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United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Introduction

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) did not meet in the last months of 2014, but UNEP remains
proactive in implementing the direction of its substantial agenda. UNEP is currently holding a series of ongoing
meeting meetings to help outline and structure the next formal meeting of the Committee of Permanent
Representatives (CPR) of the UNEP in March 2015. ! There were also several recent conferences impacting work on
UNEP’s key thematic areas including the United Nations Climate Summit and the Lima Climate Change Conference
that created substantial frameworks on issues ranging from carbon emissions to urbanization.? In the months ahead,
UNEP’s work in the areas of climate change and sustainable development will continue during the High-Level
Event on Climate Change and High-Level Thematic Debate on Means of Implementation for a Transformative Post-
2015 Development Agenda.3

Recent Activities

The UNEP released two recent reports on resource efficiency and climate change that continue to focus on the post-
2015 development agenda.* The Emissions Gap Report discusses the current level of emissions and greenhouse
gases being produced and the amount of emissions the atmosphere is capable of absorbing without temperature or
climate changes.’ This year’s report is different from previous years because while it updates the long term 2020
global emissions outlook, its focus is on the goal of keeping the rise in global temperatures under a two-degree cap.¢
The report pays special attention to the steps needed to establish energy efficiency, including greener business
practices and emission caps, and frames the economic benefits gained by implementing those steps.” The second
report, Measuring success: indicators for the regional seas conventions and action plans, focuses on cross-border
interactions of resources of the seas and oceans.® This report seeks to create clear definitions for what constitutes a
cross-border interaction, a definition that has never been clear in the past.” Measuring success creates a system for
linking the effects of emissions and pollution to the cause such as oil spills and acidification. !°

During the 69 session of the UN General Assembly, several resolutions were adopted that directly impact UNEP
and its agenda. General Assembly resolution 69/223 recognized the importance of technology in supporting
developing countries’ implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building."
Noting UNEP’s important work in achieving sustainable development, the resolution called on Member States and
stakeholders to increase voluntary funding to the UNEP.!? Resolution 69/223 also highlighted the importance of the
United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) and agreed to add agenda items for future meetings for the “Report
of the United Nations Environment Assembly of the United Nations Environment Programme."3 In the UNEA’s
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current report to the General Assembly Second Committee, included in resolution 69/468, the UNEA outlined a plan
for numerous UNEP CPR subcommittee meetings.'*

Recent Policy Outcomes

Multiple events also led to further policy outcomes on UNEP’s core theme of climate change. The UN Climate
Summit 2014, held 23 September 2014, and the accompanying Climate Week addressed the urgency in combating
climate change and creating a global agreement in 2015.!5 Taking momentum and ideas from the UN Climate
Summit, the 20™ session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) and the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol met in Lima, Peru, from 1-14 December 2014.'° Three
subsidiary bodies also met at the Lima Climate Change Conference including the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and
Technological Advice (SBSTA 41), which supports the work of the COP through information and advice on
scientific and technology as they relate to the Kyoto Protocol; the Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI 41),
which deals with organizational matters and the adoption of the agenda; and the Ad Hoc Working Group on the
Durban Platform for Enhanced Action (ADP 2-7), which seeks to clarify what the new global climate agenda should
be including whether to focus more on mitigation of climate change or adaptation to the effects of climate change.!”
A main outcome of the Lima conference tasked Member States with submitting Intended Nationally Determined
Contributions (INDCs), which are the contribution amounts a country is willing to make to reduce and limit global
temperature increases.'® The Lima Call for Climate Action outlined necessary steps that must be taken in preparation
for the adoption of a legally-binding agreement at the December 2015 COP 21 in Paris, France.'

Implementation of Policy Outcomes

Recent UNEP actions demonstrate a focus on increased technology transfer, responsible and sustainable
consumption and production (SCP), and increased funding to the UNEP.?° These themes are strong fixtures for the
post-2015 development agenda and indicate that (1) technology transfer requires Member States to create a
mechanism for sharing information and helping developing states integrate new technologies into existing and
developing frameworks, (2) when creating SCP patterns there needs to be a focus on implementing policies beyond
the local and national level, and (3) technology and SCP require significant financial support.?! On the final point,
UNEP has emphasized the need for Member States to increase their voluntary monetary contributions.?? The debate
between climate change mitigation and adaptation has increased discussion on how to finance the framework for
either direction. Many developing Member States promote mitigation, but would need increased financial help in
doing so, while some western Member States insist adaptation is the proper policy.? Further showing the
significance of finance mechanisms, UNEP held a preparatory session in January for the Third International
Conference on Financing for Development that will be held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in July 2015.2* Many UN
entities and Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon have called for a stronger system of creating and recording financial
data and implementation of directives to create a pathway for understanding the financial needs of programs.
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Conclusion

UNEP has become the cornerstone of the international community’s discussion of sustainable development, and
works not only on the large-scale issues including resource efficiency and climate change, but also serves as an
expert body to create policy on detailed topics on a broad range of development issues. UNEP is a leader in the post-
2015 development agenda, helping creating local and regional mechanisms for issues such as technology transfer
and is pushing the importance of its key thematic areas for inclusion in the post-2015 development agenda.
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I. Financing International Climate Change Technology Transfer
Introduction

At the end 0f 2015, the 21% session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) will be held in Paris, and be a turning point in the goal to reach a global
climate change agreement.?> According to experts, the success of the conference will depend on the agreement and
the efficiency of climate finance.?¢ Although there are still many issues that must be discussed on this topic, progress
on the issue was made during the 20" session of the COP, where improving coordination and cooperation between
the Technology Mechanism and the Financial Mechanism was further discussed.?’

The General Assembly adopted resolutions 69/15 and 69/108 following the reports of the Third International Small
Islands Developing States (SIDS) and the report of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on Sustainable
Development Financing.?® A report from the Secretary-General (A/69/700) entitled The Road to Dignity by 2030:
Ending Poverty, Transforming All Lives and Protecting the Planet was introduced before the General Assembly on
the post-2015 sustainable development agenda, and it included sub-topics on financing sustainable development and
the role of science, technology, and innovation in the sustainable future.?® Other important outcome documents
emerged from regional organizations such as the Inter-American Development Bank.3¢

Several UN agencies and programs have discussed financing international climate change technology transfer in the
previous months, including the UNEP Finance Initiative through their report Demystifying Private Green Climate.’!
Important contributions on the issues were made during global and regional conferences, such as the Third
International SIDS conference in Samoa, the Caring for Climate Business Forum, and the 20" session of the COP
that took place in Lima, Peru.®

Relevant documents include the UNFCCC, and more specifically, the Financial Mechanism (Article 11) portion of
the UNFCCC, and the Technology Mechanism established in the Cancun Agreements.>? Financial contributions and
pledges were made mostly through the Green Climate Fund (GCF) and other regional funds in international
conferences like the G20 summit, the High-Level Pledging Conference in Berlin, and the Lima Climate Change
Conference.?* Major discussions on the topic happened during the 20™ session of the Conference of the Parties in
Lima, Peru, where linkages between technology and financial mechanisms were further discussed.®

Recent developments
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Since September 2014, the GCF has accomplished major changes in the implementation of its operation.3¢ Notable
progress includes the finalization of internal details, creation of an application pipeline for developing countries to
help identify and prepare projects for funding, and the mobilization of operational resources (accrediting guidelines,
initial investment, and management framework).*’

In August 2014, the First Conference on Initial Resources Mobilization (IRM) gave the opportunity for
representatives of the Financial Mechanism, the Standing Committee on Finance (SCF), and the executive board of
the Climate Technology Centre and Network (CTCN) to discuss the linkages between climate technology and
finance.3® In September 2014, the second IRM meeting aimed to develop a policy framework for interested investors
and mobilize resources for the Fund’s initial capitalization.?® In November 2014, Germany hosted the Green Climate
Fund High-Level Pledging Conference in Berlin to invite governments to make formal contribution engagements to
the Fund.* The United States of America and Japan promised contributions to the GCF during the 2014 Group of 20
(G20) meeting in Brisbane, Australia held on 15-16 November 2014.4! The United States of America pledged US $3
billion and Japan pledged US $1.5 billion.*?

On November 17, the GCF launched its accreditation platform and reached out to developing countries to encourage
them to submit their projects and programs for funding.** Through the GCF Investment Readiness Program, UNEP
played an important role in helping Member States that would benefit from the GCF subventions prepare their
public institutions and corporations to implement the GCF.* UNEP, in collaboration with the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP), also worked on education, analysis, and capacity building in developing countries
that would potentially receive assistance from the GCF.* The UNEP Finance Initiative, through its Climate Change
Working Group (CCWG), collaborated with financial and banking institutions on dialogue between public and
private institutions in investment strategies.*® However, in reaching out to governments, the GCF raised concern
with the criteria being used to define a developing country, and requested for further clarity from the COP on this
manner.*” The board of the GCF should start reviewing the projects in the first half of 2015, by no later than its 3™
meeting.*® By the 20" session of the COP, in December 2014, the GCF announced that the previous mobilization for
pledges had led to US $10.2 billion.*

The 20" Session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(COP 20)

The 20" session of the COP to the UNFCCC took place in December 2014.5° For the first time, at an international
conference on climate change, transparency and confidence-building in reporting emissions targets were discussed,
along with the need to add topics related to climate change and awareness to school curriculums.’' Progress was also
made in the discussions on how to improve the green technology and financing mechanisms.*> Member States also
discussed the importance of coordinating the different mechanisms of climate finance and the existing funds.>* Other
main issues discussed include adaptation to climate change, providing technology to developing countries, and
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providing more transparency in developed countries reporting and monitoring action.** Another pillar of the
discussions during the 20" session of the COP was the improvement of the coordination of technology and financial
mechanisms in order to improve climate technology transfer.3

Recommendations for the improvement of coordination between both mechanisms were brought forward during the
20™ session of the COP to the UNFCCC.¢ The collaboration between those mechanisms is crucial to ensure
efficient resource mobilization and financial contributions.’” Through the CCWG, UNEP ensured the input of the
private financial sector on the issue during the last session of the COP of the UNFCCC.3

One of the main suggestions is to have greater collaboration among stakeholders when implementing a project to
make sure it respects the three dimensions of sustainable development: economy, environment, and society.>® It was
further recommend that the Technology Executive Committee (TEC) should provide expertise to the financial
mechanisms on resources transfer, including technology, in developing countries.®® Recommendations were made to
improve the work between the technology mechanisms and financial mechanisms such as the SCF, the Global
Environment Facility, and the GCF.®' Some issues will need to be further discussed to improve the financial
mechanisms of climate technology transfer such as collaboration between stakeholders and coordination between
technology and financial mechanisms.

Conclusion

Positive outcomes emerged from the Lima Climate Change Conference where the GCF reached US $10.2 billion in
pledges from developed countries.® The first project to receive funds from the Technology Mechanism was
announced during the Lima Conference (a monitoring project to assess climate change’s impact on biodiversity in
Chile) and more will be announced in the first half of 2015.%4 2015 will be a determining year for financing climate
change technology as Member States, organizations, and corporations will multiply their efforts to reach a global
agreement on climate change at the COP 21 to be held in Paris, France at the end of 2015.%° Many specialists see the
Paris conference as the last chance to develop an international agreement that will help to efficiently fight climate
change.% Success and progress of the agreement will depend on the mobilization of technical and financial
resources.®’
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I1. Sustainable Development in the Arctic
Introduction

The growing awareness of the imperative need for sustainable development has risen to prominence since the turn of
the century by governments and civil society alike throughout the world. The Arctic, also known as one of the last
frontiers, and one of the last largely untouched ecosystems of the earth, is no exception to this debate.% The
insatiable need for energy in the modern world has sent many states into this remote region, following the promise
of enormous energy reserves.?” In addition to the increased human presence in the Arctic, climate change poses an
exponential threat to the region.” Therefore it is a necessity, now more than ever, to find sustainable solutions in the
development and management of the region to ensure its vitality for the generations to come.”

Recent Developments

Arctic Council

In October 2014, the Arctic Council’s senior officials met to discuss progress on the priorities set under the
Canadian chairmanship of the Council.” The theme set forth by Canada when it assumed the role in 2013 focused
on the development status of the people of the north.” This focused primarily on the 4 million people in indigenous
groups living in the region.” During this meeting, Member States approved a report that provided recommendations
for decreasing woodstove black carbon emissions.” The Council also approved a circumpolar youth art competition
as a way to bring awareness to this demographic.” The body discussed the work of its six working groups and four
task forces in preparation for the 2015 ministerial meeting.”” Topics of discussion included oil pollution,
conservation of Arctic migratory birds, reduction in black carbon and methane emissions, and the Arctic Marine
Tourism Project.” Special workshops were also conducted in conjunction with indigenous groups to brainstorm
ways to increase their involvement in the mechanisms of the Council.” With 2015, however, the chairmanship of
the Arctic Council has changed.?’ The United States of America (USA) assumed the role of Chair for the Council as
of 1 January 2015, taking the rotating position from Canada.?! In its leadership capacity, the USA has outlined its
own set of priorities that it sees as being of vital importance for both cooperation, development, and environmental
protection of the Arctic region.®? Those organizational themes are “Addressing the Impacts of Climate Change in the
Arctic; Stewardship of the Arctic Ocean; and Improving Economic and Living Conditions.”® While the priorities
are different from those of the previous chairmanship, they will be addressed by the existing structure of the council
within existing working groups and taskforces.?*

Lima Climate Change Conference

In December 2014, ministers, scientists, civil society organizations, and other parties from around the world
converged in Lima, Peru to discuss climate change as well as outline policies that should be adopted by all Member
States.® The Lima Climate Change Conference served as a meeting point for two major mechanisms that are tasked
with addressing climate change.® These include the 20" Conference of Parties (COP20) to the United Nations
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Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the 10" Meeting of Parties to the Kyoto Protocol
(CMP10).8” Much of the emphasis placed on sustainable development was outlined in the Lima Call for Climate
Action.®® The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) also held its fifth annual Sustainable Innovation
Forum in conjunction with the conference.?® While most of the conference dealt with climate change as a whole,
several sessions discussed the vital importance that the northern polar region plays in the larger context of climate
change.”® Of note, there was a session on the “Arctic Methane Emergency,” which was hosted by the Abibimman
Foundation.”! The talks mainly discussed the potential crisis that could unfold in both the region and throughout the
world if large amounts of methane gas currently locked within the frozen ice are released back into the atmosphere
due to the melting ice caps and warming temperatures.®> Methane gas is a particularly important issue to climate
change because it is 86 times more potent than normal greenhouse gases and poses a much larger threat to the
acceleration of global warming.*

While the goal of reaching a binding agreement between Member States on climate change did not occur in Lima,
significant progress was made for the upcoming COP21 and CMP11 that will be held in Paris, France during late
2015.%* The Paris Climate Change Conference is of paramount importance, as this has been the deadline set by
COP17 for drafting a successor-agreement to the Kyoto Protocol.”> Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon used the
opening remarks of COP19 in Poland to remind Member States of their commitment under the Durban Platform of
Enhanced Action to create a post-Kyoto agreement by 2015.%

Territorial Disputes

While most of the race for the Arctic has been conducted through consensus building organizations like the Arctic
Council, 2015 will be a significant year for territorial disputes that could ensue between Member States as they
apply and lay claim to large portions of the North Pole.?” States are filing these claims with the United Nations
Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.”® Under the 1982 Convention of the Law of the Sea, a state is
entitled to a territorial limit of 12 nautical miles, a 24 nautical mile contiguous zone, and a 200 nautical mile
exclusive economic zone.*® Under these legal definitions, there are still some portions of the Arctic that remains to
be claimed.'? It is the duty of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf to review these claims and to
apportion, in conjunction with Member States, the land accurately.!?! The current claims are primarily motivated by
the enormous potential of energy and mineral resources that lay under the ice sheets.!?? At present, much of the
Arctic and the North Pole are designated as international waters and territories.'®® However, each of the states that
have a territorial presence in the region has been vying for further control.'® While major territorial threats between
states do not exist at the present, this particular environment may pose serious threats to the cooperation and
sustainable development of the region in the future.'% For example, in December 2014 Denmark released an
aggressive bid that would claim one-third of the region, including the North Pole.!° Canada is also preparing a bid
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that would allow them to claim large portions of the Arctic Sea.!” Denmark’s bid is particularly problematic
because it claims large portions of land that are already claimed by the Russian Federation, another state that filing a
territorial claim.'%® Russia has further complicated the matter by increasing its military presence in the region, with
many states seeing this as an attempt control the region.!%

Arctic Biodiversity Congress

The Arctic Biodiversity Congress was held in December 2014 in Trondheim, Norway.''® This meeting was the first
of'its kind and set out to preserve the fragile ecosystems within the Arctic region.!'' The Congress set out several
clear purposes.'!? It first aimed to present scientific findings from the Arctic Biodiversity Assessment (ABA).!'3 The
ABA was commissioned in 2013 by the Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF), a working group of the
Arctic Council.'"* The ABA published nine key finding regarding the biodiversity and environmental status of the
Arctic.' These finding included sentiments regarding the threat of climate change, effects on migratory birds,
pollution, and overharvesting.!'® The assessment also included policy recommendations to each of the key findings
in how to resolve the issues that were raised.!'” It sought to advise the Arctic Council on the implementation of the
ABA recommendations during the next ministerial meeting.!'® The Congress also evaluated implementation
mechanisms of the ABA recommendations in both the government and private sectors.''” UNEP secretariat
members were present at the conference.!? UNEP highlighted the diversity of both the people and the environment
of the Arctic, and urged states to conduct an Economics of the Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB’s) Scoping
Study to place a valuation on the biodiversity of the Arctic.'?! These outcomes will then be translated into national
policies and programs.'?> UNEP representatives also recommended further awareness campaigns, collaboration, and
further participation in regional and international conventions related to the environment and climate change
mitigation.'?

Arctic Frontiers Conference

Another high profile event was the Arctic Frontiers: Climate and Energy Conference in Tromse, Norway in January
2015 is."?* The conference attracted record participation, with a strong presence from environmental scientists,
politicians, and energy companies.'?® Climate change was the major interest of the conference, especially with the
potential access to resources a warmer Arctic allows.!?¢ At the same time, the drop in energy prices set a very
different environment, with some at the conference discussing the economic viability of such operations with the
lower market positions.'?” Many conference attendees also came to evaluate the political climate between Russia and
the European Union over the problems in Ukraine.'?® At the moment, most Arctic states have chosen not to allow
their standoff over Ukraine to spill over intoArctic relations.!? There was also much talk by several states and non-
governmental organizations over the upcoming Paris Climate Conference (COP21/CMP11).13
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Conclusion

The past year was seen as a year filled with many initiatives regarding climate change. From the United Nations
Climate Summit 2014 this past fall to the UNFCCC meetings that concluded in December, the world has been
discussing and proposing solutions to the many facets of climate change and sustainable development. At both of
these conferences the importance of the Arctic region and its fragility were highlighted. 2015 proves to be an even
more event filled year for the region as Member States begin to lay legal claims to portions of the Arctic Sea and the
North Pole."3! These moves may pose significant roadblocks to future cooperation within the region.'3? Looking to
the future, the Paris Climate Conference, and its deadline for reaching a binding agreement on climate change will
no doubt involve the Arctic region and its sustainable development.'3* Management of these elements, as well as the
projected increase in human presence and pollution is imperative to the future sustainability of the Arctic.'*
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II1. Promoting Resource Efficiency in Urban Development
Introduction

In 1998, the director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) was made the head of the
Environmental Management Group (EMG), which officially committed UNEP to the cause of environmentally
friendly urban development.!** Since this time, UNEP has developed, overseen, and executed a variety of missions
and projects to ensure resource efficiency and responsible urban development. Currently, 50% of the world
population lives in an urban setting, and this number is expected to increase to 70% over the next few decades,
making UNEP’s efforts for sustainable urban development, including the promotion of resource efficiency,
critical.!3¢

Urban development, resource efficiency, and sustainable development have been important topics for the United
Nations (UN) over the past year. The United Nations Human Settlements Programme passed resolutions 24/2 and
24/3 which specifically call for a strengthening of responsible urban development practices.'>” Additionally, the
Human Rights Council passed resolutions 24/4 and 24/11, which call for the participation of women and youth in
economic and sustainable urban development.'*® Various other organizations have discussed urban development,
resource efficiency, and climate change, including the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly.'?
Throughout the year, UNEP has continued their commitment to ensuring environmentally sound practices are used
in city planning and urban development. !4

Recent Developments

Throughout 2014, UNEP participated and engaged in a variety of regionally based conferences that were designed to
plan and promote urban and economic development while promoting environmental sustainability and resource
efficiency.

In September 2014, UNEP’s Ozone Secretariat attended the UN Conference on Small Island Developing States in
Apia, Samoa.'*! The goal of the conference was to facilitate solutions and partnerships to ensure economic growth in
Small Island Developing States (SIDS), while also ensuring environmental sustainability and quality of life
improvements.'“? Resource efficiency was a major topic of discussion not only because SIDS rely heavily on their
natural resources for economic growth, but also due their small size results in limited resources.'** The conference
resulted in the creation of the Outcome document A/CONF.223/3, Small Islands Developing States Accelerated
Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway.'* The SAMOA Pathway outlines the need for environmental friendly
technologies in SIDS and, because of their heavy reliance on tourism to create economic prosperity, the need to
encourage responsible tourism that does not result in natural resource depletion.'* Responsible tourism is a vital part
of urban development in SIDS because it discourages the building a resort areas that can lead to environmental
degradation, and encourages tourists visiting the islands to enjoy the natural beauty of the area instead of
encouraging a demand for man-made attractions, which could potentially upset the ecosystem. 4 UNEP’s
involvement in the creation of the SAMOA Pathway was extensive because the economic and environmental
prosperity of SIDS are currently a priority area of the organization and the United Nations as a whole.'*” UNEP’s

135 UN General Assembly, Environment and Human Settlements: Report of the Secretary General (4/53/463), 1998.

136 UN-HABITAT, Post 2015-Agenda, 2014,

137 UN-HABIITAT, Decisions and Resolutions Adopted by the Governing Council of the United Nations Human Settlement
Programme at its Twenty-fourth Session, 2014.

138 Tbid.

139 Department of Economic and Social Affairs, World Urbanization Prospects, 2014,

140 UNEP, About Urban Environments, 2014.

141 UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Third International Conference on Small Island Developing States, 2014,

142 Tbid.

143 Tbid.

144 UN General Assembly, Small Islands Developing States Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway
(A/CONF.223/3),2014.

145 Tbid.

146 Sustaining Tourism, Sustainable Tourism Definitions, 2014.

147 UN Web TV, UNEP: An Alternative Future for SIDS: New UNEP Report Outlines Blue-Green Economy Solutions - Press
Conference, 2014.




NMUN - NY

involvement in the implementation of the SAMOA Pathway will be wide over the coming years.!*® UNEP is named
as the specific implementation organization in more than three-quarters of the Pathway’s projects and initiatives.'#

Also, in September of 2014, UNEP was a co-sponsor and participant of the Latin America and the Caribbean
Carbon Forum held in Bogota, Columbia.!* UNEP’s The Emissions Gap Report 2014 was a guiding document of
the Carbon Forum."”! The Emissions Gap Report outlines current carbon emissions rates globally, how close these
are to the internationally agreed upon ideal (2°C higher than pre-industrial levels), and what needs to be done to
reduce emissions to this level and eventually neutralize them.!>? The link between carbon emissions and urban
development is an important one; currently the majority of emissions come from city centers, and it is important to
reduce these as much as possible in order to promote sustainability.'53

The Emissions Gap Report was also a guiding document later in September at the United Nations Climate
Summit.'** The purpose of the Climate Summit was to discuss the important components to climate change and
ways to counteract them.!** This included how sustainable urban development and resource efficiency factor into
climate change, in preparation for Climate meetings in Lima, Peru and Paris, France in 2015.'% In many of the
official statements by world leaders, the information presented in UNEP’s The Emissions Gap Report was
reaffirmed and made part of their State’s commitments to reducing emissions and promoting sustainable urban
development (much of the Report was also confirmed as part of the agendas of the upcoming 2015 conferences).!>’

UNERP has also recently partnered with The Global Commission on the Economy and Climate.'3® The Commission is
a new organization made up of former heads of state; former finance, agriculture, and energy ministers; and various
leaders in economics and business, with the goal of creating solutions to increase economic growth and decrease
environmentally harmful actions in international economics and urban development.'>* The Commission’s flagship
project, and the one UNEP has taken the most interest in, is the New Climate Economy.'*®° The project aims to
provide independent, up-to-date information on best practices to ensure economic growth (on international, regional,
and local levels) that will reduce the risk of climate change and resource waste.!®! The Commission’s first official
report Better Growth, Better Climate outlines their current findings and suggestions.!®? The report outlines ways in
which economies and various industries can be stimulated while ensuring food security, resource efficiency, and
responsible urban development and city planning, while reducing carbon emissions.!®3 For example, in their report
The Commission points out that in 300 major cities around the globe, their rapid rate of growth has led to poor urban
planning or, in some cases, no planning at all, creating large urban sprawls that necessitate the use of cars, resulting
in a decrease in construction efficiency because of the distance between job sites and transportation requirements. '+
Both of these situations have resulted in increased carbon emissions and decreased economic growth.'®> The
Commission goes on to state that these factors can be reversed simply by urban planning (and re-planning) that
prioritized compact cities, and thus will allow for more public and carbon-free transportation sources that also allow
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for more efficient city wide construction projects.!*® While the initial cost of re-planning a city will be high, over the
course of five to ten years, all 300 of these cities could see an economic growth of approximately US$200 billion. '¢
UNERP is an official partner of the project and will be in charge of the scientific data The Commission needs to
operate effectively.!

Conclusion

Resource efficiency, urban development, and economic growth are currently major areas of interest for the United
Nations. With the projection that the majority of the world’s population will be living in urban areas within the next
few decades, it is important to promote sustainable urban development and resource efficiency to ensure that people
and States can continue to prosper economically, and also live healthy lives and ensure that the environment is not
depredated beyond repair. The connection between efficient resource use, sustainable development, and urban
growth and prosperity is undeniable, and is the focus of many forums and meetings currently taking place at the
United Nations and in the near future. As a result, options and ideas for action on this topic can be drawn from
various sources, enabling future action on this topic to be concrete.
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