment in resilient and sustainable
infrastructure, ecosystem preservation, and the “promot[ion] of peaceful and inclusive societies for achieving
sustainable development.”188 The AAAA acknowledged potential limitations of the UN Peacebuilding Fund and
underlined the negative effects of conflicts on individuals and society.189 The document encouraged Member States
to ensure adequate funding of the Peacebuilding Fund for the sake of strong economic, environmentally-friendly,
and socially-inclusive institutions.190
Role of the International System
International partnerships and global collaborations are necessary for effective post-conflict reconstruction.191 In
2000, former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan published a report entitled “We the Peoples:” The Role of the
United Nations in the 21st Century. 192 His findings focused on the importance of peacebuilding operations, postconflict rebuilding, efficient resource management, and sustainable development.193 The 2009 report of the
Secretary-General on “Peacebuilding in the immediate aftermath of conflict” reiterated challenges encountered by
post-conflict countries and the international community immediately after conflicts.194
For more than six decades, ECOSOC has been at the forefront of coordinating peacebuilding efforts and fostering
partnerships to promote economic prosperity and sustainable development.195 Social, environmental, and economic
development are integral to ECOSOC’s activities on sustainable development.196 ECOSOC serves as a hub for
knowledge sharing and learning among development partners; ECOSOC also coordinates the activities of UN
specialized agencies to achieve the SDGs.197 In 2006, the ECOSOC Ad Hoc Advisory Groups on African Countries
Emerging from Conflict highlighted the root causes of conflicts and made recommendations for conflict prevention,
peacebuilding, and post-conflict reconstruction efforts in Guinea-Bissau, Burundi and other African post-conflict
countries.198 ECOSOC and the UN Peacebuilding Commission (PBC) organized a joint meeting in 2016 on the
intersection of sustainable peace and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, with emphasis on the need for
an integrated and holistic approach by the UN system and strategies for the execution of the 2030 Agenda in
conflict-affected countries.199 The PBC is an intergovernmental advisory body that provides actionable plans and
strategies on peacebuilding, post-conflict recovery, and reconstruction to return conflict-affected communities and
individuals to the path of inclusive growth and sustainable development.200
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The UN Development Programme (UNDP) works with governments at all levels in 170 countries on development,
crisis prevention, and post-conflict reconstruction.201 UNDP’s risk reduction and recovery programs have been
instrumental in lowering the risk of armed conflicts while accelerating post-conflict recovery efforts.202 UNDP and
the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) assist in the creation of national infrastructures for
sustainable peace, including frameworks, strategies, institutions, mechanisms, resources, and personnel skills for
conflict resolution in post-conflict countries.203 The UNDP-led Justice and Confidence Centers were instrumental in
combating ethnic polarization and coordinating community-level peace agreements in South Sudan.204 Additionally,
450,000 South Sudanese women have benefitted from UNDP-sponsored maternal health services.205
The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) provides guidance in the implementation of environmentally-friendly
policies and practices for Member States.206 UNEP has responded to disasters and conflicts in Japan, Liberia,
Rwanda, Iraq, Haiti, Ukraine, South Sudan, and other countries.207 In Afghanistan, prolonged conflict and natural
disasters depleted the natural environment; in conjunction with the Afghan government, UNEP conducted postconflict environmental assessments to help rehabilitate and restore the ecosystem.208 In South Sudan, UNEP has
been actively involved in peacebuilding, post-conflict recovery, and sustainable development activities.209 For the
2017 World Environment Day, UNEP championed a tree-planting campaign to promote sustainable natural
resources management and the environment in South Sudan.210
Regionally, the African Union (AU) and its Regional Economic Communities (RECs) have been deeply engaged in
the restoration of peace and post-conflict reconstruction efforts in conflict-affected countries.211 The AU
implemented Quick Impact Projects in South Sudan, Liberia, the Comoros, and Cote d’Ivoire to facilitate postconflict reconstruction efforts for sustainable development.212 Civil society also provides tremendous assistance in
post-conflict situations.213 Non-governmental organization (NGO) participation has been essential to raise funds and
mobilize technical and human resources for the distribution of relief materials and the provision of health and other
basic services in conflict-torn communities.214 Development efforts in early post-conflict situations are often more
difficult as a result of weak or ineffective institutions.215 NGOs have effectively partnered with international donors
and Member States to rebuild after conflicts.216 In 2000, NGOs helped post-conflict Sierra Leone reintegrate more
than 76,000 ex-combatants, including 6,000 children.217 The ex-combatants were trained in skills for immediate
employment, which provided a foundation for successful post-conflict reconstruction efforts.218 For 23 years, the UN
partnered with NGOs in Afghanistan on emergency relief efforts to curtail the humanitarian crisis.219 Afghanistan’s
post-conflict reconstruction efforts of infrastructure and shelter rebuilding, reinstatement of education and health
services, resettlement, institutional capacity building, and landmine detonations were coordinated by UN agencies,
NGOs, and international organizations.220
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Sustainable and Inclusive Strategies for Post-Conflict Reconstruction
Resource Management
The sustainable management of resources enhances post-conflict reconstruction efforts by ensuring that resources
are efficiently allocated, utilized, preserved, and recycled in a sustainable manner.221 Sustainable resource
management is essential in guaranteeing that current and future needs are met.222 Much like unsustainable human
practices, conflicts and wars are devastating to natural resources.223 Socio-economic inequality and disparity in
access to natural resources can create a significant risk of renewed violent conflicts.224 Competition over natural
resources, such as gold, diamond, crude oil, and timber, is also a common cause of conflict.225 Accordingly,
sustainable resource management is critical for successful post-conflict reconstruction efforts and the achievement
of the SDGs.226 SDGs 6, 14, and 15 are centered on the sustainable resource management of ecosystems.227 UN
DESA has recommended that regulatory agencies enact and enforce regulations to promote the sustainable
management of natural resources in post-conflict areas.228 Sustainable resource management fosters economic
prosperity and peaceful societies.229
Building Inclusive Processes
Inclusive governance processes are critical to both post-conflict reconstruction and sustainable development.230
Inclusive processes promote the participation of stakeholders across society, including traditionally marginalized
groups such as youth and women.231 Building inclusive processes helps to generate public support, build trust among
different communities, and legitimize the post-conflict reconstruction process for lasting peace and sustainable
development.232 Member States and policymakers at all levels are encouraged to engage young people and women
for sustainable peace and the successful achievement for the SDGs.233 Post-conflict reconstruction requires effective
strategy, leadership, and greater inclusion of underrepresented members of society.234 The participation of women is
particularly critical, as their input can help to identify and address the root causes of conflicts.235 As key stakeholders
in post-conflict societies, women and girls play a vital role in peacebuilding and sustainable planning.236
In addition, young people have shown to be important agents of change and critical stakeholders in enhancing
sustainable peace and post-conflict reconstruction.237 For example, youth engagement in the Justice and Security
Dialogue program anchored by the United States Institute of Peace led to an 80% reduction in violence after 10
years of civil war in the Morang district of Southeast Nepal.238 Youth leaders helped to restore the rule of law and
enhance public trust for post-conflict reconstruction efforts.239 The post-conflict reconstruction program in Nepal has
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been replicated in Yemen, Tanzania, Burkina Faso, Libya, Mali, Niger, Senegal, Iran, and Tunisia.240 The PBC
further recognizes that youth employment and empowerment are an integral part of the peacebuilding process.241
ECOSOC has been at the forefront of creating effective partnerships and collaborations among stakeholders for job
creation and youth empowerment to sustain peacebuilding and post-conflict reconstruction efforts.242
Capacity Building for Strong Institutions and Communities
Conflict-affected areas are often characterized by weak public institutions.243 During early post-conflict
reconstruction efforts, local participation and capacity-building support are imperative to promote strong
institutions.244 Effective strategizing also promotes sustainable peace in early post-conflict situations.245 UNDP has
focused on empowering local institutions to manage issues of access to natural resources for farming, grazing, and
fishing.246 Also, well-supported public institutions are better equipped to restore basic health, economic, and
transportation services, which are essential to sustaining peace in the early post-conflict time period.247
According to UNDP, effective post-conflict recovery strategies restore employment and income growth for
vulnerable individuals affected by conflict.248 Fast-track training programs and low-skill jobs have proven to be
effective in creating temporary employment for youth and ex-combatants.249 In Liberia, 40,000 people worked as
laborers on UNDP-led road projects in during a period of post-conflict reconstruction.250 Strengthening institutions
and building capacity will speed up post-conflict reconstruction efforts and assist in incorporating sustainable
development into such efforts.251
Conclusion
In light of the 2030 Agenda, sustainable development will continue to be a priority of the UN system for many years
to come.252 Integrating sustainable development into post-conflict reconstruction is an effective strategy for lasting
peace, rapid post-conflict recovery, and social and economic growth.253 The involvement of youth and women is
critical for successful peacebuilding and the achievement of SDGs.254 Also, youth empowerment and job creation for
vulnerable people in post-conflict communities promote peace and stability.255 Sustainable resources management,
inclusive processes, and capacity building for strong institutions are important for the successful integration of
sustainable development practices for post-conflict reconstruction.256
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Further Research
How can Member States more effectively integrate sustainable development practices into post-conflict
reconstruction? What other strategies can ECOSOC adopt to support post-conflict reconstruction activities? What
capacity-building efforts can be adopted to promote sustainable resource management in post-conflict
reconstruction? What strategies can ECOSOC use to effectively engage civil society and the private sector in postconflict reconstruction? How can ECOSOC help increase the participation of women in peacebuilding and postconflict reconstruction efforts?
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III. Implementing SDG 7: Ensure Access to Affordable, Reliable, Sustainable and Modern
Energy for All
“Energy is the golden thread that connects economic growth, increased social equity, and an environment that
allows the world to thrive.”257
Introduction
The United Nations (UN) Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) recognizes the importance of energy for
sustainable development and poverty eradication. 258 The concept of sustainable development was defined in the UN
World Commission on Environment and Development’s (WCED) 1987 publication Our Common Future.259 This
report defined sustainable development as development that meets current global needs without hindering the ability
of future generations to meet their own; it further recognized the importance of environmental protection in socioeconomic development.260 Through the implementation of UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 7, “Ensure
Access to Affordable, Reliable, Sustainable and Modern Energy for All,” the global community commits to
increasing investment in and accessibility to reliable and sustainable energy infrastructure.261
With a global population of 7 billion people projected to increase to 9 billion people by 2050, adopting sustainable
energy practices is imperative to ensure that all sectors of society experience the social and economy benefits that
energy can provide.262 With approximately 40% of the global population still relying on non-renewable energy
sources like coal, fossil fuels, and natural gas, renewable sources of energy play a key role in poverty eradication.263
Sustainable energy access can increase the standard of living of modern societies through improved health,
education, and household conditions, as well as through productivity powered by manufacturing and technology
revolutions.264 SDG 7 and its targets were adopted to ensure that by 2030, the global population will enjoy universal
“access to affordable, reliable and modern” energy services, with substantial new sources of renewable energy and
increased energy efficiency.265
The global energy system consists of a supply sector that converts energy into useful services.266 The energy supply
sector involves the production and sale of energy through renewable or non-renewable methods.267 Renewable
sources of energy have the potential to promote safer and cleaner energy services that are more efficient and
affordable to all segments of society.268 Energy services allow converted energy to be used for household and
commercial activities such as electricity, refrigeration, heating, and transportation.269 More than 2.9 billion people
lack access to modern energy sources, especially for cooking and heating, while 1.1 billion people do not have
access to electricity.270 Increasing renewable sources of energy will promote greater accessibility, reliability, and
affordability of energy services for the world’s poorest communities.271
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International and Regional Framework
The relationship between sustainable development and energy gained momentum in 1992 at the UN Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED).272 UNCED adopted Agenda 21 to highlight the importance of making
energy production and consumption sustainable in order to protect human health and environmental well-being.273
Greater emphasis was given to the importance of energy for development during the World Summit on Sustainable
Development (WSSD) in 2002.274 Its plan of action, the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPoI), called for the
diversification of energy sources to increase access to renewable sources of energy and increase efficiency,
affordability, and accessibility for social and economic development.275 Thus, the JPoI recognized that energy
services play an essential role in poverty alleviation, and that the diversification of energy resources is necessary to
meet the global growing energy demand.276 The 2012 UN Conference on Sustainable Development, also known as
Rio+20, recognized energy as a priority for sustainable development.277 In the Rio+20 outcome document, The
Future We Want, Member States committed to improving the implementation of renewable sources of energy
policies to promote the use and affordability of energy technologies and services in order to combat climate change
and eradicate poverty.278
Adopted in 2000, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) provided a landmark framework for substantially
improving the lives of the world’s poor through global efforts to eradicate poverty, improve health, reduce social
and economic inequalities, and promote environmental sustainability.279 As the MDGs’ 2015 deadline approached,
Member States adopted 17 new goals with 163 targets in General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 2015, Transforming
Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 280 This framework outlined new global commitments
toward poverty eradication, environmental protection, peace, and justice.281 Energy was recognized as a main
priority and given its own goal (SDG 7), targets, and indicators to “ensure universal access to affordable, reliable
and modern energy services” by 2030.282 Energy also plays an essential role in achieving other goals and targets
such as SDG 1 (no poverty), SDG 10 (reduced inequalities), SDG 11 (sustainable cities and communities), SDG 12
(responsible consumption and production), and SDG 13 (climate action).283 Energy is particularly important for
SDGs 11, 12, and 13; with an increasing number of people living in cities, sustainable energy sources and services
are essential to ensure safe and healthy cities with responsible production and consumption patterns that help reduce
waste and pollution and in turn minimize the carbon footprint in order to mitigate climate change.284
In 2015, the Third International Conference on Financing for Development achieved historic support for financing
sustainable development in its outcome agreement, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda (AAAA), which stated that
stakeholders should increase investment for clean energy technologies and improve its affordability to bring about
environmental and development benefits.285 AAAA recognized the importance of public-private partnerships as a
financing mechanism to support efforts to achieve the SDGs.286 The Paris Agreement, adopted during the TwentyFirst Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
in 2015, recognized the role of clean energy technologies as an integral part of combating the risks of climate
change by reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.287 Finally, the New Urban Agenda (2016) adopted at the
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Third UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Development (Habitat III) established that access to clean and
reliable energy is a requirement for sustainable urban development.288
Role of the International System
Over the years, the UN General Assembly has encouraged Member States to ensure that energy resources are
affordable, safe, and available to all.289 General Assembly resolution 60/199 of 2005, titled “Promotion of new and
renewable sources of energy, including the implementation of the World Solar Programme 1996-2005,” reaffirmed
the importance of implementing the JPoI and urged Member States to invest in, support, and adopt clean energy
technologies.290 General Assembly resolution 62/197 of 2007 on the “Promotion of new and renewable sources of
energy” further emphasized the role of sustainable energy for poverty eradication and encouraged the international
community to provide financial, technological, and capacity-building support to adopt and produce renewable
energy.291 Greater international awareness was given to sustainable energy and its importance for development in
General Assembly resolution 65/151 of 2011, which declared 2012 as the “International Year of Sustainable Energy
for All.”292 To increase international action and in preparation for the post-2015 development agenda, the General
Assembly established 2014 to 2024 as the Decade of Sustainable Energy for All in its resolution 67/215 of 2012.293
In 2014, former Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon stressed the need for increased global efforts to implement SDG 7,
given that roughly 3 billion people still relied on hazardous energy sources.294 Recently, General Assembly
resolution 71/233 of 2017 on “Ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all”
highlighted the social, economic and environmental benefits that can be achieved through collaborative efforts to
share clean energy technologies, diversify the energy market, and adopt sustainable energy policies.295
In response to global commitments made at the 2002 WSSD, UN-Energy was created in 2004 as an inter-agency
mechanism to help Member States adopt sustainable energy policies.296 Its main objective is to promote the
implementation of the JPoI, ensuring coherence of energy-related activities across the international system, and
encouraging dialogue and information exchange.297 While UN-Energy does not implement programs on the ground,
it contributes to international discussions regarding sustainable development by providing advice, advocacy,
knowledge sharing, and coordination of activities throughout the UN system.298 In 2011, the Sustainable Energy for
All (SEforALL) initiative was launched with the objective to bring sustainable energy to all levels of society.299
SEforALL’s main goal is to promote the implementation of SDG 7 by assisting Member States with sustainable
energy best practices through the SEforALL Knowledge Hub.300 The hub produces research and monitors progress
based on policy and case studies.301 This data is presented in a comprehensive biannual report, the Global Tracking
Framework, on sustainable energy trends and progress monitoring.302
The International Energy Agency (IEA) is an international energy forum comprised of 29 Member States that
focuses on promoting energy security and enhancing sustainable energy development for economic and
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environmental prosperity.303 To assist Member States in the implementation of sustainable energy measures within
its national policies, IEA provides a series of frameworks and regional expert workshops to foster economic and
technological advancements in the energy sector, particularly on topics such as wind energy, bioenergy, and smart
grids technologies.304 Another organization fostering sustainable energy implementation is the International
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), an intergovernmental organization (IGO) that seeks to provide a platform for
international cooperation for dialogue, technology, and information sharing.305 IRENA collects and shares data on
energy progress, frameworks, and country policy examples.306 Its most recent report, REthinking Energy 2017:
Accelerating Global Energy Transformations, provides inclusive policy analysis for governments and businesses to
adopt best practices for a sustainable energy sector.307
ECOSOC held its 2017 High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) in July with the theme of
“eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions through promoting sustainable development, expanding
opportunities and addressing related challenges.”308 This high-level meeting gathered Member States, the private
sector, and civil society members to discuss strategies and make recommendations for the implementation of the
2030 Agenda and the SDGs.309 This was the first HLPF to review the SDGs, focusing on SDGs 1, 2, 3, 5, 9, and
14.310 Although SDG 7 was not directly addressed, HLPF highlighted the importance of sustainable energy for
poverty eradication, fostering innovation, building resilient energy infrastructures, and for the sustainable use of
oceans by focusing on renewable tidal, wave, and wind energy.311 HLPF emphasized that the SDGs are interrelated
and finding synergies among the goals can advance progress; participants encouraged Member States to build
awareness and monitor progress for better results.312 Through its voluntary national review process, ECOSOC’s
HLPF urges Member States to share their experiences and lessons learned; HLPF considers the reviews in its annual
meetings to strengthen policies and improve initiatives for the implementation of the SDGs.313 For the 2018 HLPF
meeting, the theme is “transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies,” which includes discussion of
SDG 7 as well as SDGs 6, 11, 12 and 15.314
ECOSOC’s regional commissions work collaboratively to implement the objectives of SDG 7.315 The Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA) partnered with the African Union (AU) and other regional stakeholders to develop
the Africa Bioenergy Policy Framework and Guidelines; this framework seeks to assist African states in the
adoption of bioenergy policy and regulations as an alternate option for clean energy.316 Furthermore, the Economic
and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) is focusing on the interrelated relationship between energy and
the SDGs.317 Through the UN Development Account project, ESCWA prepared a regional policy toolkit, titled
Developing the Capacities of ESCWA Member Countries to Address the Water and Energy Nexus for Achieving
Sustainable Developing Goals.318 This policy toolkit focused on a comprehensive natural resource management
approach that promotes sustainable social and environmental development among Arab states.319 Regional IGOs
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such as the European Union (EU) plan to protect the environment and promote clean energy.320 The EU’s 2030
Climate and Energy Framework looks to lower GHG emissions, increase renewable sources of energy, and increase
energy efficiency in Europe.321
Sustainable Energy
In order to ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all, international action to
implement SDG 7 must involve the three pillars of sustainable development, which are social, economic, and
environmental development.322 Energy is a primary contributor to climate change, with energy production
generating 60% of the global GHG emissions.323 Sustainable energy enhances social progress while promoting
economic growth and can help minimize environmental concerns such as climate change.324 Thus, it is imperative to
consider energy access, efficiency, and sustainability as a development concern.325 Socially, the UN Development
Programme (UNDP) recommends that efforts should be directed toward increasing access and reliability of clean
energy services; for instance, by assisting Member States in sustainable energy harvesting solutions to enhance rural
and urban sectors’ access to efficient cooking and heating devices.326 Economically, UNDP highlights that the
affordability and reliability of energy services can help alleviate poverty by improving the standard of living through
affordable household services and by promoting economic diversification through investment in alternate energy
resources.327
To implement SDG 7, particularly target 7.2 to substantially increase the share of renewable energy sources, it is
necessary for global efforts to shift to sustainable and low-emission energy technologies.328 These technologies
include renewable sources of energy, which can be defined as “energy derived from natural processes (e.g. sunlight
and wind) that are replenished at a faster rate than they are consumed.”329 Sources of renewable energy include
wind, hydro, geothermal, and solar energy.330 Non-renewable sources of energy include fossil fuels, which currently
comprise 80% of the world’s energy use.331 While non-renewable sources of energy are unsustainable, technological
advancements such as carbon capture and storage technology can help reduce and manage GHG emissions.332
Diversification of the energy sector with renewable sources of energy can help accommodate growing energy
demands, lower energy-related GHG emissions, mitigate environmental degradation, improve air and water quality,
and allow the global poor to have reliable, safe, and cost-effective energy services.333
Access to Alternate Energy Resources
SDG 7’s target 7.1 calls for the international community to ensure universal access to affordable, reliable, and
modern energy services by 2030.334 This target highlights the importance of equal access to energy services, in
particular for marginalized groups such as women and the rural poor.335 Efforts to increase energy access must also
take into consideration the affordability and reliability of the energy supply and services.336 These efforts can include
a decentralized energy approach that supports off-grid locations using a sustainable energy mix as a power system to
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increase supply and stabilizing energy consumption.337 To achieve these efforts, SEforALL coordinates partnerships
with public and private stakeholders to provide capacity building, knowledge sharing, and greater financing support
for sustainable energy technologies and the delivery of services.338
Gender inclusion is essential to ensure energy access for all.339 Women are disproportionally affected by a lack of
inefficient energy services, as they are often responsible for household cooking and water collection.340 Modern
energy services can provide women with efficient cooking solutions that improve health conditions related to the
hazardous smoke and air pollution from burning traditional fuels.341 The UN Entity for Gender Equality and the
Empowerment of Women (UN-Women) recognizes women’s empowerment as a key element in increasing access to
clean energy through the sustainable use and consumption of renewable energy technologies.342 To implement this
objective, UN-Women has partnered with the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) to launch a global initiative,
Women’s Entrepreneurship for Sustainable Energy, to promote women’s access to sustainable energy and to
empower women’s roles in the transition to clean energy.343 This initiative facilitates women’s participation in
energy policy discussions and planning, promotes women’s entrepreneurship in the energy sector through capacity
building and financing, and enhances women’s education on sustainable energy uses, in particular in agricultural and
micro-enterprises.344
Increasing sustainable energy across all sectors of society is a must for social and economic development.345 There
are 1.2 billion people without electricity access, with a majority living in rural areas.346 Even if electricity is
available, it may be unreliable and unaffordable.347 As a consequence, rural communities lack the necessary energy
services to support a decent standard of living and promote economic productivity.348 One solution is for Member
States to adopt a decentralized renewable energy system where energy is generated and stored in off-grid locations
close to where it would be used, promoting household electrification, lower energy costs, greater reliability, and
lower carbon emissions.349 UNDP’s Africa Regional Energy Programme for Poverty Reduction promotes the
implementation of decentralization energy solutions in rural African countries through devices that can generate
power for electricity or refrigeration.350
With 70% of the global energy demand concentrated in cities, SDG 7 also affects urban populations.351 While urban
centers have access to energy, electricity may be unreliable due to outdated and unstable power grids.352
Additionally, energy services may have high connection costs, making it unaffordable for many households.353
Urban centers often rely on unsustainable energy sources; a high demand and usage of fossil fuels produce high
levels of GHG emissions, which in turn adversely contributes to climate change.354 Reliable, modern, and affordable
energy supplies can increase access to energy services, particularly in urban areas where renewable energy resources
can contribute up to 60% of the global energy supply.355 To take advantage of this potential, the UN Human
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) encourages Member States to implement low carbon technologies, invest in
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efficient energy distribution infrastructures, and change consumption patterns to save on energy use.356 UN-Habitat
has asked Member States to adopt sustainable energy national policies that support cleaner energy technologies and
discourage the use of unsustainable energy options.357 UN-Habitat published a policy guide titled Addressing
Climate Change in National Urban Policy, which contains a series of recommendations to empower Member States
in these efforts.358
Financing Energy
According to Rachel Kyte, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for SEforALL, roughly one trillion
dollars in annual investment is needed from the public and private sectors to increase energy access and efficiency
and to adopt renewable energy technologies.359 The Global Trends in Renewable Energy Investment 2017 report
found that investment in renewable sources of energy fell by 23% in 2016 to $241.6 billion; however, in its World
Energy Investment 2017 report, IEA found increased spending in energy efficiency.360 Sources of investment for
renewable energy technologies and projects include commercial banks, multilateral development banks, and direct
private investment.361 The World Bank is working with the private sector to mobilize $25 billion between 2016 and
2020 to expand access to renewable sources of energy.362 It also supports policymakers in making informed financial
decisions to mobilize public funds for renewable energy technologies and to promote economic growth.363 In
collaboration with several regional development banks, the World Bank put forth an overview of public financial
instruments and how should they be selected to meet national needs.364 In addition, the World Bank has committed
to assisting countries directly in promoting sustainable energy across all sectors; the World Bank partnered with
SEforALL through the Lighting Africa initiative to bring electricity to sub-Saharan Africa and provide basic
electricity needs to 250 million people by 2030.365 The World Bank also supports SEforALL initiatives through its
Knowledge Hub, which recently published the Global Tracking Framework to measure global progress toward SDG
7 objectives.366
In the 2017 progress report on the SDGs, the UN Secretary-General stressed that progress in the implementation of
SDG 7 is stagnant and global commitments on energy finance and policy measures must be embraced in order to
achieve SDG 7 targets.367 One way to increase commitments is through partnerships; for example, public-private
partnerships (PPPs) play a key role in financing energy efficiency.368 PPPs can help Member States overcome
challenges by fostering additional financing for local projects, reducing financial risks, and improving the
performance of services.369 In order for PPPs to be successful, IEA recommends that Member States implement
good institutional and legislative policies and establish mutually beneficial mechanisms with the private sector for
coordination and monitoring.370 The UN Foundation promotes the Clean Energy Mini-Grids initiative through PPPs
to increase the delivery of reliable energy services to areas not powered by centralized energy grids.371 These grids
provide the necessary power for agricultural and industrial production.372 In addition, the UN Foundation founded
the Energy Access Practitioner Network (EAPN) to build partnerships, encourage innovative knowledge sharing,
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and work globally toward achieving SDG 7 by connecting energy providers with governments to increase delivery
of clean energy.373
Conclusion
By dedicating a goal to energy in the 2030 Agenda, Member States acknowledged the importance that energy has in
sustainable development and the realization of the other SDGs.374 The implementation of SDG 7 can help ensure
sustainable livelihoods and alleviate poverty by lowering energy costs and increasing access to sustainable energy
services through improved cooking, refrigeration, and transportation costs.375 Services powered by clean energy
technologies improve businesses, decrease emissions, and promote environmental sustainability.376 To ensure
access, affordability, and the reliability of clean energy services, global sustainable energy efforts should focus on
strengthening Member States’ capacity to adopt national policies and initiatives and to take advantage of clean
energy technologies and delivery mechanisms to improve energy availability and efficiency.377 To foster the
implementation of SDG 7 and facilitate the 2030 Agenda, ECOSOC should serve as a platform for promoting
collaboration among IGOs, regional commissions, civil society, and financial institutions such as the World Bank to
increase international cooperation and awareness, financial investment, capacity-building support, and accessibility
to clean energy initiatives.378
Further Research
To achieve its targets by 2030, the international community must work collaboratively to streamline sustainable
energy access, efficiency, and reliability. Delegates can consider: How can Member States incorporate sustainable
energy strategies into other SDG efforts? How can Member States ensure greater access to energy in rural and
impoverished urban areas? How can Member States increase affordability and reliability of energy services across
all segments of society? How can developing states take greater advantage of renewable sources of energy? What
can the international community do to facilitate investment in low carbon technologies? How can public, private,
and civil society entities coordinate with Member States to finance and deliver sustainable energy services? How
can ECOSOC take a greater role in the implementation of SDG 7?
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