
 

Economic Commission for Africa 

Recent Developments 

The Eighth African Development Forum (ADF-VIII) occurred in October of 2012 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, jointly 
convened by the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), the African Union Commission (AUC), and the African 
Development Bank Group (AfDB).1 The participants discussed the topic of “Governing and harnessing natural 
resources for Africa’s development,” and addressed issues such as resource management and development in Africa 
with a special focus on minerals and mining, land, fishery, and forestry.2 This Forum produced a Consensus 
Statement which outlines the determination to use Africa’s natural resources to the benefit of its citizens and 
economy across institutional lines.3 Moreover, on October 30 – November 2, 2012, ECA along with AfDB and the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) came together for the seventh annual African Economic 
Conference (AEC) in Kigali, Rwanda to discuss “Inclusive and Sustainable Development in Africa in an Age of 
Economic Uncertainty.”4 Academics, policy makers, and development practitioners from around the world come 
together every year for this conference to discuss and educate each other on important issues effecting Africa’s 
economies and to work towards finding resolutions for those issues.5   
 
The 13th Session of the Regional Coordination Mechanism of UN Agencies and Organizations Working in Africa in 
Support of the African Union and its NEPAD Programme (RCM-Africa) took place in Addis Ababa on November 
14-15, 2012. The discussions focused on the progress made regarding the work of the RCM, and addressed the 
future steps for integrating the RCM clusters within the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) 
program.6 The RCM-Africa created the yearly Progress Report to review thematic concerns and prioritize issues of 
importance, especially governance.7  
 
In December 2012, ECA Executive Secretary Dr. Carlos Lopes stated that ECA’s working structure would be 
overhauled and restructured and put into effect in March of 2013.8 The Executive Secretary proposed the creation of 
five new divisions that will help organize each thematic issue and promote research and data collection for each 
topic that concerns ECA and Africa.9 These new divisions are: the Regional Integration and Trade Division; the 
Special Initiatives Division; the Macroeconomic Policy Division; the Social Development Division; and “a 
strengthened and expanded” African Centre for Statistics.10 In order to make ECA’s work with NEPAD more 
productive and efficient, Lopes also proposed the creation of an Office of Partnerships and a Capacity Development 
Division.11 ECA currently divides its work between nine categories.12 The work from these nine categories will be 
distributed and absorbed amongst the new division structure in March.13 
 
More recently, the Executive Secretary of ECA met with the AUC Chairperson and the President of the AfDB in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on January 11-12, 2013 in order to discuss ways in which they can perpetuate Africa’s 
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“socio-economic transformation” over the future five decades.14 Other events in 2013 for ECA include the Sixth 
Joint Annual Meetings between the AU and ECA. The joint African Union Conference of Ministers of Economy 
and Finance and Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development of the ECA will 
take place from March 21-26 2013 with the theme, “Industrialization for and Emerging Africa” in Abidjan, Côte 
d’Ivoire.15 The Committee of Experts will take place from March 21-24, 2013, and the Ministerial segment will 
occur on March 25-26, 2013.16 

The Committee at the National Model United Nations Conference 

The Economic Commission for Africa promotes the economic and social development of its Member States, 
encourages cooperation internationally for Africa's development, and fosters intra-regional integration. The ECA is 
comprised of 53 Member States and as a Regional Commission of the Economic and Social Council does not hold 
elections for Member States. ECA is currently structured to operate eight internal committees: the Committee on 
Development Information, Science and Technology (CODIST), the Committee on Food Security and Sustainable 
Development (CFSSD), the Committee on Natural Resources and Science and Technology (CNRST), the 
Committee on Human Development and Civil Society (CHDCS), the Committee on Women and Development 
(CWD), the Committee on Trade, Regional Co-operation and Integration (CTRCI), the Committee on Industry and 
Private Sector Development (CIPSD), and the Committee on Governance and Popular Participation (CGPP). 
 
Format: The Economic Commission for Africa is a Resolution Writing Committee. 
 
Voting: In the Economic Commission for Africa each member has one vote and it does not allow for 
special privileges of Member States, such as veto power. All decisions are decided on by majority vote of 
members present for both procedural and substantive matters. 
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United Nations Economic Commission for Africa. (2012). African Development Forum: About ADF-VIII. Retrieved 
on January 9, 2013 from http://new.uneca.org/adfviii/AboutADFVIII.aspx 

This event held every two years by ECA with the AU is centered on progress in Africa’s 
development. Provided here is a thorough explanation of the African Development Forum and the 
works that occur at this event. Also provided are objectives and documents that have been created 
as well as a review of each forum.  

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa. (2012). Consolidated Progress Report of RCM-Africa to the 13th 
session of RCM. Retrieved on January 9, 2013 from 
http://new.uneca.org/Portals/rcm/2012/Documents/RCM13_Progress-Report_ENG.pdf 

The Progress Report created by RCM-Africa which was presented at the 13th session of the 
Regional Coordination Mechanism of the Economic Commission for Africa and African Union 
regarding the New Partnership for Africa’s Development. This will be a helpful overview of 
progress made and future goals of the RCM in NEPAD. This document provides an excellent 
source of information and can be used as a point of reference throughout the remainder of the 
research and conference periods.  

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa. (2012, October 25). Eighth African Development Forum (ADF-
VIII) Consensus Statement (ECA/ADF/8/6). Retrieved on January 9, 2013 from 
http://new.uneca.org/Portals/adfviii/Documents/ADFVIII_Consensus_Statement_Final.pdf 

This document from ADF-VIII is the new standard by which the AU, AfDB, and ECA consider 
development issues in regards to natural resources. The natural resources considered are 
minerals, fisheries, land, and forests. The Consensus Statement also includes recommendations 
regarding each natural resource and progress to be made. 

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa. (2012, December 12). Press Release 213/2012: “Lopes re-aligns 
ECA work to better serve Africa’s transformation agenda.” Retrieved on January 11, 2013 from 
http://new.uneca.org/ArticleDetail/tabid/3018/ArticleId/2431/Lopes-re-aligns-ECA-work-to-better-serve-Africa-s-
transformation-agenda.aspx 

Press releases and newsletters from different departments and committees serve as excellent 
sources of news and advancement in their respective areas. The release from ECA in December 
explains a great deal about the future structural rehabilitation that the ECA committee work will 
take. The changes proposed by the Executive Secretary are supposed to take place in March of 
this year. When these changes take place, each of the thematic areas of ECA will be divided and 
reabsorbed into new divisions. Progressive changes like these offer a dynamic example of 
opportunity to recreate systems, initiatives, and programs.  

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa. (2012). Regional Coordination Mechanism of UN Agencies and 
Organizations Working in Africa (RCM-Africa) in Support of the African Union and its NEPAD Programme. 
Retrieved on January 9, 2013 from http://new.uneca.org/rcm/rcm13.aspx 

The RCM-Africa homepage is useful for retrieving information from thirteen sessions of work. 
This historical website provides information by which to stay up to date with current works and 
concerns as well as measuring the growth and succession over time. Maneuvering through the 
information located here will provide a basis of knowledge on regional and sub-regional activity 
concerning NEPAD and the accomplishments of ECA and AU over time.   
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I. Pursuing Socially and Environmentally Sustainable Practices in Mineral Trade  

Recent Developments 

The Eighth African Development Forum (ADF-VIII) took place in Addis Ababa from October 23-25, 2012. The 
Director of Economic Development and New Partnership for African Development (NEPAD) of ECA highlighted 
the importance of continuous growth of Africa-South cooperation and urged governments to focus on how to foster 
and “manage these partnerships for better and more equitable development results.”17 He stressed that such 
partnership must be directed towards “promoting structural transformation and reducing dependence on mineral-
resource exports.”18 Most importantly, the participants at the Forum recognized the African Mineral Skills Initiative 
(AMSI) as a significant step towards the implementation of the Africa Mining Vision (AMV).19 Heads of State had 
adopted the AMV at the African Union summit in February 2009, following the October 2008 meeting of African 
Ministers responsible for Mineral Resources Development.20 It advocates for transparency and accountability to 
ensure that the “minerals sector delivers development dividends to governments and communities, while rewarding 
investors for the risk they take.”21 The Consensus Statement, released at the end of the ADF-VIII, called for 
partnerships among stakeholders and governments to popularize the Vision across Africa and ultimately “achieve a 
much needed paradigm shift in the sector that has eluded the continent for decades.”22 However, the research and 
development capacity for the AMV transformational agenda is rather weak, especially due to limited budgets for 
science and innovation as well as the lack of adequate experts.23 The African Minerals Skills Initiative which 
developed through the partnership of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the gold 
mining company, AngloGold Ashanti, seeks to support the Africa Mining Vision by: (a) focusing on broad skills 
development in Africa with regards to the minerals sector; (b) taking a holistic view of skills and institution building 
for the minerals industry; (c) supporting local delivery of skills and opportunities through selected African mining 
schools.24  
 
Additionally, ECA is planning to integrate the AMSI within the African Mineral Development Centre (AMDC), 
which has been under development by the African Union Commission (AUC), African Development Bank (AfDB) 
and ECA since August 2012.25 Given the fact that the AMV calls for a “transformative role for mineral resources in 
Africa’s development based on appropriate social and economic linkages,” the creation of the AMDC was agreed in 
order to “integrate the approach to mineral development in the manner demanded by the AMV.”26 The aim of the 
Centre is to encourage multiple partnerships across the continent including the African Union Member States, their 
national and regional organizations such as the AUC, the NEPAD Planning and Coordinating Agency (NPCA), and 
Regional Economic Communities (RECs).27 It is also tasked to “enable mineral resources to play a greater 
transformative role in the development of the continent through increased economic and social linkages, and in this 
manner, help address its intractable poverty and limited development.”28 The Business Plan developed by the AUC, 
AfDB and ECA states that the AMDC will operate in three phases from 2013 to 2017.29 During the build-up phase, 
efforts will be directed towards establishing the Centre; the main phase (3 years) will entail project implementation 
of each work-stream; and the review phase (1 year) will involve project completion and discussions on advancing 
the Centre’s work.30 The AMDC is expected to start working in the first quarter of 2013.31 
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With regards to the funding, the AngloGold Ashanti confirmed its contribution of US$ 1 million in 2013 as part of a 
broader five-year commitment towards the Centre. This financial aid will be used for the integration of the African 
Mineral Skills Initiative in the Centre’s work to ensure AMSI thrives and flourishes in the coming years.32 
Moreover, during the annual Africa Down Under Conference in August 2012, the Government of Australia 
announced support for the Centre of 5 million Australian dollars over the next 2 years.33 The Foreign Ministry of 
Sweden and the Canadian International Development Agency are also considering providing financial support.34 In 
October of 2012, the AUC, AfDB and ECA gathered for the meeting of the Bureau of the Second Conference of AU 
Ministers Responsible for Mineral Resources Development in Addis Ababa.35 During this gathering, ministers 
further discussed the Business Plan for the launch of the AMDC. The Plan was reviewed by senior officials and 
recommended to the Bureau of Ministers in mid-October 2012.36 However, the implementation of the Business Plan 
will only be considered towards the end of 2013 when the meeting of Ministers takes place.  
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II. Enhancing Good Governance through the New Partnership for Africa's Development  

The conclusion of the Eighth African Governance Forum on Democracy, Elections and the Management of 
Diversity in Africa (AGF-VIII) in October 2012 reaffirmed that democracy and development are mutually 
interdependent following empirical evidence from the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM).37 The Forum 
particularly emphasized that while elections are synonymous with democracy, they can also trigger violence and the 
practice of democracy cannot be reduced to only organizing elections. 38  
 
Acknowledging that elections are not synonymous with democracy, the Forum emphasized that for democracy to 
take root, countries must embrace peaceful, credible, and transparent multi-party elections.39 In reference to Zambia 
in 2010, Senegal in 2012, and Lesotho in 2012, AGF-VIII stressed that the inclusion of all stakeholders, including 
the government, civil society, political parties, regional and international groups, and election management bodies.40 
The forum provided policy recommendations for each of these groups on what they can do in regards to the 
democratic process.41 Of these recommendations, AGF-VIII stated that the “International Community, including the 
United Nations system, must play a more proactive role in enhancing institutional capacity for Africa towards 
democracy promotion, electoral integrity and constructive management of diversity.”42 These principles are 
important to note and observe in the upcoming Kenyan elections that are to be held in March of this year. These 
upcoming elections are particularly important to note after the country experienced post-election violence in 2007 
and 2008 that cost the lives of over 1,000 and led to an estimated 600,000 internally displaced persons.43 
 
As noted by AGF-VIII, the inclusion of civil society greatly improves good governance whilethe participation of 
non-governmental organizations plays a crucial role in organizing and giving a voice to much of civil society. One 
such organization that specifically works for the betterment of government in Africa is Good Governance Africa 
(GGA), which plays a crucial part  of civil society in improving governance in Africa by carrying out research and 
working as an advocacy organization.44 GGA publishes a monthly journal called Africa in Fact,with each journal 
discussing an issue relevant to good governance like the October 2012 issue Law and Lawlessness in Africa.45 This 
particular issue discusses the rule of law in regards to good governance by analyzing situations such as police crime 
in South Africa, the International Criminal Court's (ICC) role in Africa, or Somalia's recovery.46 Another recent 
publication by GGA that is just as pertinent to the concept good governance is entitled Africa's Opposition Parties, 
which coincides with AGF-VIII's recent statements, where GGA expresses that "without an opposition a country 
cannot be defined as democratic, representative and accountable."47 
 
The 13th session of the Regional Coordination Mechanism of UN Agencies and Organizations Working in Africa 
(RCM-Africa) convened in November 2012 to bring the AU, NEPAD, and UN organizations to focus on the theme 
of a post 2015 development agenda for Africa.48 RCM-Africa established a set of objectives to achieve for the post-
2015 development agenda which includes: participation and ownership of an African-owned and led process that 
captures the severity of Africa's reduction of poverty and vulnerability to crises; learning from past experiences; 

                                                           
37 African Union, Outcome Statement of the Eighth African Governance Forum on Democracy, Elections and the Management of 

Diversity in Africa, 2012. 
38 African Union, Outcome Statement of the Eighth African Governance Forum on Democracy, Elections and the Management of 

Diversity in Africa, 2012.  
39 African Union, Outcome Statement of the Eighth African Governance Forum on Democracy, Elections and the Management of 

Diversity in Africa, 2012. 
40 African Union, Outcome Statement of the Eighth African Governance Forum on Democracy, Elections and the Management of 

Diversity in Africa, 2012. 
41 African Union, Outcome Statement of the Eighth African Governance Forum on Democracy, Elections and the Management of 

Diversity in Africa, 2012. 
42 African Union, Outcome Statement of the Eighth African Governance Forum on Democracy, Elections and the Management of 

Diversity in Africa, 2012. 
43 Kariuki, Kenya to hold polls in March 2013, says elections body, 2012. 
44 Good Governance Africa, About Us, 2012. 
45 Good Governance Africa, Law and Lawlessness, 2012.  
46 Good Governance Africa, Law and Lawlessness, 2012.  
47 Good Governance Africa, Africa's Opposition Parties, 2012. 
48 United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, Regional Coordination Mechanism for Africa Concludes its 13th Session, 

2012.  



 

resource mobilization for transformative development; and a human-centered approach to development.49 Additional 
activities of RCM-Africa are also divided into clusters, including the Governance Cluster and Social and Human 
Development Cluster, to focus on specific issues for organizations to address in Africa and provide a thorough 
discussion of each cluster's activities.50 
 
Much of what is said on good governance at the AGF-VIII, by the GGA and at RCM-Africa in the past months have 
come to coincide with the release of two major publications by NEPAD: the NEPAD Agency Report 2011 and 
Africa's Decade of Change.51 NEPAD has found that an improvement of political governance, among other factors, 
has contributed to both the success of NEPAD's activities in Africa as well as the strengthening economic status of 
the continent as a whole.52 Despite the improvements, the NEPAD identifies alarming situations including less than 
optimal education rates, high youth unemployment, and a high level of poverty and inequality to which NEPAD 
stresses the need for resources to face these issues.53 A key advantage in tackling this are the partnerships that 
NEPAD spend significant time building with such organizations as the ECA, Group of Eight, Group of Twenty, 
Development Bank of Southern Africa, and the African Development Bank.54 As noted in the recent book Africa's 
Decade of Change, it is through this cooperative and collective approach that incorporates many stakeholders from 
states, civil society, and international organizations that has enabled NEPAD to institutionalize peer learning and 
sharing to pursue good governance.55 
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NEPAD Planning and Coordinating Agency, Economic Commission for Africa, Office of the Special Advisor on 
Africa. (2012). Africa's Decade of Change: Reflections of 10 Years of NEPAD. Retrieved January 10, 2013 from: 
http://www.nepad.org/system/files/Africa%20Decade%20of%20Change%20-%20Final.pdf. 

NEPAD's new book Africa's Decade of Change is a crucial read for any who aims to discuss 
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III. Improving Youths' Access to Education and Employment Opportunities 

Recent Developments 

Through the past few months, there have been recent developments in improving youths' access to education and 
employment opportunities across the continent. According to the International Labor Organization (ILO) in their 
report on Africa's Response to the Youth Employment Crisis, global youth unemployment will remain at crisis levels 
until at least 2016 with the youth being three times more likely to be unemployed than adults.56 For example, 
Nigeria is already making efforts to remove tariff and non-tariff barriers that will build up Africa's potential and 
encourage growth in the manufacturing and services sectors that will add value to its current export commodities. 57 
Another effort being made by the Nigerian government involves working to address both ageing farmers and high 
youth unemployment through the recent innovative term known as "nagropreneur." 58 These nagropreneurs are a part 
of the new Youth in Agric Business project of the Nigerian government to increase the number of young farmers to 
1 million by 2015. 59 This project, which was presented in September 2012 and launched in January 2013, is a 
response to the influx of young graduates entering the workforce and encourages them to take charge seeking self-
employment through agriculture and business, since the government and private sector are unable to create jobs as 
quickly as young people are entering the workforce. 60 Since the project is new, however, it still remains to be seen 
just how successful it will be in creating new job opportunities for Nigerian youths and which methods will be used 
for evaluating its success. 61 
 
Although a major problem throughout Africa is the lack of access to education, the North African region faces the 
quandary of having a majority of youths with higher education representing the unemployment figures. 62 In Egypt, 
the figures for unemployed young men and women with university degrees are 26.9 percent of males and 55.1 
percent of females. 63 These high unemployment figures are due to an increase in the creation of low productivity, or 
minimum-waged jobs, and a high influx of applicants competing for the few good jobs available. 64 In November, 
the Danish government, working in conjunction with the ILO, signed a Memorandum of Understanding, stating it 
would finance the first phase of the "Decent Jobs for Egypt's Young People" project in the amount of $1.6 million 
USD. 65 The project is part of the National Action Plan (NAP) that aims to address problems at the national, regional 
and local level while giving special attention to those with disabilities and other particularly vulnerable groups. 66 
 
Conferences were held to address some of the major issues creating obstacles for youth in Africa. Senegal hosted the 
West Africa Regional Conference on Youth Employment in cooperation with the African Development Bank 
(AfDB) and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) in November 2012. 67 The two 
main themes of the conference consisted of creating education models, training opportunities and skills needed for 
youth in West Africa and setting strategies for business models, economic policies, and job creation. 68 The West 
Africa Regional Conference on Youth Employment aimed to highlight successful West African policies, programs, 
and initiatives that were already yielding results in the region and to promote further support from businesses and 
civil society in developing sustaining economic reforms that could create more inclusive growth in the region. 69 
Another conference titled "Youth and Democratization in Africa: Lessons Learned and Comparative Experiences" 
was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, as a joint effort of Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP) and the Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA) to help create a 
dialogue and increase mobilization of youth in taking control of their future and as a response to the youth uprisings 
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in North Africa. 70 The lessons learned that were addressed at this conference included the increasing role of mass 
communication and social networking in strengthening the power of youth in mobilizing, facilitating, and building 
their capacity as part of the policy-making process to influence decisions that directly affect them. 71 The conference 
also drew attention to the need for youth unemployment to be addressed through appropriate policy changes through 
major government policy initiatives, since high unemployment was driving youth to crime and violence. 72 
 
During December's Africa Industrialization Day, Emmanuel Nnadozie, the ECA's director of Economic 
Development and NEPAD division (EDND) emphasized the importance of increasing job creation through adding 
value to its current commodities. 73 Since Africa's economies are focused primarily on exporting raw goods, 
Nnadozie emphasized the need for African governments to also focus on developing intra-African trade, which 
remains at 15 percent of all trade, while the majority of Africa's markets are largely dependent on Europe. 74 
Preparations are being made for the 2013 Economic Report on Africa, expected to be released in March, which will 
also reflect the research and more thorough information on shifting focus to developing more value-added 
commodities in Africa. 75 A major challenge that remains to be addressed by youth-employment programs is 
developing an effective evaluation system that highlights the overall impact and results, which makes it difficult to 
monitor and implement changes.76  
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