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General Assembly First Committee 

Introduction  

The General Assembly (GA) First Committee held its 69th meeting from 6 October to 5 November 2014. The 
General Assembly on its 62nd plenary meeting adopted the First Committee’s 57 resolutions and six decisions.1 This 
update will review the outcomes of the most recent session in order to gain insight into how the General Assembly 
manages disarmament and international security. It will especially detail the progress made in the field of nuclear 
disarmament as well as security in outer space and cyberspace.2 Finally, this update will explain which actors are 
responsible for implementing the First Committee’s recommendations. 

Recent Activities 

During the First Committee’s 69th meeting, items on the agenda included topics focusing on regional matters such as 
the promotion of a nuclear weapon free zone in Africa and Middle East and the maintenance of international 
security in Southeastern Europe. It also discussed global issues such as the prevention of an arms race in outer space, 
the role of science and technology in the context of international security and disarmament, and the necessity to 
revitalize the conference on disarmament and multilateral negotiations.3  
 
Many conferences took place to coincide with the 69th meeting on specific topics of interest to this committee. For 
example, the 2014 Conference on Disarmament was held from 10 to 12 September.4 Its work focused on its 
permanent agenda regarding nuclear disarmament, transparency, the limitation of weapons of mass destruction, and 
the prevention of an arms race in outer space.5 The First Committee in its draft resolutions emphasized the 
conclusions of the Conference on Disarmament.6 It recognized the conference as the appropriate negotiating forum 
for issues disarmament, and therefore highlighted its role in establishing a working group on the matter for its next 
session.7  
 
Also, on 17 October, the European Union Delegation to the United Nations (UN) reiterated its will to develop “an 
international code of conduct as a contribution to transparency and confidence-building measures in outer space.”8 
The origins of this code of conduct date back to March 2014, but the current draft is currently under discussion 
during rounds of consultations.9 Another recent example of the EU’s work on this topic was the introduction of the 
iTrace Global Weapons Reporting System on 23 October.10 iTrace is a project funded by the European Union that 
develops a system of field investigations to provide decision-makers with accurate information.11 Such an example 
highlights the diplomatic role of the European Union in trying to set regional initiatives on the international scale 
within the General Assembly,  
 
Finally, the third conference Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons conference was held in Vienna, Austria, on 
8-9 December 2014.12 Following the 2013 Oslo conference held on 4-5 March and the 2014 Nayarit conference held 
on 13-14 February 2014, the Vienna program focused on the impact of nuclear testing and the risk of nuclear 
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weapons use.13 Participants also assessed existing international legal instruments, such as the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) (1968), in order to raise awareness and spread a sense of urgency 
regarding the ban of nuclear weapons.14 This echoed the conclusion made at the General Assembly on what the 2015 
Review Conference will have on the agenda.15  

Recent Policy Outcomes 

The thematic debate led to decisions on the importance of prevention and having a strong doctrine surrounding the 
use of nuclear weapons and the necessity to set up a framework around information and communication 
technologies to prevent cyber warfare.16  
 
Specifically, the First Committee highlighted several points related to nuclear disarmament. One outcome stressed 
preventing nuclear weapons from falling into the hands of terrorists groups by ratifying the International Convention 
for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (2007).17 In addition, a report was called for from the Secretary-
General, which will compile all measures that have to be implemented in order to prevent the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction (WMD) in the context of a fight against terrorism.18 Member States also agreed on the 
necessity of decreasing the operational readiness of nuclear weapons systems.19 In this regard, the committee 
recognized the importance the 2015 Review Conference of the Parties to the NPT will play in taking further 
practical steps to eventually remove every nuclear weapon from high alert status.20 Finally, the committee requested 
a review of nuclear doctrine among nuclear weapons Member States to reduce the risk of unintentional and 
accidental use of nuclear weapons, and the committee reaffirmed the diminishing role for nuclear weapons in 
security policies.21 Member States also took the opportunity to recognize the beginning of discussions by 
governmental experts around a treaty banning the production of fissile material.22 
 
The focus on cyber warfare in the thematic debate led to the conclusion that regulating the production of 
communication technologies was becoming essential.23 As measures of regulation, confidence-building measures 
were at the heart of the debate.24 The promotion of specific transparency measures was agreed upon, as adapted 
instruments both to maintain the benefits of a connected society and to transfer knowledge related to economic and 
social development.25 

Implementation of General Assembly First Committee Outcomes 

The First Committee’s resolutions and decisions are passed to the General Assembly Plenary, which then debates 
and adopts them, after which the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) implements outcomes.26 
UNODA works to support norm setting in the area of disarmament.27 UNODA favors the development and 
implementation of practical measures, once they have been decided upon, and it follows up on Member States 
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agreements and activities in this field.28 As an example, UNODA created a workshop in Cambodia (18-19 
November 2014) to prepare for the entry into force of the Arms Trade Treaty on 24 December 2014 and facilitate 
ratification in the Asia-Pacific region.29 International legal experts during these workshops assess what is needed in 
national legislation to comply with the treaty.30 This way, they take a step towards the implementation of 
international instruments being debated and adopted within the First Committee and General Assembly Plenary.31  

Conclusion 

The 69th session was constructive for the First Committee in order to “revitalize the United Nations disarmament 
machinery” by addressing various situations around the world, nuclear disarmament, specific measures for the 
Middle East and South-Eastern Europe, and even cyberspace and outer space.32 The First Committee continues to 
play an important role in ensuring dialogue and promoting consensus on international security involving more and 
more technology and confidence-building measures. 
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Nuclear Threat Initiative (2014). United Nations First Committee [Website]. Retrieved 21 December 2014 from: 
http://www.nti.org/treaties-and-regimes/un-first-committee/ 

The Nuclear Threat Initiative is a non-profit organization providing important resources on the 
prevention of the spread of nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons in a spirit of building trust 
and transparency. This page summarizes recent developments and new resolutions of the First 
Committee for each year, which will be useful for delegates to understand the most recent session. 
Because this source presents these updates a timeline, it also useful for delegates to review how 
recent developments fit into previous work on this topic.  
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Peace and Freedom (WILPF), and it gathers reports on the First Committee’s activities. These 
reports are a great primary source for delegates to analyze the work of the First Committee. There 
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analyzing themes debated within the First Committee. Delegates should also pay attention to the 
side event reports, and, especially in this edition, on the report on international peace and security 
in cyberspace. 

United Nations, General Assembly, Sixty-ninth session (2014). Report of the Conference on Disarmament, A/69/27. 
Retrieved 21 December 2014 from: http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/69/27 

This report of the Conference on Disarmament is a great resource for delegates to review the 
work of the 2014 Conference. The Conference has three sessions: in January for 10 weeks, May 
for 7 weeks, and July for 7 weeks. The report is divided into various sections, depending on the 
agenda of the conference, and related to topics being discussed. Delegates should pay attention to 
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confidence-building measures.  

United Nations, Meetings Coverage and Press Releases. (2 December 2014). General Assembly adopts 63 Drafts on 
First Committee’s Recommendations with nuclear disarmament at core of several recorded votes [Meeting Report]. 
Retrieved 22 December 2014 from: http://www.un.org/press/en/2014/ga11593.doc.htm 

This meeting coverage highlights the fact that nuclear disarmament was at the heart of the debate 
of the 69th session of the First Committee. It details the various drafts that were adopted and gives 
an overview of the documents and the consensus they gathered within the committee. It is useful 
for delegates to find an assessment of all voting procedures within one resource.  
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I. Prohibiting Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems 
 
Introduction 
 
Today’s use of autonomous weapons systems challenges the regulations of air space control in the realm of 
international law and arms control.33 Increasingly the use of autonomous weapons systems also calls into question 
international human rights law. Moreover, technical advances that allow for lethal autonomous weapons systems 
(LAWS) pose new questions and issues, specifically as unmanned weapons systems have the potential to carry out 
attacks without warning.34 Proliferation of armed drones needs to be contained in order to prevent qualitative 
advances towards an arms race.35 Because of all of these implications, the international community has hotly 
debated this topic in light of the importance of safety, freedom, and sovereignty for all.36 Therefore, this update will 
consider recent action addressing this issue by the international system.  
 
Most recently, the issue of LAWS was addressed at the annual meeting of the Convention on Certain Conventional 
Weapons (CCW) held from 11 to 14 November 2014 in Geneva.37 This was an important meeting as delegates 
worked to decide, “in which framework the talks on LAWS should be continued.”38 Ultimately, this meeting ended 
in consensus to continue discussing this issue through the CCW forum with a meeting planned for 13-17 April 
2015.39 Concerns around the use of lethal autonomous weapons systems were also recently highlighted at the 2015 
World Economic Forum in Davos, where it was the first time “world leaders from government, business, and civil 
society has considered the challenges posed by weapons systems that select targets and use force without further 
human intervention.”40 The forum also included a section on “artificial intelligence – rise of the machines” in its 
2015 Global Risks report released in parallel with the conference.41 
 
Civil society has also been particularly active recently on this issue. For example, the Campaign to Stop Killer 
Robots worked at the 2015 World Economic Forum in Davos, by participating in forums, and other forums to 
heightened visibility of this issue on the international stage.”42 Additionally, in November the Geneva Academy of 
International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights authored a briefing paper regarding legal dimensions on 
autonomous weapons that followed up on the Geneva Academy.43 Finally, in November “more than 70 faith leaders 
of various denominations including Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa endorsed an interfaith call to 
action against fully autonomous weapons.”44 This shows that “[i]n these ways civil society is trying to push for 
states to take action where international discussions may fail.45 In particular, considering the upcoming 2015 CCW 
meeting, organizations such as this are focusing on wanting to see “meaningful human control to be a subject of 
continued concern at the next expert meeting.”46 
 
Recent Developments 
 
As recent events and debate demonstrate, the international community has become increasingly concerned about the 
possibility that rapid advances in lethal autonomous weapons have already occurred or will quickly be possible. This 
was highlighted in the World Economic Forum of Global Risks 2015 Report, which indicates that “several nations 
are working towards the development of lethal autonomous weapons systems that can assess information, choose 
targets and open fire without human intervention.”47 This was discussed even more explicitly at the CCW 

                                                             
33 Bieri & Dickow, Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems: Future Challenges, 2014.  
34 Ibid.  
35 Ibid. 
36 Ibid. 
37 Morley, More Scrutiny for Autonomous Weapons, 2014.  
38 Bieri & Dickow, Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems: Future Challenges, 2014, p. 1.  
39 Human Rights Watch, UN: ‘Killer Robot’ Talks Go Forward, Slowly, 2014.  
40 Campaign to Stop Killer Robots, Davos considers killer robots, 2015.  
41 Ibid. 
42 Wareham, Killer Robots: Why The World Should Ban Autonomous Weapons Systems, 2014. 
43 Campaign to Stop Killer Robots, 2014: A year of progress, 2014. 
44 Ibid. 
45 Ibid.; Bieri & Dickow, Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems: Future Challenges, 2014.    
46 Article 36, Need for meaningful human control over weapons highlighted by AI experts, 2015. 
47 Campaign to Stop Killer Robots, Davos considers killer robots, 2015   
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conference in November where several countries, led by the European Union, warned of “the potential dangers of 
this rapidly advancing technology.” Additionally, much recent debate focused on the extent to which these new 
weapons systems already exist. In Geneva in 2014, “[o]ne key difference among the speakers was whether lethal 
autonomous systems are already in use.”48 The delegations from Cuba and Palestine discussed the issue of 
autonomous systems in relation to drones, potentially suggesting that lethal autonomous systems have already been 
deployed.49 Claims were specifically made on how American and Israeli drones, which are used for armed conflicts 
in Pakistan and the Gaza Strip, qualify as “autonomous or semiautonomous weapons.”50 The Palestinian delegation 
argues that these drones are being used illegally for the targeting of their people.51 Adel Atieh, a Palestinian 
representative, discussed how observational towers, “are equipped with automatic gun machines with lethal 
autonomous capabilities.”52 He also highlighted the death toll of the farmers in the area that were killed by the 
machines.53 Civil society organizations, led by Human Rights Watch, contended that only a total ban would address 
these issues posed by such weapons systems.54 Given all of these concerns, many groups hope that the April 2015 
discussion will have a greater “sense of urgency” and lead to either this ban or at least, as the Campaign to Ban 
Killer Robots has called for, the adoption of “the standard that all weapons systems must have ‘meaningful human 
control’ or else be prohibited.”55 
 
Conclusion 
 
There is much discussion on the issues of LAWS or killer robots; however, the effort should be focused on 
continued diplomacy and discussion on this issue as technological advancements require further study by the 
international community to monitor autonomous weapons systems. Specifically, it will be important to evaluate not 
only their negative impacts, but also the potentially positive benefits.56 Recent discussion has been led by the 
Campaign to Stop Killer Robots, which calls for a strict prohibition of these weapons systems.57 However, strict 
prohibition is an extreme option, so other approaches may offer additional viable solutions. This includes 
considering the potential of such systems to record and analyze situations in which human contact can be dangerous, 
and the ability to maintain human control.58 With so much to consider, debate on this topic will only become more 
important in the UN’s largest, most universal body dealing with international peace and security issues.  
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50 Ibid. 
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52 Ibid. 
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II. The Control of Biological Weapons in Today’s Modern Era 

Introduction  

There have been numerous discussions and outcomes regarding the topic of biological weapons within the past few 
months following the continuation of Meetings of Experts (MX) and Meetings of States Parties (MSP). This 
included the lead up to the 2016 Eighth Review Conference, which will formally review the Convention on the 
Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and 
on Their Destruction, also known as the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC).59 Since September 2014, one 
resolution was adopted by the United Nations (UN) General Assembly (GA), there was a first committee thematic 
debate on weapons of mass destruction, the 2014 MSP was held, and there has been updates surrounding the Ebola 
outbreak. As the battle against Ebola persists, it will be wise to pay attention to the conversation around how 
Member States plan to handle any possible future biological outbreaks as they relate to international peace and 
security. 
 
During the 69th session of the GA, the body adopted one resolution without a vote on this topic.60 GA resolution 
69/82 of 2 December 2014 seeks the promotion and the complete ratification of the BWC by all Member States.61 
This document is consistent in its recommendations with previous resolutions.62 Further, it requests the Secretary-
General to continue to render assistance to States Parties of the Convention while it also encourages reporting on the 
implementation of Article X of the Convention.63 

Recent Developments  

First Committee Thematic Debate on other Weapons of Mass Destruction  
On 24 October 2014, the First Committee held a thematic debate discussing weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) 
such as chemical and biological weapons.64 Member States spoke of the continued need to ensure that biological 
agents do not pose a threat because of their potential misuse due to their dual-use nature and the rapid advancements 
being made within the life sciences.65 Furthermore, speakers exchanged their positions on various ways to improve 
the biological weapons control regime.66 Indonesia and Suriname both agreed on the resumption of multilateral 
negotiations to conclude a non-discriminatory legally binding protocol.67 Meanwhile, Norway, speaking on behalf of 
the Nordic countries, suggested focusing on strengthening the Secretary-General’s investigative mechanism for 
alleged use of biological weapons.68 The many different positions of Member States presented during this meeting 
acknowledge the significant diversity and potential challenges to consensus and creating a comprehensive BWC.69  

2014 Meeting of States Parties  
The 2014 MSP of the BWC was held from 1 to 5 December 2014 and considered the work of the MX, which was 
held on 4 to 8 August 2014.70 It also discussed three additional agenda items: “Cooperation and assistance, with a 
particular focus on strengthening cooperation and assistance under Article X; review of developments in the field of 
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science and technology (S&T) related to the Convention; and strengthening national implementation.”71 Also 
considered was “the biennial item of how to strengthen implementation of Article VII” of the BWC that provides 
assistance to States Parties in case of a possible violation to the Convention.72 
 
Members of civil society also spoke at the MSP, calling on States Parties to establish an ‘Open Ended Working 
Group’ (OEWG), which saw an increase of support from the 2014 MX.73 The OEWG would be mandated to address 
the agenda item “review of developments in the field of S&T related to the Convention.”74 This would allow for a 
more up-to-date review of emerging developments within S&T that is lacking due to the current inter-session 
agreement that contains time restrictions.75 However, for an OEWG to be agreed upon before the 2016 Eighth 
Review Conference, a proposed OEWG must first contain broad support by the States Parties to the BWC.76 Such an 
outcome must also provide a detailed case of the importance of discussing the review of S&T and how it will be an 
improvement from the current format.77 A series of upcoming consultations organized by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), to be held between 15 February and 15 July 2015, 
discussing revisions to the Declaration on the Status of Scientific Researchers (1974) will provide useful 
developments in how important and effective an OEWG would be.78 Indeed, discussions will focus on the field of 
ethics and security within S&T pertinent to the above agenda item.79 
 
In the final report adopted by consensus at the last day of the MSP, States Parties noted with satisfaction on the 
previous efforts and common understandings of reports adopted from the 2014 MX providing a framework for 
discussion at the following MX in Geneva from 10 to 14 August 2015 and MSP in Geneva from 14 to 18 December 
2015.80 The need for universality was well broadcasted for the effective implementation of the Convention.81 On this 
note, Myanmar was applauded for their recent ratification, becoming the 171st country to ratify the BWC on 1 
December 2014.82  

Ebola 
The issues of prevention and preparedness remain crucial areas in the potential misuse of scientific agents as lethal 
weapons. In light of the recent Ebola outbreak in West Africa, States Parties to the BWC discussed during the MSP 
the importance of strengthening Article VII of the BWC and learning lessons from combating the outbreak.83 It is 
here where the Codes of Conduct for Scientists drafted by States Parties remain important as they establish a 
common set of rules and practices.84 It is the hope that these codes will prevent accidents, such as the recent 
mishandling of the Ebola virus by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in the United States.85 
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These accidents show the gaps within health and security infrastructures, which may lead to their possible 
exploitation for the misuse of lethal agents.86 Relating to these concerns, a side event on 5 December 2014 during 
the MSP entitled “National Action Plans and sharing best practices: an innovative networking approach to mitigate 
biological risks” highlighted virus epidemics in relation to the threat they pose to international security and the need 
to move towards the harmonization of bio-safety and bio-security measures.87 This event provided an example of 
how cooperation and coordination among states can successfully create strategic plans that effectively prepare for 
and prevent epidemics.88 It should be further noted that as states consider the importance of national preparedness, 
such as establishing strong detection capabilities for disease surveillance, potential issues may still arise from the 
emerging technology being developed, including the use of unmanned serial systems in order to detect chemical and 
biological weapons.89 

Conclusion  

In the wake of current events, the potential threat of biological agents being used as weapons has resurfaced 
alongside many concerns, as well as fears, of the inadequacy of the international system to properly prevent and 
respond to such threats. This has caused a resurgence of attention towards the biological weapons control regime, 
sparking ways in which Member States envision a comprehensive BWC. This renewed focused was well 
represented during the debates of the 69th session of the GA. The December 2014 MSP also provided a timely 
platform for States Parties to discuss common understandings and promote the universality of the BWC. Finally, the 
current issue of the Ebola outbreak provides a new lens to learn how Member States can prevent and prepare for the 
potential spread of biological agents or weapons. These positions and outcomes discussed in this update, and the 
most recent and continuing events relating to the topic, will provide delegates with the needed tools in order to 
effectively discuss moves towards strengthening the control of biological weapons in the 21st century.  
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III. Confidence-Building Measures in a Regional and Subregional Context 

Introduction  

The work of the United Nations (UN) never ceases and there have been new and important developments on the 
topic of confidence-building measures (CBMs) since the opening of the 69th session of the General Assembly (GA) 
on 16 September 2014.90 In addition to the progress made at the GA, this update will also address the activities of 
regional offices working on the field of disarmament as well as some of the latest publications of the United Nations 
Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR). Thus, it will become clear that a regional and subregional approach 
to CBMs covers a wide range of topics and activities such as weapons of mass destruction (WMDs), conventional 
arms, the promotion and facilitation of the implementation of fundamental treaties such as the Arms Trade Treaty 
(ATT) or the Convention on Biological Weapons (CBW), information-sharing and cooperation on military matters 
among states with the assistance of UN entities, and new and emergent concerns for global security such as the 
peaceful use of outer space or cyber security. 
 
Although the topic of nuclear weapons has drawn the biggest attention when mentioning CBMs, the GA First 
Committee has also addressed CBMs directly.91 In this regard, four resolutions, all adopted by consensus without a 
vote at the GA Plenary, can be cited: resolution 69/38 of 11 December 2014 on “Transparency and Confidence-
Building Measures in Outer Space Activities;” resolution 69/46 of 11 December 2014 on “Confidence-Building 
Measures in the Regional and Subregional Context”; resolution 69/64 of 11 December 2014 on “Information on 
Confidence-Building Measures in the Field of Conventional Arms”; and resolution 69/73 of 11 December 2014 on 
“Regional Confidence-Building Measures: Activities of the United Nations Standing Advisory Committee on 
Security Questions in Central Africa.”92  
 
Resolution 69/46 addresses the topic of regional CBMs as a whole and encourages dialogue between states to this 
purpose.93 One of its central declarations is the reaffirmation of the Guidelines and recommendations for regional 
approaches to disarmament within the context of global security, which were set by the UN Disarmament 
Commission (DC) in 1993 and remain a fundamental document in the field.94 Far from being outdated, these 
guidelines encourage states to engage processes at a regional level in order to facilitate global peace.95 Although 
they do not provide clear recommendations on how to shape CBMs they set the guiding principles and goals that 
should be the driving force of CBMs.96 Moreover, one specific domain in which CBMs are of great importance are 
conventional arms.97 Resolution 69/64 underlined the benefits of information-sharing especially via the use of the 
UN Report on Military Expenditures and the UN Register on Conventional Arms (UNROCA) managed by the UN 
Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), and gathering statistical information submitted by states on matters such 
as military expenditures.98 Furthermore, the resolution stresses the need of CBMs in a regional and subregional 
context in the particular field of conventional arms as they create favorable conditions for a secure environment by 
reducing actual and perceived threats.99 As well, other fields, where progress often tends to be more difficult such as 
nuclear disarmament or other WMDs, can benefit from a spillover.100 Consequently, the Secretary-General was 
recently asked to prepare an inventory of military CBMs creating a unique set of potential measures that can be 
tailored to specific regional and subregional situations.101 
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Recent Developments 

Regional Cooperation 
With a more regional focus, GA resolution 69/73 mainly reflects progress made in the Central African region with 
the support of the United Nations Standing Advisory Committee on Security Questions in Central Africa.102 Besides 
disarmament and arms limitation programs, the region held a series of cooperative actions aimed to contribute to a 
more secure environment.103 Particularly, a Head of State Summit to address the problem of piracy in the Gulf of 
Guinea as well as the successful implementation of the Kinshasa Convention (2010) regulating Small Arms and 
Light Weapons (SALWs) and combating their illicit trade were highlighted in this resolution.104 By providing a 
common and synchronized answer to mutual threats, such as these, states can respond more effectively by sharing 
the burden and reduce the likelihood of tensions among them through cooperating on security issues.105 Another 
important UN entity currently active in the field of disarmament in Africa is the United Nations Regional Centre for 
Peace and Disarmament in Africa (UNREC), which has been recently active in assisting states with their national 
legislation reforms on SALWs.106 Indeed, workshops or other events gathering states to facilitate the implementation 
of international conventions or similar documents has multiple benefits beyond fostering dialogue; it allows states to 
learn how others adapt to and perceive these documents while showing openness on such questions in turn.107 This 
creates an environment in which neighboring states gain a better understanding of each other and their intentions 
behind political decisions.108 This prevails too for the CBW as cooperation with and between states to facilitate its 
implementation is also part of UNREC’s activities.109 Again, bringing states closer together enhances mutual trust 
that in turn creates opportunities for peace regimes.110  
 
Following the same goals, the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific 
(UNRCPD) has also been very active recently as can be witnessed by the Conference on Disarmament and Non-
proliferation Issues held for the 13th time from 4 to 5 December 2014 mainly with a regional focus.111 Similarly, the 
Regional Legal Assistance Workshop on the Arms Trade Treaty hosted by Cambodia from 18 – 19 November 2014 
is another good example of opportunities given to states to share their opinions and positions on security matters in a 
peaceful environment.112 The main purpose was to provide legal expertise and examining the treaty’s impact on 
national legislations, while simultaneously providing the opportunity for states to witness efforts and commitments 
made by others.113 Lastly, the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin 
America and the Caribbean (UNLIREC) is the third regional office providing assistance in the field of disarmament 
including confidence- and security building, one of its three main areas of focus.114 One of its most significant 
objectives is transparency in defense and security related matters within and among states, thus lowering the level of 
suspicion between them.115 This is aimed to be fulfilled via openness in military matters or standardized processes in 
the elaboration of Defense White Papers to facilitate comparability.116  

CBMs and Emerging Threats 
Finally, emerging threats such as the peaceful use of outer space were also addressed with a CBMs perspective as 
demonstrated by the adoption of GA resolution 69/38.117 Outlined in a 2014 UNIDIR publication on norms of 
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behavior in the context of confidence-building, norms such as transparency and information- and data-sharing are as 
vital in this sector as in those concerning terrestrial weaponry.118 Technical guidelines offering recommendations on 
how to conduct space activities and mechanisms encouraging cooperation between states were also put forward as 
well as mechanisms to lower the level of space debris orbiting the earth.119 Although outer space issues might seem 
to be mainly a global concern and ask for global measures, regional perspectives are also pertinent and of significant 
use as demonstrated in this recent report following its 2014 Space Security Conference.120 Growing security tensions 
in Eurasia including Ukraine and the Russian Federation, which are two leading states in space activities currently 
embroiled in a regional conflict as well as potential tensions between India, China, and Pakistan are perfect 
illustrations of security concerns that could be mitigated via the use of norms of behavior or other CBMs.121 In this 
regard, the European Union (EU) has taken the initiative to propose an International Code of Conduct for Outer 
Space Activities (ICoC), but more regionally tailored alternatives could also be an asset.122 Additionally, cyber 
security has become a matter of growing interest in which CBMs have significant relevance, especially since cyber 
security not only concerns cyber criminality but espionage and the use of information and communication 
technologies (ICTs) in conflict.123 Indeed, measures such as transparency or the exchange of best practices can 
contribute to the creation of a peaceful regime in the context of ongoing emerging technologies.124 

Conclusion 

As shown, CBMs can be applied in a large variety of cases such as strictly military matters, but also for the 
implementation of treaties into national legislations or on matters where tensions between states might arise such as 
cyber security. What all of them share is the promotion of values central to the UN: cooperation, dialogue, and often 
transparency between states. This update has shown that CBMs in a regional and subregional context can also 
address this same variety of different fields and remain a highly applicable tool in the context of current events in 
international peace and security. Their particularity is to offer the opportunity to shape responses and measures to 
the specific situations and needs of different regions. CBMs tailored to local and regional demands can prove to be 
more effective and should therefore be promoted. It is now up to delegates to identify potential measures leading to 
greater confidence and better relations between states. 
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The United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America 
and the Caribbean (UNLIREC) was created by the General Assembly and is part of the United 
Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs. It is the only UN entity mandated to address disarmament 
issues in this region and its main activity is to assist Member States in the field of disarmament. 
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military matters between states. Delegates will be able to find information about UNLIRECs’ 
actions on this Website. 
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