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United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
Introduction

The Executive Board of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) met formally from 9-12 September 2014.!
During this session the Executive Board proposed a program of work for 2015, discussed financing The UNICEF
Strategic Plan, 2014-2017, and revised country and area programs, among other topics.? The next formal session for
the Executive Board will take place from 3-5 February 2015, with significant preparations already underway.? This
update will assess the recent work and predicted topics of the coming sessions in order to provide a better
understanding on how the Executive Board functions and works with other bodies to effectively produce and
implement policies that support the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Recent Activities

The UNICEF Executive Board holds a midyear annual session and two regular sessions, one at the beginning of the
year and one at the end.* As stated above, the most recent regular session was held in September 2014, and the first
regular session of 2015 is set to take place in February while the annual session of 2015 is scheduled for June.> The
second regular session in September 2014 discussed UNICEF’s financial plan and financial reports and statements,
approved altered country programs as introduced at the annual session, and finally established the program of work
for 2015.° The Executive Board aims to follow such an agenda at every second regular session.”

For first regular sessions the Executive Board aims to discuss the annual work plan and proposed budgeting, the
report of the Board of Auditors, and approve any updates to country programs discussed in the previous session.?
Accordingly, the first regular session in February will have such an agenda and the UNICEF Secretariat is currently
leading the necessary preparations for the meeting.” The Secretariat prepares documents and background notes
relevant to the agenda of every upcoming session for the Executive Board to review and prepare for discussion at
least four weeks prior to meeting.'? The documents include a draft decision if the Executive Board is required to
make a decision on a topic during session, while background notes are provided for informational purposes and do
not include draft decisions.!' Many documents and background notes are already available for the coming first
regular session.'?

Recent Policy Outcomes

The current agenda documents and draft decisions produced by the Secretariat allow for predictions on the policy
outcomes of the Executive Board’s upcoming first regular session in February. This meeting is set to discuss the
country programs in Madagascar and Mali and the extension of country programs in the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Ethiopia, Myanmar and Papua New Guinea.'? Other topics
to be discussed include UNICEF’s work with countries transitioning from middle-to-high-income status, as many
countries are reaching high-income status and must be addressed based on current and relevant needs, and
additionally an expansion of the Vaccine Independence Initiative and an extension of the fund pertaining to the
Initiative so as to make the vaccines more affordable.'* The coming session will also include an update on UNICEF
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humanitarian action and a proposal to increase the Emergency Programme Fund ceiling,'® The Secretariat’s proposal
to increase the Emergency Programme Fund ceiling states that the issue of humanitarian crisis in 2014 was
unprecedented.!® With UNICEF aid given during the Ebola outbreak in West Africa and the conflicts in areas such
as Central African Republic, South Sudan, Iraq, and also in the Syrian Arab Republic and the situation of refugees in
surrounding countries, by October 2014, UNICEF and other humanitarian organizations had responded to over 556
emergencies in 40 countries.!” The coming session should determine an appropriate increase to the Emergency
Programme Fund and also strengthen UNICEF’s response to humanitarian action, all in line with The UNICEF
Strategic Plan, 2014-2017.'8

Another area of focus during the meeting is on the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), of
which UNICEF is a cosponsor.' Since June 2014, UNICEF and UNAIDS have led an initiative called “All In:
Towards ending the AIDS epidemic among adolescents” with the purpose of influencing policymakers to take
practical steps to increase HIV prevention and treatment for adolescents.?’ UNICEF and UNAIDS are currently
developing regional and national plans to focus on the 25 leading countries in adolescent treatment disparity and
intend to officially launch the program on 25 February 2015.2!

Common needs for the future of UNICEF noted by the Secretariat in the pre-session documents include
preparedness at the national and regional level for health and humanitarian crises, appropriate allocation of funds
and fundraising to ensure appropriate aid is given by trained professionals during a crisis, and finally, working
accordingly with fellow United Nations (UN) agencies and civil society to meet the goals that will be set forth in the
post-2015 development agenda.??

Implementation of United Nations Children’s Fund Outcomes

At the end of every session, all of the adopted decisions of the Executive Board are combined into a report, and at
the close of the year a report of all sessions of the year is compiled for submission to the Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC).2 ECOSOC then reports to the UN General Assembly, which then reviews UNICEF’s report as
part the agenda in the larger discussion on development within the UN system.?* The Executive Board’s decisions
are to follow the guidance of the General Assembly and ECOSOC as outlined in General Assembly resolution
48/162, and thus adhere to the mandate of the UN Charter.?® The reports are put to a majority vote as most decisions
are in the General Assembly.?

The UNICEF Executive Board holds the first regular session directly before or after the related sessions of the
Executive Boards of sister agencies such as the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations
Population Fund, and the United Nations Office of Project Services.?’” The purpose of holding the sessions so close
together is so the Executive Boards may also hold a combined meeting to ensure joint efforts on common issues, and
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in more recent years, the World Food Programme and United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the
Empowerment of Women (UN-Women) have also participated.?® As the organizations have coordinated cycles for
strategic plans, having such a meeting allows the bodies to analyze progress and ensure support in achieving mutual
goals.? For example, in the joint meeting of 2014, the Executive Boards focused on gender mainstreaming and its
importance across each organization’s Strategic Plan 2014-2017.3° Through the last meeting, UNICEF was able to
align its Gender Action Plan with the Strategic Plans, and presented the Gender Action Plan for approval in the June
2014 meeting.’! The joint meeting for 2015 was scheduled for 2 February 2015.32

Members of the Executive Boards of the agencies discussed above also complete field visits each year to national
UNICEF programs, which are visited on a rotating basis.3? The field visit is intended to observe UNICEF work on a
national level, aid in the implementation of UNICEF policies on the field, and where possible, meet with
government and non-government partners to discuss UNICEF program results.>* The most recent joint site visit was
held in March 2014 in Panama and El Salvador.* The major focus of the site visit was for members of the Executive
Boards to work more closely with the United Nations Country Teams (UNCT) in El Salvador on their Delivering as
One effort and to provide necessary guidance so that the domestic efforts of UN agencies were in line with
international decisions and working in a results-oriented manner. Following the site visit, the UNCTs were able to
work more closely with government agencies in meeting the goals under the UN’s Delivering as One endeavor.

Conclusion

The United Nations Children’s Fund serves as the leading agency of the United Nations responsible for overseeing
the rights and well-being of children, and the Secretariat as well as the Executive Board of the Fund work diligently
throughout the year to ensure that the policies and agenda of UNICEF are upheld. As an agency continuously
partnering with fellow development leaders, UNICEF has and continues to play a crucial role in the improvement of
the lives of children globally. UNICEEF’s current efforts and goals for the coming year are sure to impact the lives of
children particularly in humanitarian crisis and will hopefully lead to greater impact through the post-2015
development agenda.
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I. Prioritizing Children’s Rights in National and International Development Agendas
Introduction

The recent UNICEF report, Every Child’s Birth Right: Inequities and Trends in Birth Registration, notes that the
births of at least 230 million children under the age of five globally have not been officially recorded with the
government, thereby preventing these children their basic right to a name and nationality.3 UNICEF is committed to
addressing a variety of issues faced by children across the globe, such as this, while focusing particularly on the
rights of the child, and with the establishment of the post-2015 development agenda, the need to recognize
children’s rights in both national and international agendas.*’

Considerations on this topic have been intensive over the past several months. In December 2014, the Third
Committee (Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural) of the General Assembly of the United Nations (UN) adopted
A/RES/69/157 by acclamation, a document which explored the rights of the child and other marginalized groups.*®
Sister documents include A/RES/69/158, which focuses on protecting children from bullying, and A/RES/69/156,
which emphasizes the need for immediate global action on early and forced marriage.*® A/RES/69/158 additionally
recognizes the growing pressure on bullying in many Member States.*

During the 27 Session of the United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC) in September, various human rights
issues, particularly those pertaining to children, were discussed explicitly. The A/HRC/27/L.28 explores the issue of
the right of the child to engage in play and recreational activities, as well as the matter of providing and sustaining
safe spaces.*! Within the same session, A/HRC/27/L.23 explores the issue of child mortality and morbidity as a
human rights concern. The resolution calls for collaboration amongst various UN agencies, including UNICEF, in
providing practical application of technical guidance on existing frameworks addressing this issue.*

During the 28" Session of the HRC in February, there was a review and evaluation of the practical application of
child rights policies, particularly on the issue of child mortality.** The Annual Report of the Special Representative
of the Secretary-General on Violence Against Children (A/HRC/28/55) provided a review of the Post-2015 Agenda
progress pertaining to children, while also introducing the role that technology and violence play in affecting
children’s rights, as well as emphasizing the need for increased dialogue at both a global and domestic level.*

The UN has historically encouraged the recognition of children’s rights in international law through the
establishment of key documents such as Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (1966), and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1976).%
Supporting documents such as the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW) (1979), and Beijing Platform for Action (1995), have been recently referenced in resolutions as forming
the basis of children’s rights in international policy, particularly the rights of the girl child.

Recent Developments

The Major Group on Children and Youth (WCDRR) is a formal group of civil society organizations comprised of
organizations that have a shared interest in children and youth issues.*” The group actively endorses a need for
equality by increasing child participation in the decision-making process on various issues, such as the Sustainable

36 UNICEF, Every Child’s Birth Right: Inequities and Trends in Birth Registration, 2013.

3T UNICEF, 4 Post-2015 World Fit for Children: Sustainable Development Starts and Ends with Safe, Healthy, and Well
Educated Children, 2014, p.1.

38 United Nations General Assembly, Resolutions: 69" Session, 2014.

3 Ibid.

40 Tbid.

41 UNHRC, The right of the child to engage in play and recreational activities (A/HRC/27/L.28), 2014

42 UNHRC, Preventable mortality and morbidity of children under 5 years of age as a human rights concern (A/HRC/27/L.23),
2014.

4 Tbid.

4 UNHRC, 28" session of the Human Rights Council: Reports, 2014.

45 UNICEF, Path to CRC, 2014.

46 UNICEF, Convention on the Rights of a Child: Protecting Children’s Rights, 2014.

4T UN MGCY, Statement from 3" Major Groups Consultation for WCDRR, 2014.




NMUN - NY

Development Goals (SDGs).*® In Fall 2014, the group focused its advocacy on gaining further financial support for
children and youth programs in national agendas and policy-making.*’ Regarding the development of the post-2015
agenda and UNICEF’s goal to ensure children’s rights in development agendas, the consultation for WCDRR has
pushed for greater inclusion of children and youth in the decision-making process through the establishment of Pre-
Zero Draft.®

UNICEF: 25 Years of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

With UNICEF celebrating 25 years of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), a report was published by
UNICEF making an evaluation of the progress of the CRC’s goals, entitled 25 Years of the CRC: Is the World a
Better Place for Children?>' During the last weeks of 2014, UNICEF encouraged various offices within its
framework to explore and debate the topic “Is the world a better place for children?”>? The evaluation of this topic is
reflective of the understanding that the degree to which the CRC, an integral legal tool for children’s rights in the
context of international law, is effective in encouraging national agendas to increase the protection and enhancement
of the lives of children.> The report recognizes that while many individuals benefit from the CRC, there are still
many challenges that need to be addressed, including cultural gender roles, poverty, and current political conflicts.*

UNICEF Executive Board Meetings

In the Second Regular Session of the UNICEF Executive Board, discussion on the financing of the UNICEF
Strategic Plan 2014-2017, as well as revision of country and area program documents specifically discussing
children in conflict and post-conflict regions, were produced.> The reviews of the program documents explore how
UNICEF can create more substantive goals in this area; as well as a discussion on developing better understandings
of resource coordination with other development partners, particularly those in post-conflict recovery Member
States such as Timor-Leste and Angola.> During this session, there were various evaluations of UNICEF programs
that were conducted, including that of UNICEF Cluster Lead Agency Role in Humanitarian Action (CLARE) and
UNICEF programs to protect children in emergencies (CPiE).>’

The UNICEF Executive Board First Regular Session that was held 3-5 February 2015, discussed and evaluated best
practices regarding the humanitarian response to Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines.>® Evaluation of UNICEF’s
upstream work on basic education and gender equality was also conducted.®

UNICEF’s Role Post-2015

UNICEF is currently leading a campaign called #EVERYChild 2015 for the year of global action for children,
engaging all global stakeholders to provide change for every child.® In identifying and addressing the inequalities
that are already present in the post-2015 discussions, the agenda for the campaign of specific inclusion of children’s
rights would aid in ensuring that children’s rights are prioritized in both national and global agendas in the
sustainable development context.®! Specifically, reiterating the issues of children in violence, exploitation,
marginalization, and poverty, emphasize the need to look at children as growing stakeholders in the progressing
progress of global development agendas.®
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Conclusion

UNICEEF continues to promote children’s rights, both in national and in international agendas, despite challenges
due to current conflicts or cultural conceptions of the roles of children.®* The successful adoption of the Post-2015
Development Agenda is dependent on the contributions made by Member States both nationally and internationally,
and the rights of children are foundational in securing this.** UNICEEF is in a key position to build the necessary trust
in ensuring that Member States that have adopted various international legal frameworks promoting and securing
children’s rights, in order to prioritize these rights in national and international agendas.

93 UNICEF, 4 Post-2015 World Fit for Children: Sustainable Development Starts and Ends with Sade, Healthy, and Well
Educated Children, 2014, p.1; UNICEF, Path to the CRC, 2014.
% UNICEF, The Millennium Declaration and Development Goal: A Blueprint for Progress.
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I1. Children and Armed Conflict: Reintegration and Recovery
Introduction

With current estimates that over 5,000 children are displaced daily due to conflict, the necessity of urgently
addressing the needs of children and youth in areas of struggle remains pressing.®> UNICEF has declared 2014 a
“devastating” year for children, after over 15 million individuals under the age of 18 were caught in conflict.¢
Combined with the dozens of UNICEF-issued statements condemning the current treatment of children in the war-
torn areas of the Central African Republic, Syria, and Ukraine, there remains much work to be done to help the
existing status of children in conflict.’

With the failures of 2014 noted, UNICEF has responded by increased efforts to mainstream the rights of girls in
conflict. According to UNICEF’s new State of the World’s Children Report (launched in December 2014), the
processes of engaging children and youth through fostering creativity and critical thinking in post-conflict areas are
predicted to increase the chances that the needs of the world’s most marginalized children will be met.%® The UN
will consistently utilize processes like these, as well as increased gender mainstreaming in post-conflict recovery, as
tools to shape international responses to children and armed conflict issues in 2015.%° Key reports established during
the Fall 2014 period which align with these future goals also include the December 2015 Strategic Response Plan
for Syria and the Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan, 2015-2016, the State of the World’s Children Report for
2015; and September’s Hidden in Plain Sight: A statistical analysis of violence against children, and New Estimates
in Levels and Trends in Child Mortality 2014, all of which ascertain future UNICEF objectives in prioritizing
children’s rights in post-conflict regions.

Additionally, UNICEF has collaborated with other multiple specialized agencies, programs, funds, and other organs
both internal and external to the UN system over the past few months, including the World Health Organization with
regards to vaccination transportation in conflict areas; UN peacekeeping in target areas, including the Central
African Republic, Syria, and the Middle East; as well as the World Bank, in order to establish fragile- and conflict-
afflicted priority areas.”” One of UNICEF’s most notable collaborations from this period is their work with the
European Union on the 25th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, wherein the two organizations
co-created the Voices of Children project to “raise the voices of children who are living through humanitarian
emergencies,” aligning with UNICEEF priorities through the 2015 State of the World’s Children Report.”!

The key documents that continue to underpin this topic include the recent resolution 4/68/970 (2014), the most
recent Report of the Open Working Group of the General Assembly on Sustainable Development Goals, which
establishes that attention to post-conflict peacebuilding and the promotion of durable peace is intrinsic to future
sustainable development, particularly in regards to marginalized populations such as children.” During the Fall 2014

%5 Health and Human Rights Info, Selected Links on Children and Armed Conflict, 2014.

% UNICEF, Press release: With 15 million children caught up in major conflicts, UNICEF declares 2014 a devastating year for
children, 2014.

67 UNICEF, Press Release: Increased Investment in Education and Protection helps safeguard the future of a generation of
children affected by Syria crisis, 2014; UNICEF, News Note: Central African Republic: Two out of five children
without vital aid- UNICEF, 2014; UNICEF, Press Release: Conflict in Ukraine leaves almost 150 schools closed:
UNICEF, 2014.

% UNICEF, The State of the World’s Children 2015: Reimagine the Future, 2014.

% UN Women, International Day of the Girl Child, 2014.

70 World Bank, FSC Countries are a Priority for the World Bank, 2014; World Health Organization, Amidst ongoing conflict,
Iraq completes massive polio campaign for children with support of UNICEF and WHO, 2014; UNICEF, Second
regular session 2014, 2014; UNICEF, Revised area programme document: Palestinian children and women in Jordan,
Lebanon, the Syrian Arab Republic and the State of Palestine (2015-2016), 2014.

7VUNICEF, Press Release: As 25" anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child approaches, UNICEF asks: Is the
world a better place for children?, 2014; European Union and UNICEF, Voices of Children, 2014; UNICEF, News
Note: 8 Million Europeans lend their voices in support of children in emergencies together with the EU and UNICEF,
2014; UNICEF, News Note: European Parliament celebrates CRC@25 and renews EU commitments for children,
2014; UNICEF, Press release: With 15 million children caught up in major conflicts, UNICEF declares 2014 a
devastating year for children, 2014.

72 UN Security Council, Resolution 2143 (2014), 2014; Security Council, Resolution A/65/820-S/2011/250, 2011; UN DPKO,
Policy: Mainstreaming the protection, rights and well-being of children affected by armed conflict with UN
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session, while not specifically addressing the needs of children during conflict, the key target areas of the Middle
East, Syria, and Palestine were also confirmed as still being in need of support; and the issues of displacement, lack
of access to education, under-funded health centers, and access to safe, sufficient, and affordable water were
determined to be the most pressing issues facing children in these areas.”

Recent Developments

UNICEF adopted a few key reports of note during the fall 2014 period. On December 18, UNICEF launched the
2015 Strategic Response Plan for Syria and the Regional Refiigee and Resilience Plan, 2015-2016, based on the
2015 Syrian appeal, which calls for a renewed commitment to the protection of children living under siege.” This
document calls for an increase in safe water and sanitation access for families; increased provision of learning
materials for children, particularly in remote areas; and maintaining ongoing vaccination campaigns, among other
emergency initiatives.”> On the 25th Anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), UNICEF also
launched the State of the World’s Children Report for 2015, with this year’s report entitled “Imagine the Future,”
focusing on innovating thinking to improve child rights.”

In September 2014, UNICEF also released Hidden in Plain Sight: A statistical analysis of violence against children,
a revolutionary compilation of data on violence against children, which seeks to establish solid statistics, drawing on
data from 190 countries, in order to establish the needs of the six key areas of child violence.”” Of these, the presence
of “conflict” remains one of the key issues facing children; and this report further resulted in six UN-recommended
strategies for the prevention of child rights violations during conflict and for post-violence recovery, including
supporting parents, and equipping children with life skills by generating evidence and awareness about violence,
amongst other key proposals.”® On September 16, UNICEF also released the report New Estimates in Levels and
Trends in Child Mortality 2014, with estimates provided by the UN Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality
Estimation, which noted that the highest-risk Member States for under-five mortality were also noted for currently
being in conflict, violence, or fragile situations.”

Reintegration, Rehabilitation, and Recovery

Despite these successes, there remains much work to be done. UNICEF confirmed that resources are still
desperately needed for Syrian children, that nearly one in four adolescent girls experience physical violence; that
limited access and funds are hampering UNICEF’s response in the Middle East, and that a critical contribution of
humanitarian assistance and funds is desperately needed in Mali.®® As well, UNICEF has confirmed that two out of
five children in the Central African Republic remain without aid, conflict in the Ukraine still leaves over 150 schools

Peacekeeping Operations, 2009; UN General Assembly, Report of the Open Working Group of the General Assembly
on Sustainable Development Goals (4/68/970), 2014.

73 UNICEEF, Second regular session 2014, 2014; UNICEF, Revised area programme document: Palestinian children and women
in Jordan, Lebanon, the Syrian Arab Republic and the State of Palestine (2015-2016), 2014.

74 UNICEF, Statement: Launch of the 2014 Strategic Response Plan for Syria and the Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan-
2015-16,2014.
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76 UNICEF, Press Release: Innovation can drive change for most disadvantaged children- UNICEF Report, 2014; UNICEF, The
State of the World’s Children Reports, 2014.

7T UNICEF, Press Release: New global data expose acute prevalence of violence against children: UNICEF, 2014; UNICEF,
Press Release: New global data expose acute prevalence of violence against children: UNICEF, 2014; UNICEF, Media
Advisory: UNICEF briefing on largest global compilation of data on violence against children, 2014; UNICEF, Press
Release: New global data expose acute prevalence of violence against children: UNICEF, 2014; UNICEF, Hidden in
Plain Sight: A statistical analysis of violence against children, 2014.
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79 UNICEF and the UN Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation, Levels & Trends in Child Mortality: Report 2014,
2014.

80 UNICEF, Children’s winter needs are greater than ever in the Middle east but limited access and funds hamper UNICERF
response, 2014; UNICEF, Press Release: Mali: Emergency Directors emphasize critical contribution of humanitarian
assistance and call for urgent funds to maintain the UN humanitarian air service, 2014; UNICEF, Press Release:
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announced but more resources still required for children affected by the Syria crisis, 2014.
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closed, and one year after the end of the conflict, children are still under daily threat in South Sudan.®' Formal
statements were also issued by UNICEF on several key events, including the release of 70 Kurdish children; the
deaths of children in Donetsk, Ukraine; and on the suicide bombing of a school in northeast Nigeria.®? Within the
2014 period, UNICEEF also formally condemned the deadly attacks on children in Yemen and Peshwar, Pakistan; the
lack of protection of children during armed conflict in Eastern Ukraine; and the double bombing in Homs, Syria.®

Recovery and Reintegration of Girls

Gender mainstreaming continues to take priority in discussions of post-conflict response and childrens rights.
During this session, several events helped to spotlight this approach, including many of the Beijing+20 events that
occurred during the South-South learning seminars in October. These seminars focused on South-driven
development solutions to post-conflict response, through events such as meetings with media agencies under the
umbrella-topic of “Communication, Gender, and Human Rights;” and intensive training sessions on
“Communication, Gender, and Human Rights for Communication Students,” held in collaboration with UNICEF.#
The UN also observed the International Day of the Girl Child during this period, with the theme of “Empowering
Girls: Ending the Cycle of Violence,” resulting in a moderated discussion forum and showcase by UNICEF on the
issue.? Overall, there was also increased social mobilization for the Secretary-General’s UNITED Campaign to End
Violence against Women, and a prioritization of female education throughout UNICEF’s on-the-ground work in
conflict areas.®

Conclusion

While aiding children in crisis areas remains a pressing topic for the UN and UNICEEF to prioritize, work throughout
Fall 2014 has done much to further support on the issue. Upcoming meetings will also focus on this issue, including
the UNICEF First Regular Session of 2015, held on February 3-5, which will be prioritizing reaction to
humanitarian crises through “Strengthening predictability of the UNICEF response”, as well as a reevaluation of the
effectiveness of private fundraising and partnerships in order to meet the needs of marginalized child populations.®’
The 2 February 2015 joint-meeting between the Executive Boards of UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS, UNICEF, UN-
Women and WFP, as well as June 2015 Annual session, will also likely feature and prioritize response to children
and armed conflict.®
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Convention on the Rights of the Child, and aims to highlight the work of children and innovative
groups around the world in improving child rights. Delegates should start here to see UNICEF’s
plans for 2015, and will likely find topical sub-headings such as “Rethinking Structures,”
“Sparking creativity,” “Working with Communities,” and “Adapting Solutions,” among others, to
be key in guiding future solution development.
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UNICEF. (2014). Recent News Stories. Retrieved 4 January 2014 from: http://www.unicef.org/recentstories.php
UNICEF released over 30 press statements over the fall 2014 period, covering a variety of current event
topics related to the three Background Guide sub-themes of Reintegration; Rehabilitation and Recovery,
and Recovery and Reintegration of Girls. The official press statements were diverse, and included a
condemnation of existing Member State failures to account for child development; as well as celebrations
of UNICEF/UN successes in Gaza, the Central African Republic, Syria, and the Ukraine, particularly with
regards to achievements in increased children’s right to education in post-conflict areas. UN updates on
UNICEF on-the-ground efforts, including supply delivery and resources the lack access to education for
children in conflict zones, are also discussed here in real-time,; and delegates will find the consistent and
neutral updates useful for comprehension of UNICEF’s current efforts.
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ITI. Advancing Human Development for Adolescents
Introduction

Mahbub ul Haq, founder of the Human Development Report, viewed the objective of development as creating “an
enabling environment for people to enjoy long, healthy and creative lives.® Under the premise that “people are the
real wealth of a nation,” human development measures achievements that may not immediately influence traditional
economic growth or income figures—myriad achievements including political and cultural freedoms, nutritional and
health services access, and secure livelihoods, and access to knowledge and education.*

While the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) address broad areas of human development including education
and hunger, those goals and targets do not specifically address the needs of youth and adolescents. As focus turns to
the post-2015 development agenda, however, the Open Working Group of the General Assembly on Sustainable
Development Goals (OWGQG) has followed a people-centric approach that “benefits all, in particular the children of
the world, youth and future generations of the world...”°! While the proposed Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) seek to improve the lives of all people regardless of age, targets on employment, education, climate change,
and food security all include specific provisions for improving the situation of youth and adolescents and including
them in the discussion and planning of sustainable development.®?

Recent Developments

Shortcomings of the MDGs: Education for All

Primary education has long been considered the key to achieving a child’s full development, and to that end, the
second MDG seeks to achieve universal primary education.”® By 2012 all developing regions of the world achieved
or were close to achieving gender parity in primary education.® Similarly, by 2012 the primary school enrollment
rate in developing countries increased to 90%.% Despite those strides, high dropout rates have been a significant
impediment to achieving universal primary education.’ Globally, 1 in 11 primary school-aged children are not in
school, but that statistic doubles to 1 in 5 for adolescents.’ In the report “Fixing the Broken Promise of Education
for All: Findings from the Global Initiative on Out-of-School Children” jointly released by the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization, both
organizations stressed that the post-2015 development agenda must look beyond primary education to include
universal secondary education for the world’s adolescents.®®

Globally there are twice as many primary school-aged children as lower secondary-aged youth, yet the number of
adolescents who are out of school outnumbers that of primary —aged children by 5 million.” For the 63 million
adolescents not in school, “[b]usiness as usual strategies...are not enough...” according to UNICEF Director-
General Irina Bokova.!® UNICEF Executive Director Anthony Lake further elaborated that fixing the problem
requires a three-pronged strategy of getting more children into primary school, helping children stay through the
secondary level, and improving the quality of learning.!”! Secondary education is “increasingly recognized as the
foundation for the acquisition of the skills needed for a healthy and productive life,” and although the MDGs have
made significant progress in achieving the first prong of accessing primary education, new approaches are needed
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for the post-2015 development agenda ensure those gains in human development are carried through to adolescents
in secondary education.!%?

UNICEF and the post-2015 development agenda

With global leaders converging for the World Economic Forum, UNICEF unveiled its “Agenda for Every Child” to
outline its priorities for the post-2015 development agenda.!®® The fourth of seven priority areas is devoted to “Pay
more attention to adolescence, the second decade of life.”!* In prioritizing adolescents, UNCEF has recognized that
gains made in childhood can either be further or lost during adolescence.!%® Ultimately, consolidating gains made in
education and healthy lifestyles will act to protect adolescents and better prepare them to make meaningful
contributions to society in adulthood.!%

Conclusion

Looking to the future, the Secretary-General’s synthesis report on the post-2015 development agenda recognizes the
need to advance human development of adolescents. The road to dignity by 2030: ending poverty, transforming all
lives and protecting the planet highlights six essential elements to frame a new sustainable development agenda
including the need to “ensure healthy lives, knowledge and the inclusion of...children.'” A new, people-centered
approach seeks to “leave no one behind” by ensuring equality, non-discrimination, equity, and inclusion of all
people—including children, adolescents, and youth and particularly protecting “children and young boys and girls”
from violence.!® The “people” element further elaborates that “[a]ll children and adolescents have a right to
education and must have a safe environment in which to learn.”'? More than just the MDGs aim to achieve
universal primary education, the post- 2015 development agenda must recognize that it is “essential that young
people receive relevant skills and quality education and lifelong, from early childhood development to post-primary
school, including life skills and vocational education and training, as well as science, sports and culture.”!'?

While the international community moves toward final agreement on the post-2015 development agenda and
coalesces around a new framework to guide development actions, youth have increasingly made their voices heard.
Through the Global Youth Call, the MY World Survey, and numerous other outreach events, millions of global
citizens, and especially young people, have demanded the international efforts advance the development of children,
youth, and adolescents. Throughout 2015, the international community has the opportunity to not only chart a new
path forward through the post-2015 development agenda, but to also take concrete actions that will begin to increase
the potential of the world’s youth. Recent efforts by UNICEF to focus attention on adolescents’ access to post-
primary education demonstrates one aspect of advancing human development, but many other remain including
health, civic engagement, and broad issues affecting quality of life.
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that directly affects the human development of adolescents and also demonstrates how current
development goals do not adequately address the needs of all youth.

United Nations, General Assembly. Sixty-ninth session. (2014). The road to dignity by 2030: ending poverty,
transforming all lives and protecting the planet (4/69/700) [Report]. Synthesis report of the Secretary-General on
the post-2015 sustainable development agenda. Retrieved 14 February 2015 from:
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To achieve widespread advancement in the human development of adolescents, the post-2015
development agenda must recognize the need to focus on children and youth. The Secretary-
General’s synthesis report combines the inputs from all post-2015 development agenda and
Sustainable Development Goals processes to chart the path forward toward final agreement on a
new framework of development goals. While creating concrete actions for increasing human
development in the present is key, delegates must also consider long-term means for ensuring that
adolescents remain a priority on the global agenda.
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