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November 2006
Dear Delegates,

On behalf of the Directors, Assistant Directors, Senior and Executive Staffs, and the National Collegiate Conference
Association, we would liketo take this time to wel come officially you to the 2007 National Model United Nations
Conference. Our staff has worked most diligently throughout the year to provide you with what we believe are outstanding
preparation materials for your participation in thisyear’s conference. It isour sincere hope that these material s serve you
well in your preparation for March.

We are also very excited about the dual venues of thisyear’'s conference. While the second venue has posed challenges, we
believeit will act asan effective method in greater facilitation of delegation and faculty member needs. The addition of
Deputy Chiefs of Staff for both venues will also allow usto assist further you during the course of the conference. Should
you find that you need assi stance of any type throughout the week of your venue participation, please fed freeto call on
any member of staff, asthey are al trained to be of assistanceto and best facilitate you, our valued participants. Itis
important to remember that, although the conference is divided into two venues, the continuity of the conference remains
intact for the 2007 conference. No one venueis moreimportant than the other and our staff has been trained to ensure this
continuity as well.

This manual has been provided asaresource for your preparation for the 2007 conference. Init you will find answersto
many pressing questions del egates and faculty may have about the conference and del egate preparation. To continue
further the educational aspect of the conference, we are pleased to announce that we have introduced several new
committeesthisyear. Inan attempt to place greater emphasis on the promotion of the preservation of our global
environment, we have introduced the simulation of the International Hydrological Programme and the United Nations
World Tourism Organization, which will focus on environmental issues that take great priority on the United Nations
agenda. In addition, we are smulating the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugodavia, which we believe
will bean extremely interesting simulation for delegates at both venues. We are very excited about these variations, as we
believe that they will provide very interesting and educational experiencesfor their participants.

We are also very excited to not only provide more educational material s regarding the environment this year, but alsoin
taking great stridesto promote its protection during the course of both venues. Our firgt effort to thisend is only to provide
electronic copies of all conference material's, thus greatly reducing the incredible amount of paper the conference uses every
year. The background guides that are sent out each year use an incredible amount of paper that could easily be saved. We
are also committed to using only recycled paper during the course of the conference, as well as recycling the paper that is
used in each committee of both venues. Our conference T-shirtsthis year will use only environmentally friendly inksand a
portion of the proceeds of their sale will go to an environmental charity. Itisthe firm belief of thisyear’s staff that, in order
to promote our sincere goals of further protection of our planet, we must first practice what we preach. We are extremely
proud of all efforts we are taking to preserve our planet in any method we can.

Please note that all position papers must be sent, via electronic mail, to two individual addresses thisyear. One copy of
your papers, asawhole, must be sent to your del egations appropriate venue (either positionpapers.sheraton@nmun.org or
positionpapers.marriott@nmun.org). Thisaddress will serve asa depository for all papers submitted to each venue. We,
the Directors-General, will maintain a database of all submitted papers, which will be crosschecked against the individual
submissions. Theindividual committee papers should be sent to the email addresses included on the front page of your
committee background guides. It isvery important that al directions for emailing these guides, as outlined in both the
background guides and in the Delegate Prep guide, be followed. With the dual venues, we are making every effort possible
to ensure that their proper committee Directorsreceivesall papers. We also recommend that delegations carbon copy
themselves on all electronic submissions to ensure proper tracking of your position papers. Should any delegation require
any assstance in the delivery of their papers, please contact us, as we will be happy to facilitate any problemsthat may
arise in this process.

We sincerely look forward to meeting and working with you at the upcoming conference. We both have worked hard to do
what we can to provide you with the materials you need to have an amazing experience in March. Should you find that you
have any questionsregarding the published materials, parliamentary procedure, del egate preparation, or the rules of the
conference, please do not hesitate to contact us. We are happy to be of assistance in any way that we can. Our primary
goal isto provide you with an outstanding educational experience.

Sincerely yours,

Jacob Schanzenbach
Director-General
Sheraton venue
dirgen@nmun.org

Tracy L. Kingdey
Director-General
Marriott venue
dirgen@nmun.org

The NCCA-NMUN is a Non-Governmental Organization associated with the United Nationsand a’501(c) 3 non-profit organization of the United States.



History of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia (ESCWA)

I ntroduction

The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) was founded in 1973 as Economic Commission
for Western Asia(ECWA).! It isa subsidiary organ of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the United
Nations (UN), and asthe UN’sregional arm in Western Asg, its underlying objective isto further the economic and
social endeavors of the Member States by promoting cooperation among theses States on the one hand, and the UN
aswell as other regional organizations on the other.? Among the five regional commissions, ESCWA has the
smallest budget as well as the smallest number of Member States.?

Thefirst attempts to form an economic commission for Western Asia date back to 1949.% After the Second World
War, the UN General Assembly (GA) aimed to improve the Member States' economies and living standard through
regional economic commissions, which would increase collaboration between the States of the respective region.”
At that time, the Western Asiaregion suffered from isolation, lack of resources and an under-devel oped economy.®
In addition, the region witnessed political ingtability, mainly due to the Isragli-Palestinian conflict.’

Thefirg Israeli-Arab conflict followed the declaration of independence of Isragl on May 14 1948, disregarding the
borders outlined in GA Resolution 181 of November 1947.2 Following the subsequent attacks from Egypt, Irag,
Jordan, Lebanon, and the Syrian Arab Republic, the nascent State of Isradl secured victory and increased its
territory.” The hostilities have continued to date, often latent, sometimes as full-fledged armed conflicts,
complicating issues of regional cooperation and integration. It isalso dueto theinternational and internal conflicts
in theregion, that the draft of the founding resolution for theregiona economic commission for Western Asia
appeared on the ECOSOC’s agenda only in 1972.*°

The ESCWA'’s predecessor is the United Nations Economic and Social Officein Beirut (UNESOB).™ This office
was founded as a provisional measure for the lack of an official Western Asiaregional commission. The
UNESOB'’ s mandate was initially limited to small-scal e activities such as collecting data, and it did not have its own
decision-making body. Irag, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, and the Syrian Arab Republic wereitsmain
beneficiaries In the framework of preparation for the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
1964, the ECOSOC requested the UN Secretary-General in Resolution 955 of July 5, 1963, to strengthen the
competence of a small United Nations officein Beirut.®> On December 11, 1963, GA Resolution 1941endorsed the
ECOSOC resolution, thus giving the UNESOB the effective status of aregional economic commission.**

! United Nations. Economic and Social Council. 55 Session. (1973, August 13). Resol ution 1818: Establishment of an economic
commission for Western Asia. Retrieved July 25, 2006, from http://www.escwa.org.| b/information/library.asp

2 United Nations. (2004). United Nations System Chart. Retrieved July 30, 2006, from http://www.un.org/aboutun/chart.html;
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (n.d.). UNESCWA.... at a glance [Pamphlet]. Beirut: Author.

3 Nédédlec, S., & Destremau, B. (1999). Twenty-five years of serviceto the region’ s devel opment. Beirut: United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Western Africa. Retrieved July 5, 2006, from Official Documents System of the
United Nations, p. 11.

*Ibid., p. 2.

®Ibid., p. 24.

®1bid.

" Ibid., p. 25.

8 United Nations. General Assembly. 2" Session. (1947, November 29). Resolution 181: Future government of Palestine.
Retrieved July 30, 2006, from http://www.un.org/documents/galres/2/ares2.htm

9 Nédélec & Destremau, supra note 3, p. 26.

©1hid., p. 25

M pid., p. 27

2 bid., p. 30.

8 United Nations. Economic and Social Council. 36™ Session. (1963, July 5). Resolution 955: Decentralization of the United
Nations economic and social activities and strengthening of the regional economic commissions. Retrieved August 30,
2006, from United Nations Documents Database.

¥ United Nations. General Assembly. 18" Session. (1963, December 11). Resolution 1941: Decentralization of the Economic
and Social Activities of the United Nations and Strengthening of the Regional Economic Commissions and the United
Nations Officein Beirut. Retrieved July 30, 2006, from
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/RESOLUTION/GEN/NRO0/186/16/IM G/NR018616. pdf 20penElement



Foundation and policy issues

Two major factors played arolein the foundation of the ECWA in 1973. Whilethe League of Arab States, the
Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries, and UNESOB stepped up their activities, international
awareness for the Western Asiaregion’s economic difficulties increased, as the States of the region were playing
and increasingly significant role as major oil exportersand, for that reason, attention for a better integration of the
region in the world economy was growing.”®> At the same time, the GA and ECOSOC experienced significant
changes in number and composition of their Member States. The ECOSOC expanded the number of its membersto
54, accommodating the new redlities of theinternational system.** More and more States from the devel oping world
joined the ECOSOC, therefore influencing the kind of activities ECOSOC was engaged in. Due to these tectonic
shiftsin UN membership, the Western States no longer dominated the GA, and new initiatives surfaced in the
ECOSOC. With respect to the Western Asian region, it can be noted that the new independent States of Oman,
Qatar, Bahrain, and the United Arab Emirates became members of the United Nations. During the 55" Session of
the ECOSOC, Lebanon, which had become a member of ECOSOC in 1971, brought forth a proposal for the regional
economic1 gommission, which, eventually, led to the foundation of ECWA by ECOSOC Resolution 1818 of August
13, 1973.

Before 1985, ECWA focused on technical advancement and the increase in productivity.”® Itsmain goa was to
modernize the industry and its related aress, like transport, energy, and research.”® During the mid-1980s, the
commission shifted its focus to human capital and social development, while concentrating more on regional
cooperation and less on the creation of a common Arab market.”° Three broad focus areas result from these major
shifts. First, alternative energy sources and environmental issues became more relevant for the international
community following the large United Nations summits of Nairobi, Kenyain 1981 and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in
1992, which isreflected in the creation of arelated ESCWA division.?* Theissue of the availability and
management of water gained importance, both from an environmental and - particularly - from a geo-strategic point
of view.? Thisissue has always played amajor rolein the work of the commission.?® Secondly, urban sprawl and
related social problems received |ess attention while others gained significance, including demographic analysis—
the evaluation of populations and migration flows, which always were present in theregion, duetoits political
instability—and the migration due to economic disparity.?* Third, the empowerment of women was and continues
to be of great concern to the commission.?®

The States of the ESCWA-region possess two thirds of the global proven oil reserves: Saudi Arabia done has one
fourth, the United Arab Emirates, Irag, and Kuwait have ten percent each.”® Therefore, their principal economic
activity isthe export of ail, leaving their economies heavily vulnerable to influences on the global level. Therichest
countries of the Western Asian region depend on ail for ninety percent of their revenue and as foreign currency
resource.”’ They also depend on external markets for supplies of goods and services, as well as on foreign labor and
skillsto run their economies®® During the boom in the oil economy, oil-exporting countriesincreased their public
spending, thus triggering genuine economic devel opment effort in the branches producing by-products of oil and

iz Nédélec & Destremau, supra note 3, p. 31.
Ihid.
7 United Nations. Economic and Social Council. 55™ Session. (1973, August 13). Resol ution 1818: Establishment of an
economic commission for Western Asia. Retrieved July 25, 2006, from:
http://www.escwa.org.| b/information/library.asp
E Nédélec & Destremau, supra note 3, p. 105
Ihid.
2 hid., p. 41, 105,
2 1bid., p. 106
Zbid., p. 108
% | bid.
*1hid., p. 107-108
% |bid., p. 107; United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (n.d.). The twenty-fourth session of the
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia [Pamphlet]. Beirut: Author...
% Nédélec & Destremau, supra note 3, p. 19; Oil. (n.d.). The Saudi Arabia information resource. Retrieved July 14, 2006, from
http://www.saudinf.com/main/d11.htm
%" Nédélec & Destremau, supra note 3, p. 19.
% | bid.



natural gas.?® Big foreign companies were usually behind these developments.*® The non oil-exporting countries of
Western Asia depend on the flow of revenues from the oil-exporting States.® This flow occurs principally in two
ways:. either through direct assistance or through the massive movements of migrant labor to the work sites of the
Arabian Peninsula® Consequently, any economical crisis caused by the oil-market also affects these States. In the
1980s, the repercussions of the collapse of the oil market were felt in the economies and the households of the entire
region, and the Organization of Petrol exporting Countries (OPEC) was in no position to control the oil prices.®
Public investment suffered the biggest cuts and the countries public deficits grew dramatically.* Subsequently, the
international financial ingtitutions pushed them to promote privatization and start economic reforms.®

Structural reform

In the 1990s, in a context of these national reformsin the ESCWA region, and reforms of the UN System itsdlf,
which were focused on better accommodating the economic and social needs of the Member States, ESCWA aso
went through amajor restructuring. In 1993, the Office of Inspections and Investigations (now the Office of Internal
Oversight Services) inspected ESCWA and criticized notably the lack of a comprehensive strategy permesting the
work program, the spreading of the resources over too many divisions*® Following its recommendations, the
commission formulated a more coherent strategy, identifying fundamental priorities, and devised anew approach to
implementing this strategy by streamlining itsfifteen divisionsinto thematic subprograms.® Today, these
subprograms comprise; integrated policies for the management of regiona resources for sustainable development,
focusing on water and energy management, the environment, and agriculture and industry; integrates social policies,
promoting comprehensive social policies that are “region-specific, culturally sensitive, and have a practical
orientation” while improving the qudity of life of the populations of the region; economic analyses and projections
of regional development; regional economic integration and regiona response to globalization; Information and
Communications Technology (ICT), asthe most effective toal to increase economic growth and development in the
ESCWA region; comparable statistics for the improvement of planning and decision-making; and women
advancement and empowerment, and strengthening women'’ srole in the economic and social development in the
ESCWA region.®

| bid.

% bid.

% | bid.

% hid., p. 20.

#bid.

*bid., p. 21.

*bid.

% |bid., p. 38-39.

3 |bid., p. 41; Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (n.d.). UNESCWA... at a glance, supra note 2.

38 United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (n.d.). UNESCWA... at a glance, supra note 2; United
Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (Ed.). (2002, March 5). Revised medium-term plan for the
period 2002-2005. Beirut. Retrieved July 4, 2006, from United Nations Documents database (E/ESCWA/S-
4/L.3/Rev.1), p. 5; United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2003, March 28). Report of
the executive secretary on the activities of the commission. Beirut. Retrieved July 5, 2006, from United Nations
Documents database (E/ESCWA/22/4(Part 11)), p. 3; United Nations. Economic and Social Council for Western Asia.
(n.d.). Sustainable Devel opment and Productivity Division. In United Nations Economic and Social Council for
Western Asa. Retrieved August 29, 2006, from http://www.escwa.org.|b/divisions/main.aspdivis on=sdpd; United
Nations. Economic and Social Council for Western Asia. (n.d.). Socia Development Division. In United Nations
Economic and Social Council for Western Asia. Retrieved August 29, 2006, from
http://www.escwa.org.| b/divis ons/main.asp?divisi on=sdd; United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia. (2004, February 5). Central issuesrelated to social policies: Comparative study and guidelines for the
formulation of social policiesin the ESCWA region. Retrieved July 4, 2006, from United Nations Documents database
(E/ESCWA/SDD/2004/2)., p. 25 United Nations. (2004). Towardsintegrated social development policies. A
conceptual analysis. Retrieved July 5, 2006, from United Nations Documents database, p. 73; United Nations.
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2003, October 27). Workshop on Iraq and theregion after the
war. New York: United Nations. Retrieved July 6, 2006, from http://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/I03/007/74/img/10300774.pdf ?OpenEl ement, p. 14; United Nations. Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia. (2005). Annotated Agenda. 23rd ministerial session of ESCWA. Retrieved July 10,
2006, from http://www.escwa.org.| b/about/gov/sessi on/mai ne.asp?menul D=4& topi c=Annotated%20Agenda& | ang=e;
United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2003, November 3). Tentative plan of action for
Western Asia: Building the regional information society. New Y ork: United Nations. Retrieved July 4, 2006, from



Beside these subprograms, ESCWA focuses not only on studies to find measures for the improvement of theliving
standardsin Palestine, but also on implementing these measures® It isimportant to notice that the Member States
have divergent opinions about the issue of Palestine, but all recognizeits crucial importance for the whole region.*°

Per spective and Membership

Sinceits creation, ESCWA'’swork has been hampered by the region’ sinstability. The creation of the commission
was initially delayed due to alack of will for cooperation among the potential Member States, and dueto the
particular problems the creation of Israel and the involvement of the major powers of the time entailed. Later, the
commission was affected by all major crisesin theregion, as the internal unrest in Lebanon in the 1970s and 1980s
or the Gulf War of 1990/91. Today, itswork is suffering from the recent unrest in its host country Lebanon. Asto
the focus of its work, the main goal to foment economic and social cooperation among the Member States has
prevailed, but we have seen a dight shift in the measuresit has taken to achieveit. Now that the unrestin Iraq
continues, and that Lebanon faces grave instability, it isimportant to ask how these realities would affect the work
of the commission and how its achievements could be conserved. Moreover, a central question and challenge is
what the commission itself can do to prevent and alleviate thisregiona instability.

Thetwdveinitial Member States were Bahrain, Irag, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrian
Arab Republic, the United Arab Emirates, the People' s Demaocratic Republic of Yemen, and the Yemen Arab
Republic. Egypt and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) joined the commission in 1977.** In 1985,
ECWA changed its name to ESCWA to reflect better the commission’s endeavorsin the social field. Since the
unification of Yemen, ESCWA now has 13 Member States. The ministerial sessions of ESCWA are the governing
instrument of the commission, which elaboratesits policies and its generd directives and pronounces them through
resolutions. The 24™ ministerial session granted observer status to Japan, Germany, South Korea and Morocco, the
last of which was granted permanent observer status at all ESCWA sessions.*? These States are not afforded
substantive voting rights.

I. Formulating a Regional Response to Globalization: Creating Economic Opportunities
and Addressing the Social Consequences

Confronted by a global assault, our people, instead of uniting against a common danger, instead
of cooperating to solve their problems and devel oping solidarity in their struggles, tend to build
up destructive barriers and fortifications against one another. Rather than being open to
difference, they close up like oysters, become divided, [and] fight tooth and nail on issuesthat are
not the most important to their lives.*

Due to alarge number of rapidly occurring technological advances over the last decade, the world today is more
connected than ever.** Firmsin India, China, the United States, and elsewhere can conduct business together as
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though they were dealing with local companies.”® With the aid of the Internet and other communi cations advances,
businesses can now operate across amost all conceivable boundaries at a previously unimaginable capacity.*® These
same technol ogical advances also allow for the development of interpersonal relationships between individuals from
around the globe. While providing great opportunities for the progression of businesses, it aso allows for
unprecedented social and cultural evolution. Thus, globalization, asthis process of increasing global economic and
social interdependence is known, retains many positive aspects, but it also retains several negative characteristics.

In some societies, globalization is blamed for a sterilization of culture, asit tendsto favor large, multinational
corporations over smaller local firms.*” Moreover, as global forces begin to play amajor role at the local, national,
and regional levels, the affected societies have little recourse in dealing with the effects, such as unemployment and
inflation. Therefore, while globalization can potentially provide unprecedented opportunities for economic growth
at all levels of society, it Smultaneously has created new social problems. Critics of globalization most frequently
blame this interdependence for increasing levels of domestic political, social, and economic instability.”® In West
Asia, aregion of great ethnic, political, and socioeconomic diversity, globalization hasled to many complex
economic and social problems, but it smultaneoudly holds great potential should the West Asian States harnessits
power for their economic and social benefit.

A Brief Higtory of Globalization

While globalization, in its current form, isarelatively recent course of international affairs, the concept behind it has
long been in existence. Asone economic historian notes, “internationalized economies with widespread interstate
activities have existed for centuries.”*® Moreover, some note that globalization and its characteristic economic
interactions have cycled somewhat regularly over thelast century.®® These writers assert that the last century saw
therise and fall of three digtinct “waves’ of economic integration and cooperation. The first wave lasted from 1870
until 1914.>* During this period, global trade equaled 8% of the total world income, essentially doubling in value
from the decades prior and creating great wealth, although mostly within theindustrialized societies.®® The second
wave, which affected mainly the industrialized and wealthy societies, lasted from 1945 to 1980.> Currently, the
third wave significantly influences international economic and social relations and is characterized by the expansion
of international technological and communication abilities that greatly assist international trade.

Technology accounts for the rapid spread of globalization throughout the world, with specific innovations and
inventions such asthe Internet and affordable persona computers accounting for magjor developments. These
developments facilitated commercia growth by enabling supply chains to include firms from around the world and
ultimately provide consumers goods for the lowest possible price.® Unfortunately, while some people, mainly
consumersin the developed countries, benefit from the increased competition by receiving less expens ve goods of
higher quality, many Less Developed Countries (LDCs) currently lack the economic infrastructure to meet the
market’ s changing demands and thus fail to profit from increased foreign business.®™ Furthermore, it must be noted
that technological advances facilitate the international business of MNCs so that companies can open or move plants
and factories to areas where the costs to the company will be the lowest. Therefore, even if a sovereign Member
State had the infrastructure to ingitute heavier taxes on the MNCs they, might refrain from doing so asthey must
compete with other LDCs willing to provide the services at alower cost to the company. Thus, globalization and
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the related technological advances, while generally successful at promoting international business, present major
chalenges to the governments of the poorer West Asian Member States |ess able to compete in the broader world
market.

Globalization in Western Asia

In many ways, the current West Asian Member States have great experience with globalization. For centuries, the
Arab and then the Turkish empires dominated alarge part of the world, including thisregion. Trade occurred,
relatively unimpeded, under therule of these empires, and many different peoples interacted in the busy market
streets of Damascus, Cairo, and Mecca. Theimperiaism of the British in the 19" and 20" centuries aso represented
a sort of globalization in which trade could be conducted and technol ogy was used to bring people together,
although a a great disadvantage to the indigenous peoples. In fact, Arab intellectuas, writers, and activistsregard
the imperial experience as the cause of great societal troubles within and between local populations. Libyan Head of
State Muammar Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi noted, “Any personal action on our part springing from our personality or
from our valuesis cast into doubt, and we ourselves have begun to doubt. That precisaly ishow colonialism has
affected us.” This sentiment is shared by many throughout Western Asiaand provides one cause for the tensions
between these peoples and the Western powers.®

Over the last several decades, the Arab Member States attempted to ingtitute programmes that would enhance
economic cooperation between the Arab States.®” Tothisend, in 1998, 14 signatory countries launched the Pan-
Arab Free Trade Area (PAFTA), also called the Greater Arab Free Trade Area®® Today, this agreement includes 17
Arab League Members; in addition, Algeriais completing the formal procedures to become the 18" Member State™
This agreement guides efforts to dismantle tariffs for agricultural and industrial goods between the Member States,
thus removing barriersto trade. The dismantling of such barriersremains one of the key aspects of globalization in
this region and throughout the world. However, whilethe PAFTA has created atrading block consisting of 320
million people, it hasnot been wholly effective at alleviating poverty and faces significant boundaries because of a
“lack of transport infrastructure (some major investments will be needed in the region to improve road transport,
maritime '%romsport and air freight), customs procedures and the lack of diversification of production by the
industry.”

Most recently, Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, and Tunisiasigned the Agadir Agreement with the European Union (EU) in
order to promote free trade between the four Arab countries®™ Unlike the PAFTA agreement, this Agadir
Agreement also extends Association agreements from the EU to the signatories and results from the EU’ s efforts to
create a Euro-Mediterranean regional free trade area by 2010.2  According to Gamal Bayoumi, Secretary-General
of the Arab Investors Union, "Arabs were more serious in their negotiations with the EU than they were with each
other." Bayoumi, who headed the Egyptian del egation to the negotiations, noted that this resulted because "all
signatory countries have a base to build on, namely their agreement with the EU and all the accompanying
conditionality." He went on to note that, unlike the PAFTA, the Agadir agreements have a strict “ anti-dumping and
anti-subsidy mechanism.” Bayoumi does not see any conflict between the Agadir agreements and the PAFTA,;
rather, he believes that the Agadir agreements will support and strengthen the PAFTA as more Member States
become signatories.®® The early success of the Agadir agreements provides a solid example of international

% Wetherby, Joseph N., Randal L. Cruikshanks, Emmit B. Evans, Jr., Reginald Gooden, Earl D. Huff, Richard Kranzdorf, and
Dianne Long. (2000). The Other World: Issues and Politics of the Devel oping World. New Y ork: Addison Wes ey
Longman, Inc.

% Wahish, N. (2006, July). Hold your breath: The Agadir Agreement may Finally Mean Serious Arab Economic Cooperation.

w Al-Ahram Weekly Online. Retrieved August 20, 2006, from http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2004/680/ecl.htm

Ibid.

% European Commission. Delegation of the European Commission in Egypt. (May 2006.) The Pan-Arab Free Trade Area.
Regional Integration Arrangements. Retrieved August 20, 2006, from
http://64.233.161.104/search?g=cache:kW20f_7d4M oJ:www.eu-del egation.org.eg/en/EU-

Egypt_Trade issues'Docs/Regional %2520Integration%2520Arrangements?.doct+pan+arab+freettrade+area& hi=en& g
I=us& ct=clnk& cd=7& client=firefox-a

| bid.

&1 Wahish, supra note 57.

% | bid.

% | bid.



cooperation that enables Member Statesto deal with the economic reglities of globalization, most specifically the
need for regional cooperation to address tradeissues. However, thus far the Agadir agreements have only affected a
few of the more socially liberal Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) Member Sates. Itis
unlikely that the more conservative ESCWA Member States will be able or willing to join.

Even as some West Asian societies, such asthe United Arab Emirates (UAE), benefited financially from
globalization, internal critics note that some states and populations were excluded from these benefits.®* Western
critics of the underdevel opment of this region, while acknowledging that each economy has its own experiences, cite
seven common causes of underdevel opment of the economies. According to the International Monetary Fund, “one
may attribute the region's weak economic performance to the following possible reasons, most or al of which are
interrelated and characterize each country to varying degrees. high population growth and low productivity; lagging
palitical and institutional reforms; large and costly public sectors; inefficient and inequitable educationa system;
underdevel oped financial markets; high trade restrictiveness; and inappropriate exchange rate policies.”®®

Economic, Social and Political Aspects of Globalization in West Asia

Because globalization can have such potentially “serious implications for... indigenous political systems, societies,
and cultures,” each West Asian Member State has faced globalization in adifferent way.® At first, many States
resisted the rushing economic forces of globalization by isolating themsel ves economically, and consequently
receive great criticism for their “inappropriate exchange rate policies.”® However, when the overwhelming market
forces began to affect these states anyway, the palitical and economic infragtructures of several States could not
keep up, and, as aresult, the economies of many of these States are in shambles, a fact hidden by the oil wealth of
several West Asian Member States®®

The current period of globalization has changed the face of domestic and international economics. Economic forces,
such asinflation, which used to be considered as almost completely reliant on domestic factors, now, vary greatly
due to global forces, including the increase of foreign resource or production costs.®® Globalization has also raised
the level of international competition.”® Accordingly, domestic firms cannot easily pass on their increased costs to
consumers.” Whilethe increasein competition has, for the most part, kept inflation levels down thus far, it has aso
taken much power away from the consumer and even the governments of many devel oping countries.”

Globalization, in conjunction with high population growth and low productivity in the West Asian region, hasled to
severe socia problems, including unemployment and social unrest that further divide thisregion.” According to
intellectuals such as Sherif Hetata (quoted above), globalization in West Asia, aregion fractured by divisions, has
pitted people against each other by worsening already poor situations. Furthermore, the benefits of globalization
and devel opment are poorly distributed within populations of the West Asian region; refugees and the lower classes,
the poorest groups, rarely benefit from the economic advantages of globalization.”

Palitically, globalization also causes many problems largely due to the aforementioned economic and social
problems. Moreover, conservative governmental infrastructures were unprepared for the digital age and policies
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rarely changed quickly enough to keep up with the business developments.” In many cases, this led to aweakening
of many regional economies.”

Current Efforts

Many United Nations (UN) bodies are debating the progress of globalization. The ESCWA’s Globalization and
Regiona Integration Division has addressed the problem in various manners, such as publishing reports that detail
the progress and problems of integration,”” providing workshops and training programs for government workers
throughout the West Asian region to assist the governmentsin dealing with globalization,”® and working with other
organizations, including the UN Conference on Trade and Development, the UN Devel opment Programme, the
League of Arab States (and its subsidiary bodies), and other relevant groups. Whileall of these programs address
different aspects of globalization, thereislittle successin addressing this problem comprehensively at aregional
level.

Some Member States, including most notably the UAE and other Gulf States such as Kuwait, have already used
globalization and the technological advancesto their advantage. These Member States harnessed the mobility and
business potentid of globalization and combined it with the oil wealth to reach high levels of devel opment by
investing in the development of businesses and schools. Abu Dhabi, a small, unobtrusive emirate, controls 10% of
theworld's ail reserve and also has weathered political fallout by not engaging in abroad religious or political
debate regarding their development.” Thekey to the success of Abu Dhabi’ s economy seems to be its willingness
to reform its economic and social infrastructuresto allow for extensive economic investment and the devel opment of
different industries including communi cations and tourism that the more traditional societieswill not alow for
cultura orsgeligious reason. Furthermore, Abu Dhabi simultaneoudy empowers its young population through
education.

In the UAE, the need for skilled workers has empowered women to enter the workforce in new capacities,
specifically in themedia® Mediaoutlets, such asthe television station al Jazeera, have experienced a surging
demand for intelligent analysts and crestive, skilled workers. Freguently, women, who in the UAE have a higher
literacy rate than men (81% to 76%),%? are filling these roles and now work in every aspect of production, from
editing to serving as anchors on the most popular news programs.®* To the conservative imams throughout the
region, however, these changes signal athreatening change in culture. They note the “breakdown of the hadud” or
the vell of privacy that protects women and children from the corruption of the world. Conservative critics see the
enhanced role of women in the private sector and the increased ability of individualsto publish private thoughts and
fedings on Internet blogs and in chat rooms as signs of the deterioration of traditional religious values. The debate
between the conservative members of UAE society and the liberal s attempting to modernize the economic
infragtructure remains, however, since the entire society benefits from a stable, strong economy, which some have
compared to the strongest of Western European economies, the chances of thisintrasocietal debate becoming violent
asit has elsewhere remains wesk.
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Civil society and non-governmenta organizations have also begun to work together to dea with therealities of
globalization.®* For example, the Fares Ingtitute of Lebanon has been working with the ESCWA since 2002 in order
to strengthen “regional, subregional, and national cooperation and the formulation and implementation of
development projects.”® However, civil society within the West Asian region faces many challengesin
implementing changes as the governments, most of which are not democratically el ected but based on monarchical
or theocratic tradition and are largdy distrustful of civil society. Some governments, while facing criticism of the
manner in which they deal with the economic and social effects of globalization, sometimes respond by further
regulating civil society' s access to the technologies of globalization. Many West Asian governments, including
Saudi Arabia, regulate and censor access to the Internet.2® However, other Member States, such as Egypt and
Jordan, allow greater freedom of speech viatheinternet than in print.¥” Civil society, therefore, has found anew
medium for communicating their opinions on government reform. The effects of the enhanced technol ogy,
however, have yet to reach the majority of the populations due to limited access to the Internet by the poor and
middle class members of society.

The Effects of Globalization on the Situation in Lebanon

The positive effects of globalization, specifically the empowerment of civil society and the private sector dueto
rapidly occurring technol ogical advances, have simultaneously empowered many violent and mal evolent non-State
actors, including Hezbollah, Al Qaeda, and Hamas. These groups use the same technol ogies avail able to civil
society and governmentsto play increasingly influential roles. For example, Al-Qaeda, an internationally
recognized terrorist organization, operates around the world in a manner similar to international businesses. It
coordinates the covert operations of its independent cells viathe Internet and cell phones.

The July 2006 conflict between Lebanon and |sragl provide a case study on the manner in which globalization
complicates theregional and international politicstoday. Relations between Israel and Lebanon were tense since the
war in 1978 largdly due to Isradl’ s occupation of territories in the south of Lebanon. However, since |sradl withdrew
to its established borders pursuant UN Security Council Resolution 425 in 2000, relations have generally improved.
They quickly deteriorated, however, in the summer of 2006, when Hezbollah, a domestic political party with a
violent military wing, launched missile attacks on |srael.® Hezhollah, like Hamasin Palestine and Al-Qaeda, used
new communication options to procure arms from various foreign sources and launch this attack on a neighboring
country. Interestingly, civil society in both Lebanon and Isragl used these same tool s to coordinate evacuation plans
from within the conflict zones and also to show the world, via camera phones and the Internet, every aspect of the
conflict.® The uncensored images and testimonies were published on the Internet and on many of the Arab news
stations, including Al Jazeera and Al Arabiya, and incensed public opinion throughout the world. This dynamic
fundamentally altersthe abilities of governments to conduct necessary yet unpopular bilateral or multilateral
negotiations due to overwhelming public knowledge and activism. This situation demonstrates the fact that
globalization retains tremendous power to promote transparency within government; however, it aso shows that
thus far the governments lack the capacity to deal effectively with its economic and social effects.

Conclusion
Due to its economic, political, and social complexities, globalization presents adigtinct and difficult challenge to the
governments and peoples of Western Asia. ESCWA Member States attempt to harness globalization’s economic

potential but often face palitical and social fallout because of their choices.

The West Asianregion isa diverse areathat currently faces many interna struggles. The different ethnic groups
and Member States face severe internal problemsincluding sectarianism, fundamentalism, and ethnic tensions, often
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worsened by foreign involvement and the forces of globalization.™® With that in mind, students should consider as
specifically and concisely as possible how globalization affected the public and the private sectors of your country in
economic terms. Which economic aspects of globalization have most thoroughly affected your Member State and
what policy changes were made by your government to address them? Has your State experienced any political or
social fallout due to globalization? How have the governments responded to political pressures caused by
globalization? What measures, if any, has your Member State taken to address the economic and social changes
brought about by globalization domestically? Has your State made any efforts to work with other countriesin this
region to address the social and cultural tensions caused by globalization? To research this question, please consider
both projects within the ESCWA and elsewhere (for example please review the work of the League of Arab States,
the Inter Iamic Conference, UNCTAD, etc.) in order to find examples of effective programs that had positive
benefits on this situation within your State.

Il. Reconstruction in Irag: Direct Assistance, Monitoring, and Coordination
with Other Agencies

The reconstruction of Iraq is perhaps a wrong perspective and even a misplaced strategy. The
issues are far more complex than smply organizing and financing a massive construction
program and engaging a mammoth international construction corporation. Thereal issues are
rather about rebuilding a devastated econonmy, society and polity simultaneoudly, cumulatively
and without delay. In a nutshdl, theissuesare thg)lse of choosing a devel opment strategy under

crisis.

After three armed conflicts during the last 25 years and over a decade of international sanctions, the ingtitutional,
economic, and social life of Iragisin adire dtuation. In 1990, two years after the end of an economically
exhausting conflict between Iran and Irag, Iraq invaded Kuwait following arguments over Kuwaiti petrol
extraction.”? The international community responded to this aggression with military countermeasures, authorized
by United Nations (UN) Security Council (SC) Resolution 678 (1990), and with the establishment of economic
sanctions to bring Irag into compliance with the SC's provisions on disarmament.”® Therefore, the Iragi economy
and infrastructure deteriorated significantly together with the provision of basic services for alarge part of the
population, particularly in the domains of health care and nutrition.** At the same time, decades of a totaitarian
regime had centralized the economic and financial system, led to political and social exclusion of large parts of the
society and all but eliminated civil society, thus making the population all the more vulnerable and leading to
significant poverty.” The“ail for food” program, established with SC Resolution 986 (1995), was designed to
improve the basic provisions for the papulation without |oosening the economic sanctions.® Despiteits

shortcong17i ngs, it made a positive difference in the life of ordinary Iragis, whereas the political problems continued to
simmer.
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The situation worsened again in 2002, when Irag was suspected of not complying fully with its disarmament
obligations. SC Resolution 1441 (2002), called upon Iraq to lay open its programs concerning the procurement of
weapons of mass destruction, and Iraq’ s reaction was considered insufficient both by Great Britain and the U.S. as
well as by the weaponsinspectors.® The subsequent U.S.-led military intervention starting in March 2003 was
declared illegal by the United Nations Secretary-Genera .*® These military operations and the ensuing occupation of
Iraq engendered new difficulties of social and economic nature for the Iragi people, which the era of Saddam
Hussein had left traumatized and divided.'®

Theresulting breakdown of the aready fragile palitical and economic system led to considerable additional hardship
for the population as well asto political instability.’® Even after the official end of the occupation on June 28, 2004,
when power was handed over to the Iragi Interim Government, the multinational force had to stay in Iraq to support
the Iragi security forces whose capacities are until today insufficient to address a highly precarious security
situation.’® Theinsurgency against the multinational force plays an important role in the destabilization of the
political, economic, and social system and has reached new levels of violence in 2006.2® It hasits basismainly in
the “Sunni triangle” around Baghdad and is supported by ex-Saddam militiamen as well asforeign Idamic
extremists.'® The multinational force in cooperation with the newly trained Iragj security forces has conducted
several military operationsto crack down on insurgents and restore law and order aswell asthe monopoly of the use
of force, which is the foundation of a functioning State.'®

Iraq after theinvasion: assessment of the post-conflict situation

The near compl ete breakdown of law and order in Iraq has made it difficult to administer effectively the State. At
the sametime, it eroded the foundation of the population’s subsistence. The restoration of order depends on anew
social contract, which needs to be “based on iron-clad guarantees for al of human security, human rights and gender
equality,” since the impoverishment and the marginalization of certain parts of society only add to the instability.'*®
On the economic level, the forced transition of a centrally controlled economy, based for along time on the “oil for
food” program, into a market economy, creates substantial difficulties for a population lacking for the most part the
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conditions for a successful participation in economic competition.*”” Economy and security areinterdependent: The
dilemmais that economic growth would drain the insurgency of its recruits, while it seemsimpossible to ensure
economic growth without first slemming the insurgency and creating a minimum level of security.'®

The struggle of the Iragi government for domestic and internationd legitimacy and authority further complicates the
effortsfor recovery: The provisional administration created by the U.S. initialy lacked the consent of theruled, but
the legitimacy of the Iragi government has been improved by the eections organized and conducted with the support
of the UN.'® Itstask is particularly difficult due to the need to reconstruct the administration from the very scratch,
without the expertise of most of the well-quaified experts and officials, who are often excluded from government
employment due to their membership in the Ba' ath party during the reign of Saddam Hussein.*® The primary tasks
for the administration of Iraq are the following: to restore basic services to cities and towns™*; to control the flow
and export of oil to finance the reconstruction of the State — since oil will be amajor building block for any new
Iragi regime, asit was amajor building block for the regime of Saddam Hussein'%; and to harmonize the various
political, religious, and ethnic factionsin order to create a stable government enjoying popular support.™
Eventually, these issues again are linked to a much-needed improvement of the security situation.***

Other relevant issues that need to be tackled by the new government include the educational system and
environmental issues™ In thefield of education, gender discrimination is widespread and should be given new
consideration.™® In addition, the current security situation often poses obstacles to the access to regular scholastic
programs.™"’ Toimprove thelevel of education, security issues, therefore, have to be addressed aswell asthe
employment stability of teachersimproved, many of whom are arbitrarily dismissed as “Ba athist.”**® Concerning
environmental issues, water has been at the heart of many problems. Government control of water sources and
distribution hasin the past been instrumentalized for political ends™® The long-term effects of the military
operations of 2003 on the ecology of Iraq are till hard to identify.®® However, “[a]sis the case in many war-torn
countries, recovering from the environmental toll of war will be a profoundly difficult endeavor.”*** The experience
with the war in Kuwait in 1990-1991 and its effects, together with the damage already observed in Iraq today, draw
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arather glum picture of the probable damage done. Thereare various direct effects of the military operations. The
breaking up of thethin brittle desert surface by heavy military machinery uncovered sand that may gradualy form
moving sand dunes, which could persist for hundreds of years.®* Leaking oil wells pollute the ground water, and
burning oil wells, factories, and vehicles create smoke containing highly toxic mercury, sulfur, dioxins, and
furans.®® Moreover, destroyed sewage treatment plants as well as depleted uranium from U.S. armaments
contribute to the deterioration of the environment, environmental health, and clean water access.™®* According to
The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the mortality rate for children under agefiveistwo and ahalf times
its 1989 leve; even though the cause-effect relationship is difficult to precisaly establish, thisis particularly
disturbing since more than 4 per cent of the Iragi population are under age 14."% In addition to the direct damage,
indirect environmental damage hasto be taken into account, as the part of the population that is displaced by the
fighting inevitably settles in already stressed and fragile environments?® Because of the vulnerability of the whole
region’s ecosystem, impacts on the environment in one State are of concern for the entire region.'?’

Rebuilding Irag: A tremendoustask for the international community

The enormous task for Irag, the multinational force, the region, aswell as theinternational community, therefore,
consists in adurable reconstruction of the different spheres of Iragi social, economic and political life, aswell asthe
provision of general security, thus combining immediate relief with long-term development strategies.®® This
approach isin harmony with the Secretary-Generals emphasizing the interdependence of security, devel opment, and
human rights as the three foundations of international cooperation.**

The experts of the US State Department were regarded as too soft for the task of rebuilding Irag; therefore, the
strategy of the multinational force isimplemented through military command under the control of the Ministry of
Defense™ Sinceit isin the military’sinterest to justify the earlier military strategy of occupation, this often leads
to adisregard of the actual systemic and individual needs of the State and population.*®* Consequently, it isleft to
the international community to tackle these problems with a long-term perspective.*® The UN asserted itsrole with
SC Resol ution 1483 (2003), pertaining to the post-conflict order in Irag.*** Thisresolution terminates all economic
sanctions, excluding the weapons embargo. The resolution recognizes the occupying powers de facto while
reminding them of their obligations under international law of armed conflict. It stresses several timesthe right of
the Iragi people to determine their own political future and control their own natural resources. In May 2003,
following SC Resolution 1483, the Secretary General appointed the then UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
(UNHCR), the Brazilian Sergio Vieirade Méllo, Specia Representativein Irag. When he was killed aong with 21
other victims of a bomb blast at the UN mission in Baghdad in August 2003, the UN scaled down their personnel
and operationsin Irag, reducing its direct engagement mainly to the activities of the new Special Representative, the
Algerian Lakhdar Brahimi. However, the issue of the reconstruction in Iraq remains a priority item on the agenda of
the UN, particularly for the SC.***
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In many ways, the UN plays an important role in the reconstruction and nation building in Irag, which exceedsiits
direct involvement in operationsin Irag. It has proven to be the crucial ingance needed to grant the necessary
legitimacy to the provisional arrangements in the post-conflict situation. Thisis particularly true for the Interim
Governing Council, which assumed the administrative responsibility in the aftermath of the invasion, before the
people had a chance to express their will by casting a vote.* Brahimi stressed the importance for the U.S. to hand
over the complete power and contral to the Interim Government.**® The SC recognized the Iragi Interim
Government in Resolution 1546 (2003) and established, for the following 12 months, the UN Assistance Mission for
Irag (UNAMI).™®" SC Resolution 1546 (2003) endorses the UN’ s involvement in preparations of electionsto a
national assembly and local governments, and affirmsthat such dections should be held no later than January 2005.
These e ections were held on January 30, 2005, as well as e ectionsin May 2005 to the Iraq Transitional
Government, and, in December 2005, to the permanent government for the term 2006 to 2010.%%

The current stuation in Iraq has regiona implications not only in the field of palitics, but also in the field of
economy, dueto the close link to theregiona economy through trade, resources, investment and the mobility of
labor.®*® Therefore, the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), asthe
regional arm of the UN in Western Asia, play an important role in therebuilding of Iraq.**° Regional organizations,
like the European Union (EU), the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the African Union (AU), the
Mercado Comun del Sur (MERCOSUR) and others like ESCWA, have proved to be avital part of the multilateral
system, and “regional cooperation and economic integration continue to be an essential strategy for addressing the
repercussions of the conflicts and political volatility that plague theregion,” asthe UN Secretary-General
reiterates. ™ Consequently, “ESCWA aspiresto provide a solid platform to implement regional schemes to mitigate
conflicts and support peace by addressing pressing issues’ in the region.*** To achieve long-term sustainable
development in avolatile and rapidly changing environment afflicted with continuous instability and conflict,
ESCWA needs to determine the root causes of conflict and instability.**® It is therefore working to improve the
prediction and prevention of potential crises, aswell asto alleviate the repercussions of conflict and politica turmoil
and to determine how social-economic devel opment can contribute towards mitigating or preventing conflict.™**

Besides the objective of “facilitating economic and social cooperation among the countries of the region to achieve
regional integration,” the other part of ESCWA'’s twofold mandate is to “familiarize the outside world with the
conditions and needs of the countriesin theregion.” **> To these ends and concerning the reconstruction in Irag,
ESCWA cooperates with other UN agencies like United Nations Online Network for Public Administration and
Finance (UN-PAN), the United Nations Devel opment Program (UNDP), and the UNDP Program on Governance in
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the Arab Region (POGAR) and the Special Representative of the Secretary General .1 Some of these agencies
contribute val uable expertise and experience in post-conflict reconstruction, while ESCWA can useitsin-house
expertisein social and economic development in Iraq and the region, to get involved in the implementation of
development projects in Iraq as part of its work to serve and contribute to Irag’ s recongtruction.**” Other important
regional and international partners of ESCWA include the League of Arab States, the Arab Fund for Economic and
Social Devel opment, the World Bank and the Gulf Cooperation Council.** In Irag, ESCWA is concentrating its
assi stance on some specific areas. One of the prioritiesisaprogram for capacity building and networking and the
adoption of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) usein remoterural areas™*® Another is capacity
building to improve the quality of governance in public and civic institutions with regard to public administration,
rule of law, economic decision-making, and policy formulation.™® Examples of activities along these linesinclude
training workshops and programs for senior Iragi public servants and the Smart Community project.***

Moving forward: A futurefor Iraq

In aworkshop in July 2003, ESCWA discussed the reconstruction of Irag, and by issuing recommendations based on
the conclusions of thisworkshop, ESCWA also outlined its own framework of action.’>* The outcome document
stresses the need for cooperation between the occupying powers and the international community. It equally
emphasizes the need for gtrict political independence of the international organizations operating in Irag: It reiterates
that the neutrality of the UN and its agencies isimportant to enhance the legitimacy of its operations.*

Since 2003, ESCWA has been active in Iraqg through an ad-hoc task force established within the commission.™
Since the capacity of outsidersto develop the skills and expertise necessary to reconstruct a decapitated Stateis
limited, the Iraq Task Force (ITF) was set up in order to engage in forming project ideas and processing them with
the view of obtaining necessary funds and resources for their implementation.™ Its activities are at present focused
on three main operational fields: ectronic networks for exchange of information and academic networking; training
programs, particularly in administration; and technology to fight poverty through so-called “Smart Communities.”**°
Other recommendations of the seminal workshop pertain to the domains of macro finances, education, and the
judicial system.™’

In January 2006, ESCWA established the Unit for Emerging and Conflict Related Issues (ECRI) “in order to
consolidate the efforts of the task forces [on conflictsin the region], and to devel ap further the activities of the
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Commission”.*® In accordance with these objectives, the new unit is aimed to act as a catalyst for the incorporation
of “soci o-economic devel opment needs of conflict-stricken countriesinto the work of substantive divisions within
ESCWA” in order to enhances ESCWA's capacities to formulate and implement related policies and programs.**®
The head of the Unit, Mr. Antoine Mansour, recently participated in meetings on the International Reconstruction
Fund Facility for Iraq (IRFFI), as well as on theroles and needs of Iragi civil society institutionsin rebuilding Irag.
At the same time, he isfostering relations with international and Iragi civil organizationsto facilitate potential
collaboration in the reconstruction of Irag.*®

Ministerial sessions of ESCWA took place in spring 2003, 2005 and 2006, respectively.®" The UN Secretary-
General callsthe minigterial sessions of ESCWA an “important mechanism for formulating and solidifying regional
cooperation.”*® Indeed, during these — usually biannual — conferences, the policies of ESCWA, and its general
directives are elaborated and expressed in the resolutionsissued by the session. The 23rd ministerial conferencein
2005 issued aresolution on peace and security and their impact on economic and social devel opment in the ESCWA
region.®®* Following up on the UN Millennium Declaration, the 23™ session also issued the Damascus Declaration
on therealization of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) in the ESCWA region.’® These goalsare
particularly rdevant for Iraq since the MDG indicators in Irag have deteriorated because of the sanctions that were
imposed on it for over ten years, in addition to the consequences of armed conflict.’®® The health conditionsin Irag
aredire, with infant and maternal mortality on therise.®® |lliteracy is around 50 per cent, posing great challenges
for the educationa system.’®” The 24™ ministerial session passed Resolution 274 (2006), which establishes the
regional technology center, aimed at strengthening the national technological capacities necessary to achieve the
MDG, and to “strengthen economic and social development and regional and international cooperation in
technological fields.”*®® In Resolution 271 (2006), the 24™ ministerial session delinestes ESCWA'srolein
addressing theimpact of conflict and instahility within the context of social and economic development.**® While
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“[a]ppreciating the economic and social development initiatives of the ESCWA secretariat and its capacity-building
activitiesin the occupied Palestinian territories and Irag,” this resolution reaffirms ESCWA’s mandate to improve its
Member States' “capacities to assess, predict, and respond to socio-economic and palitical chalenges posed by
conflict.” *® ESCWA should achieve this aim by “monitoring, analyzing, and reporting on the repercussions of
conflict and ingtability on socioeconomic devel opment in Western Asia.”; it should also elaborate and implement
“operational activities for the rehabilitation and devel opment of conflict-stricken areas, including capacity-building
projects for the public sector and civil society.”*™ Theresolution equally calls upon ESCWA to identifying needs of
conflict-stricken States in order to be able to assist these countries through technical cooperation and the systematic
improvement of good governance.*™ Accordingly, one of the main policy issues at the 24™ conference of May 2006
was State ingtitution building, which is of particular relevance for Irag.™

Conclusion

In the efforts to rebuild Irag, it isimportant how the reconstruction is carried out.*”* Contributions to peace-building
and the restoration of a shared national life are crucial to create the leve of security necessary for an accountable
State-building process |eading to responsible and sovereign institutions with recognized legitimacy.'”® Therefore,
one of the great challenges ahead is the harmonization of the political agendas of the different regional and global
actors. ESCWA can function asamediator between the international community and the need for aregional
approach for durable reconstruction, including economy, political ingtitutions, and society.*”® It can thus play an
important role in helping to realize the Iragi peopl€ s dream of security, peace and a better life after many decades of
hardship.

The following questions may be a starting point for your research:

e Who arethe present and potential partners and how, with their help, can ESCWA'’ s agenda best be
implemented? Where can ESCWA get further involved directly?

o What are your country’svisions for the reconstruction of Irag? How does the stuation in Irag affect
your country?

o Which ESCWA projectsisyour country involved with? What doesit fund, what doesit support?

e How can lessons learned from other regiond case studies better be included in the strategy for the
reconstruction of Iraq? Can other regiona organizations serve as amode for some aspects of peace
building and reconstruction?

e How can ESCWA's palitica independence be safeguarded? How can the blurring of the line between
military intervention and humanitarian aid in the minds of the local population be avoided?*"”

e How can the empowerment of women help to address the urgent challenges of poverty and
unemployment?

[11. Continuing Effortsin Secure Housing, Land Tenure, and Good Urban
Governance

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled to realization,
through national effort and international co-operation and in accordance with the organization
and resources of each State, of the economic, social, and cultural rightsindispensable for his
dignity and the free devel opment of his personality.'™
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The Universal Declaration of Human Rights'”® and the Universal Idamic Declaration of Human Rights both
promise to protect the rights of individuals to exist and to reside peaceably within their homeland.™® Thisright to
residein a gate of social security encompasses one of the most basic of human needs: the need to be free from fear
regarding one' s residence and livelihood.’® However, despite such commitments made by the international
community to secure these important rights for the peoples of the world, today many, especially those living in the
developing world, live in constant fear for their lives, homes, and businesses.”® In fact, the Internal Displacement
Monitoring Center estimates that 2.1 million internally displaced personslivein the Middle East."® Moreover, by
all estimates, more than five million refugesslive in the area™* Such a dynamic has severe repercussions on the
social sructuresin these countries. In the West Asian region, an area especially proneto conflict, many of the
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) Member States face unstable social, economic, and
political conditions domestically as aresult of their peopl€' slack of secure housing, legal land ownership and,
increasingly, from the corrupt and nontransparent governance of urban areas.

Major Sources of | nstability

Many domestic, regional, and international conflicts have impacted the personal security of individuals living within
ESCWA Member States. In the West Asian region, many military conflicts have led to the displacement of large
numbers of people.’® Most directly, conflictsinvolving Israel and the occupied territories, including the Golan
Heights, the Palestinian territories, and Lebanon, have | eft specific geographic regionswith little stability or security
while creating large numbers of refugees and internally displaced persons.’® The United States’ invasion of
Afghanigtan (2001) and Iraq (2003) left both ESCWA Member States destabilized and more prone to sectarian and
tribalistic violence.®” Refugees are the group most negatively impacted by instabilities related to land and property.
In fall of 2006, the conflict between Lebanon and Isradl displaced more than 500,000 people between July 12, 2006
and the end of that month.*® Furthermore, United Nations (UN) statistics show that, as theresult of Isragl’ s control
over the Palestinian territories, more than 400,000 Palestinians claimed asylum in the other West Asian Member
States.’® The Palestinian and, more recently, Lebanese diasporas cause problems not only to the displaced peoples
but also within the host society, which must deal with issues such asincreased unemployment and housing issues.
Unfortunately, the policies of the host countries are routindy discriminatory against the refugee populationsin order
to ensure the national populations’ employment and security.*® This, in turn, frustrates the already aggravated
refugee populations and leads to higher crime rates and difficult social problems, including poor health, extreme

9 | pid.,

180 15lamic Council. Universal Islamic Declaration of Human Rights. 19 Sept. 1981. Al Hewar Center: The Center for Arab
Culture and Dialogue. 2006. Retrieved July 17, 2006, from http://www.al hewar.com/ISLAMDECL.html

i:; United Nations Department of Public Information, supra note 1.

Ibid.

18 |nternal Displacement Monitoring Center. Internal Displacement in the Middle East. Internal Displacement Monitoring Center
Publications (August 2006). Retrieved August 25, 2006, from http://www.internal -

- di splacement.org/8025708F004CE90B/( httpRegi onPages)/F4C363E496A B88D 1802570A6005599C7 ?opendocument

Ibid.

18 United Nations Devel opment Programme. The Arab Human Development Report. Amman, Jordan: United Nations
Devel opment Programme Regional Bureau for Arab States, 2005. Retrieved July 5, 2006, from: http://www.un-
ngls.org/Arab_Human_Devel opment_Report_2004_eng.pdf

18The Palestine Refugee Problem. (2001). MidEast Web. Retrieved July 2, 2006, from MidEast Web for Coexistence Web site:
http://mww. mi deastweb.org/refugeesl.htm

187 Rebuilding Lives in Afghanistan. (2006). United Nations High Commissioner for Refugess. Retrieved July 18, 2006, from:.
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/afghan

188 |nternal Displacement Monitoring Center. Isragli military operations continue to cause large-scal e displacement. Internal
Displacement Monitoring Center Publications (July 2006). Retrieved July 30, 2006, from http://www.hic-
mena.org/pNewsld.asp?Ad=429

18 United Nations. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 2003 UNHCR Satistical Yearbook Country Data Sheet -
Occupied Palestinian Territory. Geneva, Switzerland: United Nations Department of Public Information, 2003.
Retrieved July 17, 2006, from http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bi n/texis/vtx/statisti cs/opendoc. pdf bl =STATISTICS&id=41d2c1970

1% | ebanon Refugee Camp Profiles. (2003). United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugess in the Near East
Lebanon Refugee Camps Profile. Retrieved July 17, 2006, from http://www.un.org/unrwa/refugees/lebanon.htm



poverty, and other human rights concerns within the refugee camps.*** Thus, military actions caused by foreign
forces and internationa conflicts destabilize the housing situation for peoplein the West Asian Member States.

Domestic instahility provides another key deterrent to secure housing, land devel opment, and good and transparent
urban governance. Poverty isthe leading cause of homel essness and one of many sources of tension. The UN’s
Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), initsreport entitled The State of the World' s Cities 2006-2007,
estimates more than 1,200 “dum” areasin Egypt, athough the samereport notes that because the Egyptian
government does not allocate land for the poorest segments of the population, most of the heavily impoverished
Egyptians liveillegally on “agricultural land... in tombs [and by] building desert settlements and...on rooftops.” '
Thisfurther strains Egyptian society. Ola Abbas, the vice-chairman of the General Organisation for Physical
Planning at the Egyptian housing ministry, noted that “the effects of the sumsaren’t only on the people who livein
them...They're on the whole society. Terrorism comes from slums. Sickness comes from slums. Any areathat hasa
negative health and social environment causes problems for the entire country.”** Likewise, UN estimates reveal
that more than 58% of Palestinian lives below the poverty line and thus faces great stress regarding their homes and
livelihoods.™*

Additional sources of the domestic, urban instability, most specifically among the poorest segments of popul ations,
are theincreasing ethnic and religious tensionsin thisregion. In some cases, these tensions, such as those existing
in Irag under the rule of Saddam Hussein, have led to the forced rel ocation of ethnic minorities by the national
governments.*® Social and political stability in the years since the United States' invasion of Iraq has materially
worsened: of the estimated 2.1 million internally displaced personsresiding in the Middle East, 1.3 million of them
residein Irag.**® While these relocations are no longer forced by the government, they result increasingly from
sectarian conflicts.'¥” After the bombing of the Al Ashkari, or the Al Azhar shrine on February 23, 2006, 81,000
people were forced out of their homes.**® Finally, because of the military operationsin Irag, several hundred
thousand Iragis were displaced; however, the numbers are only estimates due to the nature of the military
involvement.'*

While military upheaval accountsfor most of the instability of housing and land issues, alack of legally defined and
respected property rights also adds to the insecurity in thisregion. It is prohibitively difficult, time-consuming, and
expensivein most West Asian Member States for individualsto legally purchase their homes and businesses.
Research conducted by Hernando de Soto, the Peruvian property rights expert, demonstrated that it could take an
Egyptian citizen up to 30 yearsto purchase their homeif they followed all therequired legal channds. The
bureaucratic complications of this system prompt many to livein illegally constructed residences and also make it
more difficult for the poorer members of society to improve their standards of living.?®® Without clearly delinested
and acknowledged land rights, citizenswill overuse and under protect farms and urban areas, falling victim to an
economic concept called the “tragedy of the commons.”?®* Because no one owns an area legally, no one benefits
from itsresponsible development. This often leads to severe environmental degradation and, in an arid area such as
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Western Asia, to desertification of previoudy arable areas aswell as the continued pollution of the scarce water
resources.?*

Finally, the aforementioned problems involving housing and land use are often worsened by problems with local
governments, which are too-often corrupt or prejudicial.®® According to the 2004 Arab Human Devel opment
Report, the Arab World enjoys few freedoms and rights and is dominated by two forms of government:
undemocratic regimes and tribalism.?** While the 2004 Report demonstrates this dynamic on anational level, in
redity the two different types of governments have the most direct impact on peopl€e s lives on thelocal level.

Urban governanceis carried out by local law enforcement personne such as mayors and police forces that are, like
the national governments, often corrupt and based upon tribal hierarchies. In Iragi Kurdistan, for example, itis
impossible for a corporation to conduct business without “entering into a partnership with [Massoud] Barzani,” the
leader of the Kurdish Democratic Party, or one of his relatives.?® Thus, the economic and political power within this
region depend not on the prevalence of therule of law but rather upon the will of an individual more concerned with
his own welfare than that of his people. Largely because of the support of thelocal Kurdish militias, Massoud
Barzani’ s net worth increased from an inconsequentia amount when he returned to Kurdistan in 1991 to an
estimated sum of $2 billion in 2005.2% The independent actions of local governments or political parties further
complicate urban and local governance. Unfortunately, these groups can have a destabilizing effect on an
international scale: local governments or local militias can operate semi-independently, such as Hamas before the
elections of 2006 and Lebanon in the fall of 2006.2%” In both of these cases, the militant activities of each separate
group against Israel caused for increased hostilities and decreased stability of relations within al involved
populations. All questions of good governance, especially on thelocal level, carry tremendous weight as potentia as
stabilizing forces within this region.

Current International Effortsto Address Security and Property | ssuesin Western Asa

ESCWA has taken many steps to address housing, land tenure, and urban governance problems. A successful
exampleisthe UN Regional Coordination Group, which was established within the ESCWA and is designed to
coordinate the work of the various UN and regional bodies, including the UN Development Programme, the UN
Conference on Trade and Development, the UN Human Development Programme, the League of Arab States, and
many others working specifically on issues effecting the West Asian Member States. By working organi zations such
as those previousy mentioned, ESCWA has had many successes in dealing with specific issues such as urban
planning and environmenta questions and by incorporating the contributions of many different civil society
organizations and Non Governmental Organizations (NGOSs).

In order to better coordinate activities throughout the ESCWA region, the ESCWA relies upon nine separate
programs that deal with specific issues affecting theregion. The Social Development Division of the ESCWA, for
example, has worked with Member States on many social palicy issues, including urban and housing programs.
Thisdivision worked with the Inclusive Cities Programme to further the devel opment of communitiesin Beirut that
allowed for increased participation of youth and disabled within in their community.?®® The Sustainable

Devel opment and Productivity Division of the ESCWA hasworked extensively to develop rural areasin
environmentally responsible ways. The Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Devel opment Team works with Member
States to develop agricultural programs specific to the problems of each Member State's land usage®® The
Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Devel opment Team al so sponsors conferences such as the November 2005
Seminar on Enhancing Agricultural Productivity through On-Farm Water-Use Efficiency in order to address

%2 |saac, Jad. A Dry Peace in the Middle East. Applied Research Institute of Jerusalem. Retrieved July 21, 2006, from
http://www.arij.org/pub/events/drypeace.htm
ﬁ United Nations Devel opment Programme, supra note 185.
Ibid.
ﬁ Rubin, Michael. The Middle East’s Rea Bane: Corruption. Beirut Daily Star. November 18, 2005.
Ibid.
27 An Accidental War. (2006, July). The Economist,13-14.
208 Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia's Social Development Division. Inclusive Cities Program ESCWA.
Retrieved August 26, 2006, from http://www.escwa.org.lb/cities/index.html
2 Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (2002). Capaci ty-Building Workshop on Rural
Development: Policies, Srategies and Ingtitutional Reform (E/ESCWA/AGR/2002/1). Retrieved July 5, 2006, from
http://www.escwa. org.| b/informati on/publi cati ong/edit/upl oad/agr-02-01. pdf



common problems to the West Asian agricultural sector.?’® These conferences have been especially effective at
fostering international cooperation between ESCWA Member States and international groups and organizations
such asthe International Center for Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Sudies, the Mediterranean Agronomic
Ingtitute of Bari, and the German Technical Cooperation.?** Furthermore, the team al so assembled several important
conferences aimed at nurturing competitive agro-business in the region.”*> However, without clearly delineated and
well-respected property rightsto these areas, the efforts taken by the division aswell as civil society within these
regions will not materialy better the conditions for the poorest segments of the West Asian societies. Consequently,
the positive economic growth in ESCWA Member States such as Egypt, whose economy grew at a steady 6% for
the last few years and whose budget regularly shows surpluses, still failsto provide for the basic needs of the poor in
the society. Despite this demonstrably positive economic growth, in Egypt the “ state schools, universities, and
hospitals. o 3have worsened; only private courses or fee-paying sections provide a decent service.” Meat has become
aluxury.”

Over the last few years, both the oil producing and non-producing ESCWA Member States and have taken stepsto
diversify their economies.?* While these changes have | ed to some concrete economic devel opment, they have also
led to increased participation on the part of civil society within governmental ingitutions. In order to assist its
Member States to achieve enhanced devel opment, ESCWA worked with several of these countries in the Capacity-
Building Workshop on Rural Devel opment, Strategies, and Institutional Reform in 2002.%° The goal of this
conference was to improve the productivity of therural sector through strategic, regional cooperation in conjunction
with the reform of governmental ingtitutions. Asaresult of this conference and in order to incorporate policies that
would promote economic growth, many of the ESCWA governments have started to make institutional reforms that
will alow for increased involvement from civil society particularly on the local level. For example, athough a
monarchy that adheres strictly to the laws of shari’a, Saudi Arabia hasinstituted democratic reforms that allowed
male citizens to elect a part of the local government.?’® In the West Asian region, such policy changes have major
effects on the different classes and social groups. While reforms such as these within the most conservative of
societiesindicate amajor shift in domestic policy, the governments face increasing and widespread dissatisfaction
domestically because of the generally low standards of living in the poor and lower middle class segments of the
populations.?” The West Asian governments are slow to embrace reform largely due to thefact that their claims to
political legitimacy stem from historical and often religious traditions. However, should these conservative societies
diversify their economies and government infrastructures to incorporate the previoudy disenfranchised members of
society, the private sector will reap some benefits through increased employment and a generally improved quality
of life.

Conclusion

Many conflicts have torn the vibrant West Asian region apart frequently over thelast century, and civil societies
have suffered dramatically. Peoplelivein deep fear and lack safe shelter and access to vital resources. Asthe
recent |srael-L ebanon conflict showed, even those areas considered stable and secure can erupt with little or no
notice. Thiscongtant state of socioeconomic instability and insecurity causes lasting psychological effects on the
populations involved and undermines the efforts toward long-term regiona stability. Moreover, because thelegal
systems of many West Asian Member States do not protect individua property rights, and sometimes further
discriminate againg certain groups (such as women, minorities, and refugees), the societies cannot reach their
economic and social potentia. Thus, property and physical resources in thisregion, such asland, water and other
natural resources which are aready scarce, continue to be irresponsibly utilized. Furthermore, without meaningful
policy changes, the poorest members of West Asian society will fail to benefit from any such development asthe
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division of labor continuesto exclude them. Finally, neither the personal security of individuals nor the ecologically
responsi ble development of landswill occur without the long overdue changes to governments on the local level and
specifically within the cities.

In light of the ESCWA’ s recent efforts, please consider what, if any, efforts your State made to provide safe and
secure housing to its citizens. Has your State participated in any regional programsrelated to improving housing?
What efforts are being made by NGOs in your state? Also, please consider the land tenure and devel opment policies
of your assigned Member State. What programs, if any, isyour State participating in that promote responsible land
usage? Has your country used the resources provided by the ESCWA in order to address land useissuesin the past?
Finally, what is your State doing in order to advance good urban governance on the local level? Has your State taken
any effortsto increase transparency and public involvement in governance?

Annotated Bibliography
History of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia

Nédéec, S., & Destremau, B. (1999). Twenty-five years of service to the region’s devel opment. Beirut: United
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Africa. Retrieved July 5, 2006, from United
Nations Documents Web site: http://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/199/003/50/img/19900350. pdf ?OpenEl ement
This publication isa summary of the history of the commission fromits beginning until 1999. This source
provides a concise overview of the economical and political background of the region, as well asthe
commission’smain areas of work. It also provides a description of the cooperation within the Member
Sates and a quantitative analysis of the commission’s activitiesto promote itsgoals. It does not provide
further bibliography, but it contains information gathered through interviews to former staff at the ESCWA,
thus giving a human touch to the history of the commission.

United Nations. (2004). Towards integrated social devel opment policies. A conceptual analysis. Retrieved July 5,
2006, from United Nations Documents database.
This publication introduces the social palicy history and contextualizes it, putting into a historical
perspective. It comparesthe social policy Anglo-Saxon models with the Nordic models and lastly gives an
overview of welfare measures of isolated colonial cases. It also analyzes the impact of the WTO and IMF
policies on social policies and how they can take place parallel to development. Finally, it studiesthe
challenges of the ESCWA countries.

United Nations. (2004). United Nations System Chart. Retrieved July 30, 2006, from
http://www.un.org/aboutun/chart.html
This organizational chart illustrates the structure of the UN system. It provides information on which
organizations and organs belong to the system and on how they are related to each other. Direct links
facilitate easy access to the web sites of the organizations.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (n.d.). Programmes. Retrieved July 10, 2006,
from http://www.escwa.org.lb/divisions/main.asp?division=sdpd
The official web site of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia offers a good overview of
the different programs and their missions and strategies. It also hasalink to their library that further
takes to the documents.un.org page. Thisis a good way for beginnersto be familiarized with the UN
Documents search engine. The major drawback of the ESCWA-web siteis that it does not have a general
mission statement or any history of the commission.

United Nations. Economic and Social Council for Western Asia. (n.d.). Social Development Division. In United
Nations Economic and Social Council for Western Asia. Retrieved August 29, 2006, from
http://www.escwa.org.lb/divisions/'main.asp?division=sdd
Thisisthe web site of ESCWA's Social Development Division (SDD). It strivesto achieve regional
cooperation in the advocacy and promotion of comprehensive and integrated social policiesthat are




region-specific, culturally sendtive, and have a practical orientation. It comprises key documents, news,
and helpful links.

United Nations. Economic and Social Council for Western Asia. (n.d.). Sustainable Devel opment and Productivity
Division. In United Nations Economic and Social Council for Western Asia. Retrieved August 29, 2006,
from http://www.escwa.org.lb/divisions/main.asp?division=sdpd
Thisisthe web site of ESCWA' s Qugtainable Devel opment and Productivity Division (SDPD). It aimsto
promote regional integration and cooperation among ESCWA member countries through an intensve
approach to integrated sustainable management of water and energy and the production sectors. It places
special emphasis on increasing access of the poor to cheap energy and water, and facilitating the creation
of new jobs. The web site provides news, key documents, and helpful links.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (n.d.). The twenty-fourth session of the
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia [Pamphlet]. Beirut: Author.
The 24™ ministerial session of ESCWA, held in Beirut on May 8-11, 2006, addressed a nurmber of
organizational and financial management issues. Several important mattersrelated to general policy
issues, like new challenges in the ESCWA region; youth unemployment and achievement of the Millennium
Devel opment Goals in the ESCWA region and the Damascus Declaration were also discussed. This
pamphlet provides a short summary of the meeting.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (n.d.). UNESCWA... at a glance [Pamphl et].
Beirut: Author.
The Pamphlet gives an overview over the objectives, the mandate, the priorities, program, and the most
significant achievements of UNESCWA asthe regional armof the United Nationsin the Arab world. The
cited goals include the promotion of economic and social development processes in the Member Sates, the
strengthening of cooperation between the States of the region, the achievement of regional integration of
Member States, the achievement of synergy between the countries of the region, and ensuring the exchange
of information about experiences, good practice and lessons learned. One of the achieverments mentioned
is the assistance to countries affected by conflict, notably Palestine and Iraq, for whom the above cited is
all the moreimportant in their effortsfor (re-)construction.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (Ed.). (2002, March 5). Revised medium-term
plan for the period 2002-2005. Beirut. Retrieved July 4, 2006, from United Nations Documents database
(E/ESCWA/S-4/L.3/Rev.1).

Thisisthe ESCWA report for the medium-term plan for the period 2002-2005. It describesthe goals, and
the measures to be taken for each of the work areas of the commission in regards to the years of 2002-
2005.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2003, March 28). Report of the executive
secretary on the activities of the commission. Beirut. Retrieved July 5, 2006, from United Nations
Documents database (E/ESCWA/22/4(Part 11)).

This web site describes the main program of activities and the progress made during 2002 in the
implementation of the program of the work for the year 2002-2003. The prioritiesfor thisyear are
management of water and energy, social policy, globalization, and technology. The measures for each of
these work areas are described. It also contains a re-evaluation of the projects.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2003, October 27). Workshop on Irag and the
region after the war. New Y ork: United Nations. Retrieved July 6, 2006, from United Nations Documents
database (E/ESCWA/SDPD/2003/9): http://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/103/007/74/img/10300774.pdf ?OpenEl ement
Report on the workshop on the reconstruction of Iraq after the war with conclusions and recommendations.
Provides an overview of the issues of reconstruction of Iraq, starting with funding and public deht, to its
social implications. It also sketches the role the United Nations should play in the peace effort. It provides
concrete recommendations from legal to economical nature.




United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2003, November 3). Tentative plan of action
for Western Asia: Building the regional information society. New Y ork: United Nations. Retrieved July 4,
2006, from United Nations Documents database (E/ESCWA/ICTD/2003/12).
Thisisthe ESCWA program for 2003, concerning the devel opment of the information technology in the
region because of the World Summit on Information Society held in Geneva in 2003. Information
technology is seen as a means to improve economic and living standards, and especially to decrease
unemployment.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2004, February 5). Central issuesrelated to
social policies: Comparative study and guidelines for the formulation of social policiesin the ESCWA
region. Retrieved July 4, 2006, from United Nations Documents database (E/ESCWA/SDD/2004/2).

This study follows a comparative approach. After the analysis of social paliciesin selected devel oped
countries outside the ESCWA region, it outlines requirements for effective social policies and recommends
steps to be taken to implement themin the ESCWA region. It concludesthat relatively low social policy
integration in the ESCWA region leadsto loss of resourcesin the field, where cooperation could improve
the effectiveness of social policy measures.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2005, January 11). Economic trends and
impacts in the ESCWA region. New Y ork: United Nations. Retrieved July 6, 2006, from United Nations
Documents database (E/ESCWA/EAD/2005/2):
http://www.escwa. org.| b/informati on/publi cati ons/edit/upl oad/ead-05-2. pdf
This report provides information about the financial systems of the ESCWA region and the links between
finance and growth as well asthe country profiles. Sudies the economic situation in the ESCWA region
with relation to the economic crisisfrom 1997 in East Asia. The aim of the study isto provide a view of the
risks of the financial systems and measuresto avoid economic crisis like the above mentioned. It provides
a comprehensive number of tables.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2005, March 11). Arab-International Forum
on Rehabilitation and Devel opment in the occupied Palestinian territory. Retrieved July 8, 2006, from
http://www.escwa. org.|b/main/pal/docs/Pl orepe. pdf
Thisisthe report on the workshop on issues relating to the occupied Palestinian territories, held in 2004.
A panel of experts discusses some strategies for development of the territory. Concrete measuresto
improve the quality of life arelisted. Particularly relevant to the ESCWA is the section on the partnership
with the Arab countries, as well astherole of the Arab private sector in devel opment.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2005). Annotated Agenda. 23rd ministerial
session of ESCWA. Retrieved July 10, 2006, from
http://www.escwa. org.| b/about/gov/sessi on/maine.asp?menul D=4& topi c=Annotated%20A genda& lang=e
This web site contains the agenda to be discussed in the 23rd ministerial session of ESCWA, held May 9-
12, 2005, in Damascus. The emphases of the main working areas are listed. The focus issues of the
commission, and how the implementation of the global summit takes place, are clearly presented.

United Nations. Economic and Social Council. 36™ Session. (1963, July 5). Resol ution 955: Decentralization of the
United Nations economic and social activities and strengthening of the regional economic commissions.
Retrieved August 30, 2006, from United Nations Documents Database.

This resolution recognizes the important role that the regional economic commissions play in the work of
the ECOSOC in general and the preparation of the United Nations Conference on Devel opment and Trade
(UNCTAD) in particular. It therefore encourages the strengthening of these commissions. It invitesthe
Secretary-General to explore ways and means of expanding the economic and social activities of the UN
Office in Beirut and encourages a further process of decentralization of economic and social activities.

United Nations. Economic and Social Council. 55" Session. (1973, August 13). Resolution 1818: Establishment of
an economic commission for Western Asa. Retrieved July 25, 2006, from ESCWA Web site;
http://www.escwa.org.|b/information/library.asp
Thisisthe founding document of ESCWA. It gives basic information about the structure and inner
workings of the ESCWA. Thisis an absolute must-read for your preparation!




United Nations. General Assembly. 18" Session. (1963, December 11). Resolution 1941: Decentralization of the
Economic and Social Activities of the United Nations and Srengthening of the Regional Economic
Commissions and the United Nations Office in Beirut. Retrieved July 30, 2006, from United Nations
Documents Web site:
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/RESOL UTION/GEN/NR0/186/16/| M G/NR018616. pdf ?7OpenEl ement
This Resolution endorses a report of the Secretary-General on decentralization, aswell as
recommendations by the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions aswell asthe
ECOSOC. It stresses the importance of all United Nations regional commissions and the Office in Beirut,
strengthening its competencesin the field of technical assistance. It emphasizes notably the importance for
the Office to get involved not only in the formulation, but also in the execution and eval uation of regional
projects, while undertaking the related financial and administrative responsbilities.

United Nations. General Assembly. 2nd Session. (1947, November 29). Resolution 181: Future government of
Palestine. Retrieved July 30, 2006, from http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/2/ares2.htm
This resolution has become famous as the basis of UN palicy towards the solution of the conflict between
Israel and the Palestinians. Its conclusions are based on a UN commission that examined the situationin
Palestine and Europe. Important background information for anyone interested in the Middle East.

Additional Sources

Y emen. (2006, July 20). The world factbook (introduction). Retrieved July 25, 2006, from CIA Web site:
https.//www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos'ym. html#top
This online factbook is a valuable resource to find quick and straightforward information about the Sates
of theworld. Thereislittle information on history, but fast facts about the current economic and political
situation. It provides alot of statistics and numbers. It isa good place to start searching information
about your country, but you will later on need to put it into context

I. Formulating a Regional Response to Globalization: Creating Economic Opportunities and Addressing the
Social Consegquences

Abed, G. T., & Davoodi, H. R. (n.d.). Of Growth and Development in the Middle East and North Africa.
International Monetary Fund. Retrieved July 5, 2006, from
http://mwww.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/med/2003/eng/creanefindex.htm
George Abed and Hamid R. Davood published this report for the International Monetary Fund. As such,
delegates should use discretion with using thisinformation as the IMF does not necessarily represent the
general sentiments of the Arab street. However, it does provide a concise analysis of the economic effects
of globalization on ESCWA Member Sates.

Barber, B. (1996). Jihad vs. McWorld: How Globalism and Tribalism are Reshaping the World. New Y ork City:
Random House. pp. 23-24.
Barber offers a great analysis of how globalization simultaneously integrates and fragments the world’' s
societies within this book. While written from a deci dedly western and academi ¢ perspective, the analysis
will be very helpful in understanding this complicated region. Thisbook is especially effective at
illuminating the cultural aspects of globalization and the cultural tensions caused by increased integration.

Chua, A. (2003). World on Fire: How exporting free market democracy breeds ethnic hatred and global instability.
New Y ork: Doubleday.
In this book, Amy Chua provides an insightful analysis of the impact of free market democracy on less
devel oped countries. She shows how globalization worsens ethnic hatreds between certain groups. This text
provides a good analysis of how globalization has affected various social groupsin Western Asia. Chapter
10 will be particularly useful as delegates explore thisregion. Delegates of economics will be particularly
interested in the economic approach Chua takes to the complicated issue of democratic reforms.

Davidson, Chrisopher M. (2005). The United Arab Emirate: A Sudy in Survival. London: Lynne Riener Publishers.
p. 251.



Davidson uses histhesis to explore the effects of globalization and other important factors effecting West
Asia fromthe perspective of the United Arab Emirates. As a case study, it provides excellent and grounded
research. The thesis explores the evolution of the UAE from a higtorical perspective and ultimately
explores many of the reasons for the country’ s current economic successes while simultaneously revealing
aspects of the evolving societal debate.

Economic and Social Commission for West Asia. (2005). Impact of globalization on the social stuation in the
ESCWA region. Retrieved July 5, 2006, from http://www.escwa.org.lb/divisi ons/sdd/events/19dec05.html
ESCWA's background guides for thisimportant globalization conference provide a basic introduction to
both the purpose and process of the conference. Unfortunately, the papers presented at this conference
have not yet been trandated to English; however the background information will be useful asit setsup the
reasons for such a conference. It is strongly recommended that delegates review their assigned country’s
government and media outletsin order to understand thisimportant conference as fully as possible.

El Saadawi, N. (1997) Women and the Poor. In The Nawal El Saadawi Reader, pp. 11-20. London: Zed Books.
El Saadawi consstently provides a deep and inside analysis of the impact of aid programs on the state of
women and the poor in developing countries. The section regarding globalization is an excellent source for
delegates’ work with thistopic. Asan activist, El Saadawi has devoted her life and career to helping the
disenfranchised in Egyptian society and is especially insightful in addressing the human rights concerns
that result from globalization and increased global integration.

European Commission. Delegation of the European Commission in Egypt. (May 2006.) The Pan-Arab Free Trade
Area. Regional Integration Arrangements. Retrieved August 20, 2006, from
http://64.233.161.104/search?g=cache:kW2of 7d4M oJ:www.eu-del egation.org.eg/en/EU-

Eqgypt_Trade issues/Docs/Regional %2520Integrati on%2520A rrangements7.doc+pan+arab+freettradetare
a& hl=en& gl=us& ct=clnk& cd=7& client=firefox-a

The European Commission in Egypt produced this report after their trade negotiations. The writers do an
excellent job of summarizing the most important trade agreements affecting the ESCWA region. The
document also provides excellent atistics relating to this discussion that will be useful for delegates
preparations.

Friedman, T. (2000). The Lexus and the Olive Tree: Understanding Globalization. New Y ork City: Anchor Books.
Friedman’s book does an excellent job of explaining and analyzing globalization and itsimpact on
international relations. Friedman’s attitudes regarding globalization differ greatly from the attitudes of
those in many of the Western Asian nations and represent a very positive and decidedly western outlook on
the subject. However, for del egates wishing to understand the devel opment of globalization and more
importantly the effect of globalization on international affairs, this book provides an excellent guide to
under standing globalization.

Friedman, T. L. (2006). The World is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century. New Y ork City: Farrar,
Straus and Giroux.
Among other important topics covered within this book, Friedman does an excellent job of demonstrating
how a series of technological advances allowed for the rapid spread of globalization. It will be particularly
interesting for those delegates wishing to under stand supply chain economics and, along with some
regionally specific information; this book also provides many examples of the benefits of globalization. It
can also provide some exampl es of successful cooperative measures that harnessed some of the economic
potential of globalization.

Globalisation and Inflation. (2005, October). The Economi<t.
The Economist provides an excellent introduction to the economics behind globalization within this article.
It explains in simple language how globalization has led to inflation and the effects of this dynamic upon
societies. Delegates with limited exposure to the topic of globalization or those who wish to understand
more completely the economic aspects of globalization are strongly recommended to read this article.

Goo, S. K. (2006, July 26). Y ouTube.com users explore |srael -Hezbollah violence. Seattle Times, section A.



Youtube.comis an increasingly popular video blog site that published many short videos. The site made it
possible for people all over the world to watch the events unfold in the | srael-Lebanon conflict. Youtube
and other Web sites have used the Internet to allow individual s to publish graphic and incendiary images
and opinions with little or no liability or censorship. Inthe Lebanese and Israeli conflict, thisled to
increased public outrage over the military action undertaken by the government of Israel in response to the
actions of the Hezbollah party in Lebanon.

Hetata, D. S. (2006). Globalization, Women, and the Culture of Hel plessness [Pamphlet]. Arab Women's Solidarity
Association. Retrieved July 13, 2006, from Arab Women's Solidarity Association Web site:
http://www.nawal saadawi .net/arti cl essherif/06/gl obali zati onwomen.htm
Dr. Sherif Hetata and hiswife, Dr. Nawal El Saadawi, has been vocal activists againgt western influence of
Arab and Idamic cultures. This article and others on this site will provide delegates a good exposure to the
literatures of protest produced by activistsin this region and their responsesto globalization. As
demonstrated by the works of Drs. Hetata and El Saadawi, globalization has empowered civil society to
play an increasingly powerful rolein providing commentary regarding the actions of their governments.

Igbal, F. (2006). Sustaining Gainsin Poverty Reduction and Human Devel opment in the Middle East and North
Africa. Washington DC: The International Bank for Reconstruction and Devel opment. World Bank —
Middle East and North Africa Division. Retrieved July 15, 2006, from:
http://dteresources.worldbank.org/INTMENA/Resources/Poverty complete 06 web.pdf
The World Bank provides many crucial resources for delegates preparation. Delegates will benefit from
researching the manner in which the report was received by the country they represent. Like the IMF
report, the position each country takes regarding these international ingtitutions merits attention; however
for those wanting to understand fully the prevalent economic problems of thisarea, this report and the
previoudy cited IMF publication are vital.

Igbal, F., & Nabli, M. K. (2006, Spring). Poverty in the Middle East and North Africa: A Cause for Concern?
Retrieved July 15, 2006, from Middle East and Northern Africa (MENA) Department of the World Bank
Web site: http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTMENA/Resources/Poverty OpEd 06.pdf
In thiseditorial, the authors of the previously cited World Bank report analyze the findings of their work.
Again, delegates should be cognizant of the perception of their country’s regarding the World Bank;
however, this OPED makes many important points regarding the development of the non-monetary
indicatorsin Western Asa. The article highlights the fact that access to primary education hasimproved
for both boys and girlsin thisarea and that lifespan has also increased. The article also demonstrates the
many factors responsible for poverty within the region and focuses on the diversity of resources and
government welfare strategies as reasons for the differing economic status.

Mernissi, F. (2006, March). Digital Schehrazadesin the Arab World. Current Higtory, 105(689), pp. 121-127.
Current History provides within thistext a fascinating view of the impact the demand for journalists has
upon Arab societies. Particularly within the Gulf Sates, women are rapidly joining the work force to meet
the high demand for skilled reporters on Arab television and are playing key roles throughout the Gulf
Region. This article provides an important view of the way globalization impacts society in very real ways.

Roskin, M. G., & Coyle, J. J. (2003). Palitics of the Middle East: Cultures and Conflicts. Upper Saddle River:
Prentice Hall.
The authors of this text do an admirable job of addressing the complexities of Middle East palitics. It
breaks down social devel opmentsto understandable terms and iswritten for delegates. The section
regarding ail politics and the recent economic and social developments within this region provides
excellent analysis of important related issues.

Silenced: The Middle East Profile. (2003, January). Privacy International. Retrieved July 12, 2006, from
http://www. privacyinternational .org/arti cle.shtml 2cmd%5B347%5D=x-347-103797




Privacy International isa watchdog group concerned with the human rightsissue of privacy. This article
detailsthe current palicies of certain Arab statesincluding Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and
othersin light of these rights. It provides an interesting view of the censorship governments attempt to
practice regarding internet and technol ogy use. However, it is also important to note that while
governments may try to censor television or internet, private citizens often find ways to circumvent these
guidelines. Iran for example heavily monitors the programming on the state run television station; however
many wealthy Iranians own illegal satellite televisions.

Sitting Pretty: Haven of prosperity in aturbulent sea. (2006, June). The Economist.
According to thisarticle, Abu Dhabi’ s economi ¢ success gems fromits use of global forces for economic
development. It provides a great case study and will help delegates understand the different reactionsto
globalization. Delegates are recommended to research their assigned country’ s relationship to the UAE.
Furthermore, it will be very useful for delegates to consider the extent to which oil money has effected the
devel opment of the country’s politics.

United Arab Emirates. (2006, August). CIA World Factbook. Retrieved August 5, 2006, from
https://www.cia.gov/cia/publicati ons/factbook/geos/ae. html
The CIA’s World Factbook provides succinct satistics for each of the ESCWA Member Sates and briefly
introduces the history and political situations of the area. This database is an excellent resource for
statistical data. For example, fromthis site lists the GDP, age structure statigtics, birth and death rates,
HIV rates, and other social, economic and political statigtics.

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia' s Globalization and Regiond Integration
Division. Progress Made by the ESCWA Member Countriesin the Implementation of the Monterrey
Consensus. (2005). Retrieved July 14, 2006, from http://www.escwa.org.Ib/////-5.pdf
ESCWA publishes many important reports and this one provides a solid example of this committee’s
writings. Whileit isalittle dry, it is an excellent resour ce regarding the developmentsin West Asia. The
section entitled “ Bilateral trade negotiations under the Euro-Mediterranean Partnerships and the Middle
East Free Trade Area Initiative” provide particularly important analysis of the effects of continual
proliferation of regional trade agreementsin the ESCWA region and between neighboring regions aswell.

United Nations. United Nations Economic and Social Commission for West Asia. (2006, June). UNCTAD-
UNESCWA Workshop to Develop Country Decision-Makers. Retrieved July 14, 2006, from
http://www.escwa.org.|b/divis ong/'teams.asp?eams=Regi onal %20! ntegrati on%20and%20Financing%20fo
r%20Devel opment& division=GRID
This workshop was conducted by the ESCWA to assist governmentsin dealing with globalization.
Delegates would benefit greatly from researching their country’ s response and opennessto such
workshops. Moreover, the effectiveness of such conferencesin fostering actual change demands attention
in light of the cost and difficulties inherent to such events.

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2006, July). ESCWA - Civil Society
Ingtitutions. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. Retrieved July 15, 2006, from
http://www.escwa.org.|b//.asp
ESCWA lists some of the many NGOs with which it works. While only listing a few, it provides a good
starting place for delegate’ s research into civil society’s involvement in thisissue. For example, the
ESCWA works with the Fares Institute of Lebanon to promote international socioeconomic cooperation
between Lebanon and other ESCWA Member States and also with the Safadi Foundation of Lebanon and
the National Broadcast Network of Lebanon for community training and media issues surrounding
globalization accordingly.

Viston, C. S. (2002, September). Globalization's Bad Effects Discussed. Business World. Retrieved July 13, 2006,
from Global Policy Forum Website: http://www.global policy.org/ngos/rol e/gl obal act/int-
inst/2002/0912gl obaliz.htm




The “ other” side of globalization providesthe basisfor thisarticle. It illustrates the frustration
experienced by the poorest societies asthey perceive their control over their economic, cultural and
environmental resources being exploited by international forces. Moreover, the poor countries rarely see
any profit fromthis expl citation as they must compete with other extremely poor countriesto provide raw
goods and services at extremely low costsin order to maintain business.

Wahish, N. (2006, July). Hold your breath: The Agadir Agreement may finally mean serious Arab economic
cooperation. Al-Ahram Weekly Online. Retrieved August 20, 2006, from
http://weekly.ahram.org.eq/2004/680/ecl.htm
The Al Ahram newspaper published this article containing a fascinating analysis of the Agadir Agreement
and the work of the Egyptian delegation. The Agadir agreements do not represent the first Arab trade
agreements but have seen unprecedented success as this critic argues because of their backing by the
European Union. Delegates should consider the effects the Agadir agreements will have on the economies
of their country.

Wetherby, Joseph N., Randal L. Cruikshanks, Emmit B. Evans, J., Reginald Gooden, Earl D. Huff, Richard
Kranzdorf, and Dianne Long. (2000). The Other World: Issues and Palitics of the Devel oping World. New
York: Addison Wesley Longman, Inc.
Wetherby discusses the under-devel oped world from many different perspectives, including economic,
social, and political. The section on the Middle East and globalization are particularly relevant to this
topic and will be very useful to delegates’ in understanding the importance of poverty and economic issues
on the politicsand unrest in the region. Thistext does an admirable job of exploring poverty and its' effects
on health and human rights issues including security and the basic human needs.

I1. Reconstruction in Iraq: Direct assistance, monitoring, and coordination with other agencies

Anderson, L., & Stansfidd, G. (2004). The future of Iraq. Dictatorship, democracy, or division? New Y ork:
Palgrave Macmillan.
This publication helpsto understand the historical context of the rebuilding efforts as well asthe
different interests of the stakeholders. The scenarios presented illustrate different versions of the
future, which help to conceptualize visions and ways to achieve them.

Barakat, S. (2005, October). Post-Saddam Irag: Deconstructing aregime, reconstructing anation. Third World
Quarterly, 26(4-5), 571-587. Retrieved July 18, 2006, from EBSCOhost EJS database.
In this article, the author concentrates on the particularities of recongruction in Iraq as opposed
to recent reconstructing experience in other war-torn countries. He examineswhich role the
international community, particularly the UN (and ESCWA) could and should play in this context
and emphasi zes the need for a regional approach.

Barakat, S. (2005, Octaober). Reconstructing post-Saddam Iraq: An introduction. Third World Quarterly, 26(4-5),
565-570. Retrieved July 18, 2006, from EBSCOhost EJS database.
According to the author, the Bush administration, invigorated by its success in Afghanistan and
ignoring the opinion of the international community, went on its mission to trigger a democratic
revolution in the Middle East by bringing freedom and democracy to Irag. Thisarticleintroduces
a series of articles on the post-war reconstruction, which will be useful to analyze the various
stakes in the reconstruction and their domestic, regional, and international impact.

Brown, V. J. (2004, June). Reconstructing the environment in Irag. Environmental Health Perspectives, 112(8),
A464. Retrieved July 20, 2006, from InfoTrac database.
This article reminds the reader that Iraq’s environment was already weakened by a “ mini
industrial revolution” inthe 1970 and 1980, which paid no attention to the environment, before
coming under considerable stress by the armed conflicts in the last three decades. In this context,
it mentionsthe risng mortality, particularly among children, which can partly be linked to the
environmental degradation. The article stresses the importance of strengthening the Iragi
academic community and resourcesto help alleviate the environmental impacts of the wars.



Diamond, L. (2004, September/October). What went wrong in Irag. Foreign Affairs, 83(5), 34-56. Retrieved July
25, 2006, from Business Source Premier database.
This articleisan excdlent summary of the problemsfacing Iraq after the war in 2003. It
delineates four basic needs for post-conflict reconstruction, namely political reconstruction of a
legitimate and capable Sate; economic recongruction; social recongruction, including the
renewal of a civil society and political culture that foster voluntary cooperation and the limitation
of Sate power; and the provision of general security. It also analyses shortcomings of the
occupation that impact negatively on the reconstruction efforts.

Economist Intelligence Unit Ltd. (2005, August 17). Iraq economy: Struggling to pick up the pieces. Economist
Intelligence Unit ViewsWire. Retrieved July 25, 2006, from Lexis-Nexis database.
This article describes how economic growth and the security situation in Iraq are interdependent.
The important oil-industry isthe most obvious victim of this dilemma, cutting economic growth
with an unexpectedly low volume of oil production. .

Faris, H. (2003, July 11). The socio-palitical effect of the war on Iraq and the Arab region. In Workshop on Irag and
the region after the war: Issues of economic and social reconstruction. Beirut, 9-11 July 2003. Conclusions
and recommendations. Symposium conducted at United Nations Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asig, Beirut, Lebanon. Abstract retrieved July 19, 2006, from
http://www.escwa. org.| b/informati on/publications/edit/upl oad/oes-03-irag. pdf
The author analyses the far-reaching effects of the war in Iraq on the national and regional level.

He accuses the occupation of hindering the rebuilding of society and the reforming of the
economic and social sysem after the collapse of the totalitarian regime. .

Frew, A. (2003, May 31). Washington diary: Andreas Frew on George Bush’s claimsto being green, and the hidden
damage doneto Irag’ s environment. New Scientist, 178(2397), 53. Retrieved July 20, 2006, from InfoTrac
database.

Thisisa short article from a generalist scientific magazine. The author examines the
environmental effects of the Iraq war in the context of President G. W. Bush’'s domestic
environmental policy. Evenif attention for oil wellsin Iraq overshadows concernsfor the Irag
environment, even small effortsfor itsrestoration will easily outrun Bush’s domestic
environmental agenda.

Future looks bleak for Irag' s fragile environment. (2003, March 15). New Scientist, 177(2386), 12-13. Retrieved
July 20, 2006, from InfoTrac database.
This short article reviews the damage sustained by Kuwait during thewar in 1990-1991. It
trand ates the findings into indications of what possible long-term effects the new war in Iraq
might have on Iraq’ s fragile environment.

Gordon, M. R. (2006, July 24). U.S. strugglesto refill ranks of Iragi police. International Herald Tribune. Retrieved
July 26, 2006, from http://www.iht.com/arti cles/2006/07/24/news/palice.php
This article describes the state of the Iraqi police force. There isa serious lack of personnd and
recruitment is difficult in the light of attacks on police stations and recruitment centers, aswell as
targeted killing of Iraqgi police officersin some provinces.

Gordon, M. R. (2006, July 26). Behind U.S. shift on Baghdad, a security failure. International Herald Tribune.
Retrieved July 26, 2006, from http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/07/26/news/baghdad.php
According to the author, the shifting of troops to Baghdad reflects a new security and counter-
insurgency strategy after Iragi Prime Minister Maliki’ s security plan for the city is perceived to
have failed. At the sametime, itisanindicator for the fact that until now, the security situationin
Iraq and particularly in the central region remains precarious.

Hendrickson, D. C., & Tucker, R. W. (2005). Revisionsin need of revising: What went wrong in the Iraq war.
Carlide: The Strategic Studies Ingtitute of the U.S. Army War College.
The authors examine the debate on errors committed before and during the occupation of Irag.
While giving credit to the critics of the Bush administration on many accounts, they argue that the



fundamental problems the USis now faced with in Iraq are virtually unavoidable consequences of
theinvasion itsdlf.

High-level panel on threats, challenges and change. (2004). A more secureworld: Our shared responsibility. Report
of the Secretary-General’ s high-level panel on threats, challenges and change. New Y ork: United Nations.
Retrieved July 26, 2006, from United Nations Web site; http://www.un.org/securewor|d/report2. pdf
The report of the high-level pand gives general recommendation on how the international
community should respond to threats, challenges and change in the contemporary international
environment. It focuses on collective security approaches and particularly on reforms of different
parts of the United Nations System, which are necessary, to accommodate today’ s security needs.

The Secretary-General’ s proposalsin “ In lager freedom” are partly based on these
recommendations.

The International Ingtitute for Strategic Studies. (2003). Irag: Military & security devel opments. In 11SS Armed
Conflict Database. Retrieved October 16, 2006, from 11SS Armed Conflict Database.
The 1SS Armed Conflict Database is a comprehensive online resource on present day armed
conflictsall over the world. The database provides detailed information on the nature of each
conflict, the relevant actors and their methods, structure and weapons used, historical background
information, quarterly reviews, human security devel opments, military devel opments and so forth.
It can therefore be used both for brief reference and for in-depth research.

Iraq review 2006. (2006). CountryWatch. Retrieved July 20, 2006, from CountryWatch database.
The country reviews give an overview on different topics like politics, economy, environment and
others. These are complemented with a series of statistical information. A higtorical introduction
places contemporary politicsin a context. This document isuseful for a brief overview of different
aspects of public lifein Iraq.

Iraq war illegal, says Annan. (2004, September 16). BBC News. Retrieved July 20, 2006, from British Broadcasting
Corporation Web site: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middie east/3661134.stm
The Secretary General isinterviewed by BBC News. Hetalks about “ painful lessons’ learned
since the beginning of thewar in Irag. He further declaresthat the military action taken by the
U.S-led coalition was not conforming to the pertinent Security Council resolutions.

Isradi, R. (2004). The Irag war. Hidden agendas and Babylonian intrigue. Brighton: Sussex Academic Press.
This book examines the recent war in Iraq fromthe perspective of regional groups and hidden
agendas. The former include, according to the author, Shi’ites, Kurds, Sunnis and Arabs, the
latter include ail, terror, and weapons of mass destruction. The last chapter evaluates the impact
of thewar for the different countiesin the region and the region as a whole.

Keegan, J. (2004). The war’ s aftermath. In The Irag war (pp. 204-219). New Y ork: Alfred A. Knopf (Random
House). (Original work published 2004)
The last chapter of this book on the Iraq war, its nature and its origin, is an outlook written in the
aftermath of the occupation, taking into considerations the time directly following the cessation of
actual fighting through early 2004. It summarizesthe coalition’s efforts to bring about the
transition of Iraq to a peaceful and democratic society, mentioning the different approaches by the
British forces in the south and the U.S.-American forcesin central Irag. The chapter also
analyzes events concerning the search for Iragi weapons of mass destruction.

Kubursi, A. (n.d.). Rebuilding Irag: Strategies of Development Under Crises Conditions. In United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. Retrieved July 24, 2006, from United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia Web site:
http://www.escwa.org.| b/informati on/irag/docs/ Rebuil di raq¥o2Epdf
This article published in the documents section of the ESCWA website, gives a brief overview of
thefirst stepsthat needed to be done directly after the occupation of Iraq in 2003 to ensure the
fundament of economic reconstruction of Irag. The recommendations relate to issue that range
from establishing a stable Dinar, to paying the wages for soldiers and civil servants.




Latest News. (n.d.). United Nations. Security Council. Retrieved August 18, 2006, from
http://www.un.org/sc/unsc_news.shtml
This website provides the latest public information on the activities of and concerning the Security
Council. It follows up on news relating to the work of the council aswell as the work of the
council itsdf. It isimportant to get an overview over the field of work of the council.

Linklater, A. (2005). Globalization and the transformation of political community. In J. Baylis& S. Smith (Eds)),
The globalization of world politics. An introduction to international relations (3rd ed., pp. 709-725).
Oxford University Press. (Original work published 2001)
Thisisa comprehensive work on concepts in political sciences, focused on international relations.
It includes recent developments in world politics, particularly the repercussions of what is
generally known as “ globalization,” aswell asits historic roots and causes. Thisisa valuable
work to get a high-quality introduction to contemporary international affairs.

The peril of defeat and the danger of victory. (2005, August 27). Economist, 376(8441), 22-24. Retrieved July 28,
2006, from Business Source Premier database.
This article discusses the significance of Iraq’s new constitution not only to the county, but also to
U.S President G. W. Bush. According to the author, the current congtitutional exercise is one of
the factorsthat will determine success or failure of the U.S. policy in Irag. Iraq may yet become a
hopeful democratic precedent for the whole region - or a complete failure of the U.S policy.

RTI International. (2005, May). Postconflict Restoration of Essential Public Services: In Iraq local government
program. Retrieved September 3, 2006, from http://www.rti.org/pubs/lib 1-albasrahrestoremay.05. pdf
The Research Triangle Ingtitute International is a large non-profit research cooperation. From
the years 2003 to 2005, the RTI Ingtitute won several contracts with USAID worth some hundred
million Dollarsto restore Irag. The contracts comprehend different issues, such as fostering
democratic local government, helping councils to govern in a democratic manner, and helping
workers learning to provide essential services.

Salman

R. (n.d.). “Oil for food” and “Qil for reconstruction”. In United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia. Retrieved July 24, 2006, from United Nations Economic and Social Commission for
Western AsiaWeb site: http://www.escwa.org.lb/informati on/irag/docs/Oil for FdOil for Rec%2Epdf

This article published in the documents section of the ESCWA website, critically reviews the “ Qil

for food” program established inthe mid 1990s. It criticizes, for example, that the program

became strongly politicized, marginalizing its original, i.e. the humanitarian, objective, but also
highlighting administrative problems of the program. Its relevance today liesin the importance of

oil for Iraq’s recongruction and the author pleads for the lessons |earned with the “ Oil for food”
program to be respected, as well as warning of careless privatization of oil reserves.

Tanmiya, D. A. (2003, June 10). The Iraq war: Social and humanitarian implications. Beirut: United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. Retrieved July 24, 2006, from United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia Web site:
http://www.escwa.org.| b/informati on/irag/docs' War SocHuml mpl %62Epdf
Thisreport assesses the social and humanitarian consequences of theinvasion in Iragq 2003. Itis
structured in chapters on security and politics, human costs, forced migration, human rights, food
and reief coordination, health, education and services. Thisreport congtitutes valuable
background reading for the work of ESCWA.

Tharoor, S. (2003, September/October). Why America still needs the United Nations. Foreign Affairs, 82(5), 67-80.
Retrieved July 18, 2006, from EBSCOhost EJS database.
According to the author, then UN Under secretary-General for Communications and Public
Information, the UN’ sinclusivenessis the key to the legitimacy only it can confer. The
organization thus remains an essential forcein international politics, and one the United Sates
benefits from greatly. Smilarly, it isin the interest of the smaller countries to continue to foster
cooperation with the U.S, rather than trying to restrict it in with the help of international
institutions.



The UN Millennium Development Goals. (2005). UN Millennium Devel opment Goals. Retrieved July 20, 2006,
from United Nations Web site: http://www.un.org/millenniumgoal s/goal shtml
The Millennium Development Goals are a set of well-defined objectives agreed upon by all
countriesand all major development institutions, ranging from halving extreme poverty to
developing a global partnership for development. Thiswebsite describes these goals, most of
which should be achieved by 2015. They serve as a framework of action for national and
programs and international cooperation of the relevant actors.

United Nations. (n.d.). Office of the Iraq programme oil-for-food. Retrieved July 28, 2006, from
http://www.un.org/depts/oip/
Thisisthe website of the office administrating the oil-for-food program, which was established by
the SCin 1995 to respond to the humanitarian needs of the Iragi population, while keepingin
place the sanctionsimposed on Irag. It containstechnical data on the programaswell as
information on its history. The program was terminated in late 2003 in accordance with SC
Resolution 1483 (2003).

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. 23rd Session. (2005, May 3). Peace and
security and their impact on economic and social development. (E/ESCWA/23/4(Part 1)). Retrieved July
23, 2006, from http://www.escwa.org.|b/about/gov/sess on/Peace?3e. pdf
In ESCWA Resolution 241 (2003) concerning the impact of the lack of stability in the Arab region
on economic and social devel opment, the Commission requests the secretariat to study the impact
of war on economic and social devel opment and to submit a report on the matter to the
Commission at its twenty-third session. This report analyses the type of challenges and danger
that face the ESCWA Member-States and proposes ways to confront them. Social policy is
discerned as a basis for peace and security.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. 24™ Session. (2006, May 11). Resolution 271:
Strengthening the role of ESCWA in addressing the impact of conflict and instability within the context of
social and economic devel opment. Retrieved July 23, 2006, from
http://www.escwa. org.| b/about/gov/sessi on24/upl oad/Draft24e. pdf
This resolution is dedicated to the issues of security and ingability in the ESCWA region. It notes
the inter-linkages between devel opment, peace and security and human rights and that they are
mutually reinforcing. Delineating measures to be taken by ESCWA, it calls upon the ESCWA
Member Sates as well asthe international community to cooperate with ESCWA and among each
other to fogter stability and peace in the ESCWA region.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. 24™ Session. (2006, May 11). Resolution 274:
The establishment of the ESCWA Technology Centre. Retrieved July 23, 2006, from
http://www.escwa. org.| b/about/gov/sessi on24/upl oad/Dr aft24e. pdf
Thisresolution gates the important role that technology plays in the achievement of the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The regional technology centreisaimed at “ building
national technological capacities and at harnessing those capacities to achieve the MDGs and to
strengthen economic and social devel opment and regional and international cooperationin
technological fields.” It charges the ESCWA secretariat with the followup on the technology
centre.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (n.d.). Emerging & conflict related issues
[Pamphlet]. Beirut: Author.
The Pamphlet briefly presents the newly created unit for emerging and conflict related issues,
outlining its creation and main focus of work, like conflict prevention and mitigation, capacity
building etc.

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (n.d.). Gender Satistics Programmesin the
Arab Countries. Retrieved September 1, 2006, from http://www.escwa.org.lb/gsp/main/gender.html
Thisweb site offers statistical data on Arab countries. The Iraq country profile notably provides
statistics on the illiteracy rate according to gender. It also treats economic and health issues as

well as demography.




United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (n.d.). New challengesin the region and their
impact on the work of ESCWA: The Arab region to 2025 [Pamphlet]. Beirut: Author.
A high-level expert group meeting held by ESCWA in January 2006 addressed challenges and
opportunities facing the region and the role of ESCWA in serving the countries of the region to
2010. It reviews ESCWA's activitiesin the light the 2005 World Summit Outcome. This pamphlet
presents a resume of the findings presented and recommendations issued.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (n.d.). A review of the realization of the
Millennium Development Goalsin the ESCWA region, in accordance with the Damascus Declaration
[Pamphlet]. Beirut: Author.

This pamphl et identifiesimportant issues to be addressed in the ESCWA region in order to realize
the Millennium Development Goals. These include unemployment, investment, and local
mobilization of resources, human devel opment, education, and economic integration as some of
the most important issues. The review is based on the Damascus Declaration on the realization of
the Millennium Devel opment Goal s in the ESCWA region.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (n.d.). The twenty-fourth session of the
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia [Pamphlet]. Beirut: Author.
The 24™ ministerial session of ESCWA, held in Beirut on May 8-11, 2006, addressed a nurmber of
organizational and financial management issues. Several important mattersrelated to general
policy issues, like new challengesin the ESCWA region; youth unemployment and achieverment of
the Millennium Devel opment Goal s in the ESCWA region and the Damascus Declaration were
also discussed. This pamphlet provides a short summary of the meeting.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (n.d.). UNESCWA.... at a glance [Pamphl et].
Beirut: Author.
The Pamphlet gives an overview over the objectives, the mandate, the priorities, program, and the
most significant achievements of UNESCWA as the regional arm of the United Nationsin the Arab
world. The cited goalsinclude the promotion of economic and social development processesin
the Member Sates, the strengthening of cooperation between the Sates of the region, the
achievement of regional integration of Member States, the achievement of synergy between the
countries of the region, and ensuring the exchange of information about experiences, good
practice and lessons |earned.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (n.d.). United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia: Irag Task Force. Retrieved July 23, 2006, from
http://www.escwa.org.lb/information/irag/index.asp
Thisisthe website of the ad-hoc task force created by ESCWA to facilitate the implementation of
its obj ectives concerning the reconstruction of Iraq. It givesinformation on implemented and
planned activities. It also contains a small but useful collection of relevant documents.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2003). ESCWA 22nd ministerial session.
Retrieved July 23, 2006, from http://www.escwa.org.|b/about/gov/sessi on22/ex1.html
Thisisthe official website of the 22nd ministerial session of ESCWA, which was held at the United
Nations Housein Beirut from 14 to 17 April 2003. The session discussed the work of the
commission since the 21st session, and debated issues of significance to the future of the ESCWA
region. Thewebsite contains all relevant documents, i.e. resolutions and the final report issued
from the session.

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2003). Reconstruction of Irag. An Arab
economic and social view. Report on the Workshop on Iraq and the region after the war, Beirut, 9-11 July
2003, held by ESCWA. New Y ork: United Nations. Retrieved July 24, 2006, from
http://www.escwa. org.| b/informati on/publi cati ons/edit/upl oad/sdpd-03-9. pdf
Sarting from lessons learned fromearlier reconstruction effortsin Irag, the report analyseswhich
challenges lie ahead in the economic, financial, and social fields. Special attention is paid to the
new regional context and itsimpact on the recongtruction. The role, which the UN and ESCWA
should play in the construction of a new Irag, is also discussed.




United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (Ed.). (2003, September 29). Workshop on Iraq
and the region after the war: |ssues of economic and social recongtruction. Beirut, 9-11 July 2003.
Conclusions and recommendations. New Y ork: United Nations. Retrieved July 19, 2006, from
http://www.escwa. org.| b/informati on/publications/edit/upl oad/oes-03-irag. pdf
Flowing from the above workshop, this document presents the main policy advice resulting from
the presentations and discussions during the workshop. They involve general recommendations
and specific recommendationsin the social, economic, financial, and legal field. 1t also comprises
abstracts of the presentations held during the workshop.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2005). 23rd ministerial session of ESCWA.
Retrieved July 23, 2006, from http://www.escwa.org.| b/about/gov/session/main.asp
Thisisthe official website of the 23rd ministerial session of ESCWA, which was held from 9-12
May 2005 in Damascus, Syria. The session was dedicated mainly to the impact of peace and
stability in the region on economic and social devel opment; the achievement of the Millennium
Development Goalsin the ESCWA Member Sates; and the formulation and implementation of
social policiesin the Member States of the ESCWA region. The website contains all relevant
documents, notably the resol ution E/ESCWA/23/4(Part1) on peace and security and their impact
on economic and social devel opment.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2005). Damascus declaration on the
realization of the millennium development goalsin the ESCWA region. In 23rd ministerial session of
ESCWA: Resolutions adopted by the commission. Retrieved July 23, 2006, from
http://www.escwa. org.| b/about/gov/sessi on/docs.asp?menul D=25& topi c=Resol uti ons%20adopted%20by%
20the%20Commission&lang=e
This Web site contains some of the resol utions passed by the 23rd ministerial session of ESCWA,
notably the Damascus declaration. This declaration stresses at the same time that national
measures are needed to achieve the goals and that cooperation in the region hasto be intensified
to support these national measures. It then outlines, in the operational clauses, the next sepsto
be taken to realize the goals.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2005). The Environment in the transboundary
context in the ESCWA Region: Stuation and recommendations. New Y ork: United Nations. Retrieved July
24, 2006, from http://www.escwa.org.Ib/informati on/publi cati ons/edit/upl oad/sdpd-05-5. pdf
This report analyses the precarious environmental situation in a region considered one of the most
water stressed of theworld. Particularly chapter 11 section E on the impact of war and palitical
instability is highly recommendabl e, analyzing how the environment can be a cause for conflict,
can suffer asan incidental victim of conflict, or can be deliberately abused as a weapon of
destruction.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2006). 24™ ministerial session of ESCWA.
Retrieved July 23, 2006, from http://www.escwa.org.lb/about/gov/sessi on24/maine.asp
Thisisthe official Web site of the 24™ ministerial session of ESCWA, which was held in Beirut
from8to 11 May 2006. The session, held under the theme of youth unemployment in the ESCWA
region, culminated in the adoption of 11 resol utions focusing on diver se socio-economic priority
issues for theregion, e.g. Resolution 271 (2006) on strengthening the role of ESCWA in
addressing the impact of conflict and instability within the context of social and economic
development. The Web site contains all relevant information and documents relevant for this
latest session.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2006, April 30). Press release; UNESCWA
24™ Ministerial Session to Convene Under Auspices of Lebanese House Speaker. Retrieved July 10, 2006,
from http://www.escwa.org.lb/about/gov/sess on24/upl oad/ PR-Curtain-Eng-30A pr2006. pdf
This press release announces the 24™ ministerial session of ESCWA and gives some information
on the commission in general and the topics, agenda, speakers, and issues treated during the
upcoming conference in particular.




United Nations. General Assembly. 55™ Session. (2000, September 18). Resolution 2: Millennium Declaration.
Retrieved July 23, 2006 from
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N00/559/51/PDF/N0055951. pdf ?7OpenEl ement
This resolution, issued by the heads of Sate and government of the Member States, received a lot
of attention. It confirms the Member Sates faith in the UN and outlines fundamental values and
principles for international relations. Other issues treated are peace and security, development
and poverty eradication, including the Millennium Devel opment Goal's, the environment, human
rights, the special needs of Africa and the strengthening of the UN system.

United Nations. News Centre. (n.d.). Iraq electoral fact sheet. Retrieved July 26, 2006, from
http://www.un.org/news/dh/infocus/irag/el ection-fact-sht.htm#el ectdate
This fact sheet gives a variety of data and information pertaining to the electionsin Iraq on
January 30, 2005. The information found on this site ranges from technical explanations
concerning the electoral process to the political context and the role of the UN in the el ections.
Thisisan easily accessible overview.

United Nations. News Centre. (2003, March 4). Iraq’ s destruction of missiles 'positive’ but still much more to be
done — Annan. Retrieved July 29, 2006, from
http://www.un.org/appsnews/storyAr.aspNewsl D=6336& Cr=irag& Cr1=inspect& Kwl=irag+& Kw2=wea
pons& Kw3=report
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan calls Irag's destruction of missiles a "positive
development” but repeated the views of UN weaponsinspectors that "there's much more to be
done." Great Britain and the U.S declare that Irag hasfailed to comply with its obligations,
while Annan warns of action outside the UN-Sysem. Thisarticle isa flashlight from the weeks
leading up to the war.

United Nations. Secretary-General. (2005, March 31). Inlarger freedom: Towards development, security and human
rightsfor all. New York: United Nations. Retrieved July 26, 2006, from
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N05/270/78/PDFE/N0527078. pdf ?7OpenEl ement
This report of the Secretary-General is a follow up of the Millennium Summit and other relevant
conferences, summits and panelsin the economic and social aswell asrelated fields. It outlines
possibilities to implement policies elaborated during these conferences, stressing the
interdependence of devel opment (freedom from want), security (freedom fromfear), and human
rights (freedomto live in dignity) as the three pillars of international cooperation. To achieve
these freedoms, he proposes specific reformsinside the UN System

United Nations. Secretary-General. (2006, May 10). The Secretary-General - message to the 24™ ministerial session
of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asa. Retrieved July 25, 2006, from United
Nations Web site: http://www.escwa. org.| b/about/gov/sessi on24/upl cad/escwa-8may2006. pdf
The Secretary-General describes the ministerial Sessions of ESCWA as the governing instrument
of the Commission and stresses ESCWA' s role in addressing urgent problems in the Western
Asian region. Among others, he stresses the crucial importance of the empower ment of women for
the improvement of economic and living conditionsin the region.

United Nations. Security Council. (1990, August 6). Resolution 661: Irag-Kuwait. Retrieved July 28, 2006, from
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/RESOL UTION/GEN/NRO/575/11/IM G/NR057511. pdf ?0penEl ement
Noting that Iraq had failed to comply with SC Resol ution 660, asking for its withdrawal from
Kuwait, this resolution establishes economic sanctions against Irag. These are aimed at forcing
Iraq into compliance with Resolution 660. It also calls upon all States not to recognize the current
situation of de-facto control of Kuwait by Irag.

United Nations. Security Council. (1991, 3 April). Resolution 686: Irag-Kuwait. Retrieved July 28, 2006, from
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/RESOL UTION/GEN/NRO/596/25/| M G/INR059625. pdf ?7OpenEl ement
Thisresolution declares the invasion of Kuwait by Iraq asillegal. It demandsthe mutual respect
of their border by Iraq and Kuwait. It further details the disarmament obligationsfor Iraq and,
recalling resolution 661, reaffirms the economic sanctionsimposed on Irag.




United Nations. Security Council. (2003, May 22). Resolution 1483: The situation between Iraq and Kuwait.
Retrieved July 28, 2006, from
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N03/368/53/PDF/N0336853. pdf ?70OpenEl ement
Thisresolution outlines the UN' s approach to the post-conflict situation in Irag, which was
brought about in disrespect of the Security Council but has become the concern of the
international community asa whole. The resolution recognizes the occupying powers de facto,
reminding them of their obligations under international law of armed conflict and stressing
several timestheright of the Iragi people to determine their own political future and control their
own natural resources.

United Nations. Security Council. (2004, June 8). Resolution 1546: The situations between Iraq and Kuwait.
Retrieved July 29, 2006, from
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N04/381/16/PDF/N0438116.pdf ?7OpenEl ement
Thisresolution reiterates the UN’ s position concerning the situationin Iraq. It reaffirms basic
principles like self-determination of the Iraqi people and therule of law. It highlights the present
transition of Iraq to a democratically elected government and the creation of a sovereign Interim
Government. The resolution also addresses security issues and reminds the Member Sates of
their obligations under the international |egislation aimed at preventing terrorism.

What's New. Following Up Emerging Issuesin Palestine and Iraqg. (2006, July 4). What's New-ESCWA. Retrieved
July 4, 2006, from United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia Web site:
http://www.escwa.org.lb/main/scroll/printwhatsnew.aspAd=24
Thisisa very brief news update on the creation of the Unit on Emerging and Conflict Related
Issues, aswell ason some of its activities. It also gives some information on the participation of
itsdirector in regional conferences. Sncethewebsite is regularly updated, the information isno
longer available under this URL.

Additional Sources

Boulden, J,, & Weiss, T. G. (2004, September). Tactical multilateralism: Coaxing America back to the UN.
Survival, 46(3), 102-114.
This article traces the changing relationship between the U.S and the UN in particular, and the
development of multilateral diplomacy in the context of the US-American “ War on Terror” and
thewar on Iraqin particular. It concludesthat multilateralismis not an objective in itself, but can
help to achieve objectives of national interest. This holdstrue even for a power like the U.S,
which isgenerally considered as a hegemonic power in contemporary international relations
debates.

Cordesman, A. (Ed.). (2004). The war after the war. Strategic lessons of Irag and Afghanistan. Sgnificant Issues
Series, 26(4).
This publication examines US strategiesin post-war Iraq. Because of the need for close
cooperation, thisis significant also, for ESCWA's strategic planning. It illustratesimportant
deficiencies in reconstruction strategies, which can serve aslessons learned.

Durch, W. J. (2003, October 1). Picking up the peaces. The UN’s evolving post conflict roles. The Washington
Quarterly, 26(4), 195-210. Retrieved July 19, 2006, from EBSCOhost EJS database.
The author argues that the bypassing of the SC by the U.S. in the case of the war in Iraq has not
damaged the UN as much asit is often stated. While the political part of thisintergovernmental
organization was affected, the humanitarian, people-oriented operational part of the system has
asserted an important role in post-war reconstruction. The author interpretsthisasalarger trend
in post-conflict reconstruction.

Koch, C., & Neugart, F. (Eds.). (2005). A window of opportunity. Europe, Gulf security and the aftermath of the
Iraq war. Dubai, UAE: Gulf Research Center.
This callection of papers emerged from a workshop, which explored the possibility of further
engagement of the European Union in future Gulf security matters. It isrelevant for the topic



because some of the papers examine who the European regional approach can serve as a model
for greater regional integration concerning security mattersin the ESCWA region.

McManus, K. P. (2006). Civil liability for wartime environmental damage; adapting the United Nations
Compensation Commission for the Irag War. Boston College Environmental Affairs Law Review, 33(2),
417-448. Retrieved July 20, 2006, from PAIS International database.

This article argues that customary principles of international law, aswell as more formal
instruments such as treaties are inadequate to ensure protection and restoration of environmental
resources damaged during war. It proposes the establishment of a mechanism for the assessment
of civil liability against nations for any wartime environmental damage.

United Nations. Devel opment Programme, Regional Buresau for Arab States. (2005). The Arab human devel opment
report 2004: Towards freedomin the Arab world. New Y ork.
The UNDP’ s human development reports are an instrument for measuring human progress,
defined as the enlargement of people’ s choices, discerning fields of action to accomplish positive
change. The Arab human devel opment report isfocused on the Arab region, addressing region-
specific human devel opment approaches to human rights, poverty, education, economic reform,
HIV/AIDS and globalization. It isbased on extensive statistical data, but also analyses the data
and devel ops recommendations.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. 24™ Session. (2006, May 11). Resolution 269:
The role of ESCWA in the light of the 2005 World Summit Outcome Document and the subsequent change
process. Retrieved July 23, 2006, from http://www.escwa.org.lb/about/gov/sessi on24/upl oad/Draft24e. pdf
This resolution reaffirms the importance of the role ESCWA plays as the regional arm of the
United Nationsin Western Asia, in supporting social and economic cooperation between the
countries of the region, and its effortsin promoting the development processin those countries
and achieving regional integration. It endorses the 2005 World Summit Outcome as part of the
strategy to achieve the MDGs. It also calls upon the Member Sates to continue to foster their
cooperation to achieve the MDGs.

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (n.d.). Professional s For Irag Reconstruction.
In United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia: Iraq Task Force. Retrieved July 23,
2006, from http://www.escwa.org.lb/information/irag/| PR/main.asp
The web-side' s objective isto create a database of experts, both Iragi and foreign, willing to use
their expertise in the reconstruction of Irag. It islessinformational than operational, but gives an
idea of how ESCWA isimplementing its objectives concerning the reconstruction of Irag. This
initiativeis part of the Iraq Task Force.

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2004). Guiddines for the formulation of social
policiesin the ESCWA region. In Central issuesrelated to social policies: Comparative study and
guidelinesfor the formulation of social policiesin the ESCWA region (pp. 27-44).
(E/ESCWA/SDD/2004/2) Social policy series 9. New Y ork: United Nations.

This study follows a comparative approach. After the analysis of social policiesin selected
countries outside the ESCWA region, it outlines requirements for effective social policies and
recommends steps to be taken to implement them. It concludes that relatively low social policy
integration in the ESCWA region leadsto loss of resourcesin the field, where cooperation could
improve the effectiveness of social policy measures.

United Nations. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. (2006). Report on the twenty-fourth Session, 8-
11 May 2006. New Y ork. Retrieved July 25, 2006, from
http://www.escwa.orq.|b/about/gov/sessi on24/upl oad/Draft24e. pdf
This outcome document on the aforementioned session contains the divers resol utions passed
during the session and a general resume of the issues treated the participants and so forth. 1ssues
treated range from new challengesin the ESCWA region to youth unempl oyment and achi evement
of the Millennium Devel opment Goalsin the ESCWA region and others.




United Nations. General Assembly. 60™ Session. (2005, September 16). Resolution 1: 2005 World Summit Outcome,
Retrieved July 28, 2006, from
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N05/487/60/PDF/N0548760.pdf 70OpenEl ement
This resolution resembles in many ways the Millennium Declaration, while being much more
detailed. It acknowedgesthat peace and security, development, and human rights are the
interdependent fundaments of international relations and all deserve full and equal attention and
effort, and it examines these issues at length. The resolution also dwells on the reform of the UN
system, for example deciding upon the creation of the new Human Rights Council (HRC) and
encouraging a reform of the SC.

United Nations. Secretary-General. (2002, November 12). Report of the Secretary-General pursuant to paragraphs
7 and 8 of Security Council resolution 1409 (2002). Retrieved September 1, 2006, from http: //daccess-
ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?0penAgent& DS=52002/1239& Lang=E
This report, though not including the last phase of the program, gives a good overview over the
UN’s“ail for food” programfor Iraq. The Secretary-General analyses achievements and
shortcomings of the program and evaluates the progressin different fields like nutrition, health,
water and sanitation, education, and de-mining.

United Nations. Security Council. (2003, March 28). Resolution 1472: The situation between Iraq and Kuwait.
Retrieved September 1, 2006, from Official Documents System of the United Nations.
This resolution treats the situation in Iraq after the U.S-led invasion in March 2003. It stresses
the need to maintain the humanitarian action in support of the Iragi population. It reiteratesthe
right of the Iraqi people to decide their own political future aswell as the commitment of all
Member Satesto Iraq’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. The resolution also urges all parties
to the conflict to respect the norms of the international law of armed conflict.

[11. Continuing Effortsin Secure Housing, Land Tenure, and Good Urban Governance

An Accidental War. (2006, July). The Economist, 13-14.
The Economist covered the | sraeli-Lebanese conflict and provided excellent analyss and explanation of the
situation in Lebanon. The role of groups such as Hezbollah and Hamas continuesto evolve in Arab
societies and delegates should consider the involvement of like partiesin each Member State. Thisarticle
demonstrates the ease with which this region can find itsalf in conflict.

Country Briefing: Saudi Arabia, Forecast. (2006, June). The Economist. Retrieved July 21, 2006, from
http://www.economist.com///.cfm?f ol der=Profil e-Forecast
The Economist provides country forecasts for several countries. It will help all delegates’ preparationsto
consider the developmentsin Saudi Arabia asit has such massive effects on the region’ s palitics. This
report also provides analysis of the social impacts of economic and policy changes.

Egypt: Forwards, Backwards. (2006, May). The Economist.
At firgt glace, the younger generation of leadersin Egypt appearsto be leading the country to economic prosperity.
Beneath the surface, however, economic growth “ has yet to raise living sandards for the masses’” and “ much-touted”
political reforms have proven equally absent or ineffective. The article also discuses some of the recent action against
protestsin Egypt and the United States response.

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia’s Social Development Division. Inclusive Cities Program. ESCWA.
Retrieved August 26, 2006, from http://www.escwa.org.lb/cities/index.html

The Inclusive Cities programme workswith civil society in order to assist with urban development projects that enableall
members of society to access urban areas. This program* aims at achieving equity between individuals regardless of
their gender, physical ability or age.” The programs have been especially effectivein different areas of Beirut.
However, the effects of the 2006 bombings of Beirut on these projects have yet to be seen.

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (2002). Capacity-Building Workshop on Rural
Development: Policies, Srategies and Institutional Reform. E/ESCWA/AGR/2002/1 Retrieved July 5,
2006, from http://www.escwa.org.lb/informati on/publications/edit/upl oad/agr-02-01. pdf
In 2002, the ESCWA arranged this conference to discuss many aspects of economic development. The
conference focused on the topic of development in rural areas especially and thus addressed property




rights. Delegates are recommended to investigate the different presentations made by the ESCWA Member
Sates at this conference as they reveal a lot of country-specific information.

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (2005). “ Relevant Information: Seminar on Enhancing
Agricultural Productivity Through On-Farm Water-Use Efficiency, Beirut, 23-25 November 2005.”
Retrieved August 10, 2006, from http://www.escwa.org.lb/divisions/otherdetail s asp?d=344
This conference was one of several sector-based conferences held by ESCWA to deal with specific
agricultural development issues. Conferences such as these have been effective tools for disseminating
information and building regional cooperation to deal with common problems. Delegates should consider
the steps taken by their assigned Member Sate to implement conference findings.

Hubbard, Ben. Egypt: Housing Policy gets Mixed Reviews. Integrated Regional News Network (June 2006).
Retrieved July 17, 2006, from http://www.irinnews.org/.asp?Reportl D=54031& SelectRegion=Middle East
This article explores the state of housing in Egypt. It isbrief and well written so it will be useful to
delegates researching thistopic. Delegates are also recommended to explore the IRIN's Middle East page
for the wealth of information contained.

International Displacement Monitoring Center. Interactive Map. Internal Displacement in the Middle East. 2006.
Retrieved July 18, 2006, from http://www.internal -di splacement.org/ CEQ0B/
(httpMapCountries)/ EEF802570A 7004CB9B9?0pendocument
The International Displacement Monitoring Center provides a wealth of information regarding the state of
displaced people in the Middle East. It will help tremendously in delegate’ s preparation for thistopic. The
country specific web pages are also a great resource for delegates preparations.

Internal Displacement Monitoring Center. Internal displacement in the Middle East. Interna Displacement
Monitoring Center Publications (August 2006). Retrieved August 25, 2006, from http://www.internal -
displacement.org/8025708F004CE90B/ (httpRegi onPages)/ FAC363E496A B88D 1802570A 6005599C7 2ope
ndocument
While the ESCWA region lacks systematic registration of internally displaced persons (IDPs), the Internal
Displacement Monitoring Center (IDMC) estimates that 2.1 million people are currently displaced due to
conflicts. Within their Web site, the IDMC provides concrete statistical analysis of the stuation facing the
IDPs within each ESCWA Member Sate. As a watchdog group, the IDMC provides excellent and timely
coverage of developments in thisregion as they occur.

Internal Displacement Monitoring Center. “Israeli military operations continue to cause large-scal e displacement.” Interna
Displacement Monitoring Center Publications (July 2006). Retrieved July 30, 2006, from
http://www.hic-mena.org/pNewsl d.asp? d=429
In July 2006, large numbers of people fled their homes throughout Lebanon as Israeli troops expanded
their operations. This article details the rapid dispersion of people throughout the country, illustrating the
sheer scope of the displacement. It also provides a snapshot of the state of humanitarian and diplomatic
affairs asthe UN and select countries worked to secure humanitarian aid and resolve the conflict.

Isaac, Jad. A Dry Peacein the Middle East. Applied Research Ingtitute of Jerusalem. Applied Research Institute of
Jerusalem. 21 July 2006 http://www.arij.org///.htm
While water rightsare not a part of thistopic, they relate directly to discussions regarding land and
property rights and thus present an increasingly controversial topic in Middle Eastern politics. Delegates
should consider water issues as they are intricately combined to all land tenure discussions. Thisarticleis
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M essage from the Directors-General Regarding Position Papersfor the
2007 NMUN Conference

Position papers are submitted for each committee in which a State/NGO participates at the NMUN Conference.
Position papers should provide a concise review of each delegation’s foreign policy regarding the topic areas under
discussion and establish precise palicies and recommendationsin regard to the topics before the committee.
International and regional conventions, treaties, declarations, resolutions, and programs of action of relevance to the
policy of your State/NGO should be identified and addressed. Position papers also serve as a blueprint for individual
delegates to remember their country’ s position throughout the course of the Conference.

P ease be forewarned, deegates mugt turn in material that isentirely original.