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Official Welcome 
 
Dear delegates, 
 
The 2010 National Model United Nations – DC conference Secretariat would like to welcome you to the Security 
Council! All staffers of NMUN-DC, and especially your committee staff, Sameer Kanal and Jenna Gleaton, have 
worked over the course of the year to prepare the committee and its background materials for you; we hope that you 
will find them useful as you prepare for the conference this October. We also hope that you will come away from 
the conference with greater knowledge of international affairs, new friends, and renewed passion for each of the 
issues discussed. 
 
Model United Nations is an excellent place to gain skills in research, writing, speaking, negotiating, and leadership. 
It is also an excellent place to learn about specific international issues. For each of the issues we will discuss this 
October, we have prepared background materials to help guide your initial research. We hope that they will inform 
you and give a broad understanding of the topic. While we note that the background materials will be helpful, we 
also note that they are a starting point and are not a substitute for independent research. 
 
The Security Council, in addition to being the only decision-making body in the United Nations whose decisions are 
binding on United Nations members, is also a small, dynamic body which can respond rapidly to urgent situations. 
Included in those urgent situations are (1) The Situation in North Korea, (2) Food Insecurity and Conflict, and (3) 
The Rights of Children in Armed Conflict. All are worthy of the Security Council’s attention, and members of the 
Security Council have the ability to make a large impact helping to solve these problems. 
 
We look forward to meeting and working with each of you. Good luck with your research and preparations, and see 
you in October! 
 

History of the Security Council 
 

The Security Council was created as one of the six primary organs of the United Nations (UN) when it was founded 
in 1945.  Its first meeting was on January 17, 1946.  The Charter of the United Nations outlines the multiple 
responsibilities of the Security Council, which all revolve around its central task of maintaining international peace 
and security, as delineated under Chapter V, Article 24 of the Charter.  The Security Council is also responsible for 
recommending the Secretary-General to the General Assembly and nominating the Secretary-General for possible 
re-appointment.  Peacekeeping operations fall under the responsibility of the Security Council; since 1948, the UN 
has conducted 63 peacekeeping operations.   
 
The Security Council is made up of 15 Member States, with five being permanent members - China, France, Russia, 
the United Kingdom, and the United States - and 10 being non-permanent members.  The 10 non-permanent 
Member States are elected by the General Assembly and serve two-year terms; the terms are staggered so that five 
Member States rotate in and out every year.  The President of the Security Council serves for one month, and the 
presidency rotates alphabetically among the members according to the English alphabet order of the countries’ 
names.   
 
As stated in the Provisional Rules of Procedure of the Security Council (S/96/Rev.7), under Chapter II, rule 7, the 
interim agenda for the meetings is created by the Secretary-General and presented to the President of the Security 
Council for approval.  The Member States of the Council each have one vote, and the five permanent members have 
the power to veto, or unilaterally block the passage of substantive decisions.  According to Article 27 of the Charter, 
procedural matters must be approved by nine members; other issues must be confirmed by nine members, and the 
permanent members must either approve or abstain.  If a State is a Member of the United Nations but not of the 
Council, then it can take part in discussions by the Council that affect the State, but it cannot vote.  The Security 
Council is the only body whose decisions are binding upon UN Member States, meaning that according to the 
Charter, Member States are required to enforce Security Council decisions.  The Security Council is a resolution-
writing committee, attempting to address the issues on the agenda and find viable solutions to current challenges.   
 

I. The Situation in North Korea 



 
• What actions can be taken by the United Nations to provide a pathway to inclusion in the 

international arena for the Democratic People’s Republic of Kores (DPRK) while simultaneously 
assuring that the DPRK is not posing a threat to international peace and security? 

• How can the international community assist the central players in moving forward with diplomatic 
talks even after the Cheonan incident and the ensuing isolation of the DPRK? 

 
Division, the Korean War and Kim-Il Sung 
 
During the Cairo Conference of 1943, the leaders of Allied states in World War II met and discussed the fate of 
Japanese colonies after the war concluded. Winston Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt’s meeting with Josef Stalin a 
few days later led to the agreement that provisional control prior to eventual Korean independence would be shared 
by the Soviet Union and United States, with separation occurring at the 38th Parallel.  After five years of conflict 
between the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) – commonly known as North Korea – and the 
Republic of Korea, armistice negotiations began in 1953 and set up the current border near the 38th, and the 
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), a heavily-mined strip of land dividing the two countries and their border forces. 
 
Having created the North Korean armed forces and maintained a strong relationship with them through the war, Kim 
Il-Sung had consolidated his own power within the DPRK that lasted after the conclusion of the Korean War. 
Blaming military failures on political opponents who were then executed, Kim removed possible threats and then 
instituted a command economy in North Korea, focused on heavy industry and the military.  The large number of 
massed troops along the DMZ forced the economy into a decline with much of its productivity focused on sustaining 
the North; meanwhile, de-Stalinization in the USSR and the Sino-Soviet Split led to Kim siding with the Chinese 
and losing much of the support of the USSR, as well as needing to continue purges against other North Korean 
Communists who favored the revisionist government of Nikita Khruschev.  After going back to the Soviet Side once 
the more pro-Stalin Leonid Brezhnev took over, the DPRK was left in the middle, without fully-fledged support 
from either Beijing or Moscow.  This led indirectly to the constant decline of the North Korean economy, isolation 
of the country from the world under Kim’s ideology of Juche, or self-reliance, and repression, as well as to Kim’s 
creation of a cult of personality, which transferred to his son, Kim Jong-Il, when Kim Il-Sung died in 1994. 
 
The Kim Jong-Il Era 
 
Kim Jong-Il, the eldest son of the elder Kim (Il-Sung), had been gradually taking control of the Communist Party 
and North Korean military apparatuses since 1980, which prepared him for the eventual handover of power 
following the elder Kim’s death; this officially took place in 1997.  Kim holds absolute power within the DPRK. 
 
Economically, the DPRK declined dramatically in the 1990s and began requiring foreign humanitarian aid.  Trade 
arrangements with the Soviet Union were no longer available following the latter’s collapse, and the People’s 
Republic of China normalized relations with the South Korean government in 1992.  An immense famine followed a 
period of floods and a subsequent period of droughts in the late 1990s, and crippled the economy.  The ideological 
break with his father’s policies of self-reliance formed by the acceptance of aid caused Kim Jong-Il to adopt the 
Son’gun ideology, which translates to “Military First.”  There has been consistent economic growth since the 
prioritization of the military in economic decisions began in 1997.  Another factor contributing to economic growth 
has been the attempts to replicate, though in vastly smaller and more limited manner, the “Special Economic Zones” 
of China to test out a market system, as well as increased trade with South Korea and other countries.  However, the 
standard of living is widely considered by international observers to be poor in North Korea. 
 
Within the DPRK’s borders, there exist strict restrictions on media, prohibiting all media coverage that does not 
favor the government.  Reporters Without Borders labeled the DPRK the second-worst country in the world in 2008 
for media freedom.  Though described officially as a multi-party democracy, the DPRK is considered to be a 
totalitarian dictatorship, and all candidates for office are nominated by the Democratic Front for the Reunification of 
the Fatherland, dominated by the Kims’ Workers Party of Korea.  The Economist Intelligence Unit ranks the DPRK 
as the most authoritarian regime in the world. Freedom of expression and human rights are suppressed widely.  
Similar to the standard of living of North Koreans, the exact political status of North Koreans cannot be fully known 
because of the restrictions on media and information. 
 



North Korean Nuclear Program and Six-Party Talks 
 
In 1989, the decline of the Soviet Union left the DPRK without a larger state to rely upon for security assurances.  
As the economy also declined, increased resources were unable to be directed towards a large conventional military 
force as they once were.  The DPRK’s first nuclear facility was detected by US intelligence in 1985 near the city of 
Yongbyon, which had been previously used to house a nuclear reactor donated by the Soviets in the 1960s.   In 
1985, international pressure caused the DPRK to sign and ratify the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT); 
however, it did not create the safeguards agreement with the IAEA required as a state party.  Simultaneously, the 
DPRK pursued normalized relations with the United States, now the only remaining superpower; however, the US 
did not want a bilateral agreement with North Korea and instead pursued “Six-Party Talks” between the US, the 
DPRK, the Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation, Japan, and China.  North Korea wanted to speak solely to the 
US, which led to a long-term postponement of these negotiations.   However, relations with the South appeared to 
improve, as in 1991 both the North and South signed the Declaration on the Denuclearization of the Korean 
Peninsula, known as the “Joint Declaration.”  In the same year, the United States withdrew all remaining nuclear 
warheads from the South Korea. 
 
In January 1992, the DPRK created the required safeguards agreement with the IAEA after seven years of being a 
state party to the NPT; this allowed IAEA inspectors into their facilities for the first time, but by 1993 the IAEA 
complained of lack of access and suspicions of plutonium production beyond what was revealed.  North Korea 
announced it was withdrawing from the NPT in March 1993; however, withdrawal from the NPT requires 90 days’ 
notice, and international diplomatic action caused the DPRK to “suspend its withdrawal” after 89 days.  In 1994, 
talks halted for months with the death of Kim Il-Sung, then resumed in August and resulted in the “Agreed 
Framework,” in which North Korea would dismantle its reactors in exchange for alternative fuel sources and 
improved diplomatic relations; the IAEA complained that the framework allowed North Korea too long to comply 
with IAEA inspections, but otherwise the agreement was internationally accepted.  This agreement held for four 
years, but in 1998 the DPRK launched a missile into the waters between the South Korea and Japan, causing Japan 
to withdraw $1 billion in foreign aid it had pledged for alternative energy production to the DPRK. 
 
In 2002, US President George W. Bush named North Korea as one of three members of the “Axis of Evil” in his 
State of the Union speech.  By October, the DPRK had acknowledged a previously-secret uranium enrichment 
program.  By the end of 2002, the DPRK had expelled the IAEA from the country.  Arms buildups and posturing by 
the DPRK and the US, each in conjunction with their allies, continued unabated for nearly four years, until the 
October 9, 2006 declaration by the DPRK of a successful nuclear weapons test.  The Security Council placed 
sanctions upon the DPRK, primarily focused on luxury goods, five days later with Resolution 1718.  Increased 
diplomatic pressure led to the resumption of the Six-Party Talks in 2006.  By February 2007, an agreement to shut 
down the Yongbyon reactor and allow in IAEA inspectors in return of improved diplomatic relations and fuel aid 
commenced, and the reactor was verified by the IAEA as having been shut down in July.  By October 11, 2008, 
North Korea had been removed from the US State Department’s list of state sponsors of terrorism.  But in April 
2009, a failed satellite launch was condemned by the Security Council under the assumption that the launch was 
designed to test nuclear-delivery missile technology.  North Korea responded angrily, expelled IAEA inspectors, and 
announced publicly it would withdraw from the Six-Party Talks and would resume a nuclear weapons program; the 
DPRK conducted a second nuclear test on May 25, 2009.  The most recent verified news on the North Korean 
nuclear program is the report from May 2010 that the DPRK has successfully carried out a nuclear fusion reaction. 
 
The Cheonan Incident and Current Situation 
 
On March 26, 2010, the ROKS Cheonan, a South Korean navy warship, sank off the Southwest coast of 
Baengnyeong Island during a large-scale naval exercise performed by the South Korean and American navies. 
While Baengnyeong and its neighboring islands are recognized as being South Korean in spite of being North (as 
well as West) of the land border between North and South Korea, the waters around the islands are claimed by the 
North as well as South Korea, and DPRK, South Korean, and Chinese ships have had firefights in the waters west of 
the islands for decades.  Forty-six of the 104 crewmembers were reported dead. 
 
While initially it was reported that an accident, or perhaps a leftover mine from the Korean War, had sunk the ship, 
by the end of the following week South Korean officials had begun stating that a North Korean torpedo was the 
most likely cause of the sinking.  However, motivations for the attack remain unclear if indeed it was the DPRK, 



with the most-commonly discussed motive being a response to a November 2009 incident in which a North Korean 
ship was sunk in disputed waters, with two deaths.  Additionally, South Korean media reported in March and early 
April that the clean break in the hull ruled out an explosive of any variety.  The official report from the South 
Korean inquiry, with assistance from the United States, United Kingdom, Australia, and Sweden, concluded that a 
homing torpedo struck and sank the Cheonan, and that the recovered material from the wreckage shows that the 
torpedo was made in North Korea.  North Korea denied responsibility immediately, calling the sinking a “regretful 
accident,” and China and Russia called for “restraint,” but international opinions immediately lined up to blame the 
DPRK in response to the report.  The Security Council condemned the attack in a Presidential Statement, but did not 
place blame on any party. 
 
The Cheonan Incident has also halted any efforts to continue the Six-Party Talks.  Political pressure from South 
Korean actors on the South Korean President, Lee Myung-Bak, has made it more difficult to expect a conciliatory or 
accommodating response from the South going forward, and the difficulty of supporting the DPRK has made it less 
likely that China will retain any bias towards the North; this, combined with Russia’s much more marginal 
involvement in the region, will likely isolate the North further over the second half of 2010 and beyond. 

 
II. Food Insecurity and Conflict 

 
 How can the international community ensure that countries do not suffer from food insecurity and 

conflicts over food resources?  How can local communities better distribute food among 
households and ensure that the food promotes healthy living? 

 What can the international community do to aid impoverished countries in developing programs 
that address food insecurity?  How can the United Nations and its Member States assist in 
eliminating food insecurity within a country and ensure that its methods are upheld by that 
country?   

 
As the world’s population expands, so does the need for more food in order to accommodate this rapid growth.  The 
World Food Conference, held in Rome in 1974, was one of the United Nations’s first attempts to address the food 
crisis.  In 1996, a second World Food Summit was held to further address attempts at eradicating hunger, and in 
2002, the “World Food Summit: Five Years Later” took place in order to review the developments since the Summit 
of 1996.  Rising food prices and increased levels of malnutrition and food insecurity continued to plague numerous 
countries, which led to the creation of the High Level Task Force on the Global Food Security Crisis in 2008; in that 
same year, the Task Force produced the Comprehensive Framework for Action (CFA).  
 
According to the 1996 World Food Summit Plan of Action, “Food security exists when all people, at all times, have 
physical and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food preferences 
for an active and healthy life.”  States must develop strategies and programs to ensure that they meet these criteria.  
The World Health Organization (WHO) provides an outline for reaching and maintaining food security; the three 
points that WHO suggests will aid in preventing food insecurity are food availability, food access, and food use.  
Not having enough food available worldwide is thought to be the leading cause of food insecurity, but receiving, 
sustaining, and producing adequate resources are challenges as well.  Producing food resources that are healthy is 
another challenge to food insecurity, as malnutrition is another major factor preventing food security.   
 
One way of aiding a country in distributing food is to find solutions for producing resources locally.  The Plan of 
Action state that to increase the availability of food, countries must increase the production of food, food imports, 
and trade, which will increase a community’s capacity to produce local resources.  The Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) report, Sustainable Agriculture and Food Security in Asia and the 
Pacific, proposed both long-term and short-term steps to increasing access to food in that region, which included 
“‘food-for-work’ programs,” “investments in sustainable agriculture and small scale farmers,” and trade.   
 
The Comprehensive Framework for Action suggests that although larger farms produce the most agricultural output, 
elevating smallholder output could make a difference by developing smallholder farmers.  Programs that encourage 
smallholder investments can promote growth in poorer countries, give those countries a chance to utilize their own 
resources so that they do not have to rely as heavily on others, and can grow the local economy.  This idea is further 
outlined in the Declaration of the World Summit on Food Security, which resulted from the 2009 World Summit on 



Food Security in Rome.  The Declaration sets forth objectives for achieving its plan of action and proposes five 
principles that will allow it to meet those objectives.  One of the objectives expressed in the Declaration is to 
“reverse the decline in domestic and international funding for agriculture, food security and rural development in 
developing countries, and promote new investment to increase sustainable agricultural production and productivity, 
reduce poverty, and work towards achieving food security and access to food for all.”  One method for increasing 
investments in developing regions is to create microfinance institutions, which provide small-scale financial services 
to low-income people, including accounts, savings, and credit.  An example of this kind of institution is SafeSave in 
Dhaka, Bangladesh, which sends trainers to its villages to teach about banking and saving, and the institution allows 
the villagers to take out loans, make deposits, or take money out of their savings.  The downside to a bank such is 
this is that it distributes more loans than it is able to fund; a better method for financing such institutions would be 
necessary for them to run more efficiently.  
 
Conflict, whether it is military, political, religious, or economic, causes food insecurity and worsens its impact.  
Conflict can decrease food and agricultural production, which causes hunger and malnutrition.  During times of 
conflict, regions lose land, resources, and the labor needed to maintain local production of food.  This loss can 
further devastate the region by causing migration and internal displacement, which exacerbates the food dilemma in 
a country.  Furthermore, military and political conflicts make it difficult for a region to protect or adequately 
distribute their resources due to the combatants’ tendencies of using food as a weapon in areas where it is most 
desired.  
 
Additionally, countries attempting to recover after conflict require assistance in rebuilding their infrastructure, which 
includes food production and distribution.  Afghanistan is one example of a country that has been subject to years of 
conflict and food insecurity.  The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) pushed for increased assistance in 
Afghanistan and helped to establish the Emergency and Rehabilitation Unit (ERU) in Kabul in 2001.  The ERU 
worked on various projects that utilized the country’s resources and addressed issues specific to the country’s needs; 
the ERU was an attempt to rise above the conflict and aid those most affected.  Some of the projects consist of 
“alternate agricultural livelihoods programmes, development of an Afghanistan variety and seed industry, support to 
vulnerable populations in drought affected areas through provision of quality-declared wheat seed and fertilizer, 
plant protection activities addressing the major threat posed to crops by melon fly and Colorado beetle, and 
development of integrated dairy schemes in Afghanistan.”      
 
Food insecurity and conflict is a global problem that requires international cooperation in order to achieve desired 
results.  The development of and commitment to policies that increase access to food, enhance distribution, prevent 
malnutrition, and address various other aspects of food insecurity are essential for eliminating food insecurity and 
conflict over food resources.                   

 
III. The Rights of Children in Armed Conflict 

 
• How can the international community prevent the recruitment of children as child soldiers, and 

protect the rights of children during periods of armed conflict? How can the international 
community protect children from the “Six Grave Violations Against Children During Armed 
Conflict”? 

• What improvements can be made to the international framework on children in armed conflict, 
particularly in regards to strengthening the relationship between Special Rapporteurs on specific 
conflicts and the Security Council Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict? 

 
The Rights of Children in Conflict, Prior to the United Nations 
 
The modern era in children’s rights as well as human rights has been brought on by the actions of the United Nations 
since its inception in 1945; prior to this, the rights of children were rarely delineated separately from human rights in 
general.  There were a few noteworthy exceptions, such as the Soviet “Declaration of Children’s Rights” and the 
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 in the United States, both of which gave non-conflict-related rights to children. 
  
The first international recognition of rights for children can be found in the Geneva Declaration on the Rights of the 
Child, adopted by the League of Nations on September 26, 1924.  There are five recognitions that signatories to the 



Declaration made, including that “[t]he child must be the first to receive relief in times of distress.”  It also calls 
upon adults to aid children who may need aid for various reasons, ostensibly including the ravages of conflict.   
 
The Fourth Geneva Convention, formally known as the Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in 
Time of War and adopted in 1949, provides that “children under fifteen” and “mothers of children under seven” 
could be included in the list of classes of citizens of parties to a conflict to be protected in “hospital and safety zones 
and localities” during hostilities.  The Convention also provides that States party to it should attempt to remove 
children from areas under siege. Additionally, the Convention requires occupying powers to continue the previous 
government’s preferential treatment to certain protected classes, included in which are “children under fifteen” and 
“mothers of children under seven”. 
 
United Nations Involvement in the Rights of Children 
 
In 1948, the United Nations General Assembly (GA) adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 
which included the protection of children generally, most notably in terms of their right to education, but gave no 
specific rights in times of conflict.  This issue was addressed when the United Nations (UN) approved a version of 
the 1924 Declaration on the Rights of the Child in 1959 through GA Resolution 1386.  While most protected rights 
do not apply to conflict directly, Principle 9 of the UN version of the Declaration explicitly outlaws “occupation or 
employment which would prejudice his health,” which was the UN’s first statement opposing the use of children as 
soldiers, if only implicitly. While other documents such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR), the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the Declaration on 
the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict recognized rights that only indirectly 
pertained to conflict, their impact was strengthened by contributing to the development of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child. 
 
Convention on the Rights of the Child 
 
In 1989, various international leaders came to the consensus that a document outlining protected rights for children 
was needed to enshrine them not only in law, but in the collective mindset of humanity.  The outcome was the UN’s 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), which came into effect on September 2, 1990.  The CRC primarily 
focuses on bringing existing rights previously protected by the UDHR, the ICCPR, and the ICESCR under the 
category of “children’s rights” by declaring them explicitly. 
 
The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed 
Conflict (CRCOPAC) was ratified by acclamation via Resolution A/RES/54/263 on May 25, 2000 and entered into 
effect on February 12, 2002. The CRCOPAC prohibits “compulsory recruitment” or conscription into the armed 
forces of any State of children, which, as in the CRC, are defined as individuals under the age of 18.  Regarding 
children in the armed forces of a State, the CRCOPAC requires States to place them in non-combat roles.  It also 
expands the prohibitions to include “armed groups that are distinct from the armed forces of a State” as entities 
prevented from utilizing children in combat roles.  The CRCOPAC places regulations upon the recruitment of 
children into the armed forces, if a State should choose to maintain a minimum military age below 18, by requiring 
voluntary recruitment entered into by the child with full disclosure by the recruiting State of what such service 
would entail.  Additionally, the CRCOPAC requires the establishment and increase of a minimum age for military 
service by States party. 
 
Challenges to the Rights of Children in Armed Conflict, Case Study: Colombia 
 
The conflict in Colombia between the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia – People’s Army (FARC-EP), the 
United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (AUC), and the Government of Colombia is responsible for negatively 
impacting the lives of children throughout the country.  A Colombian NGO network, the Coalition Against the 
Involvement of Boys, Girls, and Youth in Colombia, stated in 2003 that “children and youth are constant victims of 
war crimes and crimes against humanity”, due to the violent deaths of children which occur daily, as well as to the 
use of children as soldiers in armed groups such as the FARC-EP and AUC.  
 
An estimated 11,000 children are involved as child soldiers in the armed conflict in Colombia, which amounts to 
nearly one in every four combatants in that conflict; this figure is among the highest totals in the world.  As recent as 



2007, the FARC-EP and the National Liberation Army (Ejército de Liberación Nacional, or ELN) were identified by 
the UN as organizations which continued to recruit and use children. 
 
Up until 2007, the Government of Colombia was accused of using children for intelligence purposes.  As a result of 
pressure from the international community and civil society, the Government issued an official directive 
“prohibiting all members of the armed forces from utilizing children for intelligence activities, especially children 
recovered from armed groups,” but in spite of this, children are still thought to be participating, although at lower 
levels, in government activities against the illegal armed groups.  
 
Despite the significant amount of progress that has been made in a relatively short amount of time, there are still 
reports of killings of children by illegal armed groups and government security forces.  Between 2006 and 2007, 37 
children were reported killed by the government, according to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(UNHCHR). Some of these children died as a result of extrajudicial executions following their identification as 
guerrilla members. The situation in Colombia has illuminated the need for increased monitoring and enforcement 
mechanisms, as well as increased awareness building and policy making within governments that will contribute to 
the disarmament of child soldiers. 
 
Conclusion 
 
As the world has come to recognize the rights of children as separate from those of adults and as deriving from the 
status of the person as a child, numerous documents have outlined the rights that should be protected for children, 
including protection against use as a child soldier, and protection against the ravages of war. The CRC in 1989, and 
the CRCOPAC in 2001 provided specific rights for children, the latter outlining those rights in the specific context 
of armed conflict. Despite these provisions, armed conflict around the world continues, and the rights of children are 
not protected by the actors in those conflicts; children of all ages are still recruited as child soldiers, girls are 
subjected to sexual assault and rape, and the social context in which children can thrive, including resources for 
survival, education and welfare, are not spared the damages of the conflicts. 
 
Delegates who hope to seek an end to the use of children as soldiers must contemplate not only the best practices for 
reintegration of children into society, but how best to prevent children from being recruited. Children and their 
families need to be educated as well, and methods for the education about the rights children hold must be 
developed as well. Finally, delegates must determine the best course of action for coordination of governmental, 
inter-governmental and civil society efforts to meet the previous goals, in order to assure that the answer to a 
problem that occurs in numerous countries is an equally global solution. 
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