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Official Welcome 

Dear Delegates, 

On behalf of Heidi Schneble, Umair Hameed, and the excellent staff that make up the 2009 National Model United 
Nations-DC Conference, we would like to officially welcome you to the General Assembly Third Committee.  
Throughout the year, the staff of the General Assembly (GA) Third Committee has worked diligently to provide you 
with the best preparation material for your participation in this committee.  It is our sincere hope that our discussion 
questions and resources will aid you with the groundwork for a successful GA Third Committee session. 

This year, the GA Third Committee will be focusing on the ongoing efforts of the United Nations (UN) to create an 
environment for current and future generations which is free of violence and conflict and is instead focused on peace 
and opportunity for all members of the international community.  The year 2000 initiated a new effort to establish a 
“Culture of Peace” which partners with existing UN frameworks, such as the International Decade for a Culture of 
Peace and Non-violence for the Children of the World (2001-2010), in order to cultivate dialogue and understanding 
among different cultures.  In an era of rapid globalization that has witnessed a mixing of different cultures, religions, 
and ethnicities it is important that there exists a dialogue of understanding to create a culture of peace and prevent 
the violence, conflict, and discord that currently affects, for example, the States of Central Asia.  As we prepare to 
close the first decade of the 21st century, it is our hope that you keep these themes in mind as you prepare for this 
year’s conference.  We wish you all the best and we look forward to working with you in making the GA Third 
Committee an outstanding educational experience. 

History of the General Assembly Third Committee 
 
The Charter of the United Nations established the General Assembly as a forum for multilateral negotiation in 1945, 
the first of the main organs of the UN System.  Acting as the legislative branch of the UN, the GA meets in formal 
session every fall at the UN headquarters in New York City.  The GA is a forum consisting of all (currently 192) 
Members States in which each, no matter what its size or population, has an equal vote.  The GA is often regarded as 
the most important of the six principal organs.  In order to exercise its powers as prescribed by the Charter, the 
General Assembly and its subsidiary committees can discuss any topic as long as they are non-binding towards any 
Member State.   
 
Some noteworthy assembly actions have been the passing of A/RES/3379, Zionism is Racism, which determined 
that Zionism is a form of racism and racial discrimination (A/RES/3379 would ultimately be revoked by 
A/RES/46/86 on December 16, 1991); A/RES/55/2, United Nations Millennium Declaration, which set forth what is 
known as The Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s); A/RES/377, Uniting for Peace, which states that if the UN 
Security Council (SC) fails to exercise its primary responsibility of maintaining international peace and security the 
General Assembly can and should take up the matter itself and urge Member States to consider collective action; 
and A/RES/810, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which proclaimed "inherent dignity" and "equal and 
inalienable rights of all members of the human family," in which Chairperson of the UN Commission on Human 
Rights, former U.S. First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt helped to draft and pass, stating that “it may well become the 
international Magna Carta for all men everywhere.” 
 
The Third Committee, also known as the Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Affairs Committee (SOCHUM), was 
created during the first session of the General Assembly.  The functions of the General Assembly Third Committee 
include: 
 

• Human Rights issues; 
• The advancement of women and protection of children; 
• Indigenous issues and treatment of refugees; 
• Promotion of fundamental freedoms and the right to self-determination; and 
• Social Development. 

 
During the 63rd and most recent session of the General Assembly, SOCHUM contributed numerous resolutions to 
the General Assembly Plenary committee, most of which concern human rights.  Some of these resolutions include 
A/RES/63/149, Assistance to refugees, returnees and displaced persons in Africa, urging African Member States to 



assist refugees and displaced persons with greater resolve.  A second resolution, A/RES/63/242, Global efforts for 
the total elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and the comprehensive 
implementation of and follow-up to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, requests Member States to 
quickly ratify the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and to 
implement the Durban Declaration to combat racism, xenophobia, and other forms of discrimination. 

 
I. Establishing a Culture of Peace in Central Asia 

 
• What tools can UN Member States provide to the Central Asian States to help in the establishment 

of a culture of peace?  How will the current global economic crisis affect the dialogue of peace 
development between States where this concept is already strained such as Pakistan and India? 

• What efforts can the UN employ in conjunction with the international community to stem  
social strain and conflict in Central Asia caused by the financial crisis and economic slowdown?   

 
The United Nations System grew out of a determination by the international community, as stated in the preamble of 
the UN Charter, “to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought 
untold sorrow to mankind.”  As such, the UN strives to create a “culture of peace” which is defined as “a set of 
values, attitudes, modes of behavior and ways of life that reject violence and prevent conflicts by tackling their root 
causes to solve problems through dialogue and negotiation among individuals, groups and nations.”  UN Resolutions 
A/RES/52/13, Culture of Peace, and A/RES/53/243, Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace, 
discuss the necessary actions that must be taken in order to establish a culture of peace.  These include: 
 

• Foster a culture of peace through education; 
• Promote sustainable and economic development; 
• Promote respect for all human rights; 
• Ensure equality between women and men; 
• Foster democratic participation; 
• Advance understanding, tolerance and solidarity; 
• Support participatory communication and the free flow of information and knowledge; and 
• Promote international peace and security. 

 
In 2007, the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), which is responsible for 
the implementation of activities related to the UN’s Decade of Peace, made a set of recommendations to continue 
efforts at peace.  These recommendations include increasing education efforts that teach cultural and religious 
tolerance, ensuring communication and technological access for the free flow of information and ideas as well as 
urging the media at all level to support the global campaign for a culture of peace as well as a dialogue among 
civilizations, cultures and peoples.   
 
While work must be done in many regions to establish a “culture of peace,” Central Asia needs significant attention 
by the UN.  Central Asia has been burdened by the aftermath of the end of the Cold War.  The collapse of the 
Soviet Union saw the birth of many new States that had to transition into an independent State while globalization 
and economic interdependence swept through the international community.  Many of these States have struggled 
with the economic, political, and social challenges that often confront a fledgling State.  In addition, many of the 
States house remnants of the Soviet Union’s nuclear arsenal.  These issues have created an environment where 
conflict can grow and peace can be stifled.  The UNGA Third Committee must work diligently to foster peace.  
The States that constitute Central Asia include Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 
Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan, and India. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



 
II. Post-Violence Reintegration of Ethnic Minorities 

 
• As we reintegrate ethnic minorities back into their respective societies, as a method of 

peacebuilding, while understanding the difficulties that may lie from these post-conflict driven 
areas, we recognize that many hard feelings still exist between the various ethnicities and sub-
cultures.  What can SOCHUM do to overcome these difficulties and ensure a sustainable living 
environment with peace and harmony?  

• What kind of difficulties will ethnic minorities face during reintegration?  Different conflicts have 
resulted in different geopolitical arrangements.  For example, while the Hutu and Tutsi live 
amongst each other in Rwanda, each ethnic group in the Balkans now lives in different sub 
national territories.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of each model, and should the 
Assembly favor one over the other in terms of reintegration? 

 
Ethnic minorities will face psychological, economic, and social hardships as they reintegrate into a post-violence 
society.  The psychological aspect will be the biggest burden, as both groups have to reconcile with each other in the 
aftermath of the conflict to move forward.  Several tools are available to assist in the socio-economic reintegration; 
microfinance could be a useful means to rebuild economic strength.  The fact that two different outcomes have 
appeared in post-violence countries means that there is no standardized solution towards reintegration.  The 
Assembly will have to consider the scope of the violence and the cause of the conflict to ensure that the reintegration 
of the ethnic minorities will be successful.  
 
Since the beginning of the Iraq War and the removal of Saddam Hussein’s government in Iraq, ethnic minorities 
such as the Kurds are hopeful of their right of self-being.  Consisting of approximately no more than 20% of Iraq’s 
population, the Kurds, once oppressed in Iraq, are being reintegrated into society and given the right to self-govern 
their respectful territories.  However, the nation of Kurdistan rests upon three individual countries that include Iran 
and Turkey, which pose a problem to the peaceful reintegration of the Kurdish people in Iraq.  For leaders of Iran 
and Turkey, the Kurds pose a threat, as their rights fulfilled in Iraq might bring international pressure upon Iran and 
Turkey to do the same.  The Middle East is conflict-ridden area where there are several ethnic minorities just like the 
Kurds, who, due to intractable conflicts, cannot peacefully live amongst one another. 

 
It is stated that civil war’s end, but they usually restart in some form or another.  In the article, Policies for building 
post-conflict peace, the authors state that, “globally, within the first ten years of the end of a conflict, 31% of them 
have resumed.”  Some conflicts are even more apt to regenerate than the global average; in Africa, less than half of 
re-established peaceful periods last ten years.  By using history as a lesson while applying theoretical frameworks to 
newly developed data sets of conflict, it can be seen that the high prevalence of peace collapse in the Middle East 
and Africa is not inevitable.  To date, policies on the part of both the international community and post-conflict 

governments have been highly inefficient.  Thus with better policies and regional cooperation, the risk of peace 
collapse and failure of reintegration of minorities after racial conflicts and civil wars, can be radically reduced. 

 
III. Preventing Illicit Drugs to our Global Youth 

 
• What role can the international community play in reducing the supply & demand of illicit drugs? 
• How do the national drug strategies for the Member State you are representing work within the 

existing framework of the UN and their efforts such as the International Decade for a Culture of 
Peace and Non-violence for the Children of the World (2001-2010)? 

 
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), there are more than 185 million illicit drug users globally.  
While illicit drug use affects all age groups, it continues to be a growing problem among youth.  Illicit drug use 
affects those in both developed and developing countries with more than twenty five percent of the youth population 
in North America and Western Europe using illicit drugs at least once.  For youth, illicit drug use can be a method of 
coping with violence, neglect, unemployment, and sexual abuse.   Recent actions by the UN to address these issues 
include the Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding 



between Peoples (1965); International Youth Year: Participation, Development and Peace (1985); and World 
Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond (1995).  Today’s youth face a wide range of 
challenges that can prevent their ability for a successful and peaceful adulthood.  These include a reduction in 
financial resources from the State; social, economic and political inequalities; discrimination against young women; 
youth unemployment; educational inequalities; and inequality in healthcare.  
 
One of the major issues continuing to face the global youth is the availability of illicit drugs.  The UN has attempted 
to address this issue through the creation of such programs as the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, as well as the 
United Nations International Drug Control Programme.   Many have claimed that there has been success in 
containing illicit drugs.  However, despite these steps the availability and use of illicit drugs by the global youth 
continues to be a major problem.  On March 11, 2009, during a meeting of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs the 
Deputy Prime Minister of Namibia, Libertina Amathila, warned that "our youth is wasting away as a result of drug 
abuse.  Sustainable development and the security and stability of many countries are affected."  The international 
community is currently involved in a major economic crisis, which has had a highly negative effect for the global 
youth, the opportunity for employment, and educational opportunities, as well as seeing a reduction in States’ 
resources.  These effects of the global recession, thus, have in many ways exacerbated the global youth’s 
dependence on illicit drugs.  As delegates, please review strategies that Member States can participate in to reduce 
these dependence.   It is also recommended that delegates review the 2009 World Drug Report created by the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes as it gives a comprehensive review of statistics regarding the production, 
usage, and trafficking of illicit drugs.  In addition, this year’s report for the first time has a section devoted to youth 
and illicit drugs.  This section is important as data and analysis regarding youth’s use of illicit drugs has often been 
sporadic and lacking detailed analysis. 
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