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Dear Delegates,

We are pleased to welcome you to the 2015 National Model United Nations Conference New York
(NMUN-<NY)! This year’s Economic and Social Council Plenary (ECOSOC) staff is: Directors Katrena Ann
Porter (Conference A) and Nyla Langford (Conference B), and Assistant Directors Aiskell Roman (Conference
A) and Asra Shakoor (Conference B). Katrena will graduate from Southern University Law Center in May, and
currently works as a student law clerk for a judge in the 19' Judicial District Court in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
She is excited to return for her third year on staff at NMUNeNY. Nyla recently spent four years working in
oncology clinical research and drug development, and is now Director of Operations for a science learning
laboratory in Dallas, Texas. This is her fourth year on staff. Aiskell currently works for the scholarly journal
Latin American Perspectives as its coordinating secretary and aspires to begin law school next year. This is her
second year on staff. Asra is currently studying for her MSc in Regulation at the London School of Economics
and Political Science, and is a Parliamentary Intern at the House of Commons. This is her second year on staff.

The topics under discussion for ECOSOC are:
L Mainstreaming Youth in the Post-2015 Development Agenda

IL. Fostering Sustainable Development Practices through Gender Equality and the Empowerment of
Women
IIL. Social and Economic Integration through Sustainable Urbanization

The Economic and Social Council Plenary plays a unique role within the United Nations as a primary organ
tasked with discussing crosscutting issues related to development, cooperation, and international standard setting.
In addressing these issues, ECOSOC may initiate studies, call international conferences, submit draft conventions
to the General Assembly, and make recommendations. Through policy dialogue and oversight for specialized
agencies, functional commissions, and regional commissions, ECOSOC’s mandate allows for the responsibility
to address problems with comprehensive approaches.

We hope you will find this Background Guide useful as it serves to introduce you to the topics for this
committee; however, it is not meant to replace further research. We highly encourage you to explore your
Member State’s policies in full detail, as well as use the Annotated Bibliography and Bibliography as part of your
research to expand your knowledge on these topics and prepare to discuss solutions with fellow delegates. Prior
to the conference, each delegation will submit a position paper based on their preparation (due March 1). Please
take note of the NMUN policies on the website and in the Delegate Preparation Guide regarding plagiarism,
codes of conduct/dress code/sexual harassment, awards philosophy/evaluation method, etc. Adherence to these
guidelines is mandatory.

The NMUN Rules of Procedure are available to download from the NMUN website. This document includes the
long and short form of the rules, as well as an explanatory narrative and example script of the flow of procedure.
It is thus an essential instrument in preparing for the conference, and a reference during committee.

If you have any questions concerning your preparation for the Committee or the Conference itself, you are
welcome to contact the Under-Secretaries-General for the ECOSOC Department, Ardis Smith (Conference A)
and Monika Milinauskyte (Conference B). You can reach either USG by contacting them at:
usg.ecosoc(@nmun.org.

We wish you all the best for your preparation and look forward to seeing you at the conference!
Sincerely,
Conference B

Conference A

Nyla Langford, Director
Asra Shakoor, Assistant Director

Katrena Ann Porter, Director
Aiskell Roman, 4ssistant Director

The NCCA/NMUN is a Non-Governmental Organization associated with the
United Nations Department of Public Information and a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization of the United States.


http://www.nmun.org/ny_position_papers.html
http://www.nmun.org/policies_codes.html
http://www.nmun.org/ny_preparations.html
http://www.nmun.org/downloads/NMUNRules.pdf
mailto:usg.ecosoc@nmun.org

Table of Contents

Abbreviations 3

United Nations System at NMUNeNY 4

Committee Overview 5

TIETOAUCTION ...ttt ettt et ee e e e e tte e e oo taeeeeetaaeeeeaseeeeeaseeeeeaseeeeeaseeeeeasseeentsseeenssseesensseesasseeeennseeeennseeeennres
5 o) USROS
MaANAALE ...

Governance, Structure and Membership
Functions and POWETS ...........coooviviiiiieiiiiee e

CUITENE PTIOTITICS ...eeeevveieectieeeciee e ettt e ettt e ettt eeeteeeeeaeeeeeaaeeeeasreeeeabaeeeessseeeeasseeeessseeeastaseeasssseeessseesansseeeesssesenssseensseeeanns
RECEITE SESSIOMS....vviiieieieieetee e ettt e ettt e e ettt e e ettt e e et e e et et e eeaeeeeeateeeeeateeeeasteeesestesesenseseaassesseansesesenteseeasesesaseseessesesanseeeeanns
Conclusion .........ccceeeevveeeeerveeeeenneen.

Annotated Bibliography
L2 1) R TeTea 3] 1 AU

I. Mainstreaming Youth in the Post-2015 Development Agenda

TIETOUCTION ...ttt ettt ettt ettt et e et et e bt e b e b e b et et e ebeebesb e et e e b e b e be et e ebeebesbeebenbeebeee
International and Regional Framework.........c...cccccoeennenee.

Role of the International System...........ccccceecverrieceerienne.

Opportunities for Mainstreaming Youth
The Role of Youth in Implementation and Monitoring of the post-2015 Development Agenda
CONCIUSION ..ttt ettt b bbb bbb bt et sa e b sbesae b snesaesnesneenes

FUITRET RESEATCH ...ttt ettt ettt b e bbbt e s bt e b e b et e e b e e bt b e s bt e bt ebesbeebesbesbeee
ANNOLAtEd BIDIIOZIAPIY ...ceeetieiiiiieitiete ettt ettt h ettt s bt et e e e bt et e h e bt et sht e bt e abeeat e bt e nbeentenbeenee
L2 10) HTe e 1) 1 ARSI

II. Fostering Sustainable Development Practices through Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women
31

IIEEOQUCTION ...ttt ettt ettt ettt b e b et ettt eaesb e e s bt e b et et e st e et e et e sbesbennesaene
International and Regional FIAMEWOTK ..........cciiciiiieiieiiiieie ettt ettt ettt et e ste e b e aesteesbessaesseenseessesssessesssenseanes
Role of the INternational SYSEEIM ........cciuiiiiiiiiieier ettt ettt ettt e sttt st e bt e b e ss e e bt entessee bt enaessee bt ensesneenseenee
Promoting Sustainable Development PractiCes..........ccviviiiierieriiiiesiieie et eae e

The Post-2015 Development Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals
(00 1 Te1 LT3 101 s RS USRUPUR U R
Further Research .......c..cccceevvenennne.

Annotated Bibliography
L3 10) oo 1) 1 ARSI

II1. Promoting Social and Economic Integration through Sustainable Urbanization 44

TIEEOAUCTION ...ttt ettt ettt ettt e skt e b e e st e ekt esbeesbeeseesseessasseenseesseessenseessanssenseessassenseessenseenseassanseensesssenseanns
International and Regional Framework
Role of the International System...........ccccceeeverviecierienne.

Sustainable UIDANIZAtION .......cc.covirtirtiriiniiiteniereeteetestest sttt ettt sttt sttt be s bt s be st ae st saesbesbesnesbesaesuesresuens
SOCTAL INEEEIATION ...ttt ettt sttt ettt st et sttt s b et e et et e b e st e eb e e besb e s b e e bt e beeb e et e ebeebeebeebeebeabeebeebeebeebesbesbesneabennens
Economic INte@ration ..........cccccerieiiiienieeie ettt

The Post-2015 Development Agenda and Sustainable Development Goals
CONCIUSION ..ttt ettt ettt

FUINET RESCATCH ...ttt ettt ettt ettt e st e beeabeetaeeteesseess e seasseesseeseesseessanssesseessenssenseessanseenns
PN A o] Lrete B S o) D0 ea e o) USRS
BIDIHOZIAPNY ....vieiiieiiiiiieit ettt ettt ettt ettt e et e bt et e eteesbeetaeebeesbeess e teeabeesbe ke eabeess e teenbe et be bt enbeesbeseenbeesseseenbeesseseenns



AMR
AWID
CEB
CEDAW

CSD
CSO
CSW
DCF
DESA
ECOSOC
ESCAP
FAO
GA
GDP
GEPMI
HLP
HLPF
HLS
ICPD
ILO
IMF
ITU
IUCN
LGBT
MDG
NGO
NMUN
OWG
QCPR
SDG
UCLG
UN
UNACLA
UNCED
UNCSD
UNDP
UNEP
UNESCO
UNIFEM
UNODC
WCED
wCSs
WHO
WPAY
WSSD
WuC

Abbreviations

Annual Ministerial Reviews

Association for Women’s Rights in Development

Chief Executives Board for Coordination

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women

Commission on Sustainable Development

Civil society organizations

Commission on the Status of Women

Development Cooperation Forum

Department of Economic and Social Affairs

Economic and Social Council

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
Food and Agriculture Organization

General Assembly

Gross domestic product

Gender and Economic Policy Management Initiative
High-level Panel

High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development
High-level Segment

International Conference on Population and Development
International Labor Organization

International Monetary Fund

International Telecommunication Union

International Union for the Conservation of Natural
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender

Millennium Development Goals

Non-governmental organizations

National Model United Nations

Open Working Group

Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review

Sustainable Development Goals

United Cities and Local Governments

United Nations

United Nations Advisory Committee of Local Authorities
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development
United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
United Nations Development Fund for Women

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

World Commission on Environment and Development
World Conservation Strategy

World Health Organization

World Programme of Action for Youth

World Summit on Sustainable Development

World Urban Campaign



United Nations System at NMUNeNY

This diagram illustrates the UN System simulated at NMUN<NY. It shows where each committee “sits” within the system, to help understand the reportage and
relationships between the entities. Examine the diagram alongside the Committee Overview to gain a clear picture of the committee's position, purpose and
powers within the UN System.

General Assembly Subsidiary Bodies
GA First - Disarmament and International Security CEIRPP - Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
GA Second - Economic and Financial Rights of the Palestinian People
GA Third - Social, Humanitarian and Cultural C-34 - Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations
HRC - Human Rights Council
Security Council

Funds and Programmes

Economic and Social UNDP - UN Development Programme UN-Women - UN Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment
Council UNEP - UN Environment Programme of Women
UNFPA - UN Population Fund UNHCR - Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
UNICEF - UN Children’s Fund WFP - World Food Programme

Secretariat
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CCPCJ - Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice =~ ECA - Economic Commission for Africa
CPD - Population and Development ESCWA - Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia

International Court of
Justice
Specialized Agencies

FAO - Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Trusteeshlp Counci UNESCO - United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization



Committee Overview

Introduction

Chapter X of the Charter of the United Nations established the The United Nations Economic and
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) as a founding body and one Social Council (ECOSOC) is one of the
of the six principal organs of the United Nations (UN).! ECOSOC six primary organs of the UN. Under the
indirectly oversees 70% of UN resources through its oversight of 14 authority of the Charter of the United
Specialized Agencies and thirteen functional and regional Nations, ECOSOC is mandated to address
commissions.? In 2013, ECOSOC underwent a series of reforms which economic and social matters. It submits an

attempted to expand its functions and powers as: annual report to the General Assembly.
e “A leadership forum for policy dialogue and
recommendations;
e The lead entity to address new and emerging challenges;
e A forum for the balanced integration of sustainable development;
e  An accountability platform for universal commitments, monitoring and reporting on progress at all
levels.”?

The Council is mandated to serve as a main body for policy dialogue; review and advise Member States and other
UN entities on economic, social, cultural, educational, and health-related topics; as well as lead discussion on the
implementation of the international development framework.* In the last decade, the General Assembly, in
resolutions 61/16 of 9 January 2007 and 68/1 of 13 December 2013, to strengthened the working methods of the
Council in two reforms.> The latter recognized the leading role of the Council in “identifying emerging challenges
and promoting reflection, debate and innovative thinking on development, as well as in achieving a balanced
integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development.”® Therefore, with the expansion of its role and
responsibilities, the work of the Council remains critical, especially in preparing, monitoring and implementing the
post-2015 development agenda and facilitating global discussions around the sustainable development goals
(SDGs).”

History

In the 1960s and 1970s, the number of subsidiary bodies of ECOSOC increased significantly due to the influence of
developing countries that broadened the agenda of the UN. This group of Member States called for a stronger focus
on urgent issues such as the elimination of underdevelopment, poverty, and the unequal position of their countries in
the world economy.® Following this, the General Assembly adopted resolution 32/197 of 1977, on the
“Restructuring of economic and social sectors of the United Nations System,” which was the first attempt to make
ECOSOC more effective through better coordination between ECOSOC and its subsidiary bodies.® During that time,
the Council also experienced changes in its membership. It originally had 18 members, increasing to 27 on 31
August 1965 under the GA resolution 1991B (XVIII).! In 1971, the membership was expanded again under the GA
resolution 2847/XXVI and currently is 54 Member States. !

In the mid-1990s, the UN system faced significant duplication of work due to unclear mandates and overlapping
operational activities of its various entities. As a result of this, General Assembly resolution 50/227 of 1995 tried to
solve the problems arising from the shared responsibility between the Assembly and ECOSOC by “expressly

'UN ECOSOC, About ECOSOC.

2 Public Broadcasting System, Kofi Annan Center of the Storm: Who Does What?

3 UN ECOSOC, The New ECOSOC — Overview of Functions and Working Methods, 2014.

4 UN ECOSOC, About ECOSOC.

3 Ibid.

6 UN ECOSOC, Further Review of the Implementation of Resolution 61/16 of the strengthening of the Economic and Social
Council.

7 UN ECOSOC, Millennium Development Goals and post-2014 Development Agenda.

8 Rosenthal, The Economic and Social Council of the United Nations, 2005, p. 20.

°Tbid., p. 19.

10 New Zealand, United Nations Handbook 2013-14,2013, p. 128.

1 Ibid.




assigning the policy guidance role to the General Assembly and putting emphasis on the coordination role of
ECOSOC?” 2 This interpretation was confirmed by the GA in resolution 57/270B of 2002.3

The Council’s role as a coordinator of development activities has always been at the center of its mandate, and it is
the only body within the UN system that issues consultative status to non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to
attend and participate in various UN meetings, conferences, and special sessions to voice their concerns to
international community.'* Consultative status is given by the standing committee on NGOs of ECOSOC,
established in 1946 and comprising 19 Member States.!> ECOSOC resolution 1996/31 of 24 July 1996 indicated the
principles, eligibility requirements, rules, procedures, obligations and responsibilities for NGOs and the UN in
granting the consultative relationship.'¢ Currently, 3,900 NGOs hold consultative status with the Council. !

Mandate
The Economic and Social Council’s mandate is articulated in the Charter of the United Nations (1945) as follows:

“The Economic and Social Council may make or initiate studies and reports with respect to
international economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and related matters and may make
recommendations with respect to any such matters to the General Assembly to the Members of the
United Nations, and to the specialized agencies concerned. It may make recommendations for the
purpose of promoting respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for
all.”18

The Council fulfills its mandate under the overall authority of the General Assembly, and with the consultation of a
broad range of civil society actors and in conjunction with the work completed by its subsidiary bodies.'® In 2007,
the Council’s mandate was expanded under General Assembly resolution 61/16, to strengthen its leadership towards
increasing international development cooperation, particularly on the outcomes of the main UN summits and
tracking implementation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).? In particular, the Council was mandated
to organize the biennial high-level Development Cooperation Forum (DCF), which would become part of Council’s
High-level segment; focus on developing partnerships with civil society and other organizations; and strengthen the
role of the Council’s functional commissions.?! The resolution also requested ECOSOC to establish a multi-year
program of work for Annual Ministerial Reviews (AMRs) where Member States could assess the progress on the
MDGs and identify further work needed towards the full implementation of international development goals.?? Such
reform placed ECOSOC as a leading body in fostering cooperation among Member States towards sustainable
development, and the General Assembly identified further ways to place ECOSOC as an action-oriented and
effective coordinator of the UN system-wide international development agenda under the resolution 68/1(2013).23 In
particular, the resolution requested ECOSOC to prioritize thematic sessions such as the humanitarian segment; to
regularly hold management and coordination meetings with the key stakeholders, and promote dialogue on financing
for international development.?*

Governance, Structure and Membership

12 Rosenthal, The Economic and Social Council of the United Nations, 2005, p. 20.

13 Ibid.

14 UN DESA NGO Branch, Introduction to ECOSOC Consultative Status.

15 UN DESA NGO Branch, The Committee On NGOs.

16 UN DESA NGO Branch, Introduction to ECOSOC Consultative Status; UN ECOSOC, Consultative Relationship between the
United Nations and Non-governmental Organizations (E/1996/31), 1996, pp. 53-61.

17 UN DESA NGO Branch, Introduction to ECOSOC Consultative Status.

18 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Atticle 62.

19 ECOSOC, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council, 1992, p. 4.

20 UN ECOSOC, 4bout ECOSOC.

2 UN General Assembly, Strengthening of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/61/16), 2007, p. 2.

2 Ibid., p. 3.

23 UN General Assembly, Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 61/16 on the strengthening of the
Economic and Social Council (A/RES/68/1), 2013, p. 5.

24 1bid., pp. 4-5.




The Economic and Social Council comprises 54 members, each elected by the General Assembly for overlapping
three-year terms.?* The members are distributed in accordance with the geographical position of the applicants to
achieve equal representation from all continents: 14 seats are allocated to African States, 11 to Asian States, six to
Eastern European States, ten to Latin American and Caribbean States, and 13 to Western European and other
States.2® Each member has one representative and one vote in the Council.?’ All decisions are made by a simple
majority of those members present and voting.?

The Council holds two annual sessions, consisting of an organizational session when elections to the Bureau take
place, and a substantive session, which is further divided into five “segments” focusing on separate thematic aspects
of the Council’s work.? The working method of the Council was further reformed under the GA resolution 68/1 in
2013, and its work is now organized as follows:

High-level Segment (HLS): For 2014 and 2015, the HLS includes an Annual Ministerial Review to review
the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals and the post-2015 development agenda.* The
Development Cooperation Forum (DCF) will also continue to be held biennially in 2014.3! In addition to
this, the HLS entails ministerial-level meetings of the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable
Development.

Integration Segment: This segment aims to “make full use of its multidisciplinary network of specialized
bodies,” by monitoring and promoting “the balanced integration of the three dimensions of sustainable
development in the work of ECOSOC system,” through the consolidation of “all the inputs of Member
States, the subsidiary bodies of the Council, the United Nations system and other relevant stakeholders.”33
This segment consolidates important messages on primary themes and action-oriented recommendations
from the Council system.3*

Operational Activities for Development Segment: This segment monitors the follow-up to the
Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review (QCPR) recommendations, and alignment with the work of the
Specialized Agencies.? It will help the Council to provide efficient coordination to the UN Programmes
and Funds.3¢

Coordination and Management Meetings (CMM): CMMs are held regularly for the Council to “review
the reports of its subsidiary bodies (functional commissions, regional commissions and committees of
experts) and consider specific thematic issues for which the Council is expected to play a coordinating role,
such as gender mainstreaming.”3” The Council works closely with the Secretariat of the Chief Executives
Board for Coordination (CEB) during these meetings. 3

Humanitarian Affairs: This segment serves as a thematic forum for discussion on addressing operation
challenges and normative progress on the humanitarian policy.* In June 2014, the segment focused on the
future of humanitarian affairs and operation of the activities as well as addressed the importance of
transitioning from relief to development.*°

25 Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Chapter X; UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Members.

26 UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Members; Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Chapter X, Article 61.1-2.

2T Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Chapter X.

2 UN ECOSOC, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council, 1992, p. 22; Charter of the United Nations, 1945,
Chapter X.

2 UN ECOSOC, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council, 1992, p. 8.

30 UN ECOSOC, The New ECOSOC — Overview of Functions and Working Methods, 2014.

31 Ibid.

32 Ibid.

3 Ibid.

34 Ibid.

35 Ibid.

36 Ibid.

37 Ibid.

33 Ibid.

3% UN ECOSOC, 2014 Humanitarian Affairs Segment.

40 Tbid.




Governance

ECOSOC has its own rules of procedure that also administer the election process of the President, the Vice-
President, and the Rapporteur, all elected for a one year term.*' The Bureau provides a leadership role within
ECOSOC. It consists of five representatives, the President and four Vice-Presidents, who are elected to one-year
terms at the outset of each annual session by the entire 54 members of the Council.*? The Bureau assumes
responsibility for setting the Council’s agenda, devising an action plan and collaborating with the Secretariat on
administrative duties.** Bureau membership rotates equally among regional blocs.** The current President of
ECOSOC Plenary, Mr. Martin Sajdik, was elected on 14 January 2014.45

Subsidiary Bodies

ECOSOC oversees 14 subsidiary bodies that are “required to report annually to ECOSOC on their activities
submitting draft resolutions and recommendations to the Council.”#¢ The Council’s subsidiary bodies hold their own
sessions and produce recommendations, and their work is assessed by ECOSOC during the substantive session.*’
The two most common types of subsidiary bodies are functional and regional commissions, and specific methods of
work have been adopted within each subsidiary organ to align with the mandate of each entity:

Functional Commissions: The nine functional commissions are “deliberative bodies whose role is to
consider and make recommendations on issues in their areas of responsibility and expertise.”*® Functional
commissions in particular have a responsibility for following up to the major UN conferences, in
accordance with the role of ECOSOC.#

Regional Commissions: The five regional commissions aim to foster economic integration, oversee
the implementation of regional sustainable development initiatives, and help addressing economic
and social issues in sub-regions.>® In order to carry out these objectives, the commissions “promote
multilateral dialogue, knowledge sharing and networking at the regional level, and work together to
promote intra- regional and inter-regional cooperation, both among themselves and through
collaboration with other regional organisations.”! Regional commissions target problems and
challenges within their geographical scope, while functional commissions deal with issues related to
their constituting subject. Consequently, a member of a regional commission can only be a country
from this region (with one exception: the United States is a member of Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)).>

Expert Bodies composed of Governmental Experts: The seven bodies that fall into this category
are focused on narrow topics that ECOSOC has identified as important and deserving of additional
attention or particular expertise.>® These bodies consider issues falling within the scope of the
Commission’s work in order to improve the information, guidance, policy or regulations on the
issue, with a particular aim for coherence and consistency at the international level.>

Additional types of committees that report to ECOSOC include standing committees, ad-hoc bodies, and
other related bodies.>> Working methods and structural changes are made to subsidiary organs regularly;
however, the most significant change of note is the establishment of the High-level Political Forum on

41 UN ECOSOC, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council, 1992.

42 UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Bureau.

4 Ibid.

4 UN ECOSOC, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council, 1992, p. 9.

4 UN ECOSOC, President.

46 UN Dag Hammarskjdld Library, Functional Commissions.

47 Tbid.

4 Tbid.

4 UN ECOSOC, Further measures for the restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations in the economic, social and
related field (E/1998/46), 1998, p. 76.

30 UN Regional Commissions, 4bout.

31 Ibid.

52 New Zealand, United Nations Handbook 2013-14,2013, p. 161.

33 UN Group of Experts on Geographical Names, Overview.

3 UNCTAD, About International Standards of Accounting and Reporting.

35 UN ECOSOC, Subsidiary Bodies of ECOSOC.




Sustainable Development. Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) was abolished as of 20
September 2013, per ECOSOC resolution 2013/19, and replaced with the High-level Political Forum
(HLPF), which convenes annually under the auspices of ECOSOC.3

Functions and Powers

The Charter of the United Nations indicates that ECOSOC “may make or initiate studies and reports with respect to
international economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and related matters and may make recommendations
with respect to any matters to the General Assembly [GA], to the Members of the United Nations, and to Specialized
Agencies concerned.”’ It “may furnish information to the Security Council and shall assist [it] upon request.”® In
addition to this, the Council serves a critical role in providing coordination, monitoring and advice to the UN
programs agencies, and funds on international development policies and their implementation.* In particular, it
monitors and evaluates the implementation of the quadrennial comprehensive policy review (QCPR) of UN
operational activities for development, a policy mechanism, which was created under the GA landmark resolution
67/226 of 2013.9° Other functions of the Council entail: encouraging Member States to implement relevant policies;
providing financial resources; cooperating with relevant actors; mainstreaming and integrating good practice policy
at a national level; strengthening national level responses and capacity on a certain issue; sharing information and
good practice; appointing a national focal point; and providing support and better coordination with relevant entities
of the UN system. !

The Council also requests entities within the UN system to take action. For example, it requested the UN Office on
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) to provide “substantive contributions” to the development of guidelines on crime
prevention in urban areas.® It also invited all entities within the UN system to contribute to the implementation of
the Istanbul Programme of Action (2011), and requested that Specialized Agencies strengthen existing measures of
support and appropriate programming responses.® Additionally, the Council urged UN agencies to strengthen
humanitarian response capacity; provide technical cooperation for long-term partnerships; and recommended that
the Emergency Relief Coordinator enhances coordination, effectiveness and efficiency of humanitarian response,
especially through expertise and technology transfer to developing countries to build resilience.* The Council’s
functions and powers were further expanded with the adoption of the General Assembly resolution 68/1 in 2013
which mandated the body to provide leadership to the UN system through adoption of an annual theme; organize
thematic segments of the Council throughout the year; and convene an Integration Segment to monitor and promote
the integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development in the work of the Council.®

ECOSOC regularly requests the Secretary-General to follow-up on certain issues, and provide more concrete, formal
support as well as the resources necessary from within the budget of a regional or functional commission to carry

36 UN General Assembly, Format and Organizational Aspects of the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development
(A/RES/67/290), 2013, p. 7.

5T Charter of the United Nations, 1945, Article 62.

8 Ibid., Arts. 62, 63, and 65.

3 UN ECOSOC, Progress in the implementation of General Assembly resolution 67/226 on the quadrennial comprehensive

policy review of operational activities for development of the United Nations system (E/RES/2013/5), 2013, p. 1.

3 UN General Assembly, Quadrennial comprehensive policy review of operational activities of the United Nations system
(A/RES/67/226), 2012, pp. 1, 18, 19.
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out certain activities.® In 1998, ECOSOC initiated a meeting with the heads of various economic institutions, such
as state finance ministers, members of the World Bank and of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), leading to an
increase in cooperation between these financial institutions.®” Recently, both the General Assembly and the Council
attempted to strengthen partnerships by launching a joint Assembly-ECOSOC meeting to “examine ways on which
transformative post-2015 development agenda can best be supported by multi-stakeholder partnerships that responds
to sustainable development and complement intergovernmental efforts to shape a renewed global partnership for
development.”®

The Council established a standing Committee on NGOs in 1946, which directly reports to ECOSOC on the
procedural and substantive matters raised by civil society organizations.® In July 2010, ECOSOC granted
consultative status to the tenth organization working internationally for the protection of sexual minority rights, a
step that has led to an increase in the focus of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) issues in the
international sphere.” This example shows the importance of collaboration across various organizations, which was
identified as one the key reforms needed at the Council in order to strengthen economic, social, cultural
development, and human rights across Member States. In the latest report in June 2014, the Committee granted
consultative status to addition 158 NGOs, reviewed quadrennial reports and held informal consultations on
improving working methods of the Committee to meet the needs of NGOs.”!

Current Priorities

One of the key priorities of the Council currently is to manage the transition from the MDGs to the new
development framework, and lead the discussion on monitoring and implementation of SDGs.”?> The President of
ECOSOC stressed in his remarks at the General Assembly’s High-level Event on the post-2015 development agenda
that it is crucial to make the new development goals action-oriented by building national capacity and ensuring
efficient review systems, like the quadrennial comprehensive policy review of operational activities for development
of the United Nations system (QCPR), are in place to monitor impact.”® The Council, therefore, serves an
instrumental role in coordinating preparations, leading monitoring and implementation process through QCPR and
Annual Ministerial Review, as well as fostering global partnerships in the post-2015 setting through DCF.7* In
addition to this, both GA and ECOSOC work closely to promote innovative multi-stakeholder partnerships for
sustainable development, initiating a thematic forum for such discussion in April 2014.75 At the event, the
participants agreed to focus on scaling-up all forms of collaboration in the post-2015 setting; promote the
implementation of existing global commitments, and address “the emerging role of innovative multi-stakeholder
partnerships.”7

For the third consecutive year, ECOSOC led discussion around youth participation and inclusion, especially in the
post-2015 development agenda. In June 2014 the Council hosted a Youth Forum where UN Member States, youth
councils, government agencies and other organizations identified the following global priorities for immediate
action: youth unemployment and lack of access to decent jobs and education, young people’s health, good
governance, entrepreneurship and participation in decision-making processes.”’ These pressing issues were
consolidated in the advocacy strategy drafted by all the participants which serves as a “roadmap” towards closer
collaboration between young people and the UN agencies, civil society and private sector.’® Following this, the
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Council decided to focus explicitly on employment creation and decent work as a theme for the Integration Segment
of'its 2015 session; ECOSOC, therefore, remains a central body for youth-related issues.”

The Council’s biennial Development Cooperation Forum has prioritized other important issues, such as
development assistance and accountability, as increasing number of non-state actors such as NGOs, private sector,
and philanthropies have been contributing to international cooperation.®” The Forum plays a central role in
monitoring trends in international development cooperation and streamlining operational activities and their
delivery, which feeds into stronger policy integration between the work of the UN and variety of other development
partners involved in development activities.?!

Recent Sessions

In March 2014, ECOSOC convened the Development Cooperation Forum’s High-Level Symposium, on the topic
“Accountable and effective development cooperation in a post-2015 era,” to discuss ways how to improve
development cooperation and measure its impact.®? The President of ECOSOC stressed that the Symposium would
demonstrate the relevance of DCF and its instrumental role in ensuring “development cooperation is fit for purpose
in the post-2015 era.”® Participants discussed issues such as quality and effectiveness of development cooperation,
how it will look like post-2015, and how to design frameworks for effectively monitoring development cooperation
and making sure it is accountable.®* These discussions also fed into the first ministerial meeting of the Busan Global
Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation, which was held in Mexico in April 2014.%° In July 2014, the
Annual Ministerial Review was convened as part of ECOSOC High-level Segment at the UN Headquarters in New
York.% It took place in the overall substantive context of the final effort to accelerate progress towards the MDGs by
2015, the continued follow-up to Rio+20, and the discussions for elaborating the post-2015 development agenda.?’

The High-level Political Forum was held under the auspices of ECOSOC’s for the first time from 30 June to 9 July
2014.%8 The Forum replaced the UN Commission on Sustainable Development, formed in 1992 after the Earth
Summit in Rio de Janeiro to generate action on energy issues, sustainability in production and consumption.® The
outcome document of the 2014 ECOSOC High-level Segment and the High-level Political Forum was the
Ministerial Declaration, themed “Addressing ongoing and emerging challenges for meeting the Millennium
Development Goals in 2015 and for sustaining development gains in the future.”® It stressed the commitment to
establishing inclusive and a people-centered post-2015 development agenda that will build upon the legacy of
MDGs.’'The Declaration also identified that poverty eradication, sustainable patterns of consumption and
production, and natural resources as key requirements for sustainable development which need to be at the center of
the new development framework.®

The Council has also released its provisional agenda with the key events for 2015. The upcoming sessions will
include: high-level policy dialogue with international financial and trade institutions; the second High-level Political
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2014, p.1.
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Forum on sustainable development; review and coordination of the implementation of the Programme of Action for
the Least Developed Countries; and other meetings to follow-up on General Assembly’s recommendations.®?

Conclusion

The Economic and Social Council plays a key role in coordinating the expansive UN system. So far the Council has
demonstrated a commitment and leadership in mobilizing action on tackling key priority issues, such as sustainable
development, youth inclusion in decision-making processes, decent work and employment, and gender issues. It has
also initiated much-needed global collaboration across UN entities to ensure political commitment towards a new
development framework and SDGs. The contributions of the Council both as a forum for discussion and in terms of
policy guidance are significantly important and its role will continue to grow in the post-2015 era, where clear
organizational leadership and strong monitoring mechanisms to assess the progress towards SDGs will be required.
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I. Mainstreaming Youth in the Post-2015 Development Agenda

“Young people should be at the forefront of global change and innovation. Empowered, they can be key agents for
development and peace. If, however, they are left on society’s margins, all of us will be impoverished. Let us ensure
that all young people have every opportunity to participate fully in the lives of their societies.”%*

Introduction

Mainstreaming youth is the promotion of youth equality through empowerment initiatives to improve conditions for
youth worldwide.® This concept was first introduced in the 1980s, when the United Nations (UN) General
Assembly (GA) declared 1985 as the “International Youth Year: Participation, Development and Peace.”® With
approximately 85% of the world’s youth living in the developing world, it is fundamental to mainstream youth in
future initiatives.”” By 2050, the population is estimated to increase by another 2.2 billion people, with youth
majorities in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia.”® As the upcoming generation, youth must be integrated within
policy-making and in the future development agenda.®® Governments must prioritize the needs of rising youth cohort
in their respective countries, and adapt economic policies as well as political systems accordingly. %

The GA defined youth for the first time in resolution 36/28, adopted in 1981, as “those between 15-24 years.”!!
More recently, GA resolution 68/130, adopted in December 2013, encouraged youth participation in national and
international decision-making processes, and emphasized the importance of supporting young people with
education, security, and decent work to ensure their full contribution to the development agenda.'” Engaging youth
is a challenge that requires cooperation between governments, civil society organizations, and regional and national
actors to strengthen policies and ensure a “shared vision’ for 2050.'% Youth representatives in policy-making
empower young people as a group and provide fresh, innovative insights that can further benefit the sustainability
goals. 14

This guide will outline the importance of mainstreaming youth in the post-2015 development agenda through
international and regional framework as well as the international system as a whole. The guide will then delve into
some of the main challenges youth face, primarily focusing on methods to strengthen youth inclusion and
participation to allow young people ultimately to contribute towards the monitoring process and implementation of
the sustainable development goals (SDGs).

International and Regional Framework

The World Programme of Action for Youth (WPAY), adopted by the GA in 1995, offers policy direction over 15
priority areas to improve global youth conditions, including education, employment, and health, while protecting
their fundamental rights of life.!® The Programme urges governments to protect youth’s rights by promoting non-
discrimination, tolerance and the equality of opportunities for both men and women.!% The recent World
Conference on Youth held 5-10 May 2014 in Colombo, Sri Lanka, marked the first event where the UN successfully

% WFUNA, Youth Perspectives on the Post-2015 Development Agenda.

95 World Conference on Youth, Colombo Declaration on Youth, 2014.

% UN General Assembly, International Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace (A/RES/36/28), 1981.

97 UN DESA, Youth: Frequently asked questions, 2013.

%8 Tbid.

9 Council of Europe, UNESCO'’s Action With and For Young People, 2014, p. 2; UN DESA, Youth: Frequently asked questions,
2013.

190 Thid; UN General Assembly, Review of the implementation of the General Assembly resolution 61/16 on the strengthening of
the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/68/1), 2013, p. 6.

101 UN DESA, Youth: Frequently asked questions, 2013.

102 UN General Assembly, Policies and Programmes Involving Youth (A/RES/68/130), 2014.

103 Thid; UN ECOSOC, Economic and Social Council 2014 Youth Forum, 2014, p. 1.

104 PBL Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency, Roads fiom Rio +20: Pathways to achieve global sustainability goals
by 2050, 2012, p. 10.

105 UN DESA, World Programme of Action for Youth, 2010.

106 Thid.




integrated youth in discussions with Member States.'” The Colombo Declaration on Youth (2014) was adopted at
the end of the event, calling for youth inclusion in the monitoring and implementing process of the SDGs and
supporting youth involvement in the development agenda.'®

At the UN Conference on Sustainable Development in 2012 (also referred to as “Rio +20”’), Member States agreed
to focus on SDGs.!” The most outcome of Rio +20 was resolution 66/288 “The Future We Want,” adopted by the
GA on 27 July 2012.1° The outcome paved the way for both institutions and policy processes aimed at advancing
sustainable development at the international level. Importantly, the outcome established a High-Level Political
Forum (HLPF) for sustainable development, to meet annually with the guidance of the Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) to provide political leadership and recommendations for sustainable development, and also initiated an
Open Working Group (OWG) to ensure the contribution of diverse perspectives and experiences towards the
SDGs.!"! The resolution addressed youth inclusion in the post-2015 development agenda and the promotion of the
10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production Patterns (10YFP) from 2012-
2022, as commiitted in the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development (1992), Agenda 21 (1992) and the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation on sustainable consumption and production (2002).!'? The United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) is heavily involved with sustainable development initiatives within its role as the
secretariat for the 10YFP (2012).""3 UNEP organizes the funding to support sustainability projects designed to
strengthen youth inclusion with the environment through creating job opportunities and contributing to poverty
eradication. '!4

The HLPF met for the second session in New York from 30 June — 9 July 2014, where further commitments to the
post-2015 agenda were made.'"® Following this meeting, the HLPF Ministerial Declaration and the report of High-
level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) to ECOSOC were both adopted.!' The HLPF will meet
next in July 2015 to discuss the implementation of the SDGs.!'” The OWG recently met in July 2014 and adopted a
report containing a proposal of 17 SDGs.!!® This report was presented to the GA during its annual session in
September 2014 and will form a basis for intergovernmental discussions on the SDGs over the next 12 months along
with UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s report compiling Member States’ opinions, which is expected in
November 2014.'"° Two officials will be appointed to create an agenda for intergovernmental negotiations next year,
and the final SDGs will be presented at a special GA session in September 2015.120

Role of the International System

ECOSOC Youth Forums have mainstreamed youth needs through discussions on the post-2015 development
agenda.'?! The most recent forum held from 2-3 June 2014 aimed to “bring the voice of youth” in shaping the future
development framework through a total of five working sessions which involved a variety of youth ambassadors. '??
Youth participants recognized the urgency to prioritize youth employment and empowerment in the post-2015
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agenda.'” The ECOSOC President further emphasized the role of young people as catalysts in implementing the
SDGs; his summary of the conference highlighted potential methods to mainstream youth, such as involving youth
in the SDG monitoring and implementation process, mobilizing youth to pressure governments, and opening the
decision-making process to allow youth contributions towards policy formulation nationally and on the international
stage in the ECOSOC High-level segment, July 2014.124

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has been a notable supporter of
youth mainstreaming.'? It was the first UN agency to define and develop specific programs for youth and
established a Youth Forum, which runs alongside the biennial sessions of the General Conference.!?® This has
become a “unique” platform for young delegates from Member States to exchange ideas and discuss pertaining
issues among the forum.'?” Since 1998, the Bureau of Strategic Planning has dedicated a Section for Youth, which
directly communicates with UNESCO and youth NGOs worldwide.'?® UNESCO prioritizes its work with youth
through an Operational Strategy on Youth (2014-2021), which outlines future strategic partnerships to be created
between youth organizations and youth-related stakeholders to promote youth engagement, particularly in policy
formulation and decision-making mechanisms around economic and civic issues.'?’

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU), the UN’s specialized agency on information and communication
technology, hosted the Beyond (BYND) 2015 Global Youth Summit in Costa Rica from 9-11 September 2013.!3°
This Summit brought together a range of youth participants physically and through social media platforms to
address the role of technology in combating global challenges and framing the post-2015 development agenda.'3!
The outcome document, the BYND 2015 Global Youth Declaration (2013), is a significant milestone for youth
representation, becoming the first publically sourced document endorsed by the GA in resolution 68/130, adopted
December 2013.132 It urges governments to support young people through education provisions, political
representation and youth investments.'3* The Office of the UN Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth additionally
fosters youth engagement through a team of youth-led organizations and UN entities.!3*

Regional Organizations

Efforts to mainstream youth in the post-2015 development agenda were supported by the Regional Youth Forum for
Latin America and the Caribbean in Quito, Ecuador in May 2014.35 This forum attempted to allow youth
representatives and various regional organizations, governments, and civil society to engage in discussion and form
recommendations for the post-2015 development agenda.!3® The participants agreed on and prioritized youth
empowerment in the new framework.'3’ Additionally, increasing investments are being made in Africa, where 65%
of the population is under the age of 35 and nearly 50% is below the age of 19, to strengthen the participation of this
“youth bulge” in the post-2015 development framework.'3® These investments include strengthening research and
information on African youth issues, developing policies in line with the African Youth Charter and promoting
youth participation socially and in decision-making.'3°
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Civil Society Organizations

Inclusion of youth in the post-2015 development framework has been supported by several civil society
organizations, which are also notable for incorporating youth into development projects, creating opportunities for
youth to actively participate in the development framework, praising youth development initiatives and continuing
research on youth issues.

In 2012, Restless Development, a youth-led development agency, created a toolkit entitled “Youth Consultations for
a Post-2015 Framework,” to guide youth on consulting with other young people on the development agenda. 4
Youth workshops were held worldwide, including one in South Africa in October 2013, where over 100 youth
participants met to discuss sexual reproductive health and rights.!'#! This particular workshop allowed youth to
express their concerns on rights violations and prioritize measures to combat these issues.'“? The collective outcome
of the Restless Development workshops, a report on governance and the post-2015 development framework,
included recommendations on the importance of integrating youth in development efforts.'** These
recommendations were discussed by Restless Development’s partners, including Plan International, at the 8™ session
of the Open Working Group in February 2014, ultimately contributing to the wider future development scope.'*

Action Aid additionally supported youth prioritization in the post-2015 agenda through the pressure they placed
during events such as the 2013 High-level Panel on the post-2015 Development Agenda (HLP).!#* In their research,
Action Aid narrowed down the fundamental priorities for the development framework and predominantly
campaigned to bring human rights into the agenda.!* Their 2012 report “Righting the MDGs: contexts and
opportunities for a post-2015 development framework™ offers guidance specifically highlighting the need to set
goals which reflect the socio-political landscape of our generation, including the vast youth population.'#’

Opportunities for Mainstreaming Youth

There are five priority areas for youth in the future development agenda: education, employment and
entrepreneurship, health, good governance and peace and stability.'*® To address these priorities and create an
inclusive environment for young people, it is essential to ensure youth have universal access to education and
healthcare, decent work opportunities, participation in decision-making processes, gender equality, and human rights
protection.'#

Education, Employment and Entrepreneurship

In developing countries, poor educational quality and lack of access to education leaves over 250 million children of
primary school age unable to read or write, even after four years of schooling.'>° By improving the quality of
education in low-income countries, 171 million people could be lifted out of poverty, reducing the overall rates by
12%.15! Estimates also indicate that by ensuring girls complete education past primary level, the gross domestic
product (GDP) of a country could increase by 1.5%, and those who received training for specific jobs could
contribute towards a 4.4% increase in GDP.'32 For these reasons, it is crucial to incorporate educational challenges
within the post-2015 development framework, which will be instrumental in ensuring that youth receive universal
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access to high-quality primary and post-primary education.!'>3 Teachers must be well-trained and supportive to reach
the individual learning targets for youth in developing countries.'>* Along with improving educational quality, it is
fundamental to increase the spectrum of the educational agenda on various other issues, including human sexuality,
human rights, and rising terrorism threats to ensure youth are aware of their civil, cultural, economic, political and
social rights and responsibilities.'3

Youth living in rural, remote areas and those with disabilities are particularly vulnerable and are often subject to
limited education and work opportunities. In 2013, 74 million of the 200 million people unemployed were young
people due to insufficient job opportunities and lack of qualification.'3® Education and capacity building in
employment are the key to lifting youth out of poverty, and this must be reflected in the post-2015 development
agenda to prevent the continuously increasing gap of youth inequalities.’>’ Youth must also recognize the
importance of education, and training facilities and resources should be made available through cooperation between
governments and civil society organizations to prepare youth to compete in the current job market.'*® Youth
unemployment can also be addressed by altering the job market to eliminate exploitive work and unpaid traineeships
in favor of initiatives such as school-to-work transition policies, apprenticeships, and new jobs that follow
international standards for gender equality, pay and social rights.'>® Furthermore, youth from developing countries
must have access to newly emerging technologies to keep up with the requirements of the current age. '

Health, Peace and Personal Security

Mental health conditions affect 20% of youth across the globe and according to a World Health Organization report
(WHO) published in 2014 entitled, “Health of the World’s Adolescents,” the top three causes of death for youth
include road traffic accidents, HIV and suicide.'®! In order to tackle these issues, youth should be entitled to access
affordable and quality health services and treatments, including mental health services and sexual and reproductive
healthcare.'¢? It is also important for governments to cooperate with educational and health institutions to ensure
both boys and girls receive basic health information on nutrition, exercise, hygiene and sanitation, and sexual
healthcare.'®* The topic of youth with mental health conditions should be incorporated within the framework to
ensure young people can take responsibility in managing their lives and have access to the social and medical
support available to them. 64

Violence and trafficking are also threats to youth, particularly in conflict-affected countries where young women
and men both face increased risks of physical and sexual abuse and exploitation.!% Overall, 43% of homicide
victims are aged 15-29, and more than half of sexual assaults take place against girls younger than 16 years old.!¢
Governments must cooperate at the international level to consider security risks within the post-2015 development
framework, take action on removing all forms of violence against young people in schools, households, public
spaces, detention centers and the internet, and legalize instruments to protect vulnerable youth. !¢’

153 UNFPA, Investing in youth pays dividends, evidence firom Sri Lanka shows, 2014.

154 UN DPI, More teachers- better trained and supported- needed to reach education targets, UN warns, 2013; UN DPI, Filling
classrooms with poorly trained teachers undercuts education gains, warns UN, 2014.

I35 UNFPA, Investing in youth pays dividends, evidence from Sri Lanka shows, 2014; UN DPI, At UN meeting, tolerance and
education highlighted as critical allies against terrorism, 2014.

136 UN Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth, The Global Youth Call, 2014, p. 3.

37 UNESCO, Education For All Global Monitoring Report 2013/4: Teaching and Learning: Achieving quality for all, 2014; UN
DESA, World Programme of Action for Youth, 2010.

138 UN Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth, The Global Youth Call, 2014, pp. 3-4.

159 Tbid.

160 UN DESA, World Programme of Action for Youth, 2010.

161 WHO, Health of the World’s Adolescents, 2014, p. 5.

162 UNFPA, Investing in youth pays dividends, evidence from Sri Lanka shows, 2014; UN DESA, World Programme of Action
for Youth, 2010, pp. 8-9.

163 UN Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth, The Global Youth Call, 2014, pp. 4-5.

164 TLO, The UN in Zambia calls for inclusion of youth with mental health conditions, 2014.

165 UN Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth, The Global Youth Call, 2014, pp. 4-5; UN DESA, World Programme
of Action for Youth, 2010, p. 5.

166 Tbid.

167 UNODC, Global Study on Homicide, 2013, p. 11; UN DESA, World Programme of Action for Youth, 2010, p. 54; UN Office
of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth, Five-Year Action Agenda, 2014.

22



Governance and Participation

To ensure that programs and policies will meet the needs of youth, young people must have political representation
in the planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of services.!®® As the upcoming generation, youth can
contribute significantly towards their country policies, especially those affecting them directly including education,
employment and healthcare.!® It is also imperative for governments to empower youth and make it clear that their
voices matter.!” Governments and regional actors must support, promote and engage with youth-led organizations
and help voice their concerns locally and internationally.!”!

The Role of Youth in Implementation and Monitoring of the post-2015 Development Agenda

Communication between youth and external actors is crucial for them to become active citizens addressing global
issues.!”? To ensure that the post-2015 development agenda addresses the unique needs of all peoples, it is
fundamental for there to be a range of youth representatives from different backgrounds, including rural and urban
areas, a variety of religious sects and ethnic groups, and equal representatives of age and gender.!” Through
engaging integrated youth policies at the national, regional and international levels, we can ensure youth priorities
are met within countries and that youth are included in the implementation and monitoring processes required for the
future development framework.!”* Governments should allocate and invest resources in youth, strengthen national
capacities in collecting data on youth-related concerns to address their needs, as well as integrate young people in
policy-making processes.!”

At global and regional levels, UN regional commissions can play key roles in addressing youth-related issues within
countries and facilitating youth involvement in decision-making processes.!'’® Regional commissions must ensure
that data is transparent and available to youth in accessible formats to ensure they are able to track implementation
efforts.!”” Furthermore, the creation of alternative civil society organizations with youth representatives, such as the
Youth Advisory Board recommended by the Colombo Declaration on Youth (2014), can contribute to evaluating the
target results of the SDGs.'”® Another method to involve young people in the monitoring process of the SDGs is
through the Youth Delegate program, in which Member States nominate young people from their respective country
to address the General Assembly Third Committee (GA 3).'7

Furthermore, the universal periodic review mechanism used by the UN Human Rights Council, which invites civil
society representatives to write shadow reports, could be a vehicle to engage young people in the monitoring
process.'® Youth can also help strengthen the implementation and monitoring process by following the
accountability mechanisms outlined in the 2014 report entitled “Young people’s engagement in strengthening
accountability for the post-2015 agenda.”'8!

Conclusion
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Youth are the future and their innovative ideas and actions can be considered a catalyst force in terms of meeting the
targets of the SDGs; therefore, it is vital for youth needs to be mainstreamed in the post-2015 development agenda.
Governments and key organizations at the national, regional and international levels must adopt more open policies
to include youth.'®? Young people can play a role in raising their concerns and leveraging their political impact to
place pressure on governments and ensure the new set of development goals are reached.'®3 Education is the
foundational brick to overcoming many development challenges, and youth must have access to quality educational
systems with basic understandings of health issues, life skills and primary education to surmount social and
economic barriers. Threats to security and human rights also bar youth from full engagement, and these issues must
be prioritized in development initiatives to strengthen youth empowerment through education, employment, and
economic security. Youth are invaluable resources of action and, as their generation grows and comes into power,
their inclusion and appreciation in the post-2015 development agenda can help build a diverse and sustainable
future.

Further Research

Delegates should research further how youth can be mainstreamed into the post-2015 development agenda,
particularly the monitoring and implementation processes. What additional advantages can youth bring to the post-
2015 development framework? What actions must governments take to ensure youth are integrated into decision-
making processes around the post-2015 development agenda? What are the remaining barriers to youth participation
and involvement in the global discussions on the new development framework? What can be done on local, national
and international levels to overcome such barriers?
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Action for Youth. This document also provides important recommendations to Member States such
as establishment and promotion of youth-led organizations and policies in order to strengthen
youth inclusion in decision-making processes. It highlights the need for sustainable youth
participation in designing, implementing and assessing UN'’s youth policies and programs.
Delegates should review these recommendations in depth and consider ways how they could be
implemented and fostered.

United Nations, General Assembly, Sixty-eighth session. (2013). Review of the implementation of General Assembly
resolution 61/16 on the strengthening of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/68/1) [Resolution]. Retrieved 11
July 2014 from: http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/68/1

When considering the post-2015 agenda, it is fundamental to improve on existing models. This

General Assembly resolution outlines the agreements and recommendations how to strengthen the
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Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).The emphasis on youth participation and engagement is
highlighted in clause 24. This resolution provides an excellent overview on how improvements in
the way in which UN works can help progress some of the development goals in the post-2015
agenda.

United Nations, Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth. (2014). The Global Youth Call [Report].
Retrieved 10 August 2014 from: http://www.un.org/youthenvoy/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/The-Global-Call-on-
Youth with-endorsements 3-June-2014.pdf

This report presents a global consensus on specific proposals related to youth inclusion in the

post-2015 development framework. It summarizes the key outcomes from global consultations and

outlines the main five thematic areas from MyWorld2015 survey, namely education, employment

and entrepreneurship, health, good governance, and peace and stability. Delegates will benefit

from reading this material as it clearly outlines the key target areas for youth in post-2015

development agenda.

United Nations Population Fund. (2014). Investing in youth pays dividends, evidence from Sri Lanka shows

[Article]. Retrieved 10 July 2014 from: http://www.unfpa.org/public/home/news/pid/17692
This article from the United Nations Population Fund emphasizes the very importance of
mainstreaming youth in projects with the UN. This is crucial for delegates to understand in order
for them to grasp the full importance of youth involvement in future youth forums and other
related UN projects, particularly the post-2015 development agenda. The “Generation Youth”
report linked in the article further emphasizes how investment in youth is a_fundamental
component of our future.

United Nations, Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals. (2014). Proposal of the Open Working
Group on Sustainable Development Goals. Retrieved 8 October 2014 from:
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/focussdgs.html

This webpage provides a breakdown of the proposed goals in the post-2015 development agenda.

This is a useful site to gain understanding of the aims for the post-2015 development era, and it

provides the basis of the different subtopics, which are covered within this topic. Delegates may

find this useful when conducting research on SDGs as this site provides them with a good

overview of the current goals and discussions around them.

United Nations System Task Team on the Post-2015 UN Development Agenda. (2013). Statistics and indicators for
the post-2015 development agenda: A report from the Working Group on Monitoring and Indicators. Retrieved 10
August 2014 from:
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/untaskteam undf/UNTT_MonitoringReport WEB.pdf

This report evaluates indicators used with the Millennium Development Goals and offers lessons,

improvements and provides new innovative sources of data for future monitoring purposes.

Furthermore, the report offers new methods of measuring inequality across regional areas and

population groups which delegates may find useful as areas to be resolved. This is an excellent

source for the delegates to begin their research on how to improve regulations in relation to the

post-2015 development agenda.
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I1. Fostering Sustainable Development Practices through Gender Equality and the
Empowerment of Women

“The paradigm shift towards sustainable development requires a renewed focus on people-centered development
that prioritizes the expansion of capabilities, the eradication of poverty and the reduction of all types of inequalities,
and that promotes the rights and agency of women. '3

Introduction

Over the past four decades, sustainable development has become a key goal within the United Nations (UN) system
and at all levels of governance throughout the world.!# Sustainable development is defined as the ability to meet
society’s present needs without sacrificing the possibility of society meeting its own requirements in the future. '8
The UN has divided sustainable development into three pillars, each of which women can play a role in: social
development, environmental protection, and economic development.!®” Statistics reflect that women often take part
in job sectors such as construction, manufacturing, financial and business services, and engineering, which are
essential to maintaining a green economy. ' Further, applying sustainable development ideas in female-run
households can lead to a reduction in poverty, domestic violence, environmental issues and health problems.!® As a
result of these and other statistical outcomes, a number of UN entities such as the UN Development Programme
(UNDP), the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat), the
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), and the UN Entity for
Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women) have addressed gender equality and empowering
women in order to achieve sustainable development goals.!'*

International and Regional Framework

A focus on sustainable development within the international community emerged in the early 1970s and has since
grown at a quick pace.'”! However, the UN’s focus on supporting women originated in the Charter of the United
Nations.'”? The UN has often discussed sustainability, development and gender equality simultaneously, yet
separately, in previous years.'*? In 2000, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) emphasized the notion that the
two concepts should be integrated.!*

Sustainable Development

In 1972, the UN Conference on the Human Environment took place in Stockholm, Sweden, where a discussion of
the “rights of the human family to a healthy and productive environment” led to further conversations on access to
food, water, family planning, and related issues.'*> Almost a decade later, the International Union for the
Conservation of Natural Resources (IUCN) published a document called the World Conservation Strategy (WCS)
which stated that nature cannot be conserved without development that relieves the impoverished across the globe,
thus emphasizing the inherent connection between both conservation and development.'* In 1982, the World
Charter for Nature (A/RES/37/7) was adopted by the UN General Assembly (GA), stating that “man’s needs can be
met only by ensuring the proper functioning of natural systems.”!?” One year later, the GA created the World
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Commission on Environment and Development (WCED) in order to formulate “a global agenda for change.”!% In
1992, the first UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) occurred in Rio de Janeiro, where
Agenda 21: A Programme of Action for Sustainable Development was developed, resulting in increased Member
State participation in working towards sustainable development.!® In 1993, the Commission on Sustainable
Development (CSD) was formed, and in 1997, the GA held its 19th Special Session (UNGASS-19) with the goal of
creating a “Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21.”2% Ten years after Agenda 21 was developed,
the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) was held in 2002 to renew the world’s obligation to work
towards sustainable development.?’! Most recently, in 2012, the UN Conference on Sustainable Development
(UNCSD, or Rio+20) occurred, where sustainability issues were discussed in conjunction with MDGs 3 and 5, the
sustainable development goals (SDGs), and the post-2015 development agenda, the latter two of which are ongoing
discussions related to the development and renewing of international development goals following the 2015
expiration of the MDGs.?*? By the end of this conference, numerous entities and bodies made over 700 commitments
to achieving the sustainability agenda, resulting in pledges of over $500 billion for various actions such as
empowering female entrepreneurs in Africa, planting 100 million trees, recycling at least 800,000 tons of PVC per
year, and greening 10,000 square km of desert.?%

Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women

The support of women’s rights was present in the 1945 Charter of the UN, and CSW was created the following year
by ECOSOC in order to work towards gender equality and the empowerment of women.?* This Commission
emphasized the need for the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights to include gender-neutral language.?’ In
1979, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) was adopted by
the GA, which highlighted the rights of women in relation to gender equality and discrimination.?’ In 1985, the
Third World Conference on Women took place in Nairobi, where non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
participated in a forum that discussed the movement of gender equality which led to the creation of the UN
Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM).2%7 In 1995, the landmark Fourth World Conference on Women resulted
in the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, which has been described as recognizing “the need to shift the
focus from women to the concept of gender, recognizing that the entire structure of society, and all relations
between men and women within it, had to be re-evaluated.”?® Understanding this, MDGs 3 and 5 on gender equality
and improving maternal health, respectively, emphasized attention to gender issues that the UN system continues to
address.?”

Role of the International System

The UN system has more recently discussed the connection between sustainable development, gender equality and
empowering women. The importance of ECOSOC in discussing sustainable development has been highlighted,
particularly with the Council’s charge to explore whether or not commitments made at the Rio+20 conference are
achieved.?!? In addition to this, gender equality and female empowerment have often been emphasized in the
workings of ECOSOC during events including the 2013 High-level and general ECOSOC meetings.?!! In 2012, in
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cooperation with the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), ECOSOC presented the Vienna
Policy on Gender Equality in which policy recommendations were developed regarding the changes in advancement
of women’s empowerment as a result of a global shift in development.2'? Recently, as a part of ECOSOC’s 2014
High-level segment, the Council hosted the High-level Political Forum (HLPF) 2014, where the theme was
“Achieving the Millennium Development Goals and charting the way for an ambitious post-2015 development
agenda, including the sustainable development goals.”?'> ECOSOC will also host the 2015 HLPF on “Strengthening
integration, implementation and review — the HLPF after 2015.72!4

Other UN entities have focused on the significance of gender equality and development. For example, UNDP
focuses on economic and sustainable development, democratic governance, poverty reduction, and crisis prevention
and recovery.?’> UNDP also participates in several projects and initiatives such as the Global Gender and Economic
Policy Management Initiative (GEPMI) and the Secretary-General’s initiative UNIiTE to End Violence Against
Women as methods to further the MDGs and sustainable development.?'¢ UNEP focuses on addressing
environmental conditions and trends, developing environmental instruments, and strengthening institutions for
managing the environment, while also approaching gender equality issues.?!” Furthermore, UNEP, through the
Women’s Major Group, recognizes the incorporation of women as a means to achieve the goals of sustainable
development, gender equality and women’s empowerment.!8 This group utilizes both regional and global planning
in order to help generate policy suggestions to help address sustainability and gender issues.?!® The UN Human
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) provides a different perspective on sustainability, gender, and women’s
empowerment because of its strong emphasis on urbanization, particularly in relation to adequate housing, energy,
sanitation, infrastructure, and water.?2° UN-Habitat maintains discussions regarding women and girls in local and
urban governance, rights to land and housing, gender equal towns and cities, safety and security in cities, and
livelihood and economic empowerment of women and girls.??! UN-Habitat also utilizes an initiative called the
Gender Equality Network as a forum for individuals to discuss and create solutions to gender issues in urban
areas.???

Additionally, CSW has previously addressed gender equality and sustainable development in its workings.??3 The
Commission on the Status of Women creates multi-year work programmes in order to help implement the goals of
the Beijing Platform for Action.??* UN-Women was created to focus on achieving gender equality and women’s
empowerment throughout international efforts.??> This agency merged four pre-existing agencies and bodies: the UN
International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (UN-INSTRAW), UNIFEM, the
Office of the Special Adviser on Gender Issues, and the Division for the Advancement of Women.??° A recent
movement led by UN-Women is the “HeForShe” initiative, which aims to promote gender equality by mobilizing 1
billion men and boys as advocates for achieving gender equality.??’

Civil society organizations (CSOs) also play a significant role in working towards achieving both women’s
empowerment and development goals.??® CSOs have a unique involvement in reaching these goals as they facilitate
citizen action while additionally strengthening civic engagement.??® Organizations such as the Association for
Women’s Rights in Development (AWID) and the Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development are
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examples of groups that recognize the inherent connection of women’s rights to development.?*° In terms of the
post-2015 development agenda, AWID provided critical analysis on human rights and financing for development
during the recent beginning of 69" session of the General Assembly, stating that in their current form, the SDGs
lack the “real ambition for urgent transformational change the world needs to achieve gender equality, women’s
human rights, sustainable development in harmony with nature, and end equalities.”?*! For the actual means of, and
financing for, the implementation for the goals, AWID calls for a stronger focus on human rights and the availability
of public funding for sustainable development.?

Promoting Sustainable Development Practices

The Economic and Social Council is a key facilitator in the UN system to achieve international goals on sustainable
development.?** Generally, ECOSOC focuses on six building blocks of sustainable development that are recognized
throughout other UN bodies and entities: water, poverty eradication, natural resource management, energy,
sustainable urbanization, and food security and nutrition.?** Each of these key areas illustrates the impact that gender
equality and women’s empowerment can have on promoting sustainable development practices.?> Specifically,
ECOSOC and the UN help facilitate the work of entities and bodies that focus on these building blocks and women,
through the interaction of NGOs and agencies.?¢ In turn, these interactions can lead to policy coordination in order
to achieve specific goals, such as the MDGs and SDGs.?” By understanding the inter-dependence of the MDGs and
the SDGs, ECOSOC can use gender equality and women empowerment, along with a global partnership for
development, as a starting place to help lead to the achievement each of the remaining goals.?*® For example,
empowering women can lead to solving development issues, which in turn can lead to the elimination of poverty and
the increase of education.?*

Water

The UN Inter-Agency Mechanism on All Freshwater Related Issues, Including Sanitation (UN-Water) focuses on
several goals: water resources, water governance, water-related disasters, wastewater pollution and water quality,
and drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene.?*° In relation to these goals, UN-Water has found evidence that using a
gender-sensitive developmental approach can be effective in both the conservation of water and sustainability of
water.?*! For example, 90% of water and wood gathering in Africa is done by women, and female involvement in the
creation and monitoring of water projects can increase the effectiveness of such projects up to six or seven times.>*
As a result of these successes, UN-Water recommends women and men as equals at all levels of water resource
management and governance, thus removing women and girls from unpaid activities and disempowerment as well
as simultaneously addressing water sustainability and other issues.?** These efforts can be effective in approaching
this issue; for example, a Tanzanian study found that reducing the length of distance women and girls must travel for
water has resulted in increased school attendance by 12%.24

Poverty Eradication

According to UNDP, women are often the primary producers of food and carry the burden of farming land, carrying
water, grinding grain, and cooking.>* Yet, women often lack access to education, land, financial resources, and jobs,
which in turn can lead to inefficient practices regarding food production.?*¢ As a result, UNDP focuses on promoting
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women’s and girls’ economic rights and opportunities, including women in planning, budgeting, and policy-making
processes, and ensuring equal access to essential services such as health and education.?*” One successful example of
poverty reduction took place in Bosnia and Herzegovina, where unemployed women over 40-years-old were trained
in a program to become professional nannies.?*® As a result of this program, women were able to obtain jobs even
before completing training, thus leading to economic empowerment and eventually, a reduction in poverty.2* This
initiative has positively affected over 47,000 people so far, and more than 140 similar projects have been
successfully executed.?*® By advancing women’s economic empowerment through granting access to land,
resources, paid work, and planning and budgeting, women are able to maintain a financial livelihood which in turn
assists in the eradication of poverty.?!

Natural Resource Management

Lack of access to natural resources, particularly water, minerals, and land, can often cause conflict within Member
States.?>? Because of key responsibilities of gathering water and managing land, women play an important role in
managing those natural resources.?>* Specifically, educating women on irrigation and water management can lead to
higher productivity while also addressing issues of soil erosion that can occur through subsistence agriculture which
women are normally limited to using.?** As a result of gaining water entitlements, women can avoid catalysts for
violence and promote economic recovery through their participation in decision-making.?> The Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) has also proposed addressing gender equality in natural
resource management through training modules on gender, collecting data on gender analysis in relation to water
management, and addressing women’s access to control and ownership of water resources.?*® For concrete evidence
of the connection between women and natural resource management, a case study in Senegal found that female
members of a community were able to revive a rare mangrove species by planting 2000 hectares of the plant.?’
Women were the key actors in this instance because a majority of the men were engaged in other work activities.?%
As a result, the mangroves influenced the local environment by increasing local oysters, honeybees, and carp.?*°

Energy

According to UN-Women, women and girls often lack access to modern energy sources.?® As a result, women in
many Member States across the world use inefficient stoves that can result in lung disease, lung cancer, and
pneumonia due to indoor air pollution.?! Education on safe cooking solutions can help reduce climate emissions
while saving lives.?®? Additionally, women can be educated regarding solar engineering that will make them both
technically and financially self-sufficient, in turn contributing to more renewable energy options.?®* An example of
this occurred in Mauritania, where a solar-powered oven was installed in a small village.?** Over 250 households use
the oven, which can output a large number of loaves of bread, in turn resulting in products that can be sold.?¢* This
and similar efforts reduce poverty, empowers women, and utilizes sustainable energy simultaneously.2¢¢

Sustainable Urbanization
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According to ECOSOC, “urbanization can be an effective tool for the integration of economic, social and
environmental dimensions of sustainable development.”?¢” Consideration of gender is important within sustainable
urbanization, particularly in relation to urban migration, slum growth, and urban services such as sanitation, water,
and transportation.?®® Over half of the world’s population lives in urban areas, but women and girls often suffer
negative aspects of urbanization unequally.?®® Negative effects of urbanization include lack of access to clean water,
sanitation issues, low-quality housing, unemployment, and crime.?’® Women are often affected more by these than
men because of unequal poverty rates and lack of access to resources to improve living situations.?”! As a result,
empowering women starting within their own homes is one way to increase the standard of living.?’? Increasing
affordable and low-income housing options can also ease the burden of child-rearing, income-earning, and
household management, and make a neighborhood more habitable as a result.?’”> One successful case study related to
this took place in Bangladesh, where women participated in a training offered by UNDP’s “Urban Partnerships in
Poverty Reduction,” in order to understand how to manage their finances.?’ As a result of that training, a series of
slums were transformed into small businesses, thus assisting in cleaning up the area and increasing the ability to
obtain safe sanitation and water.?’

Food Security and Nutrition

Food security has been defined as “when all people, at all times, have physical and economic access to sufficient,
safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food preference for an active and healthy life.”?’¢ As noted
previously, women are often in charge of growing and preparing food for the home.?”” However, they are often
limited in their access to lands, must only eat food remaining after male family members have eaten, and providing
care for family which can prevent them from spending as much time growing and gathering food.?’® Yet, when
women have control over assets and what to produce, they tend to produce food that allows for family security,
whereas men tend to produce what produces the most cash crops.?’’ By assisting women in the training of hygiene
and sanitation, improving food processing, increasing access to decision-making, and creating gender-sensitive
indicators, all of which can lead to safer practices and better nutrition, women can be empowered while also
addressing food security and nutrition sustainability issues.?®’ In an FAO training project in Afghanistan, women
who were primary producers of poultry and eggs were trained in order to increase their production.?®! As a result of
their training, in the first three years, the women produced 20 million eggs, consuming 7.5 million themselves. 2%
The remaining eggs were then traded or sold, and this contributed to family food security and nutrition and assisted
the families financially.?®3

The Post-2015 Development Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals

In May 2013, UN-Women created a summary note reinforcing the importance of recognizing MDG 3 as a singular
goal, while simultaneously working to address gender equality in other MDGs.?® The note also emphasized the
importance of focusing on these same issues through the post-2015 development agenda and the SDGs.?** Several
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proposals in the note include addressing gender equality via the sustainable development pillars, increasing equality
in decision-making, promoting freedom from violence, and improving access to resources in reference to gender
equality.?® In addition, other documents specifically address the inherent need for the equality of men and women in
the future of sustainable development. For instance, the Rio+20 outcome document The Future We Want states that
women’s empowerment requires full participation in the creation and revision of policies regarding sustainable
development.?®” In Chapter 24 of Agenda 21, CEDAW and conventions of the International Labor Organization
(ILO) and the UN Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) are referenced and emphasis is
placed on their implementation.?®® Of the proposed SDGs, Goal 5 focuses on empowering women by proposing to
end discrimination, eliminate violence, stop harmful practices such as genital mutilation, promote shared
responsibilities with the family and within the household, ensure leadership and decision-making, provide access to
reproductive health means, and reform land ownership and other laws through technology and legislation.?* Each of
those goals are accessible within ECOSOC’s mandate and as a result, should be addressed and met while also
promoting gender equality and the empowerment of women.?*

Conclusion

Because of the key role of women in every aspect of society, women also play an important part in each element of
sustainable development. As a result, promoting gender equality and empowering women is essential to creating
solutions to sustainable development issues such as water, poverty eradication, natural resource management,
energy, sustainable urbanization, and food security and nutrition. Some of the major issues that may hinder the
achievement of gender equality and women’s empowerment may be a lack of infrastructure, cultural and religious
practices, lack of implementation methods, and lack of training. The MDGs must be met, and the post-2015
development agenda and SDGs must be developed, while also respecting Member States’ sovereignty, cultural and
religious practices, and other regional or global ideals. Proper implementation of achieving goals must be made, and
understanding where the MDGs fell short may assist in planning the future priorities for action. With efforts from
UN entities and Member States, gender equality, empowering women, and sustainable development can be
advanced for the good of the global community.

Further Research

While conducting research, delegates should consider questions such as: what types of solutions jointly stem from
the platform of women’s empowerment and sustainable development? How can those solutions be implemented in
each pillar or building block of sustainable development? How can the post-2015 development agenda and the
SDGs be developed to promote sustainable development practices through gender equality and the empowerment of
women? What shortfalls of the MDGs can be addressed through reaching the goals of the SDGs, particularly in
relation to sustainable development and gender equality and women’s empowerment?
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I1I. Promoting Social and Economic Integration through Sustainable Urbanization
Introduction

Throughout the tenure of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the United Nations (UN) has urged the
implementation of actions to eradicate poverty and improve socioeconomic and environmental development
worldwide by 2015.2°! In order to continue these efforts after the 2015 MDGs deadline, the High-Level Panel (HLP)
on the Post-2015 Development Agenda has developed recommendations towards the adoption of a post-2015
development agenda and the eradication of extreme poverty by 2030.22 The HLP emphasizes in its report, “A New
Global Partnership: Eradicate Poverty and Transform Economies through Sustainable Development,” the
importance of inclusive and equitable economic and social development in order to reduce poverty, income
disparity, and environmental degradation through access to basic services and housing; increasing accountability for
governments and institutions; and encouraging cooperation and partnerships at the local, national and regional
levels.?®3 Additionally, in June 2014, the Co-Chairs of the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals
published the Zero Draft with 17 proposed goals and targets that focus on specific goals while also targeting
interrelated issues that connect poverty eradication measures with social, economic and environmental
dimensions.?* As a key component of the post-2015 discussion, sustainable urbanization is currently one of the
main goals of the international community and specifically of the Economic and Social Council’s (ECOSOC).?%

According to the UN’s Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), the global population is expected to
increase to 9.3 billion by 2050, with 6.3 billion people living in urban areas.?*® Hence, the twenty-first century has
seen an unprecedented population growth with benefits and obstacles that emphasize the importance of discussing
sustainable urbanization.?®’ Sustainable urbanization is the ability to ensure that urbanization can be connected to
development in economic, social, and environmental methods.?®® Although sustainable urbanization is recognized
within national and international agendas, a 2014 DESA report points out that there is not a set definition of what an
urban settlement is, hence the criteria of what constitutes urbanization can vary between Member States.?*
However, in order to consider an area an urban settlement, according to DESA, it must show that it meets a
minimum level of population density, employment in the formal sector, infrastructure for providing education,
manufacturing, health services, water and sanitation.>? To further understand how these characteristics shape urban
development, this topic will examine the participation of the UN and the involvement of the international
community in promoting social and economic policies through sustainable urbanization and how these policies
further the goals of the post-2015 development agenda.

International and Regional Framework

The 1972 UN Conference on the Human Environment greatly contributed to international awareness on how
mankind affects and is affected by its relationship with the environment.3°! Integrating economic, social and
environmental development, now widely recognized as the three dimensions of sustainable development, was an
idea first discussed by the World Commission on Environment and Development (WCED) and its resulting 1987
Brundtland Report, also known as “Our Common Future.”%? This was further reiterated as a main objective in the
discussions leading to the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), or Earth Summit,
held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.3®* As a result of the Earth Summit, its outcome document, Agenda 21, was a
milestone in discussing the need of an action plan for all levels of governance to promote sustainable development
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policies.3** Greater emphasis was given to this issue in 1993 when the General Assembly (GA) established the
Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) as the responsible body to monitor the outcome of Agenda 21.3%
Agenda 21 provided Member States with a series of objectives and suggested deadlines with the ultimate goal of
implementing a wide range of issues, including those with an urban dimension, such as sustainable settlement
development; protecting and promoting human health, environmentally sound management of solid wastes and
sewage-related issues; and other topics.3?° As a way to recognize not only urban settlements, but also the people
affected by urbanization, the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) placed
importance and interest directly onto affected members of the global community, in particular in building awareness
about women’s empowerment as stated in the ICPD Programme of Action.**” In 1996, the Second UN Conference
on Human Settlements was held (Habitat II).3% In 2014, the ICPD Beyond 2014 Review aimed to reinforce global
commitment to solving world challenges through policies that include and engage all sectors of society, including
the poor.3%

At the beginning of the twenty-first century, the UN adopted the United Nations Millennium Declaration (2000) as a
high-level commitment to eradicate poverty and to improve, protect and better the global, social, economic and
environmental structure.3!° The MDGs highlight the relationship between the goals and urban poverty, as seen by
MDG 7, which calls for environmental sustainability; its targets 7.C and 7.D request halving by 2015 “the
proportion of people without access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation services” and achieving
“improvement of living conditions for at least 100 million slum dwellers” by 2020, respectively.'! The 2002 World
Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) continued to draw attention to the importance of urban development
by recognizing the role of cities, the need for improved water and sanitation conditions and combat pollution as
mentioned by the WSSD Plan of Implementation.3!?

In 2012, the outcome document of the Rio+20 Conference, The Future We Want, emphasized efforts to better world
quality of life and to promote the role of cities within the international community.*'3 The Future We Want noted the
importance of incorporating local authorities to work in cooperation with national governments and other
stakeholders towards public services, employment opportunities, and management and quality of resources as
specified in the MDGs.3'* To highlight ECOSOC’s mandate to mainstream sustainability as the main priority to the
path to development, The Future We Want called upon the integration of ECOSOC as a key body to partner with
other UN bodies to streamline, facilitate, and manage the three pillars of sustainable development.3!?

In January 2012, the UN High-Level Panel on Global Sustainability published its final report titled “Resilient
People, Resilient Planet: A Future Worth Choosing.”'® This report makes 56 recommendations addressed to all
levels of governance in society and states that in order to achieve a holistic approach for sustainability, commitment
to ensure social dimensions and environmental consciousness must incorporated in economic development
policies.?!” Most recently, DESA also published the 2014 “Revision of World Urbanization Prospects” to provide
empirical data in relation to urban and rural population distribution and urbanization trends worldwide.3'
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Role of the International System

The Economic and Social Council has often discussed the significance of sustainable urbanization. In 2012,
ECOSOC resolution 2012/27 on human settlements recognized progress made towards achieving MDG 7 in
improving the lives of slum dwellers.?"” It emphasized the need to counter the growth of slums in developing
countries, as well as encouraged governments to work alongside the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-
Habitat) with the private sector and civil society to address the wide range of challenges affecting urban
populations.>?° In September 2013, the GA adopted resolution 68/1 to enhance the oversight and leadership role of
ECOSOC by strengthening its role as the key coordinator of activities within the UN system.*?! The role of
ECOSOC’s mandate was strengthened to monitor and report on progress made by adopting an annual theme to
mainstream the three dimensions of sustainable development through convening an annual Integration Segment
meeting on a different development theme for each segment’s yearly cycle.??? In addition to the 2014 Integration
Segment, ECOSOC has focused on sustainable development and urbanization within other recent dialogues. In April
2014, ECOSOC President, H.E. Mr. Martin Sajdik, expressed the urgent need for Member States and the UN to
support the efforts of the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF), led by ECOSOC, to
achieve sustainable development through a policy framework that supports, recommends and works alongside
countries to overcome challenges, apply strategies, and promote initiatives of action.3?

To further ECOSOC’s role in the Rio+20 discussions and the post-2015 development agenda, the theme of
ECOSOC’s 2014 Annual Ministerial Review was “Addressing ongoing and emerging challenges to meet the MDGs
in 2015 and for sustaining development gains in the future.”32* On 27 May 2014, ECOSOC held its first Integration
Segment on the theme of sustainable development.3?> This meeting promoted the exchange of regional, national and
local experiences and policies with recommendations to continue efforts towards achieving the MDGs and the post-
2015 development agenda.’? During the segment, Member States were called upon to consider the following three
principles: to develop a national perspective on the role of urban centers; incorporate urban planning in public
policy; and ensure planned city expansions to address informal settlements such as slums.3?’ The outcome of this
year’s Integration Segment will become ECOSOC’s contribution to Habitat III, the UN Conference on Housing and
Sustainable Urban Development, in 2016. As noted in General Assembly resolution 66/207, Habitat I1I’s purpose is
to continue the commitments made at Habitat I1.32

There are also currently several global campaigns by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) promoting
sustainable urbanization. For instance, coordinated by UN-Habitat, the World Urban Campaign’s (WUC) outcome
document The City We Need lays out specific legislative framework for a representative and inclusive urban
future.??® Other campaigns are building awareness about the urban agenda; for example, the United Cities and Local
Governments’ (UCLG) mission is to represent the interests and role of local governments through cooperation with
the international community.**® At this year’s first ECOSOC Integration Segment, UCLG recommended that
citizens be at the heart of local governance, which in turn has the potential to reduce inequalities by implementing
policies that ensure access to basic services.**!
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Sustainable Urbanization

A half-century ago, two-thirds of the world’s population lived in rural areas, and less than one-third of individuals
lived in urban settlements; however, these statistics are now reversed, with more than half of the world’s population
living in urban areas.?*? This global demographic shift, if given the appropriate attention and resources, can allow
sustainable urbanization strategies to benefit a greater proportion of the population.*33 Urbanization is a global trend
but its effects vary greatly by region; Latin America and North America have the highest levels of urbanization,
while Africa and Asia continue to have less than half of their populations living in rural areas.*** Given that social
and economic problems affect the standard of living and the overall productivity of cities, challenges of urbanization
can include “ineffective urban planning, governance and financing systems; inefficient resource use; poverty,
inequalities and slums, as well as inadequate delivery of basic services (including, water, sanitation and waste
management).”3* Nevertheless, socioeconomic conditions can lead cities to serve as platforms for creating efficient
and sustainable urban populations, as they have the capacity to promote employment opportunities; practice efficient
transportation options; and improve access to basic services, housing and clean water and reduced waste through the
adoption of cohesive, redistributive policies with collaboration of local, national and regional governments.33

Social Integration

Slum poverty

Slums are the result of income inequality and stagnant economic growth, which drives individuals living in poverty
to struggle to find adequate housing.**” With one-third of the world’s urban population living in overcrowded and
underserviced slums, it is essential to consider the linkage between poverty, adequate urban planning, housing, safe
water and sanitation.>*® For slums to be more habitable and adequate, they should be well structured, permanent and
secured, and have access to clean water and sanitation infrastructure.3** MDG 7 and its target 7.D called upon
Member States to improve, by 2020, the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers, and even though some progress
has been achieved, unprecedented rapid slum growth has hindered the progress towards improving poor conditions
in slums.**® According to UN-Habitat, slum reduction can be achieved by implementing an integrated approach that
incorporates “(1) awareness and advocacy; (2) long-term political commitment; (3) policy reforms and institutional
strengthening; (4) implementation and monitoring; (5) and scaling-up of successful local projects.”**! For instance,
since 2000 in Latin America and the Caribbean, an estimated 30 million people have moved out of slum conditions;
in particular, in Argentina, Colombia and the Dominican Republic, the slum dweller populations have been
successfully reduced by over one-third.>* This was the result of a combination of preventive measures that control
and oversee slum growth and incorporate economic policies that called on political responsibilities to encourage
funding, policy reforms, oversight and institutional strengthening for the improvement of urban settlements. 343

Sustainable urban mobility and transportation

Due to the complex nature of most urban areas, the main purpose of urban transportation and mobility is to enable
population connectivity with education, employment, goods, services, public space for social interactions, and
economic development.>** Currently, UN-Habitat is working to restructure existent slum conditions in developing
countries to reflect by focusing on redesigning streets and roads to facilitate traffic, enhancing accessibility in and
out of slums, and improving urban planning and designing that highlight the different social functions of streets.3**
Furthermore, the UN Advisory Committee of Local Authorities (UNACLA), whose main objective is to ensure
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dialogue between local authorities, the UN, and central governments, is another UN agency currently assisting
countries with the urban planning recommendations.>** UNACLA recommends the adoption of five principles
designed to address the transportation needs of people in relation to the context of the city, including considering
transportation within sustainable urbanization and planning, creating public transportation systems that work well,
and supporting technologies for vehicles and energy.’*’ Following these recommendations, the city of Kigali in
Rwanda developed the “Kigali City Public Transport Master Plan” to implement a comprehensive approach to
improve public transportation, pedestrian and bicycle safety, and parking policies and guidelines.**® These changes
in urban mobility are designed to help the city accommodate the increase in population while alleviating the city’s
infrastructure.#

Water and sanitation

Although the UN has placed a major emphasis on improving water and sanitation services, about one-third of the
world’s population do not have proper sustainable sanitation management and an acceptable quality of drinking
water, which negatively impacts the standard and quality of public health in urban areas.’>’ Establishing water and
sewage infrastructure, including dams, water treatment areas, reservoirs, sewage, and pipelines, has the capacity to
shape the spatial development of cities by increasing the distribution of services to local areas which in turn leads to
new developments.®! Development progress is hindered by the lack to access to these services, as well as hazardous
levels of water pollution, untreated water, and unsafe waste disposal and water drainage.33? Accordingly,
coordination among local and national levels of governance should be encouraged to continuously monitor
infrastructure efficiency.?>* For example, many Arab cities have successfully maintained water supplies for their
populations by prioritizing water security as a public good, hence ensuring supplies, demand management,
conservation and desalination.’>* The implementation of infrastructure serves as a starting point for cities to facilitate
prosperity, socioeconomic development and environmental protection.?%

Women and civil society

For sustainable urbanization to be inclusive, it is essential for legislative and policy frameworks to include and reach
out to marginalized groups, particularly women, in order for them to benefit equally from urbanization access to
housing, land, and basic services.3*® One of the main socioeconomic challenges that women face is that unpaid
domestic care and work responsibilities often result in lower-quality, unstable work.*>” Low-quality work is mainly
found in the informal sector of the economy, and roughly 60% of the workforce in underdeveloped countries is
composed of women.**® The risks and vulnerability faced by women in cities are far greater than for men given that
women often lack accessibility to resources and services and legislation that protects women’s interests and needs.>*
Thus, by including women’s voices within legislation and planning, urban development can benefit more sectors of
society.*®® Furthermore, the UN’s Women Watch focuses on building awareness on how gender equality issues
relate to urban development affect urban poor women.*®! For instance, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), UN-
Habitat and UN-Women launched a joint initiative, “Safe and Friendly Cities for All.”3¢? This initiative assesses
eight large cities to increase local government’s capacity to deal with violence against women, as well as by
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incorporating women and youth’s specific needs in all aspects of urban development and services to improve their
participation and safety.?%

Economic Integration

Inclusive employment opportunities

The fast rate of urbanization in developing countries is closely associated with the creation and availability of
employment opportunities, yet many remain unemployed or underemployed, especially women and youth.3%* Lack
of employment opportunities is the cause of social and political unrest recently manifested around the world, as the
global youth unemployment stands at 12.4%, with 73.4 million youth looking for work.3> As highlighted by the
World Bank’s 2013 “World Development Report on Jobs,” poverty’s main cause is the absence of employment
opportunities that utilize the educational capacity of the workforce to its full extent.3¢® For instance, women’s
inclusion in the workforce positively impacts urbanization as it encourages education and personal growth and
generates more income.3’ Member States that have shown positive advancement towards poverty alleviation and
employment creation have invested in social safety nets while promoting economic diversification through fostering
macroeconomic policies to expand access to finance and employment. 368

Urban informal economy

Urban informal economy is a phenomenon growing in developing countries, and cities still need to be inclusive and
embrace the informal sector by protecting national economic growth through policies and strategies.>*® The informal
economy sector is characterized by a lack of legal regulations and oversight for enterprises and the absence of
worker protections such as social benefits and insurance.*’® Also, it includes wage or self-employed workers that
have flexible work arrangements and are at the lowest end of the production chain.?”" These workers encompass a
large number of the world’s population due not only to the difficulties of finding jobs in the formal sector, but
because of the relative low requirements of skills and education needed.*’? Efforts have also been made, such as by
the International Labor Organization (ILO), to encourage governments to foster safe and regulated working
environments through economic, social, legal and political frameworks.?”3 These frameworks benefit the creation of
sustainable, decent opportunities for employees and employers while expanding social security and encouraging all-
inclusive approaches at the local level to represent all members of society.>’* To sustainably implement such
frameworks, Member States should consider the potential of including the productivity of the informal economy
workers by incorporating regulations that foster overall economic growth, such as registration and licensing, which
in turn would allow for better implementation of worker’s rights and benefits.3”

The Post-2015 Development Agenda and Sustainable Development Goals

During the past 15 years, the UN development agenda has been largely centered in achieving the MDGs by 2015; as
this deadline approaches, discussion is currently being held on what to do when the MDGs expire. The UN
Secretary-General assigned the UN System Task Team on the Post-2015 UN Development Agenda, and the High-
level Panel of Eminent Persons and Special Advisor on Post-2015 Development Planning, to discuss new global
development priorities.’’® As a result of Rio+20, Member States agreed to develop and ultimately adopt a series of
SDGs that expand upon previously adopted international documents, requiring a greater level of commitment and
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exercise to clearly pave the path towards sustainable development.3”” The Open Working Group (OWG) on SDGs
has proposed 17 draft SDGs as a framework for the new agenda.3”® As the global population is increasingly living in
urban settlements without proper access to socioeconomic opportunities, UN-Habitat is promoting the adoption of
an urban SDG to build awareness about the key role of cities in the development and management of urban
settlements and focus on the solutions necessary to overcome the challenges associated with management and
improvement of urban development.3” Most importantly, it is essential to recognize that the post-2015 development
agenda is closely interrelated to the SDGs, and these two elements must be at the main focus of the global
sustainable development discussion. Thus, it is imperative for Member States to be the key leaders in the discussion
and to incorporate the participation and initiatives of all sectors of society including local and regional entities,
grassroots organizations, private sector, and others.33¢

Conclusion

Cities that are well established with national and local governments and coordinated with regional agendas can
address issues of inequality and inclusiveness through policies and accountability of investment and resources that
apply to both the social and economic dimension of urbanization.3¥! Overall, it is necessary to foster sustainable
urbanization through an integrated framework that includes improved urban planning and design, economic and
financial development tailored for cities and towns, increasing equitable access to urban basic services and mobility,
and enhancing adequate housing and improving slum conditions.3¥? Hence, sustainable urbanization is currently one
of the most important issues that must be integrated at the core of international discussions as it involves how people
of all class levels, governments and civil society move forward in dealing with the exponential population growth
while ensuring equal access to social and economic benefits and resources and encouraging protection and
maintenance of the environment.

Further Research

While researching this topic, delegates should consider the following questions: what aspects of urbanization should
be prioritized in your Member State? What could local governments change to facilitate access to slums in a
sustainable way? What tools can be made available to all sectors of society to create resilient, self-sufficient cities?
How can civil society work in collaboration with the national government and regional actors to promote sustainable
urbanization? How can more UN bodies such as UN-Habitat, UN Environmental Programme, and others take a
greater role in the social and economic integration process of sustainable urbanization? How can women and youth
have a greater role in promoting sustainable urban policies?
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