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Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 

Introduction 

The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) met several times in the latter months of 2014, including for an 
ECOSOC Coordination and Management meeting, a special meeting on Ebola as a threat to sustainable 
development, an event of the Council on Access to Credit-rating Information, as well as to hold a dialogue on the 
longer term positioning of the United Nations (UN) development system.1 This update will review Member State 
discussions in the context of these issues, as well as proposed ideas expounded upon at recent ECOSOC meetings, to 
gain insight into how ECOSOC and its subsidiary bodies function. Furthermore, this update will examine the 
approaches taken by ECOSOC and its subsidiary bodies generally and in relation to the post-2015 development 
agenda, as well as the implementation needed to ensure success of international development efforts. 

Recent Activities 

The Economic and Social Council conducts several different types of meetings over the course of the year, including 
regular and special sessions, to discuss substantive items.2  
 
On 17 and 18 November 2014, at the ECOSOC Coordination and Management Meeting, members adopted three 
draft resolutions, filled eleven vacancies in subsidiary bodies, and accepted several reports.3 The draft resolutions 
focused on membership and working methods of ECOSOC and it subsidiary bodies, as well as specifically issues 
related to collection of data to feed into broader development strategies.4 A draft resolution entitled “A Global 
Geodetic Reference Frame for Sustainable Development” and a draft decision of the “Report of the Committee of 
Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management on its Fourth Session and Provisional Agenda and Dates for 
the Fifth Session of the Committee” were adopted by consensus.5 Another draft decision was adopted that 
established the Republic of Korea as the host of the Twentieth UN Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and 
the Pacific from 6 through 9 October 2015.6 A provisional agenda for the Twentieth Conference was previously 
annexed to the Report of the Nineteenth Conference in 2012.7 In addition to the draft resolutions, eleven vacancies 
for subsidiary bodies of ECOSOC were filled.8 Lastly, several reports were presented to the Council, including on 
the UN Environment Programme’s (UNEP) UN Environment Assembly, and the progress report on the ten-year 
framework of programs on sustainable consumption and production patterns.9 
 
On 5 December 2014, a special meeting was held on Ebola as a threat to sustainable development.10 At this meeting, 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon emphasized not only the increasing number of lives lost as a result of the 
disease, but also the importance of including universal quality health coverage and functioning health systems as 
“critical elements of the post-2015 development agenda.”11 On 8 December, a meeting of the Council on Access to 
Credit-rating Information focused on the need for transparency and support of sustainable development in credit-
rating systems.12 Ending the year, an event was held on 15 December in which ECOSOC examined the role of 

                                                             
1 UN ECOSOC, Meetings and Events of ECOSOC and its Subsidiary Bodies, 2014. 
2 UN ECOSOC, Substantive Sessions, 2014. 
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ECOSOC in relation to the post-2015 development agenda, while maintaining focus on poverty eradication.13 In the 
first part of 2015, ECOSOC will hold several important events and sessions, including a discussion on the UN and 
development in January; its Operational Activities Segment in February; the Integration Segment on Sustainable 
Urbanization through Employment Creation and Decent Work from 30 March – 1 April, and a Coordination and 
Management Meeting in April.14 

Recent Policy Outcomes 

During ECOSOC’s recent meetings, topic areas included the post-2015 development agenda and transparency in 
credit-rating systems.15 Presentations highlighted both successes and issues relating to these topics, allowing 
Member States to share local and regional experiences and ideas for improvement.16 Some concerns were raised 
about the UN’s overriding leadership on the global development agenda, which could potentially lead to future 
issues in the UN system outside of ECOSOC and its subsidiary bodies.17 While it was clear that there are some 
concerns on varying local and regional levels, many Member States exhibited positive outlooks regarding the 
implementation of the post-2015 development agenda.18 For example, the European Union (EU) urged commonality 
and consensus in order to move towards reaching post-2015 goals.19 However, Member States also noted areas in 
which the post-2015 development agenda discussion is currently lacking; for example, Bolivia stated that many 
developing countries’ positions were not acknowledged in discussions on the agenda.20 
 
Another notable policy outcome lies with working towards achieving a credit-rating system that is both transparent 
and supportive of sustainable development.21 In December 2014, several propositions for establishing or modifying 
credit-rating systems included the creation of a code of ethics, the inability to improve ratings via threats, and 
maintaining separate ratings for credit-worthiness and sustainability.22 Examples of movement to change credit-
rating systems include measures by the United States and the EU aiming to minimize conflicts of interest in the 
current issuer-payer model of credit ratings.23 
 
Through the recent foci on the post-2015 development agenda and transparency in credit-rating systems, Member 
States, civil society organizations, and other interested entities have begun to develop ways to solve existing issues 
and implement new ideas.24 Several needs were highlighted for a renewed focus on the post-2015 development 
agenda, including the pertinence of considering the needs of least-developed countries, as a majority of the world’s 
impoverished reside there; the importance of building capacities to achieve goals before attempting to measure 
impacts; and the need to address coherence in the UN as a development system in order to assure continuity and 
cohesiveness.25 Simultaneously, when working towards transparency in credit-rating systems there are several areas 
that must be considered, including the formation of a standard of cost of compliance and regulation across various 
markets; addressing competition from outside markets by limiting what outside entrants could do; and by 
stimulating working relationships between regulatory bodies of varying Member States.26 
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Conclusion 

The Economic and Social Council serves as a platform for dialogue on sustainable economic and social 
development and utilizes a number of parties such as non-governmental organizations (NGOs), Member States, 
policymakers, among other types of representatives in order to achieve its mandate.27 As Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon stated, “We are on the threshold of the most important year of development since the founding of the United 
Nations itself. We must give meaning to this Organization's promise to 'reaffirm faith in the dignity and worth of the 
human person' and to take the world forward to a sustainable future.”28 Through its mandate and functions, 
ECOSOC has the ability to contribute such to the international community.  

                                                             
27 UN ECOSOC, About ECOSOC, 2014. 
28 UN DESA, Road to Dignity by 2030: UN chief launches blueprint towards sustainable development, 2014. 
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I. Mainstreaming Youth in the Post-2015 Development Agenda  

Introduction 

With over 1.8 billion young people worldwide, it is essential for youth to have active participation in developing, 
implementing, and monitoring global targets to advance and sustain the post-2015 development agenda.29 Some of 
these significant international targets, according to the United Nations (UN) Population Fund (UNFPA), include 
“education, skills development and employment, health, especially sexual and reproductive health, youth 
participation and leadership.”30 Since nine out of ten young people live in less-developed countries, new evolutions 
in youth population trends have a decisive role in determining the challenges facing youth.31 These challenges can 
impair the ability to successfully transition from adolescence to adulthood due to lack of educational access and 
preparedness, employment training and opportunities, and health services.32 Since youth are agents of change and 
the adults of the future, it is essential for the post-2015 development agenda to focus on their participation in 
fostering and strengthening sustainable development policies to improve the standard of living and health care, 
education, and access to decent employment.33 
 
In order to overcome challenges in involving youth, the UN is currently promoting youth participation in global 
discussions.34 For instance, the 2014 Colombo Declaration on Youth called upon the establishment of a 
commemorative day to recognize the importance of youth skill development in promoting employment and 
entrepreneurship.35 Accordingly, the UN General Assembly (GA) adopted resolution 69/145 to proclaim 15 July 
2015 as “World Skills Youth Day.”36 Another recent effort to recognize youth participation in development is a 
report was written by the Secretary-General and submitted to the Commission for Social Development (CSD) 
(E/CN.5/2014/5).37 Furthermore, to build awareness about issues faced by the youth, UNFPA published the State of 
the World Population 2014 report on “The Power of 1.8 Billion: Adolescents, Youth and the Transformation of the 
Future.”38 This report is important to youth-led organization and advocacy groups as it highlights global youth 
population trends and data and how it can influence sustainable development worldwide.39 In addition, there are 
several groups currently working to mainstream youth issues into the post-2015 development agenda, such as the 
Major Group for Children and Youth, the Youth 21 initiative established by UN Human Settlements Programme 
(UN-Habitat), and the International Coordination Meeting of Youth Organizations (ICMYO), a network of youth 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs).40 

Recent Developments 

With discussions about the retirement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the post-2015 agenda 
increasing, regional meetings have brought together youth organizations, governments and UN agencies to discuss 
policy-making strategies in order to increase youth participation in development. For example, on 28 October 2014, 
the Asia-Pacific Forum on Youth Volunteerism to Promote Participation, Development and Peace was held in 
Bangkok, resulting in the Bangkok Statement.41 This statement reflects the ideas and goals of young leaders and civil 
society on achieving youth engagement in sustainable development by focusing on participation in issues related to 
the environment, employment, health, peace, and capacity-building, among other important topics.42 In addition, the 
                                                             
29 UNFPA, The Power of 1.8 Billion: Adolescents, Youth and the Transformation of the Future, 2014, p. iii. 
30 Ibid. 
31 Ibid, p. 3. 
32 Ibid, pp. 31-38. 
33 Ibid, p. 77. 
34 Ibid. 
35 World Conference on Youth, Colombo Declaration on Youth, 2014. 
36 UN DPI, Adopting 68 Texts Recommended by Third Committee, General Assembly Sends Strong Message towards Ending 

Impunity, Renewing Efforts to Protect Human Rights, 2014. 
37 UN General Assembly, Policies and Programmes involving Youth: Report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.5/2014/5), 2014; 

UN Dag Hammarskjöld Library, Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its 69th session, 2014.  
38 UNFPA, The Power of 1.8 Billion: Adolescents, Youth and the Transformation of the Future, 2014. 
39 Ibid, p. iv. 
40 UN-CSD Major Group Children and Youth, MGCY Vision for Sustainable Development Goals, 2013; UN Youth, Youth 21, 

2014; IMCYO, The Asker Conference: Charting a New Path for Youth Participation, 2014. 
41 ESCAP, Asia-Pacific Forum on Youth Volunteerism to Promote Participation, Development and Peace, 2014. p. 1. 
42 Ibid. pp. 2-7. 
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meeting on Evidence-Informed Policies on Youth Development, which took place in Nairobi on 5 December 2014, 
highlighted the importance of youth involvement in Africa’s development agenda and in promoting urbanization.43 
The workshop emphasized that youth integration into urbanization policies is essential to the diversification of 
cities, while allowing for growth and prosperity to reach youth more equally and in a variety of ways.44 

Opportunities for Mainstreaming Youth 
To draw more international attention to youth affected by mental health conditions, the theme of the 2014 
International Youth Day on 12 August was “Youth and Mental Health.”45 As a supporting report to build awareness 
about this issue, the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) published “Mental Health 
Matters: Social Inclusion of Youth with Mental Health Conditions” to highlight health conditions affecting youth, as 
well as why mental health should be recognized as a global topic that deserves international attention.46 One section 
of this report focuses on “Risk Factors Contributing to the Development of Mental-Health Conditions in Youth,” 
which explains in detail the different social factors affecting youth mental development such as bullying, adverse or 
stressful life events; situations in post-conflict or disaster areas; nutrition and physical health care; and how these 
and other factors can contribute to conditions such as behavioral problems, depression, and post-traumatic stress 
disorder.47 
 
Given that education is fundamental in improving the socioeconomic conditions of those in developing countries, it 
is important to recognize that “education is a catalyst for development” and must be considered when approaching 
the different challenges faced by children, youth, and women.48 Recently, on 7 November 2014, the UN 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) Youth 
Conference took place in Okayama, Japan, and its resulting document, the Youth Statement, focused on recognizing 
the links to and participation of youth within educational policies; the allocation of resources; and youth potential as 
facilitators of education, policy change, gender equality, and entrepreneurship.49 Furthermore, in preparation for the 
upcoming adoption of the post-2015 development agenda later in the year, the World Education Forum (WEF) 2015 
will take place in May 2015 to discuss the goals and targets for education in the post-2015 agenda.50 The 
discussions, outcomes and recommendations of the 2015 WEF will align with the WEF-proposed goal to “ensure 
equitable and inclusive quality education and lifelong learning for all by 2030,” to be accompanied by seven specific 
targets on education.51 
 
Another important recent effort to prioritize youth-related issues in key UN agencies and in the post-2015 
development agenda is the UN System-wide Action Plan on Youth (Youth-SWAP), which focuses on promoting 
and building awareness and cooperation in five areas: “employment and entrepreneurship; protection of rights and 
civic engagement; political inclusion; education, including comprehensive sexuality education; and health.”52 Youth-
SWAP has the potential to close the gap between the work of UN agencies and governmental officials with the 
voices of youth and society, given that the goal for Youth-SWAP is to increase communication and accountability 
and to ensure inclusive participation and engagement of youth.53 

The Role of Youth in Implementation and Monitoring of the Post-2015 Development Agenda 
At the High-level Stocktaking Event on the Post-2015 Development Agenda held on 11 September 2014, UN senior 
officials recognized the importance of including youth voices to future discussions and recommendations on the 
development agenda.54 During this event, the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth, Mr. Ahmad Alhendawi, stressed 
the work done by youth leaders and organizations into formalizing ideas and priorities to create youth-related post-
                                                             
43 UN-HABITAT, African Civil Society and Politicians Meet on Youth Policies, 2014. 
44 Ibid. 
45 UN DESA, International Youth Day, 12 August 2014, 2014. 
46 UN DESA, Mental Health Matters: Social Inclusion of Youth with Mental Health Conditions, 2014, p. iii. 
47 Ibid, pp. 17-24.  
48 UNESCO, Sustainable Development begins with Education: How education can contribute to the proposed post-2015 goals, 

2014, p. 1. 
49 UNESCO, Education for Sustainable Development Youth Conference Stakeholder Meeting, 2014, pp. 1-4. 
50 UNESCO, World Education Forum 2015 (WEF) 19-22 May 2015, Incheon, Republic of Korea, 2014.  
51 UNESCO, Beyond 2015: The Education We Want, 2014. 
52 UN Youth-SWAP, United Nations System-wide Action Plan on Youth Report, 2014, p. 5. 
53 Ibid, pp. 5-9.  
54 UN Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth, Youth a priority emphasized by UN Senior Officials in the Post-2015 
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2015 targets, which Mr. Alhendawi affirmed to be “education, employment, health, governance and participation, 
and peace and security.”55 Furthermore, from 28-30 October 2014, the First Global Forum on Youth Policy event 
discussed social and economic policies that affect youth, which produced an outcome document titled Baku 
Commitment to Youth Policies (2014).56 This commitment document affirms the importance of mainstreaming 
certain ideas, such as inclusiveness, participation, gender, accountability, into future national and international 
frameworks designed to help youth become key discussion subjects and participants of development in the context 
of the post-2015 development agenda.57 
 
As the UN evaluates the results of the MDGs and shift emphasis to the new post-2015 development agenda 
commitments, ECOSOC held a Youth Forum at the UN headquarters on 2-3 February 2015.58 This forum featured 
five thematic sessions to develop recommendations on how youth can engage in the global development agenda as a 
method to utilize current global frameworks and policies.59 These sessions included discussions to increase dialogue 
over a wide range of social, economic and environmental issues affecting youth; to evaluate and implement 
recommendations; and to ensure the inclusion of youth in decision-making processes.60 The outcome is set to 
become the ECOSOC President’s summary that will be presented at the ECOSOC’s High-Level Segment in July 
2015.61 Additionally, the recent Synthesis Report of the Secretary-General on the post-2015 agenda, “The Road to 
Dignity by 2030: Ending Poverty, Transforming All Lives and Protecting the Planet,” stresses that “young people 
will be the torchbearers of the next sustainable development agenda through 2030,” and that it is the international 
community’s duty to ensure a transitional path for young people that includes social inclusiveness, environmental 
and legislative protection and economic prosperity.62 

Conclusion 

Young people comprise a larger portion of the global population than at any point previously, and new trends in 
population growth are impacting the way in which international and national policies are developed and 
implemented. 63 There is international consensus that it is essential to mainstream youth inclusion and participation 
in decision-making processes in order to ensure that the transition from adolescence to adulthood includes 
opportunities available for youth to realize their full potential as citizens, as well as agents of change for future 
sustainable policies, including, importantly, in the context of the post-2015 development agenda.  

                                                             
55 UN Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth, Youth a priority emphasized by UN Senior Officials in the Post-2015 
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57 Ibid. 
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59 Ibid. 
60 Ibid. 
61 Ibid. 
62 UN General Assembly, The Road to Dignity by 2030: Ending Poverty, Transforming All Lives and Protecting the Planet: 
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delegates further understand the role of youth by closely considering the last section about youth 
in the post-2015 development agenda. 

United Nations System-wide Action Plan on Youth. (2014). United Nations System-wide Action Plan on 
Youth Report. Retrieved 7 January 2015 from: 
http://unyouthswap.org/system/refinery/resources/2014/10/15/20_42_35_106_UN_Youth_SWAP_Report_20
14.pdf 

This report explains the origin, purpose and expectations of the UN System-wide Action Plan on 
Youth (Youth-SWAP). It focuses on explaining the different social and economic aspects in which 
youth involvement is important and necessary to advance development. The information provided 
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will help delegates understand the different policies and strategies already in place and what must 
be strengthened, recalled and/or promoted to effectively move forward with the post-2015 agenda.  
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II. Fostering Sustainable Development Practices through Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women 

Introduction 

Throughout the post-2015 preparation process, there has been a growing emphasis on placing people and human 
rights at the core of the new development agenda. Representing half the human population, women are members of 
all sectors of society and their rights must be protected in broad development issues such as health, poverty 
eradication, food security, and urbanization.64 In recognition of their pervasive importance to society and as part of 
his call for inclusive development, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called this “the century of women.”65 Gender 
mainstreaming plays a key role in ECOSOC’s agenda through its mandate over the three pillars of sustainable 
development and efforts to ensure the implementation of gender mainstreaming in all policies, human resources 
development programs, and economic investments in the international system (E/RES/2014/2).66  
 
Four recent United Nations (UN) reports support gender mainstreaming throughout the post-2015 development 
framework as well as through a singular Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) to achieve gender equality. These 
include reports from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) (A/HRC/27/73), the UN 
Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women) (E/CN.6/2015/2), and two reports by the 
Secretary-General on the post-2015 sustainable development agenda (A/69/700) and implementation of the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action (E/CN.6/2015/3).67 Prevalent points focus on protecting human rights and 
increasing political and economic opportunities for women, specifically autonomy over sexual and reproductive 
health rights (SRHR), eliminating discrimination against women, access to water and sanitation, gender-responsive 
budgeting, disaggregated data, and multi-stakeholder accountability for implementation.68 The General Assembly 
also adopted several resolutions that emphasize the benefits of women’s full participation for combatting health and 
security issues of violence, human trafficking, and genital mutilation, and requested an updated report from UN-
Women to highlight “emerging development themes that have an impact on the role of women in the economy.”69  
 
The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (1995) continues to be the most important international policy 
framework on gender equality, and the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) monitors implementation.70 The 
                                                             
64 UNFPA, Population Dynamics in the Post-2015 Development Agenda: Report of the Global Thematic Consultation on 

Population Dynamics, 2014. 
65 UN General Assembly, The road to dignity by 2030: ending poverty, transforming all lives and protecting the planet 

(A/69/700), 2014. 
66 UN ECOSOC, Mainstreaming a gender perspective into all policies and programmes in the United Nations System 

(E/RES/2014/2), 2014; UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC and Integration for Sustainable Development, 2015. 
67 UN Human Rights Council, Summary report on the recommendations of the panel discussion on gender stereotyping and on 

women’s human rights in the context of sustainable development agenda (A/HRC/27/73), 2014; UN Commission on the 
Status of Women, Normative aspects of the work of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women (E/CN.6/2015/2), 2014; UN General Assembly, The road to dignity by 2030: ending poverty, 
transforming all lives and protecting the planet (A/69/700), 2014; UN Commission on the Status of Women, Review 
and appraisal of the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcomes of the twenty-
third special session of the General Assembly: Report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/2015/3), 2014. 

68 UN Human Rights Council, Summary report on the recommendations of the panel discussion on gender stereotyping and on 
women’s human rights in the context of sustainable development agenda (A/HRC/27/73), 2014; UN Commission on the 
Status of Women, Normative aspects of the work of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women (E/CN.6/2015/2), 2014; UN Commission on the Status of Women, Review and appraisal of 
the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcomes of the twenty-third special 
session of the General Assembly: Report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/2015/3), 2014. 

69 UN General Assembly, Advancement of women (A/69/481), 2014; UN General Assembly, Follow-up to the Fourth World 
Conference on Women and full implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcome of 
the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly (A/RES/69/151), 2014; UN-Women, Synergies between 
sustainable development and gender equality undeniable, policy change needed: UN report, 2014; UN, Acting upon 
Recommendation by Second Committee, General Assembly Adopts 43 Texts, Defers Action on Sovereign Debt 
Restructuring Framework Draft, 2014; UN General Assembly, World Survey on the Role of Women in Development 
(A/RES/69/236), 2014. 

70 UN-Women, Commission on the Status of Women, 2015; UN Commission on the Status of Women, Discussion guide for the 
ministerial round tables to be held under the overall theme “Priorities for future action to realize gender equality, the 
empowerment of women and the human rights of women and girls” (E/CN.6/2015/4), 2014. 
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Platform for Action’s upcoming twenty-year review conference in March 2015 will emphasize women’s economic 
empowerment in the post-2015 development agenda, with discussions on topics such as “making the economy work 
for women and girls,” “investing in gender equality and the empowerment of women,” and “lessons learned for 
gender equality from the [Millennium Development Goals] MDGs,” the last of which will help shape ECOSOC’s 
2015 theme of transition from the MDGs to the SDGs.71 UN-Women serves as CSW’s substantive secretariat and 
provides accountability for gender equality policies within the UN system through the System-wide Action Plan on 
Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-SWAP, 2012) as well as guidance and operational support 
to Member States implementing gender perspectives in national programs.72 Additional international documents that 
underpin sustainable development issues include the 1992 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development 
(Agenda 21) and Future We Want (A/RES/66/288) from the follow up Conference on Sustainable Development in 
2012 (Rio+20).73 
 
The Secretary-General highlighted the themes of equality, inclusion, and social justice in development on 
“International Human Solidarity Day” on 20 December 2014.74 The particular role of women was also prominently 
discussed at the Third International Conference on Small Island Developing States (SIDS) in September 2014, and 
in a follow-up meeting, the President of ECOSOC emphasized the importance of “mobilizing actors from all walks 
of society” to achieve sustainable development, including “empowering women and girls.”75 Despite this, there is 
concern among civil society, such as the Center for Economic and Social Rights (CESR) and the Women’s Major 
Group (WMG), that the post-2015 development agenda may not focus on gender equality with the prominence this 
issue needs in order to be effectively integrated into all development goals.76 

Recent Developments 

Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women 
The SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway, which was agreed at the Third International 
Conference of SIDS and later adopted by the General Assembly (A/RES/69/15), reflects that women’s 
empowerment creates “a transformative and multiplier effect on sustainable development and is a driver of 
economic growth.”77 The document not only contains a section devoted to gender equality and women’s 
empowerment, but is a model of including a gender perspective into development recommendations for education, 
economic investment, food security, water and sanitation, and disaster preparedness, noting that “gender equality 
and the effective participation of women […] are important for effective action on all aspects of climate change.”78 
Additionally, a case study by the Overseas Development Institute (ODI) of long-term policies in Tunisia shows a 
correlation between social, economic, and political reforms that reduce gender inequality and vast improvements in 
women’s health, education, and political representation.79 In a shorter term, the Secretary-General’s report on the 
“Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women” (E/CN.6/2015/5) identified successes in alleviating poverty and 
unemployment through the provision of microloans, training programs, and investment in female entrepreneurs, but 
stressed the exacerbation of inequalities issues by conflict and the need “to ensure women’s participation across all 
programming.”80  

                                                             
71 UN Commission on the Status of Women, Discussion guide for the ministerial round tables to be held under the overall theme 

“Priorities for future action to realize gender equality, the empowerment of women and the human rights of women and 
girls” (E/CN.6/2015/4), 2014; UN Commission on the Status of Women, Proposed organization of work 
(E/CN.6/2015/1/Add.1); 2014. 

72 UN General Assembly, System-wide coherence (A/RES/64/289), 2010; UN-Women, Promoting UN accountability (UN-
SWAP), 2015. 

73 UN General Assembly, Future We Want (A/RES/66/288), 2012. 
74 UN, International Human Solidarity Day: Secretary-General’s Message for 2014, 2014. 
75 UN, Opening remarks at “ECOSOC Informal stock-taking meeting on the outcome of the 3rd International Conference on 

Small Island Developing States,” 2014; UN, Closing remarks at “ECOSOC Informal stock-taking meeting on the 
outcome of the 3rd International Conference on Small Island Developing States,” 2014. 

76 CESCR, 2015: Seminal Year for Integrating Human Rights and Sustainable Development?, 2014; Women’s Major Group, 
Women Major Group Response to the SG’s Synthesis Report: “The Road to Dignity by 2030,” 2014. 

77 UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, SAMOA: Pacific women, youth to benefit from partnerships, 2014; UN 
General Assembly, SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway (A/RES/69/15), 2014. 

78 UN General Assembly, SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway (A/RES/69/15), 2014. 
79 Chambers and Cummings, Building momentum: women's empowerment in Tunisia, 2014. 
80 UN Commission on the Status of Women, Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women: Report of the Secretary-General 

(E/CN.6/2015/5), 2014. 
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The Post-2015 Development Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals 
Economic success is central to current dialogue on this topic, partly because the new development agenda will only 
be realized with adequate funding from a combination of official development assistance, domestic resources, and 
private investments.81 In his recent synthesis report, the Secretary-General identified key areas to increase women’s 
participation, such as by increasing investments in women and fostering entrepreneurship through access to land, 
productive credit, and training.82 These recommendations are in line with aspects of the SAMOA Pathway that seek 
to mobilize women as rural farmers to fight food insecurity.83 One criticism of the post-2015 discourse is that 
“women and children” are sometimes discussed synonymously; it is important for policymakers to consider gender 
separately at all levels, for example recognizing the girl child as a distinct subset of “youth,” so as not to lose sight 
of women’s empowerment among initiatives aimed at other vulnerable groups.84 The Secretary-General, HRC, and 
other intergovernmental organizations also recognize the need for changes in data collection to improve the goal 
implementation and monitoring process over the MDGs, under which there was no data to track violence against 
women.85 In order to verify progress on goals related to gender equality and the empowerment of women, 
statisticians must integrate gender perspectives in key development statistics such as housing, health, work, and 
poverty, as well as factor age into sex-disaggregated data to distinguish between adolescents and older women.86  

Conclusion 

This topic remains a crosscutting issue throughout the dimensions of social, economic, and environmental 
development that demands the attention of the UN and civil society alike. Considering the implications on human 
rights and development, gender equality should not only be a goal of the sustainable development agenda, but is 
necessary in order for sustainable development to become a reality.87 Women’s empowerment, particularly in 
economic roles, will continue to be discussed through the theme of the upcoming ECOSOC Integration Segment on 
30 March 2015, “achieving sustainable development through employment creation and decent work for all.”88 
 

 

  

                                                             
81 UN Human Rights Council, Summary report on the recommendations of the panel discussion on gender stereotyping and on 

women’s human rights in the context of sustainable development agenda (A/HRC/27/73), 2014. 
82 UN General Assembly, The road to dignity by 2030: ending poverty, transforming all lives and protecting the planet 

(A/69/700), 2014. 
83 UN General Assembly, SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway (A/RES/69/15), 2014. 
84 Women’s Major Group, Women Major Group Response to the SG’s Synthesis Report: “The Road to Dignity by 2030,” 2014. 
85 SESRIC, Regional Workshop on 'Integrating a Gender Perspective in the Production of Statistics,’ 2014; UN General 

Assembly, The road to dignity by 2030: ending poverty, transforming all lives and protecting the planet (A/69/700), 
2014; UN Human Rights Council, Summary report on the recommendations of the panel discussion on gender 
stereotyping and on women’s human rights in the context of sustainable development agenda (A/HRC/27/73), 2014; 
UN Commission on the Status of Women, Review and appraisal of the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action and the outcomes of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly: Report of the 
Secretary-General (E/CN.6/2015/3), 2014. 

86 SESRIC, Regional Workshop on 'Integrating a Gender Perspective in the Production of Statistics,’ 2014; UN General 
Assembly, The road to dignity by 2030: ending poverty, transforming all lives and protecting the planet (A/69/700), 
2014; UN Human Rights Council, Summary report on the recommendations of the panel discussion on gender 
stereotyping and on women’s human rights in the context of sustainable development agenda (A/HRC/27/73), 2014. 

87 UN Human Rights Council, Summary report on the recommendations of the panel discussion on gender stereotyping and on 
women’s human rights in the context of sustainable development agenda (A/HRC/27/73), 2014. 

88 UN ECOSOC, Meeting and Events of ECOSOC and its Subsidiary Bodies: ECOSOC Integration Segment, 2015; UN 
Commission on the Status of Women, Letter dated 19 December 2014 from the President of the Economic and Social 
Council to the Chair of the Commission on the Status of Women (E/CN.6/2015/7), 2014. 
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III. Promoting Social and Economic Integration through Sustainable Urbanization 

Introduction 

The United Nations (UN) is committed to achieving a “new urban agenda" to promote social and economic 
integration through sustainable urbanization.89 This topic addresses one of the primary problems to obtaining greater 
economic success at its roots, paving the way for other development goals including the eradication of poverty, 
access to water, sanitation, health and education.90 With the cooperation of supportive governments, businesses, 
academic institutions and non-governmental organizations, the path to sustainable urbanization can be unlocked and 
further progress can be secured.91  
 
This topic was the central theme of many discussions during the 69th Session of the General Assembly (GA). Some 
of the resolutions adopted were a reaffirmation of past and ongoing commitments to sustainable development 
(A/RES/69/214), including Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development and the 
United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, which will be discussed again at the 70th session, as well 
as resolution 69/215 “International Decade for Action, ‘Water for Life’, 2005-2015 and further efforts to achieve the 
sustainable development of water resources.”92  
 
Various UN entities have been instrumental in discussing this topic in recent months, including the UN 
Development Programme (UNDP), UN-Habitat and the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA).93 
The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) remains influential in streamlining the integration of this topic 
throughout the sustainable development agenda through General Assembly resolution 61/16 and The Future We 
Want document.94 More recently, ECOSOC’s work is guided by two reports: “World Economic and Social Survey 
2014: Reducing Inequality for Sustainable Development” (E/2014/50) and the Secretary-General’s report on 
“effective governance, policymaking and planning for sustainable urbanization” (E/2014/67).95 
 
Relevant international instruments include Agenda 21, the United Nations Millennium Declaration (2000), the 
International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) Programme of Action (1994) and the report 
“Resilient People, Resilient Planet: A Future Worth Choosing” (2012).96 Preparations are also ongoing for the UN 
Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development in 2016 (Habitat III), which could be pivotal in setting 
standards for the “new urban agenda.”97 The first preparatory committee meeting (PrepCom) was held on 17 
September 2014.98 Other recent events include the Expert Group Meeting and Capacity-building Workshop on the 
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90 ICTSD, UN Secretary-General issues guidance to post-2015 development agenda process, 2014. 
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Role of Cooperatives in Sustainable Development in December 2014 and the Workshop on Developing Government 
and Governance Capacities for Sustainable Development of October 2014.99 

Recent Developments 

Slum Poverty  
To emphasize the urgency in addressing slum poverty, this year’s Word Habitat Day on 6 October 2014 was themed 
“Voices from the Slums.”100 UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called for the inclusion of slum dwellers in 
discussions on how their living conditions could be improved, and also encouraged the use of technology to help 
build economically, socially and environmentally sustainable cities through local solutions.101 As part of this 
initiative, individuals contributed direct suggestions and problems to urban forums, allowing policymakers to ensure 
that national strategies effectively address the needs of the people while maintaining links with the issue’s 
implementation on a global scale.102  
 
Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director of UN-Habitat, Joan Clos, prioritized affordable housing at the 
center of city planning and development, with the belief that it will contribute to improving living conditions and 
addressing housing shortages.103 Recent discussions on the issue of housing suggest modifying land policies, 
streamlining construction processes, improving energy efficiency and increasing inclusivity of the poor.104 Through 
local initiatives, the greater problem of housing can be resolved and can be used in other impending issues including 
access to sanitary water. 

Water and Sanitation  
The My World Report, “We The Peoples: Celebrating 7 Million People” (2014), highlighted access to clean water 
and sanitation as a top priority for over seven million people.105 In line with this, water and sanitation have been key 
themes in the recent work of UN-Habitat, where projects with local partners have provided safe water to 10,000 
people through the establishment of water management committees, training for management, hygiene awareness, 
and infrastructure development.106 Various publications have been released, emphasizing the importance of 
transparency in information available to the public and of community involvement in projects to ensure 
implementation.107  

Inclusive employment opportunities  
Access to education is increasingly being seen as the key to stabilizing employment opportunities.108 A recent 
International Labour Organization (ILO) publication illustrated that higher education is necessary for those who are 
unable to find jobs.109 For young people in low-income countries, where one in four have no access to education at 
all, education must be improved to ensure they obtain the qualifications required to work.110 The post-2015 
development agenda focuses on improving the quality of education, making education more accessible, creating 
wider apprenticeship and internship programmes and encouraging government to create a wider workforce.111 By 
engaging national governments, providing training and improving the quality of education, individuals can obtain 
more fulfilling jobs, leading to greater economic prosperity for them and subsequent generations.  
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Conclusion  

ECOSOC has been instrumental in facilitating initiatives to address the underlying issues of this topic. With the 
dedication of the 2014 World Habitat Day to “Voices from the Slums,” the UN is moving closer to engaging all 
areas of society to develop sustainable solutions. It is crucial to address the continually rising population demands 
before irreversible consequences occur, particularly in vulnerable urban locations. Whilst the future post-2015 
development framework shows promise in promoting social and economic integration, with key goals focused on 
alleviating poverty and reducing inequalities worldwide, policies must be effective and enforced at the local level to 
ensure success of the SDGs. 
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