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U N I T E D   N A T I O N S  N A T I O N S   U N I E S 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
-- 

MESSAGE TO NATIONAL MODEL UNITED NATIONS - EUROPE 
Lille, 31 January – 6 February 2012 

You meet at a time of great change and challenge.  Our world faces an increasingly 
complex set of realities, from rising joblessness to growing inequality to the increasing dangers 
of climate change.  Many people are disillusioned with the established order; there is distrust in 
institutions; and a general sense that the playing field, be it national or global, is tilted in favour 
of entrenched interests and elites. 

We need to forge a common agenda that can help ensure that future generations grow up 
in a world of sustainable peace, prosperity, freedom and justice.  To help build this future,  
I believe the world must focus on five imperatives: first, sustainable development; second, 
conflict prevention; third, standing up for democracy and human rights; fourth, supporting 
countries in transition; and fifth, working with and for women and young people. 

You have a crucial role to play.  The world’s young people are more than our future.   
You are also our present, both in numbers and how you are using technology and creativity to 
drive political and social change.  You will soon be the government officials who will negotiate 
peace … the community leaders who will help feed and shelter the vulnerable … the entrepreneurs 
and innovators who will get carbon emissions under control … the lawyers and human rights 
defenders who will fight impunity and teach tolerance.  We must work together to create decent 
jobs and opportunities for you – so you can realize this great potential. 

This Model United Nations can contribute to our push for progress.  By participating,  
you will hone your negotiating skills and learn what it takes to achieve consensus.  Armed with 
these assets, you can mobilize, engage and act on major issues of our day.  From raising 
awareness through Facebook and Twitter to joining forces in other ways with like-minded 
students from around the world, you can make your voices heard. 

This is an era of great uncertainty, but also one of profound opportunity for individuals to 
make a difference.  The human family now has seven billion members.  Please help us shape our 
shared future for the better, and help the United Nations deliver what the world needs at this 
crucial moment.  I wish you great success at this Model UN, and I hope the experience will 
inspire you to support our work for peace, justice, human rights and sustainable development for 
years to come. 

Ban Ki-moon
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Founded in 1991, Sciences Po Lille is a selective and 
diverse French university, part of the network of the nine 
French Institutes of Political Studies. It is attached to the 
University of Lille and the Center of Research and Higher 
Education (PRES Lille Nord de France).

Sciences Po Lille is directed, since 2007, by Pierre 
Mathiot, professor of political science. Its Board of 
Directors is chaired, since 2010, by Louis Dreyfus, who 
is also Chairman of the Board of Le Monde newspaper.

Sciences Po Lille is located at 
the crossroads of North-Western 
Europe, near London, Paris, 
Bruges, Brussels, Amsterdam and 
Cologne. It prepares its students 
for a variety of jobs and careers: administrative careers 
at national, European, and international level, teaching 
and research, management and leadership positions in 
business and in the voluntary sector, consulting, finance, 
journalism, communication, etc…

Sciences Po Lille is renowned for the diversity and 
quality of its educational team, consisting of 37 faculty 
members and 400 adjunct faculty.

The degree of Sciences Po Lille is 
received at the end of a course of 
five years.

The first cycle (3 years)

The first three years are dedicated to this «cycle of 
curiosity» it offers multidisciplinary training in social 
sciences (economics, history, political science, 
management, etc..), law and foreign languages. The 
teaching aims to provide the general knowledge and 
methodological tools necessary to understand and 
analyze the contemporary world.

This cycle ends with the third year spent abroad by the 
students. It is a compulsory stay in a foreign country, at 
a partner university or in the framework of an internship. 
During this year, students are also required to complete 
a “short” internship, in order to have a first experience 
of the professional world. 

The second cycle (2 years)

A «Master Cycle» it is designed with a goal of gradual 
professionalization, and must permit a direct access 
to the professional world. The concentrations and 
majors offered are managed in close partnership with 
the corresponding professional networks. The course 
concludes with an internship of 6 to 9 months, the 
purpose of which is to access as easily as possible to 
a first job.

www.sciencespo- l i l le.eu

The school also coordinates its research 
policy with three research laboratories 
of the University of Lille co-managed with 
the French National Center for Scientific 
Research (CNRS):
• The Lille Center for Studies and Research in Sociology

and Economics (CLERSE).
• The Center for European Research on Administration,

Politics and Society (CERAPS).
• The Institute for Research in History (IRHIS)

The offer of training of Sciences 
Po Lille may also be completed by 
three international double degrees: 
the Franco-British degrees with the 
University of Kent at Canterbury and 
Aston University in Birmingham, 
the Franco-German degree with the 

University of Münster and the Franco-Spanish degree 
with the University of Salamanca.

Sciences Po Lille and the School of Journalism in Lille 
(ESJ Lille) have also created since 2011 a double-
degree in journalism.

Today, Sciences Po Lille enrolls 1,700 students for the 
degree course, and about 50 students in specific courses 

(preparation for the École Nationale d’Administration, 
the agrégation in economics and social sciences, etc.). 
Additionally, Sciences Po Lille welcomes about 180 
international students each year, under the Erasmus / 
Socrates agreements and bilateral agreements signed 
with 140 universities in 34 countries.

Sciences Po Lille is also:

A democratization program (PEI) from 
which 600 high-school students from 
90 schools benefit each year.

Continuing education courses offered 
on wide themes, in modules of 15 to 200 hours, for 
executives of the public and private sectors.

Finally, beginning with the 2011 academic year, 
Sciences Po Lille is establishing a «Partners Club» and 
a «Career Center».

www.sciencespo- l i l le.eu



MOTION PURPOSE DEBATE VOTE EXPLANATION
Point of Order Correct an error in procedure None None Refers to a specific rule

Appeal the Decision of the 
Chair

Challenge a decision of 
the Chair

None Majority Question the Chair’s ruling

Suspension of the Meeting
Recess meeting for a defined 
period

None Majority
Used to go into caucus or to break for 
a given time

Adjournment of the Meeting End meeting None Majority
Used only on final day; ends committee 
for the year

Adjournment of Debate
End debate without a 
substantive vote

2 pro / 2 con Majority Tables the topic; requires a roll call vote

Closure of Debate
Vote on all draft resolutions; 
move to immediate vote

2 con 2/3rds Ends all discussion on current topic

Division of the Question  
(Used in voting only)

Consider clause(s) separately 
from rest of draft resolution

Part I: Procedural vote on 
if this motion should be 
considered

Part II: Substantive vote to 
accept/reject separated 
clauses

2 pro / 2 con

None

Majority

Majority

Voted on in order of most to least radical 
change.

If passes: clause(s) removed and voted 
on separately

If fails: no change to clause(s) 

Clause(s) separated out and voted on as 
an annex to the original draft resolution

If passes: annex passes

If fails: clause(s) discarded and no longer 
part of any draft resolution

Roll Call Vote  
(Used in voting only)

Vote by roll call, rather than 
show placards

None None Automatically granted once requested

Adopt  by Acclamation  
(Used in voting only)

Pass a draft resolution as 
a body

None Majority
Once motioned Chair must ask if there 
are any dissensions

Reconsideration

Re-open debate on an issue 
(Motion must be made by 
a member that voted for 
Adjournment of Debate)

2 con 2/3rds
Un-tables topic that was tabled by 
Adjournment of Debate

Set Speakers Time
Set the time allowed for 
formal speeches. 

2 pro / 2 con Majority
It is very rarely used at the UN and may 
be ruled out of order by the Chair.

Close the Speakers List

No additional speakers 
added to speakers’ list on 
topic;  
re-opening speakers’ list 
allows speaker to be added 
on list again

None Majority
No new speakers can be added to list; 
once list is exhausted go directly into 
voting procedures

Adoption of the Agenda Approval of agenda order None Majority
Determines the order by which the topics 
will be discussed; Approved topic order 
= agenda


