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Committee Overview
Introduction

While the Human Rights Council (HRC) has not adopted formal resolutions since its 27™ session, held between the
8 and the 26 of September 2014, the previous resolutions and reports adopted by the Council have in the past few
months been subject to review and consideration by the Third Committee of the General Assembly (GA).'
Moreover, several United Nations (UN) working groups initially created by HRC, or its predecessor the
Commission on Human Rights, organized formal sessions in the latter part of 2014, in order to share best practices,
and monitor progress on specific human rights issues.” The following update will review in priority the most recent
HRC-related activities, in order to gain a better understanding of the Council’s current work within the broader UN
framework.

Recent Activities

During the 69" Session of the General Assembly, in it’s 69™ session considered a report that included all substantive
outcomes of the Human Rights Council from the past year. These were the official outcomes of the HRC’s 20"
special session held on 20 January 2014; 25™ Session held from 3 to 28 March 2014; 26" Session held from 8 to 26
of September 2014; and 21* Special Session held on 23 July 2014.% All the resolutions, decisions, and presidential
statements that were delivered during these meetings were taken under consideration by the GA for a review of the
progress made by the Council in matters of human rights.* Moreover, the report published in February 2014 by HRC
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea received the
commendation of the GA and after further assessment, was transmitted by the Assembly to the Security Council in
order to take action against the serious human rights violations described.’

Since the conclusion of it’s 27" session, the HRC Member States have focused on subsidiary responsibilities and
planning for upcoming 28™ session. On the 13 of January 2015, HRC held an organizational meeting to outline the
program of work for its 28" Session. Areas of focus will include human rights and climate change and human rights
mainstreaming within national policies.® Further, the 20™ session of the Universal Periodic Review was held from 27
October to 7 November, where the review of 14 Member States (Angola, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Egypt,
El Salvador, Fiji, Gambia, Kazakhstan, Madagascar, San Marino, and Slovenia) on human rights commitments was
completed.” In addition, the Universal Periodic allowed for overarching discussion on the topics of migrants’ rights,
domestic violence, child protection measures, and the prevention of torture and ill treatment.® The Council also
organized the third forum on Business and Human Rights in December 2014, inviting all relevant stakeholders to
discuss the challenges brought by the interdependence of human rights and economic growth, especially regarding
particular vulnerable sectors and sustainable growth.” Furthermore, several working groups collaborating with HRC
have held sessions in the past few months. The Intergovernmental Working Group on effective implementation of
the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action met from the 7 to the 18 of October to share best practices on the
prevention of racism, racial discrimination, and xenophobia, followed by the Working Group of experts on People of
African Descent.'’ Similarly, the Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances held its 101* Session
in November 2014 under the aegis of HRC, as did the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention for its 68™ Session."!
Finally, the GA appointed 15 new members to the HRC for a mandate of three years following an intense election
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process in October 2014; these appointments have a critical impact on the work made by HRC, seeing as new
members can help steer the Council in a new direction.'”

Recent Policy Outcomes

Recent developments in the review of HRC’s substantive decisions and subsequent subsidiary work focus on the
realization of rights for marginalized groups. Specifically, on the different dimensions of human rights when applied
to specific groups of population that might be marginalized from these universal rights for various reasons, such as
women, indigenous people, migrants, LGBT, elderly, children, and persons with disabilities." In continuum, The
Council’s Advisory Committee is currently focusing its research on thematic issues which will be at the forefront of
HRC’s agenda in its future sessions, including the rights of people with albinism, the impact of corruption on human
rights, the role of human rights in post-disaster and post-conflict context, and the prevention of unilateral coercive
measures." Another priority for the council is strengthened partnerships with the human rights treaties body
including the Human Rights Committee; Committee on Economic; Social and Cultural Rights; Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination; Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women; Committee
against Torture; the Committee on the Rights of the Child; Committee on Migrant Workers; Committee on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and the Committee on Enforced Disappearances.'

Future sessions of the Human Rights Council will continue to be rooted in the founding principles outlined within
the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.'® In addition to upholding these
core norms, HRC discusses a variety of emerging and prevalent human rights issues to further progress in individual
rights realization.'” These include amongst others, the interdependence between climate change and access to
resources, sustainable economic development, human rights priorities in private-sector development, the abolition of
the death penalty, arbitrary detention or executions and disappearances, the role of human rights in the post-2015
agenda and the right to basic needs such as food, water, and healthcare.'® Furthermore, the Human Rights Council
has requested that Member States aspire to greater transparency and accountability, especially regarding Special
Rapporteurs inquiries during the Universal Periodic Review."

Implementation of Human Rights Council Qutcomes

As a subsidiary body of the GA created in 2006, the HRC reports to the Third Committee on Social, Humanitarian
& Cultural Affairs.” Every five years, HRC submits to the GA a report outlining its work and the progress made on
the human rights front. The most recent report, titled Review of the Human Rights Council, was adopted by the
General Assembly on the 20 July 2011 as resolution 65/281.*' HRC holds no less than three regular session per year,
and can organize special sessions year-round in case of human rights emergencies that require immediate attention.”
HRC’s resolutions which are adopted by the body during these sessions are key in identifying, challenging, and
addressing specific human rights issues.” However, it is the responsibility of the Member States to ensure their
concrete implementation on the field.** Therefore, HRC serves as a substantive body that supports national
governments, non-governmental organizations, and other UN agencies like the Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR).” In exchange, OHCHR assists the Council in the implementation of its outcomes,
through various means including national treaty ratification, and enforcement of international human rights
standards on the ground.”
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In order to succeed in its mandate, the Council adopted on the 18 of June 2007 resolution 5/1, entitled “Institution-
building of the United Nations Human Rights Council,” which creates a set of mechanisms aimed at helping HRC
implement its outcomes.”” Within this framework, three procedures hold a central role: the Universal Periodic
Review (UPR), the Advisory Committee, and the Complaint Procedure. UPR is a State-driven mechanism under the
aegis of the Council, which allows for a review of human rights conditions and standards that are exercised within
all UN Member States.”® The Advisory Committee is often coined “HRC’s think tank,” as it serves as a source of
expertise, research, and independent knowledge for the Council.”’ Finally, the Complaint Procedure is a tool within
HRC’s framework that permits any individual, group, or organization to communicate directly with the Council and
to call attention to specific human rights abuses they have been victim of.** Nonetheless, the progress and outcomes
made by HRC are most apparent within the UN Special Procedures, which include special rapporteurs, special
representatives, working groups, and independent experts.* All these entities serve HRC through their mandate,
which makes them accountable for monitoring human rights norms, assessing respect to universal standards,
examining critical situations, advising stakeholders, and reporting to the Council.”

Conclusion

The Human Rights Council is the UN’s leading intergovernmental body in human rights affairs. Its mandate, which
focuses on the promotion of universal human rights and the prevention of abuses worldwide, represents a unique
opportunity to safeguard the core values of the United Nations. In addition, with the establishment of a new post-
MDG framework, the year 2015 at the United Nations represents a perfect occasion for HRC to gain momentum on
human rights issues by ensuring that they are significantly mainstreamed within the new agenda. As a subsidiary
body of the GA, HRC can help shape the issues tackled by the United Nations, as well as the post-2015 framework.

HRC remains an open forum to all human rights related topics, taking under consideration the impact of current
affairs on human rights, including those that will be addressed during the conference. Indeed, HRC is currently
discussing within its own regular sessions issues linked to discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender
identity, as well as the rights of migrant workers, and human rights within post-conflict societies. While the focus of
the Council is already outlined within its mandate, the newly appointed Member States and bureau for the year
2015, under Ambassador Jochim Ruecker’s Presidency, will provide a new perspective and leadership to HRC.* In
the upcoming months, the Human Rights Council will spearhead its 28™ regular session from the 2 to the 27 of
March 2015, as well as the 21% session of the Universal Periodic Review.**
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The Human Rights Council held its most recent regular session from the 8 to the 26 of September
2014, adopting in the process a groundbreaking resolution on sexual orientation and gender
identity, creating a mandate for a Special Rapporteur on unilateral coercive measures, and
discussing a series of issues such as the Ebola epidemic and the Syrian Crisis. The 2 7" Session
exemplifies a Human Rights Council regular session and will therefore provide delegates with the
perfect illustration of the Council’s mandate, its actions, its outcomes, and its meetings. In the
following link, delegates will be able to explore all resolutions adopted during this session, as well
as the decisions taken, and the presidential statements made. They will gain insight on a
traditional HRC forum and better understand what is expected of them during the conference.

United Nations, Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights. (2014). Human Rights Council Advisory

Committee: Background information about the Advisory Committee [Website]. Retrieved 1 January 2015 from:

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/AdvisoryCommittee/Pages/AboutAC.aspx
The Advisory Committee is the United Nations Human Rights Council research institution, which
provides counsel and expertise to the Council regarding critical human rights issues and at times
suggests further research projects. It was established as an implementation-oriented think tank.
Currently the Advisory Committee is focused on several thematic issues: albinism, negative impact
of corruption, local government,; human rights in post-disaster and post-conflict situations, sport
and the Olympic ideal, and unilateral coercive measures. As an entity collaborating closely with
HRC, the advisory committee can influence the outcomes of the Council and its agenda. As
recommended with this source, delegates should pay close attention to the research published by
the Advisory Committee in order to better understand HRC'’s outcomes.
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On this webpage, delegates will find a detailed account of the state of human rights in the world.

Moreover, this account is organized by country, allowing each delegate the possibility to gain

insight on the Member State they will be representing during the conference and its respect in

regards to human rights standards. Treaty ratifications and Member States reservations or

commitment are also classified on this website. As a result, this is the perfect place for delegates

to begin research on their Member States.
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Retrieved 1 January 2015 from: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Pages/ListOflssues.aspx

The Human Rights Council is a forum for all Member States who wish to discuss issues linked to

human rights affairs. As a result, HRC sets its agenda on a diversity of issues, ranging from the

importance of adequate housing, to the prevention of discrimination based on sexual orientation

and gender based identity. The following source classifies comprehensively all topics covered by

HRC and provides additional information on the progress and outcomes made by the Council

regarding each of them. It represents a unique opportunity for delegates to gain insight on the

wide breadth of work that falls under the Council’s purview.
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Rights Council [Website]. Retrieved 25 January 2015 from:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session28/Pages/28RegularSession.aspx

This source links to the official page of the 28" Regular Session of the United Nations Human

Rights Council, which will be held from 2 to 27 of March 2015. It contains a diversity of useful

information, especially for delegates during the month leading up to the conference. Delegates

should take the time to explore extensively the various information offered on this website in order

to gain a broader understanding of HRC’s mandate, actions, sessions, meetings, subsidiary
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bodies, statements, and news. In particular, a list of reports which will be discussed and reviewed
during the 28" session, as well as the current agenda for the conference are available.
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I. Advancing International Human Rights to Protect against Discrimination Based on
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity

Introduction

Despite significant progress made in the field of advancing human rights to protect against discrimination based on
sexual orientation and gender identity (SOGI), it is important to highlight that lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
and intersex (LGBTI) people across the globe remain particularly vulnerable to violations of their fundamental
human rights.*> The 2013 International Conference on Human Rights, Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity
provided a summary of conclusions after a series of consultations with the intent of designing mechanisms to
combat discrimination based on SOGI.*® These included creating local and national policies and actions to
implement recommendations by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and identifying
opportunities to advance international human rights law to protect human rights in relation to SOGI more
effectively.”

Human Rights Council (HRC) resolution 27/32 on “Human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity,” adopted
on 26 September 2014, called upon the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to update the report
entitled “Discriminatory laws and practices and acts of violence against individuals based on their sexual orientation
and gender identity” and to present the results of this update at the Council’s 29" session.*® This resolution was
considered an important accomplishment for advancing LGBTI rights, as it specifically identifies violence and
discrimination based on SOGI as critical issues that need to be addressed by the international community.*’ In
addition, the General Assembly Third Committee stressed the critical function of the family in developing
understandings of SOGI, particularly in relation to children, families and socioeconomic development.* This is
especially important, as studies have suggested that LGBTI people are more likely to experience socioeconomic
disadvantages, such as discrimination in the workplace and youth homelessness."!

Key documents that continue to underpin this topic include the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966), the Yogyakarta Principles on the Application of
International Human Rights Law in relation to Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (2006), and HRC resolution
17/19 on “Human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity” (2011).* The Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) supports and facilitates coordination between the numerous United
Nations (UN) human rights mechanisms, including the HRC, that work to combat discrimination based on SOGL.*
In the United Kingdom, the Forum for Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Equality in Post-School Education
recommended a series of steps to advance SOGI equality in schools.* These steps emphasized creating goals for
SOGI equality and engaging in public actions and commitments, such as in public policies and procedures, to tackle
homophobia, transphobia, biphobia, bullying, and other forms of harassment.* This is important not only for

% International Commission of Jurists, Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity.
j: International Conference on Human Rights, Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity, Co-chairs’ summary of conclusions, 2013.
Ibid.

* OHCHR, Human Rights Council adopts resolution on sexual orientation and gender identity and concludes twenty-seventh
session, 2014; UN Human Rights Council, Human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity (A/HRC/RES/27/32),
2014.

¥ ARC International, 27" session of the Human Rights Council, 2014.

“ UN DPI, General Assembly, Observing Anniversary of International Year, Stresses Essential Role of Family in Socioeconomic
Development, Argues Over Its Proper Definition, 2014.

! American Psychological Association, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Persons & Socioeconomic Status.

“2 UN General Assembly, Universal Declaration of Human Rights (A/RES/217 A (III)), 1948; UN General Assembly,
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (A/RES/2200 (XX1)), 1966; Yogyakarta Principles on the
Application of International Human Rights Law in relation to Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity, 2006; UN
Human Rights Council, Human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity (A/HRC/RES/17/19), 2011.

“ OHCHR, The Role of the United Nations in Combatting Discrimination and Violence against Individuals Based on Sexual
Orientation and Gender Identity, 2014.

* The Forum for Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Equality in Post-School Education, 12 Steps Guidance to Advancing

i Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Equality, 2013.
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combatting discrimination among students in schools from an early age, but also for raising awareness of the issue
among parents and other family members.*

Recent Developments

On 25 September 2014, the UN Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Core Group Ministerial Event took place
to discuss the future steps in moving forward to combat homophobia and transphobia.*” Foreign ministers and other
high-level state representatives from several UN Member States attended the event. In his video message to the
attendees of the event, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon stated, “The fight against discrimination lies at the core of
the mission of the United Nations.”*® He added that eradicating homophobia and transphobia is “a great human
rights cause” and noted that 76 countries (almost 40% of UN Member States) around the globe still criminalize
same-sex relationships and exhibit “deeply disturbing patterns of violence and discriminatory laws and practices.
The event was part of the UN Free & Equal campaign, a global public education initiative for LGBTI equality,
which has reached more than one billion people worldwide to promote fair treatment and generate support for
LGBTI people.™

99549

In November 2014, human rights groups welcomed growing international support for condemning acts of violence
and killings based on SOGI in light of relevant work by the General Assembly Third Committee.” On 18 December
2014, on the report of the Third Committee, the General Assembly adopted resolution 69/182 on “Extrajudicial,
summary or arbitrary executions,” which urged all states “[t]o ensure the effective protection of the right to life of
all persons” and to investigate all killings as required by international law, including those targeted at persons
because of their sexual orientation or gender identity.” The issue of the right to life is being featured in ongoing
discussions within the HRC, and at the UN more broadly, particularly in issues pertaining to SOGL.> As outlined by
Ruth Baldaccinho, co-secretary general of the International Lesbian Gay Bisexual Trans and Intersex Association
(ILGA), the advancement of the issue of LGBTI rights at the UN depends upon the acceptance of Member States
that all human beings, including LGBTI people, have the same basic and inalienable rights and freedoms.*

Also in November 2014, OHCHR published a paper summarizing the work of UN entities on LGBTI rights in recent
years.”> An extremely comprehensive document with regard to its widespread approach and detailed scope, it also
includes different aspects of human rights such as sexual and reproductive rights, National Human Rights
Institutions, and combatting HIV, among others.” The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) also released a
position paper in November 2014 on discrimination against children and parents based on sexual orientation and/or
gender identity.” This paper detailed that discrimination based on SOGI significantly affects children and youth and
increases their risk of experiencing marginalization, assault, abuse, and exploitation.™ This illustrates a trend within
the UN to focus on education and youth awareness campaigns, such as the aforementioned Free & Equal Campaign,
as children will shape the future for generations to come.

“ The Forum for Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Equality in Post-School Education, 12 Steps Guidance to Advancing
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Equality, 2013.

7 United Nations Free & Equal Campaign, Ban Ki-Moon's Call to World Leaders at the UN, 2014.

jz UN DPI, Ban says world must press ahead on equal rights for LGBT community, 2014.

Ibid.

%9 OHCHR, The Role of the United Nations in Combatting Discrimination and Violence against Individuals Based on Sexual
Orientation and Gender Identity, 2014.

*! International Service for Human Rights, UN General Assembly: Rights groups welcome condemnation of killing of LGBT
persons, 2014.

52 Ibid.; UN General Assembly, Extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions (A/RES/69/182), 2014,

53 International Service for Human Rights, UN General Assembly: Rights groups welcome condemnation of killing of LGBT
persons, 2014.

** Ibid.

> OHCHR, The Role of the United Nations in Combatting Discrimination and Violence against Individuals Based on Sexual
Orientation and Gender Identity, 2014.

56 11.:
Ibid.
ST UNICEF, Eliminating Discrimination against Children and Parents Based on Sexual Orientation and/or Gender Identity,
2014.
** Ibid.
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In December 2014, the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC) held a breakfast for
LGBT advocates and delegates from non-Western countries to share concerns for human rights abuses worldwide
and stories from people affected by violence and discrimination who are often ignored or silenced in their country.”
Additionally, LGBT advocates spoke at a UN commemorative event for Human Rights Day on 10 December 2014,
hosted by the LGBT Core Group, OHCHR, the European Union, Human Rights Watch, and IGLHRC.* The theme
for the event was “Love is a Family Value,” which highlighted how discriminatory attitudes often break up family
units and put millions of young people and children worldwide at risk.'

Conclusion

This topic has recently proven relevant to the human rights agenda and the international community as a whole.
Many UN agencies have observed how important it is to include and mainstream the issue of LGBTI rights within
the human rights agenda and develop inclusive policies so that those vulnerable groups have access to the same
treatment and benefits as others.”” It is also an issue closely linked with development, as “it is estimated that LGBT
people receive less than one-one hundredth of 1 percent of all development funding.”® Thus, several approaches can
be taken with regard to the topic at hand and delegates will be able to address a wide range of issues stemming from
the central theme.

% International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission, Media Advisory: Global LGBT Leaders to Speak Out at United
Nations, 2014.

“ Ibid.

¢! European Union Delegation to the UN, Human Rights Day Event at the UN: Love is a Family Value, 2014.

82 European Parliament, Report on the EU Roadmap against homophobia and discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation
and gender identity (2013/2183(INI)), 2014.

8 USAID, Inclusive Development: Advancing LGBTI Human Rights.
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I1. Protecting Migrant Workers
Introduction

On December 18, 2014 (International Migrants Day), the United Nations (UN) Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
delivered his annual address on the status of migrants worldwide.* In his speech, the Secretary-General called
attention to the unfair and precarious situations in which migrants live.* Discrimination, inadequate shelter, limited
access to medical care, and exploitation by violent groups are just a few of the obstacles that stand between migrants
and a positive integration into their host countries.® As recalled by the UN Secretary-General, the post-2015
development agenda and its theme of “leaving no one behind” are inclusive of migrants and their human rights."’
Both the ratification of the International Convention on Protection of Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members
of Their Families (ICRMW) by all UN Member States, and the creation of proper migration channels are necessary
to improve the condition of the 232 million migrants worldwide.®® Additionally, the International Organization for
Migration (IOM) published a report explaining its position on the post-2015 development agenda, citing that
migrants should be included in the post-2015 development agenda and that human migration is an integral part of
the human social experience.” IOM strongly urges all States to implement transparent and nondiscriminatory
migration policies into their development frameworks.”

Recent Developments

In August 2014, UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants Frangois Crépeau presented his report
(A/69/302) on the human rights of migrants to the 69™ session of the UN General Assembly (GA). The report
explains how the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) excluded human rights from its framework, consequently
marginalizing migrants’ from the benefits of human rights protection.”’ Reasons for this omission include both:
human rights not included as a foundation of the MDGs and the MDGs failing to properly target the root causes of
inequalities.”” As a result, human rights have become a central focus for the post-2015 development agenda.” In
particular, Crépeau mentions that regardless of legal status or administrative circumstances, all migrants should
benefit from human rights protections within their host country.” The upcoming agenda encourages governments to
pursue legal channels of migration, as well as improve overall conditions for migrant workers and their families.”

The UN Secretary-General published his synthesis report on the post-2015 sustainable development agenda in
December 2014.7° Recognizing that the MDGs overlooked certain groups of vulnerable people, this report reinforces
the idea of “leaving no one behind,” and names migrants among other marginalized groups as key participants in the
establishment of the sustainable development goals.”” Moreover, as the Secretary-General highlighted, with
economic growth as an objective in the post-2015 sustainable development agenda, it is imperative to provide legal,

% United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, Speech by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on International Migrants
Day on 18 December 2014,2014.

% Ibid.

% OHCHR, Open, safe and regular migration channels crucial to stop human rights violations against migrants — International
Migrants Day, 2014.

67 United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, Speech by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on International Migrants
Day on 18 December 2014, 2014.

% Ibid.

:Z I0OM, IOM Position on the post-2015 United Nations development agenda, 2013.

Ibid.

! United Nations, General Assembly, Human rights of migrants: Report of the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of
migrants (4/69/302), 2014.

7 Ibid.

7 Ibid.

7 Ibid.

" Ibid.

7 Ibid.

"7 UN, General Assembly, The road to dignity by 2030: ending poverty, transforming all lives and protecting the planet
(A4/69/700), 2014.
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social, and financial protection for migrants due to their important role in the economic health of a country and on
stable employment.”

In his statement at the IOM New York Migration Series, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,
Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein noted that the post-2015 sustainable development framework needs to include migrants in its
agenda, otherwise it has the potential to fail the objective of “leaving no one behind.”” Al Hussein also states that
some governments do not have relevant policies on migrant workers due to a mistaken belief that irregular migrants
negatively impact the economy by fraudulently using social services.*” As recent studies completed by OHCHR
have revealed, migrant workers do not usually move abroad with intent to undermine current legal processes, but
rather are forced to work undesirable jobs in order to provide for themselves and their families.®" Further, these
migrants are subject to discriminatory workplace labor policies and lack of access to education, healthcare, and
housing, which subsequently leaves them vulnerable and without the social support necessary for a positive
integration process.” This current system creates stark social inequalities that are counterproductive to migrant
integration.®* Al Hussein states that the post-2015 sustainable development agenda is an opportunity to rectify these
inequalities in human rights framework™

Migration and Youth

Of the 232 million migrants worldwide, about 12% of them are youth (ages 15-24).*° The long-term effects of
migration on youth migrants depend upon whether the entire migration process was positive or negative.* With the
global North experiencing low fertility rates and aging populations and the global South experiencing higher birth
rates and possessing a large youth population, the need for expanded legal migration channels is apparent.”’ On 18
December 2014, the Global Migration Group (GMG) published the first extensive study on youth and migration, the
result of two years of research.® In this report, the Global Migration Group (GMG) calls for governments to
incorporate youth migration into policies concerning migration.” The GMG also asks stakeholders in all countries
involved in the migration process to cooperate on the improvement of migration channels.”” Labor and social
protections are also integral to the youth migration process.” Ultimately, a crucial element to improving the lives of
youth migrant workers is the inclusion of migration policy and protection in the post-2015 sustainable development
agenda.”

Ratification of ICRMW

December 18, 2015 is the 25 anniversary of the International Convention on Protection of Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families.” To date, ICRMW has received 47 ratifications.” Ratification of ICRMW
is imperative to the creation and maintenance of migration policies.”” The Migration Forum in Asia is partnering
with several civil service organizations (CSOs) to spearhead “Step It Up: Dignity, Rights, Development,” a yearlong
campaign focusing on the rights of migrant workers and the promotion of ICRMW ratification.”® The 25

" UN, General Assembly, The road to dignity by 2030: ending poverty, transforming all lives and protecting the planet
(4/69/700), 2014.

" OHCHR, Speech by High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein at the IOM New York Migration Series on
17 December 2014, 2014.

* Ibid.
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* Ibid.

% Global Migration Group, Migration and Youth: Challenges and Opportunities Executive Summary, 2014, p. 2.

% Ibid., p. 3.

% Ibid., pp. 3-4.

8 Global Migration Group, Global Migration Group releases new book on youth and migration, 2014.

% Global Migration Group, Migration and Youth: Challenges and Opportunities Conclusion, 2014, p. 2.
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% Migrant Forum in Asia, About | Step It Up: Dignity, Rights, Development, 2014.
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anniversary of ICRMW helps this campaign revive support for ratification.” Its themes include: promotion of
ICRMW ratification, children of migrant workers, migrant domestic workers, contributions of migrant workers in
countries of origin and destination, and forced labor.” This campaign is highlighting migrants’ human rights as a
crosscutting issue pertaining to other issues such as equality.”

Regional framework

A joint project between the Migration Policy Institute and the International Labour Organization produced a recent
report on integrating migrant workers into the European workforce.'® Much of Europe is still recovering from an
economic recession and the focus on immigration policy has weakened in some of these countries.'”" There are
integration systems in place in several European countries to offer migrant workers steady employment and social
assimilation, however these programs are limited in reach, often benefitting migrants skilled in a specific field of
work.'” Successful public employment systems (PES) assist migrant workers beyond finding a job; child care,
upward mobility, and career support are all issues that are included in the migrant worker’s experience in
assimilating in the country of destination.'” Though the issue of integrating migrant workers into the workforce is
complex, this report found that the improvement of career support and opportunities for social upward mobility with
the cooperation of governments and service providers could have a positive impact on migrant workers’
assimilation.'®

The Regional Conference on Migration held a workshop in Guatemala on 19 December 2014, during which IOM
presented its International Recruitment Integrity System (IRIS).'” IRIS is a framework that maintains transparency
in job recruitment for migrants.'® This voluntary system uses a set of principles as a means of accreditation for
members.'”” The principles include: respect for workers’ rights, no fees charged for service rendered, and no
retention of jobseekers’ documents.'® Migrants will be able to readily differentiate between IRIS-accredited and
non-accredited employers and agencies.'” Migrants within the Americas often face illegal recruiting practices and
pay excessive fees to recruiting agencies; the implementation of IRIS would help to curb such practices.'"

Conclusion

On 18 December 2014, a group of experts called for the protection of the human rights of migrants and their families
as well as the ratification of international and regional frameworks on the issue.'"" State policies that limit
immigration and fail to protect the human rights of migrants leave them in precarious situations.'” The ratification
of ICRMW and relevant regional policies is vital to the advancement of migrant workers’ human rights.'” With the
UN Secretary-General’s point to include migrants in the post-2015 sustainable development agenda and the push for
ICMRW ratification, the status of migrant workers’ human rights is at a pivotal point in history."* As High
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Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein stated in his speech at the IOM New York Migration
Series, “there is no such thing as an illegal human being.”'"®

'S OHCHR, Open, safe and regular migration channels crucial to stop human rights violations against migrants — International
Migrants Day, 2014.
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topic of migrant workers’ rights. This source is useful in that it shows the direction that OHCHR

is taking on this issue. Delegates should consider the High Commissioner’s words when forming

possible avenues of action for HRC.

United Nations, General Assembly, Sixty-ninth session. (2014). Report of the Special Rapporteur on the human

rights of migrants (4/69/302). Retrieved 3 January 2015 from: http://undocs.org/a/69/302
This report gives details of the Special Rapporteur’s activities and findings from 2013 and 2014.
Crépeau makes a case for the inclusion of migrants into the post-2015 development agenda,
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should consider this source in detail, seeing as the Special Rapporteur is an expert in this field
and has delivered a large amount of useful data and findings on this topic. His report should be
taken into consideration when discussing the integration of migrants into the post-2015
development agenda.

United Nations, General Assembly, Sixty-ninth session. (2014). The road to dignity by 2030: ending poverty,
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in the post-2015 development agenda. By including six specific components within the agenda
(people, dignity, prosperity, planet, partnership, and justice), the United Nations has ensured that

17



NMUN - NY

all matters of human rights are covered within the new framework. The Secretary-General places
emphasis on partnership and cooperation to reach the goals by 2030. This source is useful in that
it provides a roadmap for actions by the United Nations concerning the post-2015 development
agenda.
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I1I. Promoting and Protecting Human Rights in Post-Conflict Societies
Introduction

The promotion and protection of human rights in post-conflict societies is a multifaceted challenge that calls for
comprehensive solutions in various interrelated fields. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon highlighted the interrelation
between development, human rights, and security at a United Nations Security Council (UNSC) meeting in January
2015."® In post-conflict societies, where grave acts of violence and human rights violations have destroyed the
social fabric, this insight translates into the need to foster trust between communities by ensuring social, political,
and economic inclusion and by promoting women’s participation in reconciliation and reconstruction efforts. '’
Similar priorities were outlined three months prior by Mr. Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein, United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, in his opening address at the 27™ session of the Human Rights Council (HRC).
He emphasized the need to promote accountability for human rights violations and to foster reconciliation in post-
conflict states.'"” This update highlights key developments and events in recent months that are related to the
protection and promotion of human rights in post-conflict settings. The role of women in peacebuilding drew greater
attention from the international community due to relevant reports, a related General Assembly resolution, and an
open panel discussion of the UNSC on women as leaders in post-conflict societies.'” Additionally, the importance
of transitional justice and rule of law was underpinned by one resolution and two reports on the issue, as well as
through an expert panel of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the revisiting of the Rwandan
case through meetings of the General Assembly.'”!

118

A number of United Nations (UN) entities have recently considered various aspects of this topic. The importance of
post-conflict reconciliation and justice for human rights was underlined in HRC resolution 27/3, which extended the
mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-recurrence.'*
General Assembly resolution 69/147 on “Intensification of efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women
and girls” emphasized the potential gains from a greater involvement of women in transitional justice mechanisms
and peacebuilding efforts.'” The Secretary-General recently submitted reports on women and peace and security
(S/2014/693) and peacebuilding in the aftermath of conflict (A/69/399-S/2014/694), both of which elaborate on the
need for institution-building, democratic reform, rule of law, access to justice, and accountability for past human
rights violations in the context of peacebuilding.'* The Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice,
reparation and guarantees of non-recurrence, Mr. Pablo de Greiff, submitted his report to the General Assembly
(A/69/518), in which he addresses the issues of impunity, truth, and reconciliation and recommends placing human
rights at the center of reparation programmes.'* Furthermore, numerous entities, including the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF), the World Bank Group (WBG), and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
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Europe (OSCE), have been engaged in the topic either as platforms for discussion, as providers of funding, or as
coordinators of concrete projects. '

Beyond the International Bill of Human Rights, which outlines human rights guarantees in times of peace,
international humanitarian law provides the foundation of post-conflict judicial persecution.'”’ The Fourth Geneva
Convention (1949) and the related Additional Protocols (1977), as well as the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court (1998), represent a selection of the international documents governing the legal conduct of war,
providing for protection of vulnerable groups, and enabling criminal prosecution in the aftermath of conflict.'”® The
key HRC resolution 22/16 on “Promotion and protection of human rights in post-disaster and post-conflict
situations” requested the HRC Advisory Committee to draft a report on the issue, which will be presented at the 28"
session of the HRC in March 2015.'” The progress report, which was delivered in 2014, identified the needs of
vulnerable groups, reconstruction efforts, and access to water as priorities.'*’

To explore the contribution of reconciliation to transitional justice, UNDP hosted a three-day expert consultation in
Johannesburg from 2 to 5 September 2014, themed “Reconciliation as a mechanism for conflict prevention and
peacebuilding.”"*' The General Assembly met twice in the final quarter of 2014 to discuss the annual report of the
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, putting the issue of post-conflict prosecution of human rights violations
in the spotlight.”** The role of women in post-conflict societies was highlighted on 28 October 2014 at the UNSC's
annual Open Debate on Women, Peace and Security, titled “Displaced Women and Girls: Leaders and Survivors.”'*
In the context of the International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists, which takes place annually
on 2 November, the Council of Europe, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), and civil society organizations (CSOs) hosted a regional conference in Tunis from 3 to 4 November
2014 on the situation in the Maghreb countries.'**

Recent Developments

The role of women in post-conflict Afghanistan

Conlflicts and the phase of instability following conflict have a different impact on men and women."** In post-
conflict societies, women and girls are more vulnerable to human rights violations and are less likely to have a stake
in the peace and reconstruction process.”*® Acts of sexual violence against women often go unpunished in this
phase."” The present situation in Afghanistan illustrates how gender discrimination in post-conflict societies leads to
the denial of fundamental human rights.

At the beginning of November 2014, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, Ms. Rashida Manjoo, paid
a nine-day visit to Afghanistan."*® Upon her return, she stated that despite positive legislative and institutional
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developments, there was much left to be desired in implementation."** She particularly deplored the lack of
accountability for crimes committed against women and girls in public and private spheres.'* Similarly, on 28
October 2014 at the UNSC's Open Debate on Women, Peace and Security, the Executive Director of UN-W, Ms.
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, emphasized the need to promote gender equality, as the empowerment of women is the
best chance for sustainable development in the aftermath of conflict."" The issue was also addressed at the London
Afghanistan Conference, which took place from 3 to 4 December 2014, where government representatives and civil
society groups discussed the future path of Afghanistan after the withdrawal of North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) troops.'* In conjunction with the conference, the British and Irish Agencies Afghanistan Group (BAAG)
hosted a civil society engagement event that explored the role of women’s rights CSOs in the rebuilding of Afghan
society."”® The BAAG also launched a report entitled “Getting it Right: Examining Gender Programming in
Afghanistan,” which provides guidelines for mainstreaming gender and human rights in development.'* A week
before the London Conference, Oxfam published a report which recommends safeguarding women’s rights as the
peace process in Afghanistan shifts from international engagement to domestic dialogue with militant, Islamist
groups, such as the Taliban.'*® The report, titled “Behind Closed Doors: The risk of denying women a voice in
determining Afghanistan’s future,” proposes involving women at all levels of decision-making, establishing a 30%
quota for female political representatives, increasing funding from international donors, and ensuring that all
reconciliation and reintegration processes take women’s rights into account.'*

Justice, reconciliation, and reintegration in Burundi

In post-conflict societies, the need to redress a legacy of large-scale human rights violations is often accomplished
through transitional justice mechanisms, including truth commissions, judicial persecution, reparations, and
reforms.'*” Ongoing events in Burundi exemplify challenges and opportunities concerning transitional justice.

In November 2014, Mr. Michel Forst, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, assessed the
state of affairs in Burundi and deplored the difficult situation of human rights activists in the country, which has
experienced several periods of grave violence since its independence in 1962."** Human rights defenders are
regarded as political opponents by the governing parties and face acts of defamation and harassment.'* Mr. Forst
sees fundamental rights, such as freedom of expression, freedom of assembly, and liberty of association, under
threat and calls upon the Burundian authorities to embrace CSOs as vital components of a functioning democracy.'*
In concluding observations on Burundi’s second periodic review, which took place at the beginning of October
2014, the Human Rights Committee noted substantial shortcomings in Burundi’s judicial system, which denied
people basic provisions pertaining to access to justice and legal safeguards.”®' On 16 December 2014, Mr. de Greiff
concluded his first visit to Burundi and presented his findings on the post-conflict development of the country.'>
Concerning the mandate of Burundi’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, he warned against overemphasizing
pardons and jeopardizing the truth-finding function of the Commission.'”® He pointed to the danger of temporary
immunities impeding the establishment of justice and called for an inclusive process, open to CSOs and accessible
to victims regardless of their individual background.”* Also, he underscored the multifaceted nature of transitional
justice, which must be complemented by a swift reparation program and guarantees of non-recurrence, such as
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demobilization and reintegration.'>> A recently published study by the World Bank Group on the reintegration of ex-
combatants in the Great Lakes Region showed that, despite an overall positive trajectory, ex-combatants find it
harder to make progress in social integration than in economic terms."*® The report found that young ex-combatants
find it significantly harder than adults to reintegrate.'”’ It further stated that both female civilians and female ex-
combatants often experience greater disadvantages than their male counterparts, as women face stigma and
traditional values that constitute structural barriers to successful reintegration.'™®

Post-conflict societies also face problems pertaining to governance and elections as well as social, economic, and
cultural rights." In the case of Burundi, the country has the chance to make a significant step forward by ensuring
that the 2015 elections are conducted in a peaceful and credible fashion.'® The country’s democratization efforts are
supported by a UN Electoral Observation Mission and the UN Peacebuilding Fund.'®' UN Under-Secretary-General
for Political Affairs, Mr. Jeffrey Feltman, reported on the situation in Burundi at a UNSC meeting in January.'®?
Besides the need for electoral support, a wider slate of issues including access to health and education will have to
be addressed in order to progress towards a universal realization of human rights. '’

Conclusion

The topic at hand is multifaceted and approached by various entities from different angles. The UNSC and the
Peacebuilding Commission apply a security-oriented focus, whereas the General Assembly and the HRC put a
greater emphasis on the rights of particular groups.'® Most recently, there has been a strong focus on women’s
rights and female empowerment in the context of peacebuilding.'® Both case studies show that this trend is justified,
as all involved institutions have noted both the particular challenges women face and the untapped potential of
female engagement in post-conflict peacebuilding and human rights protection.'® Findings further suggest that
justice and reconciliation also have an economic, social, and cultural dimension that need to be addressed in order to
achieve fulfillment of all human rights.'”’
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