
MOTION PURPOSE DEBATE VOTE EXPLANATION
Point of Order Correct an error in procedure None None Refers to a specific rule

Appeal the Decision of the 
Chair

Challenge a decision of 
the Chair

None Majority Question the Chair’s ruling

Suspension of the Meeting
Recess meeting for a defined 
period

None Majority
Used to go into caucus or to break for 
a given time

Adjournment of the Meeting End meeting None Majority
Used only on final day; ends committee 
for the year

Adjournment of Debate
End debate without a 
substantive vote

2 pro / 2 con Majority Tables the topic; requires a roll call vote

Closure of Debate
Vote on all draft resolutions; 
move to immediate vote

2 con 2/3rds Ends all discussion on current topic

Division of the Question  
(Used in voting only)

Consider clause(s) separately 
from rest of draft resolution

Part I: Procedural vote on 
if this motion should be 
considered

Part II: Substantive vote to 
accept/reject separated 
clauses

2 pro / 2 con

None

Majority

Majority

Voted on in order of most to least radical 
change

If passes: clause(s) removed and voted 
on separately

If fails: no change to clause(s) 

Clause(s) separated out and voted on as 
an annex to the original draft resolution

If passes: annex passes

If fails: clause(s) discarded and no longer 
part of any draft resolution

Roll Call Vote  
(Used in voting only)

Vote by roll call, rather than 
show placards

None None Automatically granted once requested

Adopt  by Acclamation  
(Used in voting only)

Pass a draft resolution as 
a body

None Majority
Once motioned Chair must ask if there 
are any dissensions

Reconsideration

Re-open debate on an issue 
(Motion must be made by 
a member that voted for 
Adjournment of Debate)

2 con 2/3rds
Un-tables topic that was tabled by 
Adjournment of Debate

Set Speakers Time
Set the time allowed for 
formal speeches

2 pro / 2 con Majority
It is very rarely used at the UN and may 
be ruled out of order by the Chair

Close the Speakers List

No additional speakers 
added to speakers’ list on 
topic;  
re-opening speakers’ list 
allows speaker to be added 
on list again

None Majority
No new speakers can be added to list; 
once list is exhausted go directly into 
voting procedures

Adoption of the Agenda Approval of agenda order None Majority
Determines the order by which the topics 
will be discussed; the approved topic 
order is the agenda
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U N I T E D   N A T I O N S  N A T I O N S   U N I E S 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
-- 

MESSAGE TO THE  
NATIONAL MODEL UNITED NATIONS – LATIN AMERICA 2013 

Galapagos, 11 - 20 January 2013 

You gather for this Model United Nations at a time of profound turmoil, transition and 
transformation.  Insecurity, inequality and intolerance are spreading.  Governments are wasting 
vast and precious funds on deadly weapons while reducing investments in people.  Too many 
people in power seem wilfully blind to the threat of climate change.  Citizens yearn for jobs and 
the prospect of a decent life, but all too often they get divisiveness and delay instead. 

There have been significant steps forward.  Extreme poverty has been cut in half since the 
year 2000.  Democratic transitions are under way in the Arab world, Myanmar and elsewhere.  
Africa’s economic growth has become the fastest in the world.  Latin America and Asia continue 
to make important advances.  Still, we must raise our levels of ambition.  I have set out an action 
agenda that focuses on five imperatives: sustainable development; preventing conflicts, damage 
from disasters and human rights abuses; building a more secure world; supporting countries in 
transition; and empowering the world’s women and young people. 

You are part of the largest generation of young people our world has ever known.  Yet 
opportunities for youth are falling short.  Youth unemployment rates are at record levels.  Many 
are stuck in low-wage, dead-end work, despite having college degrees.  We must work together 
to help young people make the most of their energies, ideas and leadership potential.   

By participating in this Model United Nations, you will sharpen your negotiating skills 
and gain insights into what it takes to achieve consensus and progress.  Armed with these assets, 
you can mobilize and engage on the major issues of our day.  From raising awareness through 
social media to joining forces in other ways with students from around the world, you can make 
your voices heard and drive political and social change. 

This is an era of great uncertainty, but also one of profound opportunity.  No single 
leader, country or institution can do everything. But each of us, in our own way, can do 
something.  Together, as partners, we can meet today’s tests and seize the opportunities of an era 
of dramatic change.  I wish you great success at this Model UN, and I hope the experience will 
inspire you to support our global work for peace, justice, human rights and sustainable 
development for years to come. 

Ban Ki-moon



EN JOY  THE  NMUN LAT IN  AMER ICA  CONFERENCE

nmun.org

Jo in  u s  on  Facebook :Na t iona lMode lUn i t edNa t ion s  and  Tw i t t e r :/TheOf f i c ia lNMUN 

January 2013

Dear NMUN•Latin America Attendees,

Welcome to the 2013 National Model United Nations 
Latin America Conference and to Ecuador.

The National Collegiate Conference Association and Universidad San Francisco de Quito have chosen the 
Galapagos Islands as the location for this NMUN Conference because of its unique characteristics. In the 
coming week you will simulate four different  functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council, 
as well as the Security Council of the UN, in the heart of the Galapagos. You will also have the opportunity 
to “Connect with Galapagos” through different community service activities. These activities are designed 
to allow you to get to know the local community while putting into practice the ideas you discuss during 
committee sessions. In addition, you will “Discover Galapagos” through a wide range of activities. 

Since 1978, the Galapagos Islands have been considered by the United Nations Educational, Cultural and 
Scientific Organization (UNESCO) as a World Natural Heritage Site. Nevertheless, rising urbanization, 
uncontrolled tourism and other human activities have put in danger endemic and native species of the 
Galapagos wildlife, threatening delicate habitats. In light of this preoccupying reality, the staff has chosen 
environmental sustainability and sustainable development as the central topics for the conference. 

Beyond discussing issues related to environmental sustainability and sustainable development, you will
be the first international delegates to have ever simulated different commissions of the United Nations in 
Galapagos. At this particular NMUN conference your role as delegates will not be limited to the grounds 
of diplomacy. You will also cause an immediate and hopefully long-lasting impact in the community of 
Galapagos. This is a place currently in need of the implementation of policies leading to development while 
assuring the preservation of the unique Galapagos ecosystems. 

On World Environmental Day, 5 June 2012, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon urged “governments, businesses 
and all members of society to make the holistic choices that will ensure a sustainable future – the future we 
want.” By joining us in the first international Model United Nations conference to be held in the Galapagos 
Islands, you are pioneering action to create a sustainable future for the Islands. 

I hope you will treasure this unique opportunity to simulate the United Nations in the Galapagos Islands.

¡Bienvenidos! Welcome!

Nicole Galindo
Secretary-General
NMUN•Latin America

NMUN • LATIN AMERICA   
G A L A P A G O S  2 0 1 3
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*Asterisks indicate meals at delegate expense. Tour package includes breakfasts and lunches in Galápagos
(not in Quito). No dinners are included. 6
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Delegations NMUN•LATIN AMERICA

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 
Mr. William Mozdzierz, Counselor for Political Affairs, U.S. Embassy Quito  

Mr. Tec. Amb. Jorge Torres, Governor, Province of Galápagos
Dr. Pedro Zapata, Mayor, Municipality of San Cristóbal
Ing. Carlos Ortega, Director, Galápagos National Park

Universidad San Francisco de Quito:
Directors Dr. Santiago Gangotena, Dr. Carlos Montúfar
Dr. Gonzalo Mendieta, Dr. Carlos Mena, Dr. Diego Quiroga,
Daniel Córdova, Cecibel Narváez, Fernando Erazo 
Staff of GAIAS/GSC 

Corporación de Simulaciones Académicas:
Prof. Andrés González, Academic Director 
Sofía Vaca, Public Relations 

National Collegiate Conference Association,  
Sponsor of National Model United Nations
Prof. Richard Reitano, President
Michael Eaton, Paul VanCura, Heather Branigin,  
Jeri Lu Mattson and Michael Engh 
E-Creative Solutions

Volunteer Staff of NMUN•Latin America 2013
ONUSFQ Team, 2011 – 2012

SecretariatNMUN•LATIN AMERICA

RecognitionNMUN•LATIN AMERICA

Nicole Galindo, Secretary-General 

Security Council (SC)	 Rafael Corral, Director
Commission on Population and Development (CPD)	 David Toscano Andrade, Director

Lucía Villavicencio, Assistant Director
Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD)	 María Luisa Ortega, Director

Nicholas Gachet, Assistant Director
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW)	 Carolina Contreras, Director

Nadia Atala, Assistant Director
Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD)	 Felipe Ante, Director

Sheila Proaño, Assistant Director
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