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United Nations Development Programme 

Introduction  

The United Nations Development Programme’s (UNDP) governing body, referred to as, the Executive Board of the 
UNDP, holds and participates in 5 scheduled meetings each year, three of which have recently taken place in 2015.1 
These meetings are the election of the Bureau on 7 January; first regular session 26-30 January; and joint meetings 
of the Executive Boards of the UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS, UNICEF, UN-Women, and WFP on 2 February.2 The 
UNDP is undergoing a quadrennial comprehensive policy review of operational activities for development by the 
Economic and Social Council, its main UN oversight body.3 The UNDP has subsidiary and partner organizations, 
like the Global Environment Facility, whose meetings have significant relevance to the UNDP itself. Adopting 
amendments to the Global Environment Facility (GEF) is a shared responsibility between the UNDP, World Bank, 
and the UNEP.4  

Recent Activities  

The Executive Board of the UNDP has held three sessions since last fall.5 The second regular session of the 
Executive Board was held from the 2-5 September 2014, and issues discussed ranged from funding commitments to 
amendments to the Global Environment fund (GEF) instrument.6 The quadrennial comprehensive policy review of 
operational activities for development was also discussed.7 The first regular session of the Executive Board is 
scheduled for 26-30 January, with an informal consultation on 12 January 2015.8 The advanced copies of 
preparatory documents for the first session are available on the UNDP website, and be updated with official copies, 
as well as any outcome documents, after the meeting has taken place. The current schedule includes several review 
documents for the conclusion of 2014, policy review and approval, financial concerns, as well as several other topics 
to be address throughout the year.9  
 
Other relevant conferences and meetings that have taken place include: The UN Conference on Small Island 
Developing States took place from the 1-4 September 2014.10 The UN Secretary General hosted the UN Climate 
Summit on 23 September 2014 to engage leaders and advance climate action and ambition.11 UNDP and United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) held a workshop in Suva, Fiji to 
examine the experience gained from the MDGs over the last 14 years, and to prepare for the coming post-2015 
development agenda.12 The Economic and Social Council convened a Special Meeting on 5 December 2014 to 
discuss how the Ebola outbreak in West Africa will impact development efforts.13 The 20th session of the 
Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change Conference (UNFCCC) was held in 
Lima, 1-12 December 2014.14  

Recent Policy Outcomes  

The Second regular session of the Executive Board agenda addressed funding commitments and the implementation 
of the quadrennial comprehensive policy review of operational activities for development conducted by the General 
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Assembly (GA).15 The quadrennial comprehensive policy review (QCPR) is the primary policy mechanism of the 
GA and was most recently adopted as A/RES/67/226, in order to assess and improve efficiency, effectiveness, 
coherence, and the impact of the UN Development system.16 After a discussion addressing the QCPR and funding, 
the Executive Board adopted DP/2014/21 finalizing the status of regular funding commitments to the United Nations 
Development Programme and its associated funds and programmes for 2014 and onward.17 The report concluded 
that although the resources entrusted to the UNDP are significant, a lack of predictability and multi-year 
commitments from partners hinder the long term planning ability of the body.18 In order to improve and diversify the 
resources of the UNDP, efforts in 2015 will focus on exploiting and promoting public-private partnerships and on 
providing information, resources, and structure to development efforts with the specific intent to facilitate south-
south and triangular cooperation.19 
 
The “Innovation Summit” of October 2014, headed by UNDP, took on the challenge of accelerating the 
development process through innovative thinking.20 Sixteen pilot initiatives in 13 countries across Asia-Pacific are 
exploring adaptive and innovative approaches to: challenge stereotypes, encourage youth engagement, address 
human trafficking, monitor for corruption, and crowd fund local conservation efforts.21 This is a small representation 
of the post-2015 policy objectives this summit focused on, along with how the UN Development system can evolve 
and utilize modern tools to empower individuals to contribute to development efforts.22 Empowering and involving 
local groups and individuals to create sustainable domestically driven development is one of the major policy 
focuses for the post-2015 agenda.23  
  
The Executive Board is also the oversight body of the GEF, and recently adopted DP/2014/28: Global Environment 
Facility: amendments to GEF Instrument.24 The amendments address five matters, which are intended to improve 
and update the existing GEF structure.25 The crucial outcomes from the board are that the GEF is confirmed as a 
participating entity of the financial mechanism for the Minamata Convention on Mercury providing guidance on 
financial resources.26 Also included was an update of the eligibility criteria for countries to receive GEF funding.27 
This change instructs the GEF to follow eligibility requirements based off of criteria set by the World Bank and the 
UNDP.28 As one of the largest funders of ecological preserves, environmental protection initiatives, and many other 
projects, the GEF plays a central role in the funding, implementation, and review of policies and programs that 
protect the environment.29 The GEF functions as the environmental funding and policy wing of the UNDP in this 
regard.30 The amendments made to the GEF are part of the efforts of the QCPR bringing coherency throughout the 
UN system, and as the oversight body of the GEF, the Executive Board is tasked with adopting and implementing 
these amendments.31  

Implementation of United Nations Development Programmes Outcomes  

As the final year of Millennium Development Goals has begun to unfold, the UNDP and its partners have wasted no 
time in electing new leadership and signing multilateral agreements. Ambassador Luis Fernando Carrera of 
Guatemala is the current president of the UNDP executive board, and he was elected to serve in this capacity on 7 
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January 2015 during the UNDP’s annual Election of the Bureau meeting.32 The regional bodies of the Executive 
Board have also elected their respective vice-presidents to represent their respective regions during executive board 
meetings.33 These positions create preparatory documents and agenda’s for the meetings of the Executive Bureau, 
and because the UNDP is the governing agency of the United Nations Development Group (UNDG), these 
individuals have immense control over policies and issues addressed by the UN development system as a whole 
during their term.34 The UNDP works to improve democratic governance, and to that end, has coordinated various 
international actors to enable the Zambian Government to hold a 2015 presidential election.35 This cooperative 
agreement will go beyond simply holding a vote, by advancing innovative policies and programs the UNDP hopes 
to create a lasting impact on the Zambian Government and its citizens.36 Their efforts will focus on providing 
resource and program support for educating the electorate on voting, directly working with local law enforcement to 
improve policing practices during elections, and the overall enhancement of the electoral process of the Zambian 
Government to ensure fair and open elections.37  

Conclusion  

The UNDP is a focal point for development efforts in the UN system and is a central part of the governing structure 
of the UNDG where all UN development efforts are represented. The UNDP partners with many agencies to 
develop policy and program support, provide emergency relief, or even investment in infrastructure projects.38 As 
the primary UN body for development, UNDP has organized its vast network of partners, resources, and influence 
with the intent to improve development efforts.39 The progress made toward the completion of the MDGs by 2015 
largely impacted and shaped the work of UNDP and the UN development system.40 The 2015 deadline of the MDGs 
and the QCPR has enabled the UN development system to analyze their efforts, update new targets, and draft long-
term strategies and solutions to address global development issues beyond 2015. 41 
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http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/corporate/Executive%20Board/2015/English/dp2015-2e.pdf  

This document provides a concise overview of the issues addressed by the UNDP executive board 
during its 2014 sessions. This source provides a context for delegates to understand what issues 
the executive board addresses and how. It is important to remember that the simulated UNDP 
does not have all of the same topic restrictions and will be addressing substantive issues in more 
detail.  

Executive Board of the United Nations Development Programme. (2014). Global Environment Facility: 
amendments to GEF Instrument. Retrieved 5 January 2015 from: 
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=DP/2014/23  

This is an example of how the UNDP Executive Board addresses proposed amendments to one of 
its subsidiary bodies. Delegates may use this to improve their understanding of how the UNDP 
ensures that programs do not stray from their mandate, how amendments to UN agencies can 
occur, and the importance of checks and balances within the UN system. This is also a 
representation of the larger role that the UNDP plays in the UN development system, governing 
smaller finance based organization in its targets and regulation.  

Lowthian, D. (News Article). (2015). New leadership set for UNDP's governing body. Retrieved 5 January 2015 
from: http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2015/01/07/new-leadership-set-for-
undp-s-governing-body-/  

This resource will improve understanding of how leadership positions within the UN are filled and 
its importance. Delegates must understand how the committee is structured and operated in order 
to have a complete understanding of how to go about developing and implementing policies and 
programs. This brief will lead delegates to an understanding of committee structure and practices.  

Executive Board of the United Nations Development Programme. (2015). Second regular session 2014 - Advance 
documentation. Retrieved 5 January 2015 from: 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/operations/executive_board/documents_for_sessions/adv2014-second/ 

This webpage contains several links to the various preparatory documents that were drafted and 
published before the September 2014 second regular session of the UNDP executive board. These 
documents will help delegates understand the recent outcomes of those meetings, and their impact 
on future meetings. These documents will also give insight into the structure and writing style of 
UNDP documents.  

 
United Nations Development Programme. (2015). UNDP and Zambian Government sign multi-donor support for 
the 2015 presidential by-election. Retrieved 5 January 2015 from: 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2015/01/05/undp-and-zambian-government-
sign-multi-donor-support-for-the-2015-presidential-by-election/  

This press release is an example of how the UNDP brings resources from various organizations 
and its own budget to form a coalition to complete a task within that partnership. The UN system 
is very effective at coordinating resources into action plans for use, and in this case the effort is 
dedicated to democratic governance. This dynamic between topic, funding, and UN support is 
crucial to delegates understanding of the UN system.  
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I. Building Democratic Governance by Expanding Access to Justice 

Introduction  

Access to justice is an integral pillar to ensuring the provision of human rights and fundamental freedoms while 
promoting an equitable environment for development.42 This has been a clear viewpoint of the international 
community as the Secretary-General, the General Assembly, and the Security Council have all independently 
recognized the link between democratic governance and access to justice. In doing so, the Secretary-General 
developed a report on the post-2015 development agenda with special attention on justice and its impact on 
development.43 Additionally, in September 2014, the General Assembly passed a number of resolutions on access to 
justice and the rule of law. The UN Security Council held discussions on the role of justice in post-conflict situations 
and its significance in improving development to maintain international peace and security.44 The UNDP also 
facilitated the work of Member States by issuing reports on democratic governance in addition to providing case 
studies and updates on some of their ongoing projects. 

Recent Developments 

On 4 December 2014, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon stated that “Justice: to build safe and peaceful societies, and 
strong institutions” should be one of the six ‘Essential Elements’ to improve the organizational structure portion of 
the Sustainable Development Goals.45 Within the report entitled “The Road to Dignity by 2030: Ending Poverty, 
Transforming all Lives and Protecting the Planet,” the Secretary-General elaborated on the importance of building 
democratic societies in post-conflict situations, increasing access to fair and equitable justice systems, and 
strengthening the rule of law at all levels.46 The six-section document also includes substantive recommendations on 
funding, implementation, and transitional plans to ensure that the new development agenda yields positive results for 
the future.47 These sentiments are felt across the international community as the General Assembly adopted 
resolution 69/195 on “Rule of Law, Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice in the United Nations Development 
Agenda Beyond 2015,” which builds upon the recommendations made by the Secretary-General in his report by 
encouraging international cooperation and assistance to ensure that the steps necessary to build democratic societies 
are fulfilled.48  
 
General Assembly Resolution 69/172 on “Human Rights in the Administration of Justice” was passed to ensure that 
the rights of all peoples are upheld in creating and improving democratic societies, especially in post-conflict 
situations.49 Additionally, the General Assembly passed resolution 69/123 on “The Rule of Law at the National and 
International Levels" to emphasize the growing importance of educating Member States on abiding by rule of law at 
all levels of the international system.50 Furthermore, the UN Security Council echoed the sentiments of the General 
Assembly on 19 January 2015 during a meeting focused on, “maintenance of international peace and security: 
inclusive development for the maintenance of international peace and security.”51 Discussion included expanding the 
mandates of peacekeeping missions to include greater post-conflict involvement to facilitate tasks involving 
transitional justice, rule of law, and post-conflict development.52 Creating an environment that fosters a more 
cooperative approach to building democratic societies in post-conflict situations was another focal point during the 
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UN Security Council discussions, with a conclusion that this fostering a more cooperative approach could lead to 
more democratic societies.53 
 
Beyond the work of the General Assembly and the Security Council, the UNDP has revealed two inclusive reports 
focused on democratic governance and justice. The first was released in October 2014 on “Democratic Governance 
and Diverging Pathways to More Inclusive Societies: 2013 Year in Review,” which synthesizes all of the UNDP’s 
projects from 2013 related to building democratic societies.54 By highlighting lessons learned, major national 
success stories, and including new and innovative ideas, the report provides a detailed look at the UNDP’s 
capabilities to build democratic societies.55 The second report released in December 2014 follows up on and 
explores the implementation process of anti-corruption strategies in fourteen countries in the Asia-Pacific region.56 
The creation of these anti-corruption strategies and their implementation in the Asia-Pacific region serves as a 
successful demonstration of how these strategies can benefit other regions facing political transition or post-conflict 
situations that may also be working toward building democratic societies.57 Another major document released by the 
UNDP is an “Evaluation of UNDP’s Support to Mobile Courts in Sierra Leone, the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
and Somalia,” to assess the progress and successes of utilizing mobile courts.58 Mobile courts created and supported 
by the UNDP have seen success in other countries including Pakistan and Timor-Leste by reducing the amount of 
time people travel to reach courts and to improve access to justice in isolated communities.59 Through the use of 
mobile courts, the UNDP is able to more adequately assess the effectiveness of transitional justice systems and the 
impact on local authorities including police, civil society organizations, and relevant international partners through 
the evaluation process.60 Ultimately, each of the three countries examined have been exposed to extreme bouts of 
internal and external conflict with a noticeable lack of access to justice, yet the model has proven to help address the 
needs of vulnerable populations in post-conflict situations quite effectively.61 

Conclusion 

The multifaceted nature of this topic allows for a number of innovative solutions to be brought forth in an effort to 
create democratic societies by ensuring access to justice. While the international community continues to take 
progressive steps in that direction through its grass roots efforts and redirecting its focus to the post-2015 
development agenda, the outcomes of the projects conducted by the UNDP display numerous successes in the right 
direction. The resolutions passed by the General Assembly during the 69th Session will be more effectively 
implemented with the assistance from Member States and the UNDP in their commitment to find solutions to 
improve access to the rule of law. Taking steps to expand the role of peacekeepers in facilitating a transitional 
development stage to include rule of law and access to justice could further the recommendations made by the 
Secretary General to improve development in its relation to peace and security.62 Lessons learned in both the 
evaluation report and the program review conducted by the UNDP only further the efforts of the international 
community to build democratic societies as a step toward ensuring the maintenance of international peace and 
security.  
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II. Fostering Developing Countries' Capacities for Climate Change Adaptation 

Introduction 

Climate change adaptation has become increasingly important as the impacts of climate change are felt worldwide 
and particularly acutely in developing countries. International agreements such as the Kyoto Protocol to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and 
The Future We Want outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development all 
acknowledge the need to not only address the causes of climate change but to also work towards adapting to changes 
in climate. Climate change adversely affects the international community’s efforts to fulfill the MDGs of eradicating 
poverty, building sustainable development, and increasing food security.63 The 2015 deadline for completing the 
goals is quickly approaching, but only three targets have been fulfilled.64 In light of climate change’s impact on 
development, adaptation thus becomes even more important for the success of the post-2015 development agenda.65  
 
The primary consequence of climate change, a rise in global temperature, is well known and an international 
agreement is indispensable to prevent a temperature rise of more than 2° Celsius and the detrimental impacts caused 
otherwise.66 Climate change effects cannot be reversed in the near-term, making adaptation essential to minimize 
adverse impacts. Therefore governments, civil societies, and stakeholders need to work together to further climate 
change adaptation and limit emissions.67 In addition to cooperation, “coherence across the poverty eradication, 
disaster reduction and climate agendas is essential for inclusive, low emission and climate-resilient development,” as 
United Nations Development Programme Administrator Helen Clark stated.68 To facilitate that cooperation, a high-
level event on climate change will be convened by the President of the General Assembly on 29 June 2015 at the 
United Nations (UN) Headquarters.69 Following the UN Climate Summit on 23 September 2014, this event aims to 
continue negotiations and plans already discussed to continue work on a global climate change agreement.70  

Recent Developments  

COP 20 
In December 2014 the 20th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 20) to the UNFCCC and the 10th session 
of the Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (CMP 10), collectively 
referred to as the Lima Climate Change Conference, took place in Lima, Peru.71 During the two weeks of the 
conference more than 190 countries negotiated and discussed a new agreement on climate change to be finalized and 
agreed on during the COP 21 in Paris in December 2015 and to then come into effect in 2020.72 An important 
decision adopted by COP 20 was the Lima Call for Climate Action, which suggests actions and target areas that 
need specific attention to pave the way for a successful COP 21.73 With the suggestions and decisions from COP 20, 
COP 21 will aim to achieve a universal, legally binding climate change agreement for the first time in 20 years.74 
 
During the conference both developed and developing countries agreed to contribute funding to the Green Climate 
Fund (GFC) to reach the target of $10 billion.75 This was a significant step forward in climate change adaptation 
because the GFC can now begin its support for programs, projects, policies, and other activities in developing 
countries that are party to the UNFCCC.76 Furthermore decisions concerning national adaptation plans and financing 
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mechanisms were adopted by COP 20.77 This included a recommendation to raise awareness for national adaptation 
plans and the support that is available to formulate and review such plans.78 Long-term financing mechanisms were 
also discussed with the result that developed country parties should focus a significant amount from public climate 
funds towards adaptation processes.79 It was reiterated how important national adaptation plans are in decreasing the 
vulnerability and building adaptation capacities to climate change effects and concluded with an invitation to parties 
to put forward national adaptation plan outputs and outcomes.80 

Adaptation Fund 
The Adaptation Fund was established in 2001 under the Kyoto Protocol to the UNFCCC.81 This fund deals 
specifically with climate change adaptation projects in developing countries that are party of the Kyoto Protocol.82 It 
also focuses its support on countries that are vulnerable to climate change impacts such as countries that are greatly 
affected by desertification or weather catastrophes resulting in lack of fresh water and declining food security.83 
During the Lima Climate Change Conference the Adaptation Fund was supported by a pledge made by Germany of 
55 million Euros.84 CMP 10 adopted a decision on the second review of the Adaptation Fund where the importance 
of this fund is stated because it focuses on concrete adaptation projects in different countries in contrast to activities 
working on overall general ideas about adaptation possibilities on a global level.85 CMP 10 also urged the 
Adaptation Fund Board to estimate the resources that are needed and review the status of projects it is supporting to 
strengthen cooperation, synergies, and good management of projects as well as resources.86  

Conclusion 

The outcomes of the UN Climate Summit 2014 and the Lima Climate Change Conference highlighted the 
importance of adaptation to climate change as it affects both developing and developed countries. The need to 
develop adaptation strategies and plans and accomplish a global agreement at COP 21 demonstrates that much work 
remains for UN entities, governments, and other stakeholders. Parallel to the development of a new global 
agreement at COP21, global adaptation strategies and national adaptation plans must be formulated and 
implemented. The GFC and the Adaptation Fund are important entities to assist in crafting national adaptation plans. 
Both funds, with pledges to them continuously being made, have the means to support projects and activities that 
focus on climate change adaptation and building resilience. The year between COP 20 and COP 21 will require the 
collaboration of governments, the private sector and different UN entities to strengthen already existing structures 
such as the GFC and the Adaptation Fund, work towards a consensus on how to address climate change adaptation 
globally, and support development of national adaptation plans.  
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III. Improving Access to Water and Sanitation for Socioeconomic Development  

Introduction  

2.5 billion people globally do not have access to the proper amenities to discard human waste and excrement.87 
Additionally, 1 billion individuals engage in open defecation exposing countless people to potentially hazardous 
risks to their health and environment.88 In fact, in 2013, over 340,000 children died from diarrheal diseases as a 
result of inadequate water, sanitation, and hygiene.89 It is of notable concern that 80% of diseases in developing 
countries are caused by unsafe water and poor sanitation.90  
 
Improving access to water and sanitation is integral for socioeconomic development.91 Sanjay Wijesekera, head of 
the United Nations Children’s Fund’s (UNICEF’s) global Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) Program, stated 
on 19 November 2014 that a “lack of sanitation is a reliable marker of how the poorest in a country are faring.”92 
While it is primarily the impoverished without access to toilets, all human beings are affected by the contamination 
and other detrimental effects of open defecation, thus making this issue of the utmost importance to all.93	  	  
	  
There are significant global agreements governing policy regarding water and sanitation today. The 1977 Mar Del 
Plata Action Plan declared that despite an individual’s “stage of development and their social and economic 
conditions,” access to water and sanitation resources is imperative for all.94 Subsequently, in 1992, the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) endorsed the right to an adequate standard of 
living, including access to water and sanitation.95 Additionally, to improve water and sanitation awareness, the 
United Nations General Assembly resolution 58/217 dedicated a decade of action for water between 2005-2015.96 
 
In the past two decades roughly 1.9 billion people have obtained access to an improved sanitation facility.97 Eastern 
Asia exhibited the strongest progress by increasing from a mere 27% in 1990 to over 67% to date.98 Despite these 
improvements, current patterns demonstrate that Sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia continue to struggle with 
low levels of sanitation coverage.99 In those regions, only 44 % of the population utilizes either shared or 
unimproved facilities and 26% continue to practice open defecation.100 Worldwide open defecation rates declined 
significantly from 24% in 1990 to 15% to date.101 Despite the overall decline in open defecation rates in Asia, its 
rates remain the highest among any region.102 Notably, Sub-Saharan Africa is the only region where open defecation 
continues to be on the rise.103 
 
Establishing adequate infrastructure for water and sanitation is a serious global challenge. Toilets, water treatment 
plants, and sewage systems require significant land and financial resources and can be costly in not only their 
creation but also their maintenance and daily operations.104 This lack of infrastructure also affects other aspects of 
development, as children are often unable to attend school and exercise their right to education because schools lack 
sufficient sanitation facilities.105 Better sanitation is directly related to socioeconomic development and the 
consequences of a lack of sanitation and access to water are widespread and negatively impact vulnerable 
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populations pervasively. 106 For every $1 invested there is roughly a $5 return, manifested through increased 
individual productivity, reduced health care costs, and the prevention of illness, disability, and death.107  
 
Recent Developments 
 
As the Millennium Development Goals come to a close, there are important events taking place globally in an effort 
to maximize goal achievement and establish the post-2015 development agenda. On 10 November 2014 UNICEF 
organized a conference in New Delhi, India, with the theme of “Stop Stunting” to highlight one of the many 
hazardous effects of open defecation.108 The consumption of high amounts of fecal bacteria by infants and young 
children through household items or soiled fingers leads to intestinal infections along with additional detrimental 
nutrient losses resulting in stunted growth.109In fact, 26% of children under five years old globally have stunted 
growth.110 While open defecation is not the only cause of child stunting, there is a direct link between child growth 
and household sanitation.111 Specifically, child stunting in South Asia is more prevalent than any other region, 
representing 40% of the total cases of child stunting worldwide.112 Despite an overall improvement in sanitation in 
South Asia, the rate of improvement is challenged by the rapid rate of population growth.113 The “Stop Stunting” 
regional conference established a unified education-based platform where scientific findings, best practices, and 
technological innovations were discussed in order to accelerate the advancement of research and programs 
mitigating child stunting in South Asia.114  
 
The Open Working Group of the General Assembly on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) proposed post-2015 
goals include a target for achieving adequate and equal sanitation and hygiene for all and abolishing open defecation 
as a whole by 2030.115 Additionally, the proposed Sustainable Development Goals view water management as 
highly related to the overall success of the post-2015 development agenda, offering an opportunity to transform the 
management of critical water resources for years to come.116 Recent reports from scientists at the International Water 
Management Institute (IWMI) advise against overly strict approaches to the achievement of SDGs.117 Noting that a 
restricted approach could severely inhibit development options for already impoverished countries by limiting their 
ability to manage critical water resources.118 Striking the balance between sustainable socioeconomic developments 
and providing access to water and sanitation services is an increasingly difficult task. In burgeoning economies 
development is critical, yet sustainable development can be costly and challenging.  
 
With the exponential growth of global water use coupled with chronic water shortages, the management of water is 
more pressing than ever. IWMI Director-General Jeremy Bird recently stated that, “of all our natural resources, 
water underpins sustainable development perhaps more than any other.”119 In order to achieve the SDGs the 
international community has to recognize that water is the cornerstone to achieving goals ranging from poverty, 
health, energy, and the environment. Locally appropriate solutions to the proper management of water must be 
prioritized. One such effort is a joint UNICEF and United States Agency for International Development (USAID) 
two-year WASH initiative in South Sudan that was launched on 25 November 2014 and will invest $14 million to 
improve water, sanitation, and hygiene services for vulnerable and displaced populations.120 This program is 
projected to directly benefit over 130,000 people affected by crises by fostering access to safe water and 
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disseminating knowledge of better hygiene and sanitation practices.121 Additionally, the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) and the social enterprise Sanergy collaborated in order to provide economical 
and sustainable solutions for addressing the sanitation issue in Africa.122 Sanergy committed to expand its operations 
network to over 2,000 Fresh Life Operators to oversee hygienic toilets in Kenya.123 This initiative is projected to 
reach an estimated 300,000 people in Kenya’s urban slums by 2020.124 
 
The establishment of the Food, Energy, Environment and Water Network (FE²W) in the latter part of 2014 was 
another milestone in bridging the gap between food security, water, and sustainable development.125 FE²W, piloted 
by the United Nations Educations, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the Australian National 
University, provides global leaders at all levels of decision-making with the information and tools to effectively 
manage the balance of food security, water, energy, and the environment through training and workshops.126 While 
FE²W is only in its beginning stages, it is projected to mitigate systemic risks and problems across these systems that 
prove to be problematic worldwide.127 Also, in late 2014, UNICEF and the governments of Australia and the United 
Kingdom reaffirmed their commitment to an ongoing WASH project to bring water to the rural areas of Binga, 
Zimbabwe.128 The repairing and drilling of boreholes and establishing committees in those rural areas to manage 
these water projects has been integral in the process of expanding access to water and sanitation.129 Despite efforts to 
include the communities in designing and managing the water projects, modernization has been difficult to sustain, 
as the people of Binga have been resistant to embrace the suggested practices.130 In fact, 70% of the communities in 
Matabeleland North, Zimbabwe still practice open defecation.131 This challenge is not unique to Binga and 
challenges development efforts worldwide. 
 
On a broader scale, there are also a multitude of global actions scheduled to take place in 2015 for the improvement 
of access to water and sanitation for socioeconomic development. For example, the Third Arab Water Week took 
place in January, which developed sustainable solutions to address water scarcity in a region where renewable fresh 
water resources are among the lowest in the world.132  

Conclusion  

The management of water resources is more important than ever for inclusion in the post-2015 development agenda. 
It is critical to consider the challenges of meeting the demands of exponential population growth while still 
addressing water scarcity. Although open defecation rates are decreasing, achieving adequate and equal sanitation as 
well as hygiene for all and abolishing open defecation are proposed to be included into the SDGs show the 
continuous significance of this topic. Further, recognition of vulnerable populations and cultural differences in the 
implementation of vital technologies and advancements for water, sanitation, and hygiene practices is also crucial. 
Improving access to water and sanitation for socioeconomic development is dire and will require multilateral 
collaboration, advancing and sharing technological discoveries, and the dissemination of information to all affected 
populations. All aspects of socioeconomic development, environmental protection, financing mechanisms, and 
region specific issues such as conflicts or a lack of infrastructure and natural resources will need to be addressed 
further if access to water and sanitation is to be significantly improved. 
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