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NMUN is a Non-Governmental Organization associated with the United Nations  
Department of Global Communications and a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization of the United States. 

Dear Delegates, 
Welcome to the 2022 National Model United Nations Japan Conference (NMUN • Japan)! We are pleased to introduce 
you to our committee, the Economic and Social Council Plenary (ECOSOC). Chase Mitchell is the Director and Rio 
Shimamoto is the Assistant Director. A long-time NMUN volunteer, Chase works as a finance manager for an international 
development company based in Washington, DC. Rio is a fourth-year student at Kobe City University of Foreign Studies 
and is currently pursuing her major in International Relations.  
  
The topics under discussion for the Economic and Social Council Plenary are: 

1. Addressing Food Security in a Globalized World 
2. Promoting Sustainable Economic Participation of Youth 

 
As a principal organ of the UN, ECOSOC coordinates the activities of 14 specialized agencies, 13 regional and functional 
commissions, and over 3,900 civil society actors by commissioning studies and reports, monitoring the implementation of 
activities and initiatives, and encouraging cooperation and coherence among policy actions. In addition, ECOSOC 
coordinates funding mechanisms and takes the lead role in formulating policy goals and frameworks for short and long-
term programs, with particular emphasis on achieving the SDGs by 2030. To accurately simulate the committee, it will be 
important to focus on ECOSOC’s coordination and policy guidance role, as opposed to the activities carried out by 
ECOSOC’s subsidiary bodies. 

This Background Guide serves as an introduction to the topics for this committee. However, it is not intended to 
replace individual research. We encourage you to explore your Member State’s policies in depth and use the 
Annotated Bibliography and Bibliography to further your knowledge on these topics. In preparation for the 
Conference, each delegation will submit a Position Paper by 11:59 p.m. (Eastern) on 1 November 2022 in 
accordance with the guidelines in the Position Paper Guide and the NMUN • Japan Position Papers page. 

 
Two resources, available to download from the NMUN website, serve as essential instruments in preparing for the 
Conference and as a reference during committee sessions: 

1. NMUN Delegate Preparation Guide - explains each step in the delegate process, from pre-Conference 
research to the committee debate and resolution drafting processes. Please take note of the information 
on plagiarism, and the prohibition on pre-written working papers and resolutions. Delegates should not 
start discussion on the topics with other members of their committee until the first committee session. 

2. NMUN Rules of Procedure - include the long and short form of the rules, as well as an explanatory 
narrative and example script of the flow of procedure. 
 

In addition, please review the mandatory NMUN Conduct Expectations on the NMUN website. They include the 
Conference dress code and other expectations of all attendees. We want to emphasize that any instances of sexual 
harassment or discrimination based on race, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, or disability will not 
be tolerated. If you have any questions concerning your preparation for the committee or the Conference itself, please 
contact Marleen Schreier at dsg.japan@nmun.org.  
  
We wish you all the best in your preparations and look forward to seeing you at the Conference! 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Chase Mitchell, Director 
Rio Shimamoto, Assistant Director 

https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/nmun-pp-guide.pdf
https://www.nmun.org/conferences/japan/prepare-for-committee/position-papers.html
https://www.nmun.org/conferences/japan/prepare-for-committee/committee-materials.html
https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/NMUNDelegatePrepGuide.pdf
https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/nmun-rules.pdf
https://www.nmun.org/conduct-expectations.html
mailto:dsg.japan@nmun.org
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Committee Overview 

Introduction 

As per the Charter of the United Nations (1945), the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is one of 
the six main organs of the United Nations (UN).1 It serves as the primary body for policy dialogue on 
economic, social, cultural, educational, and health-related topics, advises and coordinates the activities its 
subsidiary bodies on these topics, and leads discussions on the implementation of the international 
development framework.2 As such, ECOSOC is at the center of UN efforts to achieve the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development (2015) and key to the follow-up of several UN conferences and summits.3 

Mandate, Functions, and Powers 

The main function of ECOSOC is to coordinate the activities of its subsidiary bodies and other UN 
specialized agencies working on sustainable development.4 Article 62 (1) of the Charter of the United 
Nations also allows ECOSOC to "make or initiate studies and reports with respect to international 
economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and related matters,” including human rights and 
freedoms, to present to the General Assembly and to UN specialized agencies.5 ECOSOC may further 
call for or convene international conferences and hold special meetings on global development 
emergencies and humanitarian crises.6 A prominent example of this is the High-Level Political Forum on 
Sustainable Development (HLPF), which is held annually under the auspices of ECOSOC (apart from 
every fourth year, when it is held under the auspices of the General Assembly).7 
 
Broadly speaking, the following non-exhaustive list summarizes ECOSOC’s mandate: 

• ECOSOC will generally: provide policy recommendations on matters related to 
sustainable development; coordinate efforts by its subsidiary bodies and UN 
specialized agencies; follow-up and review progress towards these activities; create 
commissions and convene international conferences.8 

• ECOSOC will not generally: design and implement projects or programming on 
sustainable development; direct UN specialized agencies to develop or implement 
specific projects or programs; decide on budgetary matters of UN entities.9 

Governance, Structure, and Membership 

ECOSOC is comprised of 54 Member States, of which 18 are elected each year by the General Assembly 
for overlapping three-year terms.10 ECOSOC proceedings are overseen by a President and four Vice-
Presidents, which together comprise the Bureau.11 The Bureau sets ECOSOC’s agenda, devises action 
plans, and collaborates with the Secretariat on administrative duties.12  

 

1 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. About us. n.d.; Charter of the United Nations. 1945. Art. 7. 
2 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. About us. n.d.; Charter of the United Nations. 1945. Art. 62. 
3 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. About us. n.d.; United Nations, General Assembly. Transforming our 

world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1). 2015. para. 47. 
4 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. About us. n.d. 
5 Charter of the United Nations. 1945. Art. 62. 
6 Charter of the United Nations. 1945. Art. 62; United Nations, Economic and Social Council. ECOSOC Special 

Meetings on Emerging Issues and Emergency Situations. n.d. 
7 United Nations, High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development. Structure. 2022. 
8 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. ECOSOC Brochure. 2021. p. 3. 
9 United Nations Development Programme. About us. 2022; United Nations Development Programme. Executive 

Board. 2022; United Nations, General Assembly. Administrative and Budgetary Committee (Fifth 
Committee). n.d. 

10 United Nations, General Assembly. Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly (A/520/Rev.19). 2021. p. 39. 
11 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council 

(E/5715/Rev.2). 1992. 
12 Ibid. 
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ECOSOC oversees the work of five regional commissions, eight functional commissions, 12 specialized 
agencies, six funds and programs, and several other related UN bodies.13 The functional commissions 
focus on specific issues and the regional commissions are geographically focused.14 Other subsidiary 
bodies include standing, ad hoc, expert, and other related bodies.15 Each subsidiary body adopts specific 
methods of work to align with its mandate, and methods are updated regularly.16 ECOSOC also allows for 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to consult on the work of the UN.17 More than 6,000 NGOs have 
been granted ECOSOC consultative status, enabling them to attend and participate in various UN 
meetings, conferences, and special sessions and participate in international discussions.18 
 
The ECOSOC meeting cycle lasts one year from July to July and is divided into four groups.19 The first 
group consists of the Partnership Forum and the Coordination Segment, which are held in February.20 
While the Partnership Forum aims to bring together a wide array of stakeholders from civil society and the 
private sector to academia and local governments to discuss and exchange ideas to achieve the 2030 
Agenda, the Coordination Segment is set up to coordinate the work of ECOCOC’s subsidiary bodies and 
UN specialized agencies through general policy recommendations.21 The second group of meetings 
includes various fora established by ECOSOC, including the Forum on Financing for Development 
Follow-up and the Youth Forum among others, which take place between April and May of each year.22 
The Development Cooperation Forum, which is also part of the second group, takes place every two 
years.23 The third group comprises of the Operational Activities for Development Segment, the 
Humanitarian Affairs Segment, and the Meeting on the Transition from Relief to Development.24 The 
fourth group focuses on the review of the implementation and progress towards the 2030 Agenda, 
comprising of the HLPF under the auspices of ECOSOC and the High-level Segment of ECOSOC, both 
of which take place in July at the end of a meeting cycle.25 The ECOSOC meeting cycle is further 
complemented by the Management Segment in June, which focuses on procedural questions and 
considers the reports and recommendations of its subsidiary bodies and UN specialized agencies.26 

Annotated Bibliography 

United Nations, Economic and Social Council. ECOSOC Coordination Segment. n.d. Retrieved 4 August 
2022 from: https://www.un.org/en/content/ecosoc-coordination 

This website contains information on the ECOSOC Coordination Segment. The General 
Assembly established the ECOSOC Coordination Segment per its resolution 75/290 A on 
the “Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 72/305 on the 
strengthening of the Economic and Social Council” in 2021 to reinforce the coordinating 
role of ECOSOC within the UN system. The Coordination Segment website provides 
background information, video recordings, and a program overview. Thus, delegates will 

 

13 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. ECOSOC Coordination Segment. n.d. 
14 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. ECOSOC Subsidiary Bodies. n.d. 
15 Ibid. 
16 United Nations, General Assembly. Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 72/305 on the 

strengthening of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/75/290 A). 2021. p. 9. 
17 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Introduction to ECOSOC Consultative Status. 2022. 
18 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. ECOSOC Brochure. 2021. p. 23. 
19 United Nations, General Assembly. Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 72/305 on the 

strengthening of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/75/290 A). 2021. pp. 4-5. 
20 Ibid. pp. 4-5. 
21 Ibid. p. 5. 
22 Ibid. p. 5. 
23 Ibid. p. 5. 
24 Ibid. p. 5. 
25 Ibid. p. 5. 
26 United Nations, General Assembly. Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 68/1 on the 

strengthening of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/72/305). 2018. p. 6. 

https://www.un.org/en/content/ecosoc-coordination
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find this website useful to help them understand how ECOSOC takes up its coordination 
role in practice. 

United Nations, Economic and Social Council. ECOSOC Subsidiary Bodies. n.d. Retrieved 17 August 
2022 from: https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/ecosoc-subsidiary-bodies 

This website presents a list of all ECOSOC subsidiary bodies, including its regional 
commissions, functional commissions, and expert bodies, standing committees and ad 
hoc bodies. It also presents a timeline of sessions of ECOSOC’s subsidiary bodies and 
includes links to the respective sessions and bodies. For delegates, this website is the 
ideal starting point to explore the wider ECOSOC system and research the various 
subsidiary bodies of ECOSOC. Additionally, delegates will be able to use this website to 
inform themselves about the ongoing review process of the subsidiary bodies. 

United Nations, Economic and Social Council. ECOSOC Brochure. 2021. Retrieved 25 August 2022 from: 
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2022doc/ecosoc-brochure-12_2021.pdf 

This brochure provides a snapshot overview of ECOSOC, its mandate, and modalities as 
well as actions in 2022. It compiles the most relevant and recent information on ECOSOC 
into one publication and presents that information in a succinct and visually appealing 
manner. Delegates might find this brochure useful as it provides a comprehensive, yet 
succinct introduction to how ECOSOC functions. 

United Nations, General Assembly. Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 72/305 
on the strengthening of the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/75/290 A). 2021. Retrieved 4 August 
2022 from: https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/290%20A 

This General Assembly resolution is the latest of a series of resolutions aimed at 
strengthening the role of ECOSOC within the UN system. It introduced reforms to the 
governance structure of ECOSOC that divided the ECOSOC meeting cycle into four 
groups in addition to the Management Segment. It further replaced the Integration 
Segment with the Coordination Segment. While the reform process of ECOSOC is 
constantly evolving, this resolution will help delegates understand the rationale behind 
the current governance structure of ECOSOC. 
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1. Addressing Food Security in a Globalized World 

“Food is national security. Food is economy. It is employment, energy, history. Food is everything. If we 
approached many of today’s issues understanding this importance, we’d be making much better 

decisions.”27 

Introduction 

The extent to which food security is intertwined with globalized systems has steadily increased as the 
international community has become more connected.28 In the modern era, no country is food 
independent – every state relies on trade to meet its food needs.29 Globalization has led to lower food 
prices as regions have specialized in the production of certain foods and also allows for greater food 
availability, especially of what are normally seasonal agricultural products.30 While these benefits are 
significant, there are also new risks as international events can significantly disrupt food systems.31  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic caused significant global supply chain issues, limiting food supply in numerous 
countries and increasing global food prices.32 In parts of Europe, many crops went unharvested as 
international migrant workers were inhibited by new restrictions or unwilling to travel and risk infections.33 
Food processing also became difficult due to lockdowns and an inability to adapt working conditions to 
COVID-19-related restrictions.34 In Canada, for example, poultry output was reduced by over an eighth.35 
Food transportation and logistics were affected for nearly all food types as border controls and air freight 
restrictions made transporting food across borders more difficult and expensive, resulting in both a 
reduction in food exports and supply and a price increase.36 
 
The 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine has also increased food prices, with some countries having 
increases of over 15%.37 Trade was significantly disrupted as many countries imposed sanctions on 
Russia, some of which banned the import of food and fertilizer.38 Russia itself partially banned its own 
wheat exports and blockaded Ukrainian ports, inhibiting Ukraine to export wheat and numerous other 
food products.39 Farm equipment and fields have been destroyed by shelling and combat, food products 
have been stolen, and at points nearly a third of Ukraine’s agricultural land was either occupied or 
unsafe.40 In some Ukrainian regions, wheat production is down over 90%.41 Prior to the conflict, Ukraine 
and Russia produced a combined 30% of the global supply of wheat and barley, with around 400 million 
people directly relying on Ukrainian exports to be food secure.42 
 
Food security exists when “all people, at all times, have physical and economic access to sufficient, safe 
and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life” and 

 

27 Andrés. National Geographic. Why Food is Everything. 2015.  
28 Benton. Royal Institute of International Affairs. Food Security, Trade and its Impacts. 2017. 
29 Ibid. 
30 Ibid. 
31 Ibid. 
32 Husain. United States Institute of Peace. The Ukraine War is Deepening Global Food Insecurity – What Can Be 

Done? 2022.  
33 Szegedi. Deloitte. COVID-19 has broken the global food supply chain. So now what? 2022. 
34 Ibid. 
35 Ibid. 
36 Ibid. 
37 Husain. United States Institute of Peace. The Ukraine War is Deepening Global Food Insecurity – What Can Be 

Done? 2022. 
38 Ibid. 
39 Ibid. 
40 United States Embassy in Luxembourg. Putin’s Destruction of Ukrainian Farms. 2022. 
41 Ibid. 
42 Husain. United States Institute of Peace. The Ukraine War is Deepening Global Food Insecurity – What Can Be 

Done? 2022; United Nations, Security Council. Lack of Grain Exports Driving Global Hunger to Famine 
Levels, as War in Ukraine Continues, Speakers Warn Security Council. 2022. 
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relies upon four pillars: food availability, food access, food utilization, and stability.43 The recent global 
crises have increased food insecurity significantly with the global prevalence of undernourishment 
increasing from 8.0% to 9.8% between 2019 and 2021.44 The war in Ukraine is expected to exacerbate 
the problem.45 The World Food Programme has projected a 17% increase of acute, in the countries 
where it operates.46 This means an increase from 276 to 323 million people whose lives or livelihoods are 
in immediate danger as a result of hunger.47  
 
The crises are particularly damaging to less developed countries and their agricultural producers, most of 
which are small-scale (or smallholder) farmers that are not well resourced, produce low volumes of food, 
and whose own food security is often threatened due to external or global events.48 On top of that, 
smallholder farmers are also already experiencing diminished output and challenges as a result of climate 
change, which is leading to difficulties in growing crops where they had previously thrived.49 As global 
efforts to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions that drive climate change have proven insufficient, models 
predict that increasing temperatures, changing rain patterns, and increasingly common extreme weather 
events will further threaten food security well into the future.50 The United Nations (UN) continually 
discusses how to address the issue of food security and has done so since its inception.51  

International and Regional Framework 

In 1943, two years before its formal establishment as an international organization, the UN convened the 
UN Conference on Food and Agriculture, which set the foundation for the establishment of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in 1945.52 Three years later, the concept of an 
individual’s right to be food secure was established in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(UDHR), which established that “everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and 
well-being of himself and of his family, including food.”53 The 1966 International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) augmented the UDHR by recognizing the “fundamental right to be 
free from hunger” and to that end calls for States parties to the Covenant to “improve methods of 
production, conservation and distribution of food by making full use of technical and scientific knowledge, 
by disseminating knowledge of the principles of nutrition and by developing or reforming agrarian systems 
in such a way as to achieve the most efficient development and utilization of natural resources” and 
“ensure an equitable distribution of world food supplies in relation to need.”54 
 
These human rights agreements were built upon by several frameworks specific to food security.55 In 
1974, the General Assembly convened the World Food Conference and adopted the Universal 

 

43 Secretariat of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development. Food Security and Sustainable 
Agriculture. 2011; Food Security Cluster. Food Security in Emergencies. n.d. 

44 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations et al. The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the 
World. 2022. 

45 Husain. United States Institute of Peace. The Ukraine War is Deepening Global Food Insecurity – What Can Be 
Done? 2022. 

46 Ibid.  
47 Ibid. 
48 Women in Informal Employment: Globalizing and Organizing. Smallholder Farmers. 2022; Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations. Response to the Ukraine Crisis: Social Protection for Food Security and 
Nutrition. 2022. 

49 Mbow et al. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Climate Change and Land: an IPCC special report on 
climate change, desertification, land degradation, sustainable land management, food security, and 
greenhouse gas fluxes in terrestrial ecosystems. 2019.  

50 Ibid. 
51 United Nations, Dag Hammarskjöld Library. Food Security and Nutrition – A Global Issue, UN Milestones: Food 

and Nutrition. 2022.  
52 Ibid. 
53 United Nations, General Assembly. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (A/RES/217(III)). 1948.  
54 United Nations, General Assembly. International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 1966. 
55 United Nations, Dag Hammarskjöld Library. Food Security and Nutrition – A Global Issue, UN Milestones: Food 

and Nutrition. 2022. 
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Declaration on the Eradication of Hunger and Malnutrition, reaffirming the right to be free from hunger and 
malnutrition and establishing several responsibilities for Member States, including the “fundamental 
responsibility of Governments to work together for higher food production and a more equitable and 
efficient distribution of food between countries and within countries.”56 Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, 
the UN held several conferences on food security and agriculture, culminating in the 1996 World Food 
Summit, which produced the Rome Declaration on World Food Security and World Food Summit Plan of 
Action.57 The Rome Declaration and Plan of Action pledges to end hunger and sets the goal of halving 
the number of undernourished people by 2015.58 Its seven commitments sought to guide national and 
international action to improve global food security.59 The Rome Declaration also informed the process of 
establishing internationally agreed development goals, which led to the 2015 target being incorporated 
into the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).60 In 2009, a follow-up conference was held, producing 
the 2009 Rome Declaration on World Food Security and a new set of principles that focus on international 
collaboration.61 When the 2015 deadline was reached, the international community had missed the target, 
having reduced the number of undernourished people in developing countries from 23.3% to 12.9%.62 
Following the MDGs, the international community adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and included Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 2: Zero Hunger, which has specific targets to end all 
hunger and malnutrition and double agricultural productivity by 2030.63 At the same time the Paris 
Agreement (2015) was adopted, a legally binding framework under the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, to limit global emissions highlighting that mitigating and adapting to 
climate change is necessary to safeguard food security and end hunger.64 
 
To advance progress on these goals and address local needs, some regional groups have developed 
their own frameworks.65 In 2003, the African Union (AU) adopted the Maputo Declaration on Agriculture 
and Food Security in Africa, a landmark framework that, among other commitments, includes a 
commitment by all AU Member States to allocate at least 10% of national budgetary resources towards 
implementing “sound policies for agricultural and rural development.”66 The Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) has implemented a series of time-bound frameworks, the most recent being the 
ASEAN Integrated Food Security Framework and Strategic Plan of Action on Food Security 2021-2025.67 
The ASEAN framework includes commitments from Member States and strategic guidance to ensure 
long-term food security and improve the situation of farmers, including by fully operationalizing a regional 
food security reserve and introducing climate smart agriculture in ASEAN Member States.68 

Role of the International System 

The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) regularly discusses food security and related issues, 
especially in the context of its Humanitarian Affairs Segment.69 Its 2022 “Meeting on the Transition from 

 

56 United Nations, General Assembly. International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 1966.  
57 United Nations, Dag Hammarskjöld Library. Food Security and Nutrition – A Global Issue, UN Milestones: Food 

and Nutrition. 2022. 
58 World Food Summit. Rome Declaration on World Food Security. 1996. 
59 Ibid. 
60 Ibid. 
61 World Summit on Food Security. Declaration of the World Summit on Food Security. 2009. 
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Relief to Development” discussed how to address food insecurity and famine by mobilizing collective 
action in the most affected countries and regions.70 ECOSOC also holds regular joint meetings with the 
General Assembly’s Second Committee (GA2) on food security and issues related to globalization.71 GA2 
and ECOSOC have sought to combat food insecurity and mitigate the negative aspects of globalization 
by providing policy recommendations to Member States and high-level guidance to subsidiary bodies.72 
The outcome of these joint events is often a summary report drafted by the President of ECOSOC and 
the Chairperson of GA2.73 Their most recent joint meeting took place in October 2021 on the topic of 
“Building productive capacities in LDCs, LLDCs, SIDS as well as MICs for more resilient recovery and 
sustainable development in the post-COVID-19 era.”74 The discussion included recommendations for 
Member States to scale up investment in agriculture and build infrastructure that is resilient to shocks, 
including pandemics and climate change.75 In June, ECOSOC adopted resolution 2022/7 on “Inclusive 
and resilient recovery from COVID-19 for sustainable livelihoods, well-being and dignity for all: eradicating 
poverty and hunger in all its forms and dimensions to achieve the 2030 Agenda” and resolution 2022/10 
on “Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations” both 
calling for urgent action to adapt national policies and programs and increase international efforts to 
ensure food security of those at risk of hunger and malnutrition.76 
 
Additionally, ECOSOC established several subsidiary bodies including the UN Forum on Forests and the 
Commission on Population and Development (CPD).77 The Forum on Forests hosts an annual 
conference and regularly discusses the use of forests for food security and monitors and assesses 
progress on the United Nations Strategic Plan on Forests, providing recommendations based on 
submitted voluntary national reports.78 CPD developed the International Conference on Population and 
Development Programme of Action, an overarching development policy document advancing human-
centered development that includes measures to strengthen food, nutrition, and agricultural policies and 
programs.79 ECOSOC also established five regional commissions, each of which discusses and provides 
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guidance on region-specific food security issues.80 In 2021, the regional commissions jointly developed a 
policy brief in response to the damage to food systems caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.81 
 
Specialized agencies are semi-autonomous organizations within the UN-system that work within a 
thematic area.82 The UN has also created numerous funds and programs that provide support to Member 
States on issues related to food security, including: the United Nations Development Programme, the 
United Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations Population Fund, the United Nations Human 
Settlements Program, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the World Food Programme 
(WFP).83 WFP, along with two specialized agencies, FAO and the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD), are considered the preeminent international bodies addressing issues of food 
security, agriculture, and nutrition and are collectively referred to as the “Rome-based agencies” 
(RBAs).84 Each of the RBAs has a unique mandate, with: WFP focusing on food aid and logistics in 
emergency situations; IFAD mobilizing financial, informational, and other resources for rural agricultural 
development projects; and FAO providing technical expertise.85 FAO publishes an annual report, The 
State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World, which includes contributions from IFAD, UNICEF, and 
WFP.86 The 2022 report directly addresses the worsening food insecurity problem in the context of 
COVID-19, the war in Ukraine, climate change, and global supply chain issues.87 It calls for stronger 
governance, increased investment including through public-private partnerships, and policies focused on 
sustainable production and the needs of consumers.88  
 
International financial institutions (IFIs) such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank 
Group (WBG) and several regional development banks regularly fund agricultural development projects 
and in some instances can assist with lending during food crises.89 In May 2022, the IFIs jointly released 
an action plan in response to the food shortages and price increases resulting from Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.90 That same month, numerous non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society 
organizations (CSOs) released a joint statement on global food security and conflict-induced hunger.91 
The statement was signed by forty organizations and recommended the international community take 
concrete steps to address the root causes of conflict-induced hunger, including: prioritizing inclusive 
diplomacy to mitigate conflict and keep trade flows open; increasing humanitarian aid and maintaining 
commitments towards official development assistance; and fully implementing Security Council 
resolutions 2417 (2018) and 2573 (2021), which urged all parties to armed conflict to ensure the 
protection of civilians and proper functioning of food systems and markets.92 

International Responses to Global Food Crises 

As the IFIs and major NGOs address the current and looming food crises, they have considered the 
lessons learned from the 2007-08 food crisis, which saw food prices increasing significantly.93 The IMF’s 
Managing Director, Kristalina Georgieva stated that “if we have learned one lesson from the 2007-08 food 
crisis, it is that the international community needs to take fast and well-coordinated actions to effectively 
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tackle a food crisis, by maintaining open trade, supporting vulnerable households, ensuring sufficient 
agricultural supply, and addressing financing pressures.”94 Despite this call, ongoing food security 
concerns in 2022 have led many countries to pursue protectionist policies, banning certain food exports 
or otherwise attempting to secure local supplies.95 This causes not only immediate effects, such as 
trading partners having lower food supplies, but is predicted to exacerbate rising food prices and 
inflation.96 During the 2007-08 crisis, it was estimated that as much as three-quarters of the price increase 
of rice was due to export bans and other policy responses from major exporters.97 
 
The international response in 2008 included discussions and policy responses at all levels.98 The UN 
estimated that $25-40 billion USD in food aid was needed to mitigate the effects of the food crisis and 
donor nations generally agreed that additional aid was needed, with total commitments rising to $12.3 
billion USD at the High-Level Conference on Food Security held in June of 2008.99 At the end of the year, 
only $1 billion USD had been disbursed.100 Today, the international community has already recognized 
the ongoing and worsening global food crisis resulting from COVID-19 and the conflict in Ukraine, with 
ministerial conferences on food security having been convened in May 2022 in New York and June 2022 
in Berlin.101 At the first, the Group of 7 and WBG established the Global Alliance for Food Security, 
seeking to bring together countries and various programs to coordinate action, increase the supplies of 
food and fertilizer, remove barriers to trade, and provide financial support.102 At the June conference, 
participants committed to providing humanitarian assistance where needed, especially by increasing 
contributions to WFP, refraining from limiting food trade, and building up resilient food systems and 
addressing the underlying risk factors that lead to food insecurity.103 
 
The commitments and architecture developed at the 2022 ministerial conferences are similar to some that 
were made during and after the 2007-08 crisis.104 During that time, the Group of Eight committed to 
doubling aid for staple food in Africa, improving food system infrastructure, addressing national 
agricultural and biofuel policies that negatively affect global food security, in addition to increasing 
immediate food aid for emergency assistance.105 Despite these formal commitments, in 2009, 
assessments found that the international response to the crisis was lacking and that numerous 
investments were needed to ensure long-term food security.106 With protectionism on the rise, a 
confluence of factors increasing food prices, and a lack of rapidly mobilizing the international response, 
international experts are already expecting the situation to significantly worsen, as it did in 2008, with 
some even indicating that an escalation to a global trade war based on food import and export restrictions 
is possible.107  
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Efforts to Build Resilient Food Systems 

Numerous international actors have made recommendations aimed at building more resilient systems 
that are better equipped to respond to crises, including that Member States should: increase the level of 
emergency assistance during crises; bolster national safety nets for the most vulnerable; review biofuels 
policies; build national/regional food reserves; increase public funding for agriculture; and increase 
support for smallholder farmers.108 Smallholder farmers in particular have been consistently recognized in 
food security and other frameworks as a particularly vulnerable part of the global food system.109 
 
Around half the world’s labor force works in agriculture and around 60% of those workers are self-
employed as small-scale farmers.110 International events can disrupt their access to markets or fluctuate 
the value of the commodity they produce, not only threatening their food security but also inhibiting them 
to contribute to the global food supply.111 Independent farmers are often affected by large agribusiness, 
who, while also subject to market disruption, often control supply chains and agricultural input costs.112 
Just three companies control 50% of the global seed market and the top 10 fertilizer producers control 
55% of the global market.113 These realities have led many CSOs to call for significant changes in the 
way that intellectual property on seeds is handled, with some even criticizing the World Intellectual 
Property Organization for its role in promoting patents on seeds.114 Numerous national efforts have been 
made to address the issue of fertilizers, with Malawi’s Smallholder Farmers Fertilizer Revolving Fund 
(SFFRFM) being notable among them.115  
 
Originally funded through an IFAD project from 1983-1988, SFFRFM finances and imports all fertilizer 
required for use by Malawian smallholder farmers, maintains a stockpile, and, while still subject to market 
pressures, attempts to stabilize fertilizer prices over time so that smallholder farmers have predictable 
agricultural input costs.116 The SFFRFM and other efforts have been augmented by farmer input subsidy 
programs (FISPs), nationally implemented initiatives that subsidize smallholder farmers as part of 
Member States’ efforts to meet the commitments made in the Maputo Declaration.117 Countries have 
created several types of FISPs, with some offering flat-rate price subsidies, some rationing supplies, and 
others using vouchers.118 While intended to assist small-scale farmers, FISP initiatives are often 
expensive, with funding exceeding other agricultural investments.119 In some cases, they have also been 
marred by corruption, co-option by large agribusiness, or have otherwise been criticized for not 
addressing long-term difficulties.120 

Climate-Smart Agriculture 

Among the most prominent and worsening agricultural concerns are the effects of global climate 
change.121 Non-green agriculture has exacerbated the problem, with between 19% and 29% of total 
greenhouse gas emissions being due to agriculture and one third of food produced globally being lost or 
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wasted.122 As a result, the concept of “climate-smart agriculture” (CSA), “an integrated approach to 
managing landscapes—cropland, livestock, forests and fisheries—that addresses the interlinked 
challenges of food security and accelerating climate change,” has been promoted by some international 
organizations.123 CSA policies seek to increase productivity, enhance resilience, and reduce emissions by 
developing context-specific interventions.124 At a high level, this includes support to improve soil 
management and pest/disease management; improving food reserves and reducing waste; and ensuring 
equitable access to input and product markets for producers.125 The specific context determines the 
intervention needed; for example, a smallholder farmer in a rural location may need a physical road to get 
access to the market to sell the food they produce while in another context additional refrigeration may be 
needed to mitigate waste.126 
 
Among the numerous examples of CSA are the Drought Tolerant Maize for Africa (DTMA) program and 
Vietnam’s efforts to intensify catfish farming.127 DTMA brought together farmers, research institutions, 
seed producers, NGOs, and other stakeholders to develop drought tolerant maize for use on the African 
continent.128 Over nine years, the project made 60 drought resistant varieties available, worked with 
government actors to implement policies that increased access to seeds, and provided support to 
increase grain production by a value of $160-200 million USD.129 In Vietnam, focus was placed on 
sustainable intensification, which refers to raising yields of an agriproduct while limiting inputs and 
conserving resources.130 Vietnam had a fast growing catfish aquaculture industry that began from the 
residents’ backyard ponds.131 The government and Vietnamese people invested in the industry and CSOs 
helped to develop local guidelines that led to some major producers being certified by the Aquaculture 
Stewardship Council, an international organization that has robust environmental standards for 
aquaculture.132  
 
The IFIs have already identified CSA as a target for development funding.133 WBG began to develop CSA 
profiles for various countries and regions in 2014 and recognizes that CSA requires not only an 
understanding of the local agricultural and environmental context, but also the social and political realities 
that lead to government policymaking.134 This has led to the creation of Climate Smart Agriculture 
Investment Plans (CSAIPs), which are developed in cooperation with various international actors and 
experts and suggest policies and investments that Member States can implement to spur CSA at the local 
level.135 

Conclusion 

The international community has sought to ensure global food security since the creation of the UN, 
incorporating the right to food in fundamental human rights documents and establishing numerous 
frameworks.136 Despite these efforts, millions face hunger and the realities of interconnected economies 
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have repeatedly led to food crises.137 Attaining food security in this context is multifaceted – Member 
States have sought to increase resilience through numerous methods, adapting agricultural and 
economic policy, providing training, and building up institutions.138 Nonetheless, global food systems 
continue to suffer from a lack of resilience, and economic and climate realities have not only hampered 
progress, but caused food insecurity to increase in recent years.139 ECOSOC has already begun to foster 
international dialogue on how to address the current reality of food insecurity and develop immediate and 
long-term solutions.140 

Further Research 

As delegates conduct further research and consider how to address food security, they should consider: 
What is the food security situation in the country they are representing? Does their country belong to any 
regional groups that have food security initiatives? What are the root causes of food insecurity? How can 
the negative aspects of globalization be mitigated to not be detrimental to food security? How can the 
international community ensure that commitments to address food security and frameworks agreed to are 
fully implemented? 
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2. Promoting Sustainable Economic Participation of Youth 

“We must develop strategies that give young people everywhere a real chance to find decent and 
productive work that will allow them to become independent and responsible global citizens.”141 

Introduction  

The United Nations (UN) Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) recognizes youth as “persons 
between the ages of 15 and 24 (…) without prejudice to other definitions by Member States.”142 Globally 
there are over 1.22 billion youth, equivalent to 15.6% of the population.143 That number is expected to 
further increase through 2065 and the economic participation of youth is likely to shape society at local, 
national, and international levels.144 Youth have the potential to positively impact the economy as they 
can more easily and quickly adapt to new technologies, driving technological advancement in the world of 
work.145 Despite their positive effects, 67.6 million youth, or 13.6% of the global youth labor force, were 
unemployed in 2019.146 Youth unemployment is three times more common than in adults as they have 
fewer work experiences and often struggle to find quality jobs.147 In Northern African and Arab States, 
youth unemployment rates are even higher, estimated at 2.2 and 1.7 times the global average, as youth 
face structural obstacles to economic participation and decent work, including cultural norms that impede 
young women from working and the effects of political uncertainty.148 
 
The International Labour Organization (ILO) describes decent work as having equal opportunities for 
productive work among women and men that: generates a fair income; ensures a safe working 
environment and social protection; and allows for personal growth, inclusion, and participation in decision-
making processes.149 While there is no universal definition of economic participation, it generally “refers to 
an individual’s engagement in work and/or education and their access to economic resources that results 
from such participation.”150 Lack of decent work and economic participation has serious long-term 
consequences on society in terms of social and economic development.151 When youth experience 
unemployment at the early stages of their lifetime, they will have fewer employment opportunities and be 
more likely to stay unemployed.152 Unemployed youth also have higher exposure to crime, health issues, 
violence, and drug abuse and can be more susceptible to the influence of political extremism.153 Even 
when working, three out of four young people globally are engaged in the informal sector, which refers to 
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“economic activities taking place outside of corporate public and private sectors.”154 Informal workers 
include short term and seasonal workers as well as those working without a formal contract, social 
benefits, and protection.155 While 86% of African workers, 68% of workers in Asia and the Pacific, and 
69% of workers in the Arab States are informal workers, the percentage is higher for youth, with 94.9%, 
86.3%, and 85.1% of them estimated to work informally, respectively.156  
 
The COVID-19 crisis has exacerbated these realities and disproportionately impacted youth in terms of 
education and training opportunities, new job openings, job losses, and a decrease in income.157 The 
employment loss was 5% higher for youth as compared to adults and young women were particularly 
impacted due to their disproportionate representation in the service and entertainment sectors and the 
closure of education facilities that decreased access to out-of-home childcare.158 The COVID-19 crisis 
has also forced many young people to quit or lose access to technical and vocational education and 
training (TVET), which contributed to a 2% increase in the proportion of youth not in employment, 
education, or training as compared to the pre-COVID-19 level of 267 million.159 Lack of access to 
education and skills development opportunities exacerbates the skills gap, where the skills in demand by 
employers do not match the skills young people possess, thus hindering the economic participation of 
youth.160 TVET helps youth acquire skills needed to make a successful transition from school to work and 
to access decent work, which is directly linked to achieving sustainable development.161 The UN has 
recognized the effects of the COVID-19 crisis on youth and also noted the potential for youth to lead post-
COVID-19 rebuilding.162 ECOSOC has included youth in discussions on COVID-19 recovery and 
promotes their engagement in advancing sustainable development and addressing youth issues, 
including the provision of decent work opportunities.163  

International and Regional Framework 

The UN has adopted several landmark documents that guarantee everyone the right to economic 
participation, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) (1948), the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) (1966), and the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (CRC) (1989).164 Article 23 of UDHR established the right to work for everyone and “the right 
to equal pay for equal work,” while Article 24 recognizes the right to reasonable working hours.165 
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ICESCR enshrines the economic rights of all peoples in Article 3 and the protection of young people from 
exploitation in Article 10.166 Expanding on the rights recognized by UDHR and ICESCR, CRC established 
the right of every child up to the age of 18 to have access to education, including vocational education, to 
prepare them for their future careers.167 
 
The World Programme of Action for Youth (WPAY), adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1995, 
provided a blueprint for the international community to promote young people’s participation in society.168 
WPAY identified 15 priority areas including education and employment, recognizing the rights of youth to 
access vocational and professional training, and advocating for governments to strengthen measures to 
create employment opportunities for youth.169 In 2007, a report of the UN Secretary-General proposed 
“goals and targets for monitoring the progress of youth in the global economy” in line with WPAY and 
specifically addressing globalization, poverty and hunger, education, and employment.170 Two decades 
after the adoption of WPAY, a High-Level Event of the General Assembly in 2015 noted that youth 
unemployment and access to quality education were still a remaining challenge despite Member States’ 
progress in developing or renewing their national youth policies and establishing strategies to promote 
skills development and entrepreneurship.171 
 
With the aim of advancing progress toward sustainable development, the General Assembly adopted the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) in 2015, which set out the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) for poverty eradication along with improving access to social services, 
protecting the planet, and reducing inequalities.172 In particular, SDG 4 (quality education) and SDG 8 
(decent work and economic growth) recognize the need for skills acquisition to achieve decent work for 
youth.173 SDG target 4.4 calls for increased access to technical and vocational skills for youth, while SDG 
targets 8.5, 8.6, and 8.b aim for the provision of decent work opportunities, a decrease in the youth 
unemployment rate, and the establishment of a global strategy to this end, respectively.174 The 2030 
Agenda and the SDGs serve as guidance for Member States in initiating national youth employment 
strategies to combat unemployment among youth.175  
 
Building on the 2030 Agenda, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda (AAAA) (2015) was adopted at the Third 
International Conference on Financing for Development.176 AAAA set out action areas and measures to 
strengthen the mobilization of financial resources to accelerate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.177 
Priority areas identified in AAAA include creating decent work for all and ensuring access to technology 
for youth, among others.178 In this year’s annual ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development, 
ministers and representatives around the world addressed the remaining gaps in the implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda and progress on AAAA among countries and regions and expressed their commitment 
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to further invest in education, digital skills training, and social protection for vulnerable populations, 
including youth.179 
 
In the UN Youth Strategy (2018), presented by the UN Secretary-General, the UN proclaimed its 
commitment to “work with and for young people” by engaging youth in discussions on issues that affect 
them and listening to their needs and challenges.180 Bringing together different stakeholders, the UN 
strengthens Member States’ and partners’ efforts to promote “young people’s greater access to decent 
work and productive employment,” as identified as one of the priorities of the UN Youth Strategy.181 This 
year’s annual progress report on the implementation of the strategy highlighted the work of the UN 
system in knowledge exchange, both online and offline, and advocacy events and campaigns held at 
regional and global levels to raise awareness on youth issues.182  

Role of the International System 

ECOSOC is one of the main UN bodies that connects youth directly with policymakers and the UN 
system.183 ECOSOC holds an annual Youth Forum where young people participate in discussions with 
Member State representatives to share their views on youth issues and challenges.184 The first-ever 
Youth Forum was convened in 2012 under the theme of “Creating a Sustainable Future: Empowering 
Youth with Better Job Opportunities,” in which discussions emphasized the importance of aligning training 
and education with the skills needed in the labor market as well as partnership between public and private 
sectors and youth to promote job creation.185 Since the establishment of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs, 
the Youth Forum has served as a platform for youth to consider actions that can be taken to achieve the 
SDGs and the challenges that remain.186 A decade after the first Youth Forum, this year’s theme focused 
on the role of youth in recovering from the COVID-19 crisis and included a side event aimed at examining 
good practices among governments and other organizations on skills training for youth.187  
 
Bringing together governments, employers, and workers, ILO actively advocates for decent work for all, 
including youth.188 The Global Initiative on Decent Jobs for Youth was launched by the Director-General 
of ILO in 2016 to unite various partners including 21 UN agencies, governments, civil society 
organizations, and the private sector to work towards advancing the 2030 Agenda, share knowledge, 
mobilize funds, and promote regional and national actions that foster decent work for youth.189 Multiple 
short-term initiatives have been launched under the initiative, including Boosting Decent Employment for 
Africa’s Youth, a three-year research initiative completed in 2022, which sought to address various issues 
that have been holding Africa back from advancing youth employment.190 The initiative led to the 
publication of synthesis papers addressing: the need for a proper funding for TVET; a set of policies to 
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support the wellbeing and capacity building opportunities for young women; and effective interventions in 
fragile situations that benefit both youth and the local community.191 
 
Several UN bodies support TVET initiatives for youth.192 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) established the UNESCO-UNEVOC International Centre for Technical 
and Vocational Education and Training (UNESCO-UNEVOC) and specifically mandated that it promote 
TVET in Member States.193 It conducts “capacity development programmes [and] knowledge sharing” 
through its global network of TVET institutions in 166 Member States.194 The 2020 UNESCO-UNEVOC 
TVET Leadership Programme focused on advancing the digital capacities of TVET leaders and staff 
across the globe in the face of the COVID-19 crisis by partnering with TVET institutions and universities in 
nine selected countries.195 In addition, UNESCO-UNEVOC works to raise awareness on the importance 
of TVET through symposiums, events, and campaigns that gather different stakeholders in TVET on 
World Youth Skills Day, celebrated every year on 15 July.196  
 
At the regional level, the African Union (AU) puts an emphasis on youth development through policy 
formulation.197 The African Youth Charter (2006) acknowledges youth as a key driver for Africa’s 
development and sets out States parties’ obligations to foster youth empowerment and development.198 
Following the designation of 2009 to 2018 as the Decade on Youth Development in Africa, AU adopted 
the African Youth Decade 2009-2018 Plan of Action in 2011 to guide the implementation of the African 
Youth Charter.199 It put forward specific activities and timeframes to support Member States develop 
policies and programs for youth, notably in the areas of access to education and employment.200 
Furthermore, the 1 Million By 2021 initiative was launched to invest in the development of African youth, 
which focused on supporting youth employment, entrepreneurship, education, and engagement.201 The 
initiative benefitted 8 million African youth and led to the development of the 1 Million Next Level initiative, 
which aims to engage more stakeholders and empower 300 million African youth and support additional 
thematic areas, including health and wellbeing of youth.202 
 
Over the past decade, the European Union (EU) created and expanded the Youth Guarantee, a set of 
policies that aim to improve the opportunities for employment, education, and apprenticeship for youth in 
line with the EU’s broader Youth Employment Support package.203 Youth Guarantee efforts have given 
more than 24 million people under the age of 30 access to employment and connected those at risk of 
unemployment to skills training opportunities, even amid the COVID-19 crisis.204 Within the Youth 
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Employment Support package, over 900,000 apprenticeships were created, providing opportunities for 
youth to nurture skills and get experience in the labor market.205 

Creating Decent Work Opportunities for Marginalized Youth  

WPAY and the Global Initiative on Decent Jobs for Youth recognize that marginalized youth, including 
young women, rural youth, as well as migrant and refugee youth, are especially vulnerable to 
unemployment.206 Youth living in rural areas are 40% more likely than urban youth to engage in informal 
work under poor working conditions and are also more likely to be impoverished due to the lack of access 
to education, training, land, credit, and markets.207 According to ILO, 88% of the people considered as 
extreme working poor, which refers to “[employed] people living on less than $1.90 per day,” lived in rural 
areas in 2012.208 To tackle issues of rural youth unemployment, ILO and the International Fund for 
Agriculture Development created the Taqeem Initiative in the Middle East and North Africa, which has 
conducted capacity building and knowledge exchange with policymakers, along with research, to examine 
interventions that effectively promote rural youth’ and women’s employment.209 The Taqeem Initiative has 
supported women’s economic empowerment and its beneficiaries include more than 40,000 rural 
youth.210 Its efforts are wide-ranging and innovative, including the broadcasting of a reality TV show that 
features young entrepreneurs learning to build their entrepreneurial skills to start businesses and 
conducting business and vocational training for young women in rural Egypt to improve their engagement 
in income-generating activities.211 As marginalized youth may experience intersectional barriers in 
economic participation due to their gender, race, nationality, and socio-economic backgrounds, among 
others, some Member States have sought to implement policies that promote decent work and address 
the specific challenges faced by marginalized youth.212 
 
The digital divide is adding to the challenges of rural workers as many employers increasingly expect their 
staff to possess digital skills in the technologically advanced labor market.213 Globally, rural children and 
youth have 16% less access to the Internet compared to those in urban areas and a wider gap exists in 
some regions, including Latin America and the Caribbean.214 Despite rural youth having the potential to 
support the digitalization of agriculture and other sectors of work, the urban-rural digital divide 
exacerbates the income gap both within and across countries.215  
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Refugee youth similarly struggle with a lack of infrastructure access and are also one of the most 
economically disadvantaged groups, with many of them having no access to education and employment 
opportunities.216 The expectation to engage in housework to help out their family, the exclusion from 
education, and other barriers including language and physical remoteness of schools, impede refugee 
youth from getting skills training opportunities that will lead to productive employment.217 Less access to 
financial services and social protection, discrimination, and lack of legislation to protect the rights of 
refugees are among the factors that increase refugee exploitation or force them to engage in informal 
work.218 Recognizing the need for international cooperation to support refugees’ livelihoods, the Global 
Compact on Refugees was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2018.219 It calls for stakeholders’ 
financial and technical support for improved access and quality of education and vocational training, 
along with the implementation of projects that generate decent work for refugee youth.220 At the national 
level, ILO conducts apprenticeship programs for refugee youth.221 In Turkey, ILO works with local 
communities and vocational training centers to provide information on apprenticeship programs for Syrian 
refugee youth in the country.222 Through this program, ILO has worked to ensure that apprenticeships are 
effective in connecting refugee youth with decent work opportunities.223 

Youth Employment in Modern Society  

Over the last decade, international recognition of the importance of achieving social and environmental 
sustainability has grown, including when developing policies aimed at providing decent work for all.224 The 
outcome document of the 2012 UN Conference on Sustainable Development, The Future We Want, 
outlined the connection between the promotion of decent work and sustainable development.225 It 
included a call for governments to establish policies that enable young people’s access to decent jobs to 
drive “sustainable and inclusive development” in the future.226 As environmental sustainability and work 
are being discussed internationally, it leads to increased interest in “green jobs,” which are described as 
“decent jobs that contribute to preserve or restore the environment” and/or “produce goods or provide 
services that benefit the environment.”227 ILO estimates that green jobs can contribute to a net 
employment increase of almost 18 million jobs by 2030 if appropriate measures are taken to shift to more 
sustainable economic practices.228 The joint initiative Partnership for Action on Green Economy (PAGE), 
led by five UN agencies, supports countries in promoting a green economy through capacity building, 
funding, and technical assistance for policy development.229 For example, with support from PAGE, the 
government of Senegal established the National Strategy on Green Jobs to provide its citizens with 
decent work through the creation of green jobs.230 The strategy is implemented under the National 
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Programme for the Promotion of Green Jobs and assists youth in developing businesses in the waste 
management and renewable energy sectors.231  
 
While many UN bodies and partnerships are accelerating the creation of green jobs in collaboration with 
governments, several challenges exist in implementation.232 There is a growing recognition among the 
international community that skills development through TVET is necessary for young workers to engage 
in green jobs.233 However, many countries lack national skills development policies and programs for 
green jobs, or they are often not aligned with environmental policies due to inadequate coordination 
between different stakeholders responsible for designing national policies.234 In addition, a lack of 
understanding by policymakers on the significance of addressing environmental issues and the need for a 
shift to more environmentally friendly forms of employment inhibit the promotion of green jobs.235 
 
In addition to efforts to create and fill green jobs, actors at all levels have sought to promote “social 
entrepreneurship,” which “seeks to create value or generate a positive impact on society by offering 
services or products that answer unmet needs or by offering different solutions to social challenges.”236 
As social enterprises generally aim to serve marginalized groups, they can generate income for youth 
while making a social impact.237 However, young people face a number of challenges when engaging in 
social entrepreneurship, namely lack of experience in the business field and inadequate human and 
financial capital.238 The UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs has acknowledged that, to fully 
unleash the potential of young social entrepreneurs, it is necessary to engage youth in developing an 
entrepreneurship ecosystem that includes encouraging education and training on entrepreneurship as 
well as easy-to-access financial services and support networks.239  
 
An example of an effort to create a favorable environment that fosters social entrepreneurship is the 
Social Business Initiative (SBI), which was launched by the European Commission in 2011 and aimed to 
support the establishment of social enterprises in Europe.240 It identified priority areas to promote social 
entrepreneurship, such as providing skills development for youth to sustainably manage businesses and 
increasing community programs for youth to become social entrepreneurs.241 At the national level, the 
Jeun’ESS initiative was established in France to promote youth social entrepreneurship.242 A public-
private partnership between ministries, companies, and foundations, Jeun’ESS includes social 
entrepreneurship in the educational activities offered at educational institutions and also supports youth in 
joining social economy enterprises.243 A European study published in 2020 suggests the need for better 
education and training programs to develop skills among young entrepreneurs persists, as does the need 
for capacity building of policymakers and support organizations to put in place effective policies.244  
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Conclusion  

Compared to adults, youth are more prone to work in the informal sector which leads to lower income, a 
poor working environment, and inadequate social protection.245 In order to provide decent work 
opportunities for all, the UN has recognized the need to include marginalized youth in programs that 
support education and training of skills that will enable young people’s transition to employment.246 
Ensuring the economic participation of youth remain a top UN priority as education and economic 
opportunities have been severely disrupted due to the COVID-19 crisis.247 The UN, its bodies, and 
international programs continue to support young people such that they can realize social, economic, and 
environmental sustainability and become agents of positive change.248 

Further Research  

In researching this topic, delegates should consider additional questions such as: How can ECOSOC 
work to address and tackle youth employment issues? What needs to be done to provide youth with 
quality education and training to develop work skills? How can governments involve different actors to 
ensure the economic participation of marginalized youth? What measures should be taken to promote 
green jobs that can benefit both youth and the environment? How can governments and the international 
community work together to create an enabling environment for young social entrepreneurs? What are 
the other approaches besides the examples described above that can realize both sustainable 
development and the provision of decent jobs for youth?  
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community as a whole can take to engage and empower youth in addressing the world’s 
critical issues. 

Van der Ree. International Labour Organization. Promoting green jobs for youth through national 
employment policies and programmes. 2019. Retrieved 18 July 2022 from: 
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/documents/publication/wcms_732596.pdf 

This technical note presents approaches governments and policymakers can take to 
promote a green economy and green jobs for youth. The document explains the key 
definitions and ideas necessary in understanding the concept of green jobs and its 
connection with youth employment. Delegates can deepen their understanding of the 
promotion of green jobs as this document introduces good practices implemented at the 
national and regional levels. 
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