
 

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia  

The Committee at the National Model United Nations Conference 
 
The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) operates under the supervision 
of the United Nations Economic and Social Council, along with four other United Nations Regional Commissions.1 
De facto, ESCWA is a framework for cooperation which aims to promote economic and social development in the 
region. As of 2012, the Commission is comprised of 17 predominantly Arab member states.2  It currently has 7 
subsidiary bodies, which, but for the Committee on Transport who meets each year, meet biannually.3 The other six 
are the Statistical Committee; the Committee on Social Development; the Committee on Energy; the Committee on 
Water Resources; the Technical Committee on Liberalization of Foreign Trade, Economic Globalization and 
Financing for Development; and the Committee on Women.4  
 
Format: The ESCWA is a Resolution Writing Committee. 
 
Voting: Each Member State in the ESCWA has one vote.5 The Voting Rights do not allow any Member State 
within the Commission veto power. Substantive decisions are made based on a majority vote of Member States who 
are present and voting.6 

Recent Developments 

Since September 2012, the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia has started a new phase in its 
attempt to promote the Digital Arabic Content (DAC) Industry through Technology Incubators.7 In 2003 ESCWA 
organized the first Expert Group Meeting (EGM) on Promotion of DAC with the objective of helping develop a 
DAC Industry which would produce locally relevant content and applications whilst preserving the cultural 
specificity and wealth of the region.8 This was part of the original project for the Promotion of the DAC Industry 
through Incubation which ended in 2010.9 Due to the commendations the program received, in October 2012 an 
Expert meeting on ESCWA Initiative for Promoting the Digital Arabic Content Industry through Technology 
Incubators was held in Amman.10 The new initiative aims at widening and diversifying regional and national 
participation via awareness campaigns and competitions. With the help of business incubators in the region, the 
competition will offer winners working in the DAC field a chance to develop and better establish their enterprises.11 
Within the same broader goal of promoting technology transfer in the region, ESCWA Executive Secretary Dr. 
Rima Khalaf signed in November 2012 a Memorandum of Understanding with the Technology Center and the 
Licensing Executives Society – Arab Countries. The aim of the Memorandum is to promote regional cooperation 
which would improve dialogue between innovators and investors in ESCWA countries and enhance technology 
transfer.12 
 
Also, in preparation for the 2013 ECOSOC Annual Ministerial Review (AMR) whose theme is “Science, technology 
and innovation, and the potential of culture for promoting sustainable development and achieving the MDGs”, the 
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ESCWA Technology Centre hosted the Regional Preparatory Meeting for Western Asia on November 26, 2012, in 
Amman.13 At the preparatory meeting Mr. Fouad Mrad, Executive Director of ESCWA Technology Centre, 
moderated a round table discussion entitled "Enabling Productive Capacities in Science, Technology and Innovation 
in Western Asia" and Mr. Stelzer, Assistant Secretary-General for Policy Coordination and Inter-agency Affairs 
from the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) moderated the topic "Harnessing Global 
Knowledge and Technologies for Regional Sustainable Development Initiatives."14 As such, the meeting aimed to 
prepare regional participants to the AMR on specific aspects of the ECOSOC high-level segment in Geneva which 
are most relevant for ESCWA members.15 On a topic closely related First Information Technology Officer at 
ESCWA, Rami Zaatari, commented that developing countries allocated a relatively small percentage of their 
Information and Communications Technology to the development of software, with Morocco and Egypt spending 
even less than 5%.16 
 
Earlier in September 2012, having already agreed on a Global Strategy for Improving Agricultural and Rural 
Statistics, ESCWA cooperated with the Regional Office for the Near East of the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAORNE) in the setting up of a high level expert consultative meeting to develop an Action Plan for Improving 
Statistics for Food Security, Sustainable Agriculture, and Rural Development in the Near East and North Africa 
Region. 17 This was an informal meeting which aimed to set the grounds for the regional planning and 
implementation of the global strategy. The goal of the meeting were to apply the global objectives at a regional level 
by elaborating a governance framework, developing a regional action plan with clear technical outcomes, 
formulating a draft regional implementation plan, and discussing the setup of a steering committee for the regional 
strategy.18 As a result, it is expected that the next session of the ESCWA Statistical Committee will provide the 
mandate for preparing a plan for the region.19 
 
In another event, ESCWA promoted its road safety platform. On November 14 and 15, ESCWA, in partnership with 
the Arab League, the Arab Union of Land Transport and the Global Road Safety Partnership, held a regional 
workshop on the Implementation of the Action Plan for the United Nations Decade of Action for Road Safety in the 
ESCWA region.20 The discussion focused on evaluating progress made in the field of road safety management 
within the member states and the development of national capabilities and plans for the implementation of the UN 
Decade of Action 2011 – 2020.21 
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I. Promoting Sustainable Energy Production for Socio-Economic Development   

Recent Developments in the field of Sustainable Energy Production 

With the conclusion of the International Year of Sustainable Energy for All in December 2012, the United Nations 
reflected on the system-wide commitment to improving access to energy and energy efficiency, as well as the 
promotion of new and renewable energy sources.22 In recognition of the importance of sustainable energy to 
achieving the Millennium Development Goals and strengthening human security, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
launched the Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All) initiative, which sets out three objectives to achieve sustainable 
energy for all by 2030: “(i) ensuring access to modern energy services; (ii) doubling the rate of improvement in 
energy efficiency; and (iii) doubling the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix.”23 By December 2012, 
over 100 commitments had been made by governments, civil society organizations, international institutions, and 
firms within the private sector, in support of the Secretary-General’s initiative.24 In addition, many Member States 
have established policies to promote research and development of sustainable energy sources, including more 
progressive renewable energy targets.25 Through the Sustainable Energy for All Initiative, a baseline report will be 
published in January 2013, which seeks to track progress on the three objectives.26 In December 2012, the General 
Assembly, upon recommendation of the Second Committee, declared the decade 2014 – 2024 as the United Nations 
Decade of Sustainable Energy for All.27 As part of this ongoing commitment, governments and regional 
organizations, such as ESCWA, are urged to promote new and renewable energy technologies in addressing social 
and economic development challenges.28  
 
In November 2012, ESCWA participated in “Follow-up to Rio+20: Actions and considerations at the Regional 
Level,” a meeting of the Executive Secretaries of the five Regional Commissions.29 Recognizing the significant role 
ascribed to the Regional Commissions in the Rio+20 outcome document, this dialogue allowed the different 
commissions to share regional efforts and initiatives, as well as supporting the development of partnerships to 
support countries in the implementation of the Rio+20 outcomes.30 ESCWA also played an important role in the 
meeting of the 18th Conference of the Parties of the United Nations Framework on Climate Change and the 8th 
Conference of Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (COP18/CMP8), held in Doha, Qatar from 26 November – 7 December 
2012.31 In addition to participating in the negotiations, ESCWA co-chaired a side event on “Climate Change 
Vulnerability and Impact Assessment: Initiatives for Adaptation in the Arab Region,” which presented initiatives for 
regional and national action.32  
 
ESCWA has dedicated significant attention to the evidence base for sustainable energy promotion through the 
creation of appropriate energy statistics and indicators. In November 2012, ESCWA and the League of Arab States 
hosted the Second Working Group on Environment and Sustainable Development Indicators in Cairo, Egypt.33 In 
December 2012, the International Energy Agency (IEA) announced their strengthened role in advising ESCWA on 
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energy efficiency and renewable energy.34 In February 2013, IEA and ESCWA will be co-hosting a training session 
on Energy Statistics, which will support national capacity in developing energy statistics and the formulation of 
national development plans.35 ESCWA also hosted a regional training on “Promoting Energy Efficiency 
Investments for Climate Change Mitigation and Sustainable Development” in September 2012. The workshop 
provided capacity-building on energy efficiency in all economic sectors, with emphasis on the building sector, 
including a “mapping of current energy efficiency investment potential and challenges in the region.”36 This meeting 
coincided with an Expert Group Meeting on “Best Practices in Sustainable Consumption and Production in the 
ESCWA Region: Energy Efficiency.”37   
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II. Countering Socio-Economic Marginalization to Strengthen Post-Arab Spring 
Democracies 

In December 2012, on the occasion of the two- years anniversary of the Arab Spring, the Wilson Center gathered the 
views of 40 experts on the question of post-Arab spring democratization and asked: “Has the Arab Spring Lived Up 
to Expectations?”38 The experiment yielded clear- cut responses which offer an overview of the historical evolution: 
“So far, the Arab Spring has not yielded real citizenship and equality” and “democracy has become a marketing 
strategy rather than a genuine need.”39  
 
Steps are being continuously taken in the region towards countering socio-economic marginalization to ensure a 
better democratic rule. This is happening especially through international political dialogue. In November 2012, the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Global Programme on Democratic Governance Assessments 
organized the Regional Governance Week: Social Accountability in a Changing Region - Actors and Mechanisms, 
which took place in Cairo.40 The purpose of the meeting was to have a variety of local, regional and international 
actors and operators discuss how social accountability could be strengthened in the Arab region and look at the role 
of mechanisms measuring accountability, such as the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), within this process.41 
 
The Expert Group Meeting (EGM) and Capacity Development Workshop Citizen Engagement and the Post-2015 
Development Agenda which analyzed institutional level prerequisites for a more efficient participatory governance 
was organized by the Division for Public Administration and Development Management of the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs (DPADM). 42 The EGM continued from where the DPADM 2011 Seminar on 
“Challenges and Opportunities of Participatory Governance in North African countries: Engaging Citizens and their 
Organizations in Public Development Affairs through Adequate Institutions” left off.43 The Seminar focused on, 
amongst other things, serving “citizens in inclusive and impartial ways” with an emphasis on socio-economically 
marginalized groups, such as women and youth in the region.44 The EGM built on the discussions at the seminar and 
reviewed ESCWA’s progress on the application of quantitative benchmarks on post Arab-Spring-state and citizen 
interaction.45 During the EGM, the Emerging and Conflict-Related Issues Division of ESCWA asked that DPADM 
continue delivering analytical and technical support on the conductions of reforms to the Arab region.46 
Consequently, participants also endorsed the improvement of the Citizen Engagement Self-Assessment 
Questionnaire, an instrument which countries will be able to use to evaluate their preparedness for citizen-
government discussion.47  
 
Opinions on the topic of socio-economic marginalization and its consequences on the consolidation of democracy in 
the Arab Spring aftermath are in abundance. One think thank suggested that economic and political marginalization 
in the Yemen is seen particularly in regions where the terrorist group Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula have the 
most power.48 Another research center reviews the current political situation in Arab countries that had revolutions 
and estimates that it is hoped that the same marginalized people who led the revolutions will manage to impose 
enough restraint on current governments so as to not stray away from the way to democratization.49 Some scholars 
on the interaction between marginalization and the success of the democratic transition process have added the 
advent of social-media into the equation. They used data to show the key role social media played in the propagation 
of grievances of marginalized groups.50 
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Youth engagement 

In August 2012, the Arab spring: Youth participation for the promotion of peace, human rights and fundamental 
freedoms Symposium was held in Tunisia with the purpose of increasing dialogue on the issues that young Arab 
leaders were signaling as quintessential to their age group’s participation in the democratization process.51 Amongst 
This Symposium was followed by a Training of trainers for democratic youth participation, which Tunisia hosted in 
Cooperation with the Council of Europe. The course was first in a row of activities aimed at helping young 
organizations in consolidating youth involvement and democratic social conscience projects and programs.52 
However, on the topic of youth in the Arab World, one scholar notes that there is a problem in the current discourse 
surrounding the programming that aims for their socio-economic development for the sake of inclusion.53 The issue 
is the way youth is targeted in that it does not take into account class differences and alliances within this group, and 
that it tends to favor those within this group who agree with the elite and government agendas.54 

Persons with disabilities 

In February 2012, the Arab Regional Conference for Equality in Cairo focused their discussions on equal 
opportunities and full participation for persons with disabilities. This was sponsored by the Arab Organisation for 
Disabled People, a regional coalition whose platform focuses on the empowerment of disabled people in the region. 
One of the topics placed the theme in a post-Arab spring context which underlined the importance of developing 
government interfaces for the strengthening of democracies.55 

Women 

Women’s role in the post-Arab Spring strengthening of democracies is one that does not escape most scholars. 
Whilst women participated in the revolution, the aftermath has found them in a weaker position than before. The 
Wilson Center noted that previously resolved issues of women’s’ rights and participation are being constantly 
revisited under the new leadership in the area. 56 

Religion 

Due to recent political developments, discourse on social marginalization in post-Arab Spring democracies is 
becoming more and more focused on the religious factors. During the year 2012, a four stage workshop was held in 
Luxembourg on the theme of Islam, plurality and democracy. The discussions tried to grasp the realities of political 
Islam and its impact on the emergence of new political regimes in the Arab countries.57 As the latest constitutional 
referendum in Egypt, process which did not have the full support of Islamists and mostly ignored Non-Islamists, 
showed, religious marginalization makes many wonder even about the accurateness of the name Spring for the Arab 
revolutions.58 In countries like Libya, Tunisia and Egypt, the constitutional question has been monopolized by the 
debate on religious identity which also affects the rights of religious minorities and of women.59 
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III. Towards Sustainable Water Management, Development, and Productivity 

Recent Developments 

The topic of sustainable water management, development and productivity remains a frequently discussed topic 
among the Member States of the Economic and Social Commission of Western Asia (ESCWA). In 2012, the Human 
Rights Council, through Resolution A/HRC/RES/21/2, reaffirmed the human right to safe drinking water and 
sanitation, while calling upon Member States to prioritize the sustainable provision of safe water to the entire 
population.60 Though expressing worries about the tremendous number of people without access to clean water and 
sanitation, the HRC highlighted the outstanding success of reaching the Millennium Development Goal of halving 
the number of persons without access to clean water.61 The necessity to aim towards the accessibility and 
affordability of drinking water and the obligation to avoid marginalization and discrimination is nevertheless 
strongly emphasized.62 This target is also stressed in the Report of the Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe 
drinking water and sanitation from August 2012, which calls for the implementation of non-discrimination and 
equality into the post-2015 development agenda for water, sanitation, and hygiene.63 In recognition of the 
importance of these water-related actions to achieving the MDGs, eradicating poverty, and sustainable development, 
the General Assembly called for implementation of the International Year of Water Cooperation in 2013.64  
 
In spite of the success in achieving the MDG on water, rural areas of the ESCWA region continue to lag behind, as 
highlighted in the Progress on Drinking Water and Sanitation 2012 Update, published by UNICEF, and the United 
Nations World Water Development Report 4.65 Although the situation improved in 96% of urban households 
between 1990 and 2010, only 76% of rural households saw improvement.66 Further, in most regions the target was 
only achieved due to a heavy reliance on bottled water and delivery of clean water by tanker trucks.67 The World 
Water Development Report also addresses the crucial impact of displacement caused by various ongoing conflicts 
and food scarcity; high rates of displaced persons has resulted in water shortages in displacement camps and 
endangers negotiations and co-operation concerning shared water resources.68 
 
ESCWA continues to prioritize sustainable water management, particularly the goal of water efficiency and the 
connections between water scarcity, food security and energy supply.69 In the follow-up to the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), ESCWA held an Intergovernmental Consultative Meeting on the 
Water and Energy Nexus in the ESCWA Region.70 Joint actions of the ESCWA Member States are to be established 
to guarantee sustainable development and to raise awareness of the problem.71 Unfortunately, although the 
Johannesberg Plan of Implementation calls upon developing countries to establish water efficiency plans, very few 
ESCWA Member States have created such plans or taken steps to achieving these goals.72 Another priority of the 
ESCWA Member States is the implementation of new technologies, such as desalination, and to minimize the 
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effects of climate change and water related natural disasters.73 Recognizing the importance of water concerns in 
Western Asia, ESCWA and the League of Arab States collaborated to launch the Regional Initiative for the 
Assessment of Climate Change Impacts on Water Resources and Socio-Economic Vulnerability in the Arab Region 
(RICCAR).74 RICCAR is designed as a forum to address regional cooperation around the socio-economic and 
environmental vulnerabilities of water resources, create an Arab knowledge hub on climate and water, and provide 
an evidence-base for regional and national policy formulation.75 In addition, the Arab Countries Water Utilities 
Association organized the second Arab Water Week from January 27 – 31, 2013 in Amman, Jordan.76 The 
conference brought together decision makers and water management professionals from the Arab Region focused 
around three main themes: (i) Utilities Effectiveness and Efficiency; (ii) Innovative Technologies and Private 
Sector; and (iii) Water Science for Policy and Governance.77 
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picture of the conditions of the world‘s water resources and the aims to secure water access. The 
report assesses the recent changes and problematic issues of the international community 
concerning water and neighboring fields. Recent global and local developments about water, 
climate change, food and energy and difficult transnational water resources and their impacts in 
the ESCWA region are analyzed. New technologies and approaches are introduced and the 
necessity of joint strategies of private and governmental actors is accentuated. Apart from a broad 
overview of the water topic in an international context the report also evaluates the status of  the 
Arab region and West Asia. 

United Nations Water. (2012). Status Report on the Application of Integrated Approaches to Water Resources 
Management. Retrieved January 3, 2013 from 
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/Environment%20and%20Energy/Water-Resources-Management-
Global-Report-2012.pdf 

The Status Report by UN Water stresses the connection of the Human Development Index (HDI) 
and water usage. In addition to the evaluation of agricultural use of water and the reliance of food 
imports, the paper suggests a linkage of water and energy which appears especially in hot and 
developing regions. The paper suggests possible measures and necessary changes in order to 
diminish negative environmental, social and political impact on affected regions and countries.  

World Health Organization. (2012). Glaas Report 2012: UN- Water Global Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation 
and Drinking Water. Retrieved January 10, 2012 from http://www.unwater.org/downloads/UN-
Water_GLAAS_2012_Report.pdf.  

The analysis from UN water helps the understanding of the reasons behind the disparities in 
access to clean water and sanitation around the world. The report wants to draw attention to a 
crucial resource for all living beings, which was too long neglected and taken for granted by the 
international community. Policies, financing, human resources, equality and external support 
regarding the water issue are described concerning their status, development and future outlook. 
The WHO set a special focus on the impact of the human health and healthy living conditions. 
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