Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS

Introduction

The UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board (PCB) met in Geneva, Switzerland from 17 - 19 December 2013 for
its 33 Board meeting.! Themed “Walk in my shoes,” the final day of the meeting was specifically dedicated to
including youth and adolescents as participants in understanding and implementing the programs used for
HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment.? Additionally, numerous agenda topics were discussed including those of
leadership in the AIDS response, update on the AIDS response in the post-2015 development agenda, strategic use
of antiretroviral medicines for treatment and prevention of HIV, coordination of HIV technical support in a rapidly
changing environment, as well as other general Board business regarding elections and future meetings.® While the
Board meeting is one of the highlights of the year, an increase of important developments such as AIDS response
plans have been implemented in various Member States across the globe.* Further, different core regions or
countries have increased cooperation in order to combat the AIDS epidemic and contribute to funding.®

Recent Activities

At the 33" Board meeting, firstly, the non-governmental organization (NGO) representative gave a report on the
equity deficit focusing on the unequal and unfair access to HIV treatment through anti-retroviral treatment (ART)
which is targeted at high-risk community members, in particular men who have sex with men, drug-injecting people,
transgender people, and sex workers.® In order to help address this treatment discrimination, the NGO delegation
suggested that these disadvantaged groups be assisted through renewing and assessing commitments by member
states to this cause.” Next on the agenda, suggestions by the PCB more generally included that the United Nations
(UN) General Assembly (GA) entertain the notion of implementing a High Level Meeting post-2015 in order to
provide accountability for those who commit to the prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS.® A third agenda item
focused on the need for HIV technical support in response to an environment that is in a constant state of flux.® The
Board meeting adjourned after the setting of 24 through 26 June of 2014, and 30 June through 2 July of 2015, as the
immediate future dates of the PCB meeting.® Australia was elected as Chair, and Zimbabwe was elected as Vice-
Chair, for the 2014 year.!

Recent Policy Outcomes

Throughout 2013, a substantial number of Member States have begun rewriting their country policies in order to
combat HIV/AIDS.*? In Europe, Belgium recently adopted an initiative that combines prevention with the reduction
of stigma in order to make care a priority for those who are considered high risk populations.*® In France, over 120
mayors of major cities met at the Congres de I'Association Internationale des Maires Francophones (AIMF) for a
presentation on “Shared Responsibility and the AIDS response” by Executive Director of UNAIDS Michel Sedibe.*
This meeting promoted the adoption of an HIV response in Francophone countries in order to eliminate
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discrimination as a result of HIV/AIDS.*> Meanwhile, in Africa, the Nigerian President Goodluck Jonathan has
instituted a plan urging his countrymen to “take charge” and get themselves tested for HIV.® Additionally, Angola
is moving to ensure that Angolans have access to ART and prevent babies from being born with the virus.’

Policy Implementation

As a result of the direct work of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS, several major events have taken place and
are forthcoming. To support these types of movements against HIV/AIDS, there has been a commitment of US $12
billion by various entities in order to successfully implement the new funding model for the Global Fund to Fight
AIDS.® In direct relation to this, it appears that donor confidence is higher than ever as a result of UNAIDS being
cost-effective and cost-efficient over the past few years.'® Additionally, coming up in July 2014, the International
AIDS Conference will be held in Melbourne, Australia.?® This event seeks to be a large collaborative exchange
between Member States with a focus on not only dealing with the global fight against HIV/AIDS, but particularly
emphasizing the challenges being faced in the Asia-Pacific region.?! The NGO delegation to the PCB also continues
to keep the public up to date on the way UNAIDS decisions affect civil society.??

Conclusion

With the promise of serious funding and the positive outlook of donor confidence, the Joint UN Programme on
HIV/AIDS has the potential for solving major problems in the fight against the viruses. With the continued
involvement from regional blocks and the innovative idea of including youth as a full-force wave of assistance to the
fight, it is apparent that movements are leaning swiftly toward the right direction. Over the next year with the proper
coordination and cooperation, UNAIDS can meet the global goals of the 2015 development agenda and even
beyond.

The Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) Programme Coordinating Board at NMUN<NY 2014

NMUN-NY 2014 is simulating the Programme Coordinating Board of UNAIDS in terms of composition and size;
however, delegates are not limited to the strict mandate of the Programme Coordinating Board in terms of its role as
a budgetary and administrative body. For NMUN-NY 2014, the committee has the ability to make programmatic
and policy decisions on issues and topics within the mandate of UNAIDS in line with the overall function of the
organization.

Format: UNAIDS is a report writing committee

Voting: Each Member State present may vote once on procedural and substantive matters. Matters are decided by a
majority vote.

Membership: UNAIDS membership is comprised of 22 Member States with the allocation of seats among regional
groups. Current membership is as follows:

Australia Bangladesh Belgium Brazil

China Congo Djibouti Egypt

Germany Guyana India Iran

Japan Mexico Norway Poland
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NGO, specifically focusing on the access to treatment for high-risk individuals. The major worries

of the NGO Delegation seem to focus on the areas in which there is unfair and unequal access

which essentially hinders the overall elimination of HIV/AIDS. This area should be of major focus

to delegates because lack of funding may also be a cause related to unfair and unequal access

(see topic Il), as well as stigma and discrimination (see topic I).
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I. Eliminating HIV-Related Stigma, Discrimination and Human Rights Violations
Introduction

Executive Director of UNAIDS, Michel Sidibe, recently quoted the late South African President Nelson Mandela in
a press statement saying, “courage is not the absence of fear—it’s inspiring others to move beyond it.”2® The quote
was used to pay homage to President Mandela through its focus on human rights, its purpose to end the HIV/AIDS
epidemic across the globe.?* In the Executive Director’s report on the 33" meeting of the UNAIDS Programme
Coordinating Board (PCB), Michel Sidibe further abhorred the inequalities, violence and lack of education that is
inherently tied to HIV/AIDS as a result of the absence of human rights.?® These comments indicate one of the goals
in which UNAIDS intends to meet to end the epidemic; through the elimination of stigma and discrimination in
relation to the human rights of those affected by the viruses.?® A recent dialogue held in Panama City in December
2013 specifically highlighted and discussed several of the main issues involved with this UNAIDS goal, including
emphasizing the right to health and development; promoting health through the importance of human rights;
researching financial sustainability as a means to treat and prevent AIDS: and building a new network of activists in
order to strengthen the fight against HIV/AIDS.?” These types of issues have become hot topics of discussion in
recent campaigns around the world.?®

Recent Developments

While there are ultimately global forums for discussion such as the meeting of the UNAIDS Programme
Coordinating Board, local laws and policies battling the HIV/AIDS epidemic must be implemented with the utmost
efficiency in order to achieve the goals of these forums.?® Unique situations in various locales call for a case-by-case
examination of policy and Member State campaigns as a way to work with the numerous people affected by the
HIV/AIDS viruses.3® Among those who are often stigmatized are sex workers, men who have sex with men,
injecting drug users, and transgendered people.3!

Anti-Discrimination Campaigns

One anti-discrimination campaign is being launched in Australia by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Nobel Peace Prize
Winner, and the United Nations (UN) Joint Programme on HIV/AIDS under the name #zerodiscrimination.3? This
campaign is set to launch in March 2014, with the emphasis lying on the fact that “[...] getting to zero new HIV
infections and zero AIDS-related deaths will be impossible without striving towards zero discrimination.”*® The goal
of this anti-discrimination day is to celebrate the dignity that every person deserves, regardless of their HIV status.3*
In the Netherlands, similar anti-discrimination acts are occurring after the recent decriminalization of sex work.
There, community groups are being utilized in order to promote the importance of human rights and treatment
services for those who are affected by the viruses.*® Another program that seeks to end discrimination can be found
in the Caribbean.3” The Justice for All Programme launched by the Pan-Caribbean Partnership Against HIV/AIDS
(PANCAP) follows in the same footsteps as Australia and the Netherlands by addressing discrimination, but from a
legal angle.®® The specific goal of this initiative is to eliminate laws that discriminate against those affected by HIV
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while providing for a better legal environment when addressing stigma issues.3® With these countries as examples of
leading initiatives to improve the human rights position against HIV/AIDS discrimination, it is clear that there can
be many different approaches to solving the same problem. Unfortunately, many problems still remain and will
remain unless immediate action is taken.

LGBT Discrimination

One particular problem area of current interest is the stigma affecting the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
(LGBT) communities.*® Specifically mentioned is the deterrence of the treatment and prevention of HIVV/AIDS
because of the harsh stigma attached to LGBT communities.*! As a result, those in LGBT communities are receiving
inadequate treatment when they choose to seek it.*? In order to fight these inequalities because of stigma, initiatives
such as Speaking Out by the Global Forum on MSM and HIV (MSMGF) have begun to increase their presence at
the grassroots level in order to map out and identify stigma-related problem areas in the LGBT community.*?
Further, legal protection given by Member States through their policies and law may help eliminate stigma issues.**

Legal Action

UNAIDS has recently expressed concern to Member States in various locations regarding laws that discriminate
against those who are affected by HIV/AIDS. In India, as well as other countries, there are criminal laws in place
that implement the prosecution of groups that are often stigmatized because of their HIV/AIDS status.*> UNAIDS
has requested that India and all other countries remove these laws in order that there be no hindrance to the response
in the global movement against HIV/AIDS.8 Until these repeals are enacted, there will be difficulty in the treatment
and prevention measures of those affected by HIVV/AIDS for fear of the way they will be penalized or treated as
criminals.*” Directly related, in Nigeria, there has been an attempt to make great strides towards eliminating
HIV/AIDS through political campaigns.*® Unfortunately, a new law is causing an uproar because of its
criminalization of leshian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people and activities.*® With seemingly good
intentions but contradictory law-writing, it will be difficult to eliminate HIV/AIDS as a whole.

Conclusion

As there are a strong group of Member States that are organizing and implementing plans to remove stigma and
discrimination from within their bounds, there is yet hope for the goal of eliminating HIV/AIDS. Member States can
create their own initiatives or follow the models of others in order to reach this goal, but the importance lies in the
cooperation of their governments and people. As initiatives increase awareness of stigma problem areas such as in
the LGBT communities, it will become easier for Member States to create solutions for lack of and access to
medical treatment for fight against HIVV/AIDS. These solutions need to include a variety of implementation plans,
including formulating legal action, grassroots initiatives and other anti-discrimination campaigns. When there is
complete elimination of stigma and discrimination of those who are affected HIVV/AIDS, the world will be one step
closer to finally winning the battle over the HIV/AIDS viruses.
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I1. Impact of the Global Financial and Economic Crisis on the AIDS Response

Introduction

With 2.3 million people newly infected with the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and another 1.6 million
people dying from Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS)-related causes in 2012, there is still much work
to be done in ending the AIDS epidemic.*® Funding for HIV and AIDS cost governments and donors millions of
dollars a year.%! In past few years, funding for HIV programs has been reduced due to the global downturn in
financial markets.5? In recent reports from the Funders Concerned About AIDS (FCAA) it shows that philanthropic
funding has remained flat, while funding from the United States and the European Union (EU) decreased 3% and
6% respectively. > There is a push for innovation in investment principles and reorganization or existing bodies
such as the United Nations Joint Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and all its global partners.>* UNAIDS is
taking steps to help governments and donors increase the success of their investment from reducing cost for HIV
programs, to creating innovative partnerships and financial policies.

Recent Developments

UNAIDS is using its resources with co-sponsors and global partners to begin to establish a set of indicators when
approaching reduced funding in the current economy.% The report Financing the Response to HIV in Low-and
Middle Income Countries discusses funding mechanisms used by donor countries.* It outlines various sources
include multilateral institutions, the private sector, foundations, religious organizations, etc.5” The report in
partnership with the Kaiser Family Foundation tracks bilateral donor government assistance since 2002.%8 It details
main levels of donor funds including grants (transfers made in cash goods or services where no repayment is
required), Loans, concessional loans (loans made at or below market interest rates), and commodities, which include
materials, supplies, training, equipment or technical assistance.® The report acknowledges a funding downturn
connected with the recent global financial downturn coupled with a remaining gap between available resources and
estimated need.®

With greater established guidelines when discussing funding for HIV, UNAIDS is now looking to implement these
cases into widespread policy. In the UNAIDS report Smart Finance UNAIDS details a quality assurance process to
ensure that all investment cases are of the highest quality.5* With the information from the Smart Finance report,
UNAIDS will use the momentum created from investment cases to convene dialogues on sustainable HIV
investments.52 UNAIDS will facilitate dialogue with the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria,
PEPFAR and other key partners to maximize the impact of investment cases.®® In relation to combating financial
issues, the core budget of the UNAIDS Secretariat is built around greater efficiency and implementing systems such
as an integrated single administration.®* Some of these changes have already reduced UNAIDS costs of almost US$
42 million in 2012.%°> There is a concerted effort to create national responses to be grounded in the understanding of
past and current responses.5 In the UNAIDS report Smart Investments it discusses investment cases strategies to
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estimate future cost of the HIV response.®” One way this is being done is by using a geographical approach to set up
degrees of priorities when it comes to investments.® Mapping out counties within a country can create a micro-
focus in pinpointing national needs.® In Kenya, 54% of the new HIV cases occur in 9 counties.” In Thailand, 70%
of new infections occur in 33 provinces.”™

One in-country strategy to reduce costs is to start with reducing the cost of antiviral medicines.” In 2011-2012,
South Africa introduced a list of reference prices, awarded preferential points for local manufactures, and promoted
competitiveness during ongoing contract periods.” Some of these mentioned methods reduced costs of antiretroviral
medicines by 53% which is an estimated savings of about US$ 640 million over two years.” To generate renewable
funding Cape Verde and Cote d’Ivoire are taxing tobacco and alcohol with subsidy going towards their HIV
programs.” In Europe, the United Kingdom’s Department of International Development (DFID) recently reviewed
its Multilateral Aid Review (MAR) which designates the amount of aid an organization receives.”® Only UNAIDS
moved to a higher MAR score to be eligible for increased funding from the DFID.”” The Funders Concerned About
AIDS released a report (FCAA).” Their survey and research concluded with data from 40 funders in 13 countries
outside of the U.S. and Western and Central Europe. Philanthropic funding totaled US$ 37.5 million from over 750
grants in 2012.7

UNAIDS is looking into methods to improve efficiency and reduce costs at each individual country level.®° The goal
is to improve governance, accountability, and the flow of existing resources.®! These methods are to help develop
proposals for acquiring new funds.®? Both UNAIDS and the Global Fund partnered with the Kenyan government to
test and implement new mechanisms for greater efficiency.® The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and
Malaria is an international financial institution and UNAIDS global partner.8* UNAIDS assisted in the development
of supporting documents and an investment of US$ 470,000 in technical support while The Global Fund maintained
an in-country presence.® The Global Fund committed US$ 12 billion commitment to UNAIDS, which represents
and increase from the 9 billion the Global Fund passed last year.® The Global Fund also created a partnership with
Ecobank, a leading pan-African financial institution that operates in 35 countries in Africa.®” This pledge includes
financing, advocacy and contributions from Ecobank totaling US$ 3 million dollars over the next three years. The
United Nations Development Program’s Asia-Pacific Centre (APRC) has signed a US$ 16.7 million agreement with
the Global Fund for a multi-country South Asia HIV programme.® It is aimed at reducing the impact of HIV on men
who have sex with men (MSM), transgendered, and hijras.5®
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Conclusion

The issue of continued funding of the HIV/AIDS epidemic is evolving new and innovative ways of supporting
countries and its HIV/AIDS partners.® Organizations such as UNAIDS continues to approve and approach
operational plans to ensure efficient and sustainable funding. UNAIDS has taken steps reduce cost associated with
funding HIV programs, including reducing funding with the UNAIDS body and applying successful test cases from
donor countries including competitive market competition for buying antiviral medicines and developing strategies
for creating guidelines on how to best implement financial strategies for maximized success. With new reports from
UNAIDS, UNDP and global partners including The Global fund there are emerging positive factors including
stronger technological support and the growing success of specialized investment cases.* The issue of funding is still
a pertinent issue, but there have been developments that show further recommendations can be made in continuing
successfully creating concrete, positive action.
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I11. Promoting Social Transformation in the Global AIDS Response through Youth
Organizations

Introduction

In 2012, an estimated 2.1 million adolescents were living with Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV).%2 While the
number of HIV-related deaths among adolescent has increased by 50%, the overall number of global HIV-related
deaths fell by 30%.% There is a correlation between this statistic and inadequate consideration of adolescence and
young people in national HIV health plans.®* There is also poor access to proper HIV testing and counseling
especially for adolescents under 18 years of age.% This lack of proper inclusion leads to more adolescents and young
people adhering to antiretroviral therapy (ART).% Adolescence, including adolescents living with HIV must be
involved in the development and implementation of programs.®” Youth organizations continue to be indispensable to
fostering an inclusive dialogue about health policy, particularly for those living in key populations most vulnerable
to HIV.%8

Key Resolutions/Reports in adopted in the UN System

There are strong international agreements supporting the ongoing goals of the Joint United Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). Some of these agreements include the 2011 Declaration on HIV/AIDS, Conventions on the
Rights of the Child (CRC) and the Committee Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW).*® UNAIDS takes queues from these agreements and the work produced by other UN bodies in
conjunction with the work UNAIDS produces. Recently the General Assembly adopted resolution
A/RES68/441/Add.1, which revisits the special needs and priorities in least developed countries including the issue
of HIV/ Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).X When it comes to least developed countries and HIV
there still is an issue with young people, adolescents being the most vulnerable, when discussing treatment of
HIV/AIDS.? To address this expansive issue UNAIDS cosponsors have the mandate to co-lead on youth issues. %
This means that they can conduct, introduce and create reports about HIV and AIDS with full support and
cooperation of UNAIDS. The World Health Organization (WHO) recently released a report outlining detailed
parameters for adolescent and young persons to adhere to when maintaining antiretroviral therapy (ART).1% The
report discussed the consolidated ARV guidelines that state when to start ART, what combination to take at various
stages of the disease, how to monitor people on ART and how to decide when to change ART medications.*% One
case study using youth groups with success is Botswana.'® In the WHO report HIV and Adolescents: Guidance for
HIV Testing and Counseling and Care for Adolescents Living with HIV (2013), the Botswana-Baylor Children’s
Clinical Centre of Excellence is a center for adolescences that test positive for HIV and provides in and outpatient
services. % Botswana-Baylor has a comprehensive process where an adolescent is screened for HIV, if they test
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positive, the next step is to create individualist programs to help adolescents adhere to treatment and lower high-risk
behaviors.1%” Adolescences are provided with supplemental support for the adolescent’s family in how to help with
the treatment process, nutritional support, and home care visits. % Patients are giving access to educational services
including transitional education for when adolescents become adults, and pregnant adolescents are provided with
support groups to teach parenting skills and support for returning to their education.'® A big success for the Centre
of Excellence is the amount of outreach teen clubs, partnerships with community service organizations and non-
governmental organizations (NGQO’s) in the area.'

In the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) report Young People Today,
Time to Act Now, it discusses the necessity of integrating HIV and sexual and reproductive health (SRH) into youth
services, which is seen as a positive development.** When it comes to areas such as sub-Saharan Africa, there is
strong support for youth friendly services but there is a large challenge in terms of how to properly integrate the
two.'*2 Having HIV and SRH services in the same facilities allows for services to be more comprehensive care
without adolescents having to visit multiple health care facilities in multiple places.'*® Integrating HIV and SRH
services give adolescence greater access to other health services including family planning and reduced costs.**
Community engagement is a leading factor in tackling HIV-related stigma and discrimination by providing much
needed support to adolescents and their families.''® In UNICEF’s report Towards an AIDS Free Generation, an
eight-country analysis found that in almost all cases, community-lead advocacy helped to publicize any obstacles to
access and treatment of HIV.'® Community engagement is instrumental in addressing HIV-related stigma and
discrimination and has larger support for promoting human rights.*

Recent Developments

Building on the work of the latest reports and resolutions engaged in HIV and AIDS, the AIDS Alliance conducted a
survey called Family Planning 2013: Visions, Voices, and Priorities of Young People Living With and Affected by
HIV (2013).18 This survey was conducted with the majority of the participants being those who identified as
homosexual, transgender, or bisexual.'*® One issue addressed was the board’s emphasis on the violation of gender
inequality and overall rights violations are a barrier for young people having access to sexual and reproductive
services.’® One way to reduce these incidences is by having you-friendly services.?* Those involved in the survey
called for a greater role of governments to protect young people’s rights.*?? This protection includes elimination of
discriminatory laws that can lead to a decreased availability of medical services.*?® One key aspect of the survey was
a call for greater participation of youth in HIV/AIDS programs.*?* One method of achieving this increased
participation is to create space for youth to have the opportunity to be involved in promoting human rights, anti-
discriminatory practices that can lead to gender-based violence and inhibit access to health services.'?> A major
discussion amongst the survey participants was the elimination of laws that prevent young people from accessing
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sexual and reproductive health services.? This is especially important for young women.*?” The necessity for
women to have access to comprehensive sexual and reproductive health services can not only reduce the risk of
unwanted pregnancy, but reduce increased cases of HIV. For women who are living with HIV, having access to
sexual and reproductive health services decreases the chance of mother-to-baby infection. Many survey participants
call on the legal age for distribution of services including contraceptives to be lowered to less than 18 years of
age.'?®

In 2013, the United Nations General Assembly (GA) conducted a review of the progress in reaching the goals of the
20112 United Nations Political Deceleration on HIV and AIDS. The resulting report Construction of Core
Indicators for Monitoring the 2011 United Nations Political Declaration on HIV and AIDS, guidelines created
provide Member States with detailed information on how to continue with the next phase of global AIDS response
progress. progress towards reaching the bold targets and commitments of the 2011 United Nations Political
Declaration on HIV and AIDS. These guidelines provide UN Member States with detailed information on how to
conduct the next round of global AIDS response in 2014 including prevalent misunderstandings about HIV and
AIDS among youth and sexual prevalence rates among teenagers. The UNAIDS report Thematic Segment: HIV,
Adolescents and Youth takes the indicators the Construction of Core report and focuses on how developing and
implementing HIV programs for young people requires the special psychological, physical, and social change that
young people are experiencing. Their behaviors are obtusely influenced by their peers, parents and their community
as a whole.1?°

There have been a number of conferences, including those that target youth based initiatives produced by
adolescents and youths themselves, and unique partnerships that help promote the importance of youth participation
in the fight against HIV. One of those unique partnerships is UNAIDS announced an expansion of its Treatment
2015 initiative with a grant from MAC Cosmetics. The $2 million grant is from MAC Cosmetics MAC AIDS
Fund.'® The Wise Up programme was initiated by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the
Government of Botswana to bring attention to the risk of HIVV/AIDS.*3* The programme utilizes technology and
social media such as sending text messages in categorized age groups informing them of upcoming events that are
appropriate for their age group.**> A drama group will conduct a 20 minute play with the goal of being able to
discuss “complex and controversial” topics.'* The themes may range from HIV/AIDS to transactional sex.3* The
youth involved in the program are attempting to alter risky behavior in their communities.*®> On December 7%, 2013
representatives from 21 countries in Eastern and Southern Africa endorsed the United Nations commitment for
Eastern and Southern Africa by creating innovative recommendations in response to the education and health
challenges young people are experiencing.3® There has been a deficiency in recognizing the urgent need in
increased sexual health services aimed at young people in their countries.*®” In December, the International
Conference on AIDS and Sexually Transmitted Infections in Africa (ICASA) in partnership with UNAIDS took
place with young people from all over Africa affirming their commitment to see AIDS policy is fully integrated in
Africa.’®® The African Young Positives Network (AY+) collected over 5000 signatures calling for the end of AIDS
by 2013.1% Many of the conference attendees included international organizations and members of civil society
were signatories.4
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The article Walk in my shoes-UNAIDS Board devotes key session to HIV, adolescents and youth revisits the
recommendations reach at the Walk in my Shoes session held on 19 of December.'*! The session brought together a
variety of young people from around the world who led the main session on HIV prevention, testing and
treatment.'#? The young people looked into a variety of ideas, discussed solutions with the UNAIDS Board about the
state and scope of HIV programs aimed at youths and adolescents.243 One major concern in the response to HIV is
how young people can create a strong presence and take an active role in adopting strategies in the fight against
HIV.%% They discussed how best to create quality health services and risk-reduction skills to help protect themselves
and their peers.1 They recognized that HIV treatment and prevention access is used at a lower rate then people
older and the urgent need for youth-friendly programs.2#6 The importance of linking HIV with other sexual and
reproductive health services was discussed.*

Conclusion

With the various health needs and concerns people with face living with and attempting to prevent HIV, the added
struggle of being and adolescent, especially in key high-risk areas for HIV infection creates a special set of
circumstances needed to be addressed. UNAIDS has highlighted some important issues going forward including a
more comprehensive integration of sexual and reproductive health services and a larger presence of youth in the
creation and implementation of HIV policy. There needs to be special attention given to girls and women and the
unique situations they are faced with including pregnancy and having lower rates of access to birth control then men.
Using youth organizations and youth-friendly policies can help in reducing the risk and infection of adolescents.
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